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PEBFACE. 


I HAVE been asked why I have adopted the form in 
^Yhich this narrative of Indian life appears, instead of 
treating the subject in the first person, the incidents all 
being personal experiences of my own and my friends. 

I had several motives for so doing. 

For the sake of making the book more interesting to 
my youthful readers j to enable me to impart much in- 
formation in a pleasant colloquial manner, without the 
pedantry which might have been too obtrusive in an 
egotistical narration ; and, finally, to allow me to select 
from a mass of notes, jotted down at various times, 
those cases only which exhibited certain peculiarities in 
the animals concerned, and to arrange them in such a 
way as to carry the reader month by month through the 
successive seasons of the year. 

I had no intention, when I took up my pen, of 
writing for the veteran sportsman, though I dure say 
there are many bits in the following pages — notices of 
birds and plants and insccte, and traits of animal 
charaOler — that will recall fond memories of the past to 
many an old shikaree. My hook is written chiefly for 
younger followers of Saint Hubert, whether they he' 
hound for India or not, and my aim throughout has 
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been to inculcate a love for nature, and to make secondary 
to it the mere destroying of wild beasts. 

The European characters have been created for the 
work, but the natives are real beings. Some of my 
readers will not only recognise the scenes, but will re- 
member old Sheykha, Soma the Lebhana, and my old 
follower the Lalla. The death of the latter by a tiger 
has been vividly described by Captain Forsyth in his 
“ Highlands of Central India,” though the story of his 
life is incorrect j the true account will be found in the 
Notes at the end of this volume. In the nomenclature 
of the birds and mammals I have followed Dr. Jerdon, 
an old friend and encourager of the natural history 
proclivities of my youthful days. For the botouy 
Roxburgh’s “Flora Indica,” Voight’s “Hortus Suburb- 
anus Calcuttensis,” and Balfour's “Trees of India,” 
have been my authorities. 

. The legend of Taj Khan illustrates the superstitious 
customs of the Mahomedans, who are firm believers in 
witchcraft and the raising and casting out of devils. 
The Lalla’s story is a sample of the art of the Hindoo 
ivipTOmiaiore. 

A short topographical ond historical account of the 
district appears in the Appendix. 

Rodert a. Sterndale. 

« 


Thames Dittos, March, 1677. 
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CHAPTER L 


It Tvas a bright, crisp morning 
tho month of j£amaT 7 . The 
sun had been up about an hour, 
driving the mists from the valleys 
and bathing tho -whole landscape 
in a flood of hght, Tho air -was 
cold and bracing — more so tlian it usually is in tlic plains of India, 
even in tho cold season. "When wc say the plains of India, the 
term U used in contradistinction to those mountain ranges wluch 
are commonly known as “Tho Hills.” India is intersected by other 
ranges of lesser grandeur, whoso plateaux, elevated abovo tiio sea 
some S.OOOjOt 3,000 feet, have a cooler rango of toruperature than 
the low- levels of the true plains. Of all these highlands, tho 
Iliglilands^of ^Central India — so termed by an old friend and 
fellow sportsman, now gone to rest, in his faithful account of them 
— are the most enjoj-ablc to the hunter and tho naturalist. Tho 
lordly bison haunts tho hamboo-cLid slopes of tho Satpura range. 
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and interferes not ^vitb his nnwioJdy neighbour and cousin, the 
buffalo, who keeps to his grasa.grown plains. The red deer herd 
in the fertile valleys -watered by the Halone and the Cunjut; the 
f sambur and the axis, the stately blue bull and the tiny, toy-like, 
niouso deer, all have their haunts in the forests that aro spread 
over the undulating plateaux. Tlietc ate the rocky ravines for the 
bears, and the stony plains haunted by antelope and bustard. The 
grim tiger roams over thousands of square miles, and the stealthy 
panther scruples not to carry off his prey even from the heart of a 
station. 

Since the time of which wc write, the are and the plough have 
been steadily eating into the vast solitudes j but there arc still 
thousands of square miles of forest land which never will, and never 
can, be cleared— extensiro beds of latcrila and piles of trap boulders 
wlucli, though bearing a dense covering of timber and undersvood, 
ate undisturbed by human hands unless for the excorotion, here 
and there, of iron ore. Tlius cover will always remain for wild 
animals, which find refuge daring the day in tlie thickets, from 
whence they emerge at night to by waste the growing crops, or 
attack the stragglers of the bomewarJ-wcuding hew. 

It is in the district of Soonco— which forms o i>c>riion of these 
liigh table-lands formed by the Satputa range of which wo Juive 
beon speaking— that wc srould place our reader oh that bright 
January morning. The road, or ratlier jafb, for it was little else, 
had le»i ovr a gentle rise composed of red bteritc, which, when 
worn by Ibo feet of men ond cattle, lind all the appearance of n 
made gras'cl svalk in a elinibbery, being fringed by a variety of 
bushes. . • . 

For a mile or two it liad liecn thickly wolxlcd ns Uio traveller 
passes through a belt of Kibi • forest — a peculiar, tiramatic, but 
rulher worthlcRS tree — but now it emeigctl on a broail, low Salley, 
down the centre of srlueh ran a email bnxik, dotteil here and Uiere 
srith clumps of buten + and gnsle.a J laishos. On the other side 
anolher gentle slope sras coveitsl witli thick scrub, over wlucli .the 
morning mbts -were slowly floating ott * 
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a flock of green pnrroqneta flaw over, ca^ one Irj'ing to oul'Scrcani 
the rest; and occasionally a rockct-hinl would glide across the 
open space between the two bells of wood, hi? long tall streaming 
like a white riband after him- 

Eat what makes the peacock .^ddcnly lower his tram, and 
his dusky wives to glide rapidly into cover! Over the swell of 
the ground at the head of tho valley dashes at full epec<.l a noble 
blue boll ; straining every nerve, with labouring breath and dis- 
tended nostrils, with heaving Qanles, that seem jet-black as tho 
perspiration streams down his side, he dashes headlong down the 
grassy slope. A few yards behind pressed a horseman at tho same 
reckless pace, and it was evident lliat the stride of his charger was 
too much for the pursued. As the crest of tho hill was passed the 
rider, pressing his horse’s flanks, urged him to a final rusli, and, 
ranpng up alongside the boll, tho sharp crack of a rifle rang 
through Uie stillness of the glen- The nylghau staggered, hut 
bravely held on. Another sharp report and he plunged heavily on 
his head, driving his short, pointed horns deep into the turf. The 
impetus of the horseman carried him a few yards beyond, when, 
wheeling sharp round, he sprang off by tho side of his quarry. 

Tho first glance the hunter gave at the dying bull was one of 
mingled satisfaction and pity ; his eyes flashed with pride at the 
well-placed shot?, but a sadder expression camo over them as they 
met the glaring orbs of the animal. He turned away to loosen his 
horse’s girths, muttering to himself — “Those lazy loons will lose 
their meat if they don't run harder than they did at first.” 

Tho bull lay in the stillness of death as he cast one more look at 
it, before proceeding to caress his recking steed. It was a golden- 
chestnut Arab, promising great speed, sinewy anil hanl as nails ; 
not an ounce of superfluous fat. HU faulty point was his hc-id, ns 
far as good looks were concerned ; he lacked tho Arab, dect-Iike 
head, so much admired. It was rather coarse and heavy, but he 
had an honest brown eye, and, as hU master would proudly observe, 
little fault was to bo found with the rest of liim. 

Casting the bridle over hU ann so as to let his favourite crop tho 
*l(r^ grass, the master sat down upon a trap boulder which cropped 
up" out of Jho turf. About a yard from his feet lay tho dead 
nylglnu. 

. “Poor hrulel” he softly said to himself, “you had a sharp 
tusslo fox hut 1 ?(ixa ■500. wetj ebas/yi. Lisi^ht biva 
you down standing wheHi we first came upon you, but I gave you 
a run for your life j not much chance, though, with Cos.s.ick at your 
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heels. I vrish those lazy fellows would ran up, however," ho 
continued, scanning the landscape; “they 'vvill lose their meat, 
and serve them right. There will bo a meal in every Gond’s 
hut in the village, and all the more for the loss to the squeamish 
Mahomedans. I wanted some marrow-bones, too, for tcPuighl’s 
dinner. There’s that hoy coining out, and tough chicken is hardly 
the hunter’s fare he expects. All ! hero comes Xusscer Khan at 
last.” A shrill peal from the masters dog-whistle directed the 
panting runner, who had just paused ou the crest of the slope, to 
the spot where the group was. The sight of the dead hull stirred 
the man’s blood, and, waving his hand with a shout to his comrades 
beliind, he bounded down the valley. 

“ Now, Nusscer Khan, look sharp,” said his master, pointing to 
the nylghau. 

The man drew a long Lahore knife from his girdle os he bent 
over the animaL “ It is too late,” he muttered, shakmg bis head ; 
“his breath is gone out of hint.” 

“What of that 1” impatiently exclaimed the Englishisjan- “I 
know more of the Book than you people do , if blood follows the 
knife it is fit— it is no matter. Cut and lose no more tune.” 

I Murmuring the appointed prayer, the Pathan drew the heavy 
blade across tbo buli's throat, end looked increduously at the 
crimson stream as it sank into t)ia moist eartli. 

By this time two other men, breathless wiUt hard running, 
arrived, one a Pathan like Nusscer Khan, staluurt and foir-com- 
plexioned, the other a Gond, or aboriginal dweller of the country, 
and somewhat negritic in type, os far as enriy hair, broad nose, and 
high cheek-bones are concerned. 

] The deiuzcn of the jungle came forward with a grin from car to 
ear, as he foresaw a plenteous feast of meat that evening; no 
scruples of conscience afflicted him ns to whether the beast was 
properly killed according to the Mosaic and Maliomcdan laws, 
whether “the blood thereof which is the life thereof" had been let 
in proper manner, with the customary invocation; omnivorous, 
and by no means fastidious, his mouth watered at the thought of 
broiled collops. 

Leaving the Good and the second Patlian to mako %iTangement.s 
for bringing the bull into cain;v the EnglUlunan tightened Jiis 
horse’s girths and, mounting, rode elowly olf, followed by Nusscer • 
Khan c.iriying hw master’s rifle. . « 

Major Fonlliam, our successful rider, was a (all, spare man, wiry, 
.and bronzeil with much exposure. He Bccmetl abnnt forty, liatl n 
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mild grey eye, a pleasant, smiling montli, sliadcd by a beavy groy 
moustache, and a (jiuct, low voice. lie had tho character of bemg 
a studious man, more of a nahwalist titan a shikaTCO ; but in this 
case popular opinion was 'wrong. If lio was solitary in his habits, 
objecting to jovial hunting parties, it was because mere killing Itad 
no charm for liim, and emulation was distastcfnl j he never bragged 
ol his 'own exploits, and so ho lost much credit as a mighty hunter. 
TTifi aim was deadly, his scat on a horse \vas suro ; perhaps he was 
a little over-caulious, but his coolness and coumgo Jii diHicultics 
were known to the native shikarees of the place more than to tho 
residents of the station. The natives used to say of his gun that it 
was his glidlani, or slave. For real jungle-knowledge, concerning 
the habits of animals, skill in tracking, and reading the many sigufi 
essential to perfect woodcraft, he was far superior to many n more 
not«l sportsman of his race. As a rule Ibiglish sportsmen do not 
attain to the pitch, arrived at by tha native ; they arc fearlciss, 
hard-hitting, rtmight-forward ^Imroils, ready to ride down, spear, 
or shoot anything that is put before them. Compared with the 
lithe native they are indifTerent etnlkcm. They cannot ho or sit 
for hours in a cramped position, nor docs the bent tivig or cropped 
blade of grass catch their cyo as they stride along tho jungle path. 
"We do not wish to decry our brethren, but we think they might 
loam more from the native than they do ; but it requires a special 
aptitude, quick sight, habitually observant nature, and unvarjdng 
patience — all these are necessary, and as they are exercised these 
faculties get stronger aud stronger, till it becomes a second nature 
to a man to let nothing escape his notice. 

Fordham was one of the few who had exercised these gifts, and 
bo was little inferior to Jcythoo, the bison tracker of Sonawani, to 
whom in due time we will inlrotlucc the reader, whose wonderful 
powers of following up a trail quite equalled what Cooper tells us 
in his thrilling tales of the feats of the Red Indians, Fordliam’s 
fondne-ss of this kind of woodcraft liad keen in no small degree 
fostered in his youth by those very tales, and also by metaorics and 
traditions in Ids family, one of his ancestors liaving seceded in tho 
"Wat of Independence, and attained eminence under IVashiiigton. 
Many were^the hours spent in his boyish days trying to hurl tho 
tomahawk or dart tho knife like the heroic Delawares, and, wo 
confes^ with but indifferent success. Instead of sleeping 
quietly in Ms bed like oUicr good hoys of liis age, ho would drop 
out of his'window, and roll himself upinablankct under a low 
branching yew tree in the garden, greatly to the disgust of sundry 
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cats who had aade it a faTOurite tiysting-placc. Tliciefore, wlicn 
he came to years of greater discretion, and found himself his oim 
master to a certain extent, and within teach of the forests ho longetl 
for in his boyhood, he entered thoremgh^y into the enjoyment of a 
hunter’s life, speuthng days and nights out in the jungles, when- 
ever Jie could get leave from his regiment. Scorning luxuriw, he 
went in for roughing it, and rather overdid it at Jirst, till a few 
severe bouts of jungle fever somewhat restrained him. Then the 
Punjaub campaign of ’48 look him to more stirring scenes, after 
■whicli, through the inSucnce of some friends who were interested 
in him, ho was given a staff appointment, and, at the time of which 
wc write, ho avns holding a special post which enabled him to 
remain nine months out of the year in camp, and to cany out his 
favourite pursuits. 

He was now expecting a young friend to join liim, w]io had 
lately landed in India. 

“Kussecr Khan, was the marc taken out to MohgaonT"askeil 
his master, who liad ridden slowly about a mUo towards his camp, 
which could now bo seen in the far distance, the white tents 
showing Iiko specks against (he dark foL’ago of n imiago grove. 
" tVfts tlie mare taken out to Mohgnon, and the brown Cabal to 
Piperia for the ehota foJiihl" 

“Yes, my Jord, your slave lumself saw them off.” 

“Ami did you send a Sowar irilli them to show the Salab the 
^vay across country- 1” 

•' .(Vzim Klnn went, protector of the poor.” 

“Tis well,” replied I’onihani, tikingagbnco upwnnh at the 
sun. “Tho boy ought to be in camp by lias time if he started at 
the crow’s ibwii." 
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Over another hundf and he thook lii^ fist laughingly at a grey 
fox, which darted from under liia horsc’n feet. TIio littlo luscal 
had keen cautiously stalking the geese, and might have socurca ono 
ha d Ilia littlo game not lieen spoiled by Cossack’s thundering hoofs, 
as he bounded over the luanl soil in a manner which showed tliat 
his run of tho morning had not much affected his spirits. 

A'fow more fields. A gentle dcclmfy with a sandy bottom, 
which served as a watercourse In tVio rainy season; a slope of 
turf, then a grove of huge, gnarled, old mango ttcc<», and tho 
horseman puUetl up hia snorting Arab at tho door of n Iiirgc single- 
pole lent. 

At a littlo distance another smoking steed was Iwing rubbed 
down by a native groom or eyce, wliilst a dismounted trooper stood 
at his horse’s hoail waiting to make his report. Seeing these signs 
of his friend’s arrival, Fordham tlirew lus reins to a bystander, and 
■was soon welcoming to tent-life a slim young Englishman, whoso 
fresh complexion showed that on Indian sun had not as yet had 
time to turn tho roses of the old country into tan. 

The two men had mutual friends at home, ami tho younger ono 
soon got over a certain amount of restraint which he could not help 
feeling at first ot the other’s superior ago and position, and, whilst 
their liaths were liciug prepared, they were in a deep animated 
conversation. Fordliam’s manner was so free from affectation of 
any kind tint he seldom failed to make the most timid at homo in 
a very short time, and he noted w ilh pleasure tint his young com- 
panion was also devoid of that worthless lacquer w’hicli young men 
so often think passes for sterling gold, and with which they hide 
the natural complexion of their nature. 

Nothing is more to bo admired than a young man, honest and 
open-hearted, just beginning life with all tho ardent hopes and 
sanguine iLaturo of youth ; fresh and cntliusiastic, willing, and not 
too proud to learn from those of greater experience, and straight- 
forward in all things. Ami, on the other bond, nothing is more 
to be deplored, than to see a similar youth aged beyond his years, 
hip ped and hlasf', a wretched counterfeit of an old rout', who tliinlcs 
he is up to a trick or two, in hb own miserable parlance, and who 
considers it is weak to show any natural freshness whatever. 

^lero was a striking contrast between Fordlwra and Ernest 
Milford in dress. Tho elder -was clad in a close-fitting suit of stout 
drill, dyed with the barks of the mango and Inbool trees to tho 
true shikar colour, a sort of olive greenisli-brown ; the shoulders 
were protected by pieces ot leather to bear the friction of tho rifle ; 
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leather-lined pockets in front held a small .powder flask, caps, and 
halls, sewed up in a greased cloth — ^for these were the days before 
the common use of breech-loaders ; a ZooAr/e or Ghootka knife, an 
awkward-looking but fuTourite weapon of Tonlliam’s, and a short- 
bladcd, straight, double-edged dagger were attached to a broad belt 
of sambur leather ; leggings of the same material completed his 
attire, which saToured more ol the backwoods thnu of ciriliration, 
and formed a dmgy contrast to the modem-cut shooting-coat, 
buckskin breeclie*, and highly varnished boots of Jiis younger 
companion. 

A servant approaches to tell them their baths aro ready; so let 
us leave them for a wlule and look about the camp. 

■ Tho mango grove was on the borders of a noble tank, and was 
for some ilistance surrounded by a cultivated plain, beyond which 
was a range of blue hUIs. A little to tlio right, nestled amongst 
trees, was a brge native village, inhabited by an industrious and 
skilM race of cultiv-vtors, c-iUed Pom\ar.s but a litigious, untrust- 
worthy set, much given to removing, if they could, their neighbours' 
landmarks, and delighting in the incessant law-suits arising there- 
from. A few tiulcs on th^e left tho smoko rose from another laigo 
village ownal by a PntUan, and colonized by that more stalwart 
people. They were descendants of tiio Pathans who invaded the 
country »i the armies of tlio emperors of Delhi, and who acquired 
lands in virtue of ionquest, nnd when, about juP. 1 700, the district 
of Sconce was co«led hy the ruliug prince of the Kaj Gond dynas^, 
Narendra S.i, to Puklit Itoolund, tl«c Ibijv of Deogutli, a i’athan 
adveuturer, named Taj Khan, so dUtinguishcd himself before tho 
Litter by slajnng n bc.ir with his sword that lie give him a command 
of horse, and afterwards the (alooqa.at division of DoonserUl, 
where ho built a fort, of winch the ruins still remain. Taj Kh.ia’# 
descendants soon spread theni«elvcs over tho place, and one of them 
now held the vilLigc to our left, from whence be kept up an active 
fiuarrcl wiUi his Ponarar neigldioar on the old subject of a disputed 
lioundary, the ins and outs of which ForUham nas now trying to 
amravcL 
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which paccJ a sentry gnanliny the pilol arnw. Tlio Sojwys thcni- 
Etlves wore iucr>tly away in a corner vrliore tlic village dealers liad 
opened an impromptu shop o! groceries ot rarious kinds, and woro 
largaining for the materials of which they make their frugal meals. 
Some of them wore aliwuly hard at work making thevr Hour into 
dough, and then roasting their flat cakes on round iron plates, 
whilst a little pot of <Ul— a kind of pulse — was MJnmcring away 
hesido the fire. 

Ikhiud the fcunnm/i’s shop was a group of camels, most of them 
lying dosvn ruminating after their morning’s work. Further to tho 
loft was a fine female elephant, lardy fanning herself with a branch, 
wiulst her keepers were busily preparing cakes similar to those of 
the Sepoy?, only four times the elze, which were intended for her 
special lienefit, her allowance Iwing thirty pounds of flour daily, 
with half-n-pound of glt^c and half-n-pound of treacle to supply tlio 
place of butter and jam j hoflides which slic was allowed ns ranch 
as she could cat of gra«s, succulent branches, and millet stalks. So 
on tho whole she was about the best treated of all tho four-footed 
members of the camp. 

At some distance from thc-clcpliant were picketed two rows of 
horses — four of them in tho front rank, from their superior 
acroutrements as well as appearance, were cwily to bo recognized 
as Fopilham’s ; the otlicr four belonged to his mounted orderlies. 
In those days district ofiicials were more liberally supplied witli 
attendance than they arc now. Having mado the rouml of tlio 
camp, passing a small tmt, from wUicli a savouty smell and sounds 
of liissing frying-p.ans issuing told that it was the kitchen, wo find 
ourselves again in front of the principal tent door. A large white 
dog of the common r.ariah breed, but in better condition than most 
of bis species, stood licking his lips as each dish was carried in by 
the hhifliixutgnrs and placed on tho breakfast table. Ho knew his 
place better than to go in till liis master called him — not that 
Fordham was his master beyond being master of the whole camp ; 
Bhoora’s legitimate oivnerivas o camel-driver, but the dog, having 
sliown marvellous Mgacity in tracking wounded deer on one or two 
occasions, was taken notice of by Fordham, and always at merds 
wa-s allowed a bone from the miuor’a table. ■ 

Breakfast having been served, and tho two Bnglislimen having 
bathed and changed iheir attire, they set to work with hunters’ 
appetites. Omelettes and khichrec — a favourite Indian dish of 
rice and imlse, boiled ti^clhei witli eavoury spices, and served up 
with butter and fried onions — dry curries, a round of cold corned 
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beef, potted ^rild'dack, eggs, toast and dmpjmtties — a spccies of 
thin flour cake, or scone, baked on an iron plate, sometUing like 
■what we have seen tInrSepoys making, only thinner j various binds 
of jams completed a meal to which ample justice was done. 

“tVliat do yon drinkj Milfordi” asked his host. 

“Oh, tea, please,” rejoined the other, laughing. “I have not 
got over my English habits yet, and could not fancy beer and 
claret, as all the others did in the station.” 

“ I am very glad to bear it. I alwaj-s take tea myself. If those 
fellows in the station would only drop beer in the mornings and 
take more exercise, we should hear less of liver complaint among 
them. By-the-hye, I have forgotten old Blioora and the cats 
too. Here, tit, tit, tit 1 there now, what do you tliink of those? 
he continued, as two beautiful little spotted cats camo racing down 
from thciE resting-place on the inner canvas roof of the tent, and 
began tubbing themselves against his legs, and mewing for food 
They were beautifully shaped, like miniature leopards— greyish in 
colour, with black spots, white chest and belly, •willi largo black 
bands and splashes, and nanow stnpcs of black, wliitc, and tan 
down the forehead. 

“ ^Vhat splendid little fellows exclaimed Milford j “wliataro 
they ? ” 

“A species of Pardine cat, called by uaturaJists 
They were brought to me when very young by a Gond shikaree, as 
I am known throughout the district as n collector of animals. At 
first they were savage, but they gradually got tamer. Even nowthoy 
will not let me handle them, although they both, and ouo especi.'illy, 
will ho in my lap for Iiours whilst I am reading or writing. They 
never leave the tents, and at night sleep in a basket, in which they 
are carried from stage to stage. You will Bee them by-ond-byo 
playing, and will marvel at llicir agility, which far exceeds that of tho 
common cat Here, Bhooni, old hoy, hero is n Ijono for you. Now, 
Milford, I must do some office work, ami, if you can amuse your- 
self in tlio mean time, -wc will go out at four in tho afternoon and 
see if wc can heat n hog ont of the eano fields Wyond the village.” 

“M'ell, if you will allow mo to take u liook ami ait quietly in a 
comer of your office tent, I should like to eoo how you go on 5 it 
will ho a novelty to me, whoso only notions of a court of justice 
are connected with Iwwigged and gowneil juilges and iKirrbtcra.” 

“Ah, wo don’t sport wigs and gowns in the jungles” rejomwl 
his companion, laughing, **b«it I tiunk we mete out ns good jastieo 
if not Ijcilcr, in our rough way; we have no iiitorveutionof attorneys 
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anil lurriitonj the parti>-< cr.nc<‘m»^l plfad thf'troirn C4tj“ei, aii'l 
bring n[> tlioir o^rIl llo\TeTer, comf along ami eeo I«r 

To an ailjolning iMil Oi*: t’iro VjigUMiiQen atljoume'l. MUforil 
cliov5 an caiy atin-cb-iir in a coni«‘r, wli<*m he pretemleil to roa|l, 
whibt Fonlhanj took imsACMion «f a small table j*larc«l nearly lU 
front of one tlrx)r. T-'himl Ki« thnir «too<l a venerable oM jernaJar 
of cliaj'pra^ieefl, or chief of the onh-tltci, a gTcy-l<cnr\!c<l old I’athan, 
arilh finow-whitf turban with a goM Isind acr'>'^ it, blue cloth tunic 
and crimson shawl round hi^ araist, m which was con*j'ictioa«ly 
Ihrurt a luandromc jtilr<>r-moiiiit'*<l, i\«>ry-hajnllp<l Ijvhoro kmfc, the 
badge of his rank, llehind him ogam titivnl two oplinnr)' chajv 
ptasaces, dtci*cd. in. similar umfotut but of inferior fjtulitr, ami 
instead of the dagger they wrorc an engmacd hraiV|tlati*, with the 
name of the oflico to which they l*«-long« d. 

Two natives now cnterc<l, and, making a low minam to Major 
Fordliam, sat down, one on each side; one wx** a MnhomciUn. 
stout and bUck»beanlf«l, with an nit of considetal’le diipiity and 
eclf-importancc. Tins wxs the sms/i/adar, or native seerrtary of 
tho oflicc, a jicrsonago of no ninall ciiMcquence. llis rival (in many 
ways) on the other side wa* a «hiiri>-facc»l Himloo, meaner in a|v 
peannee, much marked with small-jiov, and M-ry olwcquious and 
innlnnaUng in hU manner. Millord, ns he looked nl him, thought 
•him ft most untrustwortliy roan, niid bct liini doim asartiguont 
onco; thinking tho senslitailar mthern fine fellow: so much for 
appearances. As neither character will figuro in our pages again 
wc may as well say tliat the portly senshtadar was, if po‘‘mble, tho 
greater rascal of the two, and tioth of them were commonly fiUjii)0srd 
to fatten on ill-gotten gains — a state of things which tho utmost 
vigilance on the part of tho Kuropoan district oflicers wxs i>owcrlcss 
to prevent. Each man wxs atcomieinicil by a clerk, niul a j^on 
capying a large bundle of papers tiwl up in n red cloth. Tho 
Hindoo, who was tho nazir, or Imancial secretary and accountant, 
opened his bundle, took out a paper, and, receiving a nod from his 
master, began in a very whccry voice, that seemed to filter through 
a layer of cotton srnol, to rend a {vipor written in Ilindoa I'ordham 
listened, .^nd rapidly gave some orders. The iiarir px»sed the paiicr 
over to the clerk behind him, who entered tho instructions on a 
comer of tho document. 

The serislitailar now prodacMl a lengthy rejwrt in the Persian 
character, which he read m sonorons tones, rocking his body to and 
fro, and reading as much as could bo done at a time in one breath 
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rCgartUess of stops, Avlien, avnth a deep inspiration, ho mado a dasli 
on at another series of clccply-monthcd words. 

ililforJ thought nothing could be more monotonous, andFordham 
slyly winked at him as he watched his ailcnt astonishment. Similar 
orders were passed on this paper, and endorsed in the same manner. 
Then the nazir got another innings, then the serishtadar, and so on, 
till all the reports for the day were fiaished. 

At tlus juncture JTusseer Khan, (Iivested of his brown shikar 
suit, and arrayed in uniform as a chapprassec, came in and informed 
his master that the blue bull had arrived. 

“ Some of my monung’s work,” said Fordliam, turning to his 
companion irith a smile ; “do you care to go out and sea it t ” 

“Ob, yes,” rejoined the other, springing up from his chair; 
“everything is fresh to me. Good gracious 1 what a monster 1 
what do you call itl" 

"Well, he is a big fellow, certainly,” replied Fonlham; "it was 
almost a sin to shoot him. 1 generally call tliem blue bulls, for it 
U difficult what to call them ; they belong properly to a genns of 
antelopes wliicli is more common in Africa than in this country. 
Ho has tho mingled attributes of tho antelope, cow, and horse. Tim 
native name, tii/l'juo, signifies blue bull” 

" He is Almost as big as a horse,” remarked Milford. 

"Yes, I suppose ho is About Galloway height, 131^ or maybe 14 
liands ; you CAH hardly jndgo of Iris siso ns lio lies stropped up on 
this bullock-cart. Foot brute f he gave me a smart gallop before I 
knocked him over,” 

! did you kill him on horseback f " 

“Ves I generally do so when I kill them at all, and I only tty 
to kill tlicm when wo are in Avant of meat, or for tho villagers whose 
crops they destroy, and who nro glad to get them to cat, poor 
fellows J Kow all these Gonds round about are rejoicing at the 
anticipated feast, AvlriUt those stnpid Maltomcdans of mine will not 
touch it, I am sure, becaasa jfusscer Khan did not arrive before 
the breath ha<I left its body. It ia no u«e niy telling (hem that 
their law is founded on tlie old Jlosaic ordination regarding tho 
Itlood, and that ns long as the bIoo«l flows nl tlie cut and customary 
prayer they may safely cat Ik Tlicy arc mostly ignorant men, 
knenriog but some of tlio fujjdmental rules rus'l ceremonies of their . 
religion, and a few prayers in Arabic which they learn like parrots; 
and. by living so long amongst tho Hindoos, they have insensibly 
imbiVd many of their idoltlrou* neighbours' prejudices. I have 
a bsmed Mahotnedan with tne, a Monlree, or Doctor of Divinity, 



14 


B£OKG£. 


liave their prescriptive rights, -which are protected by the State. 
For instance, as the head man — ^malgoozar or reroindar — cannot bo 
tirmed out so long as he pays the Goii'eninicnt assessment, and his 
office is here£litar3’, so the maoroasee assamee, or heredita^ tenant, 
cannot bo ousted from his holding so long as he does his part in 
paying his rent regularly. His fields -which ho received from his 
father uill descend to his sem, so ha is in fact a part proprietor. 
A tenant whose rights are not so secured becomes a tcnanfcut-will, 
and is liable to be ousted by the molgoozar, if a higher bid is made 
for his land. But twelve years’ occupancy woidd entitle him to 
claim the right of a mouronsee tenant, and the law -would protect 
him accordingly. Each village or group of villages has its canoongoe, 
or village accountant, whose duty tt is to submit to the State the 
accounts of each tenant’s holding. These ranoongoes, or putwar- 
rces, are remunerated by fiicd, cesses levied on all the cultivatorB- 

In certain cases the State makes over a talooqa, or divirion 
containing many villages, to one man — m olden days gener^y a 
noble. He is ejected to pay acertain fixed sum to the GoTemment, 
and then he makes bis terms with his malgoozais, and they ^tU 
their tenants — the rights of each being still guaranteed by the State. 
Ho then is termed a talooqdar. IVhen for some special service the 
Oovermnent demand is remitted altogether, in favour of one or 
more individuals, the grant is temed a jaghir, and the holder a 
jagliirdar. Of course the systems of land tenure vary greatly in 
different parts of India, but, as our story has to do with the Central 
Provinces only, the ^ht sketch above given is all that is necessary 
for present purposes. 

^Vhen those territories were ceded to the British in the year 1 81 S 
several BelUeinonts or assessments of the Government jumma, or 
revenue were niatlo fm short periods, which was a wiso arrangement. 
Much of the amble land lay still covered with forest, and tho 
cultivated portion was impoverished by over-taxation. By a scries 
of short but gradually IcngtheDing iettkments, at low rates, time 
was given for the cleannl land to recover, and settlers were en- 
couraged to open up tho fertile valleys that liad hitherto lain - 
waste. , , 

It was now about the tune for a fresh nsscssnient, and ^^r thirty 
years ; and before entering into tho questinn of how much each 
- villa're ought to pay, it wasneccssaiy to Invo on accumto survey of 
tlie whole, with a definite demarcation of bound.wjc-s and final 
adjustment of all disputes. And this -wxs no easy matter: all the 
old feuds about A few yanis of soli; obsolcto traditions of a river 
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ted taving "been divoited "by ono ol tliose freaVs oi natute, "which 
"will occaaionahy take place in the tsdny season; deliberate ^ertions 
of land-marks being forcibly removed ; every conceivable invention 
and falsehood iverc brought into play on all sides, in the hope of 
getting a few extra acres out of a neighbour's land. 

Such was the case being now investigated by Fordhani. Tlie 
natural demarcation between tho two villages was a nullah, or 
brook, which, amongst other contortions pecuhar to the brook kind, 
had made a decided start to the right, and then, after taking a short 
bend, turned back again, as if it had repented its little freak, and 
tlius formed a horse-shoe before it flowed on again in its original 
direction. The few acres of ground thus enclosed were of good 
quality, and formed the casus belli, not that quality mattered in 
the least — if it had been banen tock it would bave been all the 
same, and Fordham often declared that the final settlement of tho 
quarrel u'ould ho a sad loss to both parties. The value of tho land 
the last thing they cared about; it was a point oi hontAii "with 
the fiery rathan to have what ho considered his own, in spite of 
the wily Ponwar, and he held it by force and put in his ploughs 
by force— and with the latter it was a secret pleasure to gall his 
neighbour by incessant appeals, and endless litigation, and now came 
tho final tussle when the matter was to bo decided for good. Tho 
Ponwar declared that tho brook ran originally across the baso of 
the loop, but that his opponent’s grandiakber made a dam whiiih 
stopped the water in the rams, and cau^d it to find a fresh channel 
for itself, wliicU it did by encroaching on Jus lands — that the 
boundary ran straight from a palas treo at the first bend to a semnl 
tree at the second— and what could Ids ancestors do 1 There was 
,a JIujsulmtm Sooboh at Seotiec, and justice was not to bo obtained 
by a Ponwar apiinst a JIalioinoilan. 

The contending parties stowV on opposite sides at the door of 
Kutcherry tent, just in front of the tabic, the space in tlie middle 
being occupied by the witness whose deposition iras being recorded. 
Tho Ponwar was an tflj-looking, sUm, fair man, with cringui" 
manners, but wilha vcmof caustic humour "with which he occasion 
^ly touched up his impetuous opponent, who formed a great contrast 
in appcaipncc — a fine, soldierly-looking man of about fifty, tall an 1 
portly, w iih bushy grey Iwanl and whiskers, which were trained ♦ 
sUnd out like those of n Tfild cat; aROodrider, andkeensnorterr, ^ 
a killer ol tigers and bison. ‘Was he to be Ireardcd and thn^^i' 
by an idolatrous, cfTcminitc Hindoo, and a mongrel eort of 
to boot Soobhan jMiah ! it was enough to make his liair 
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ForJiiam ■n'as greatly amused at setting these t-n-o old foes against 
each, other, but he Tvas careful not to show the least favour or 
partiality to the Pathan, who was on old frietul of his. 

“li is very strange, ” Ire renarlxdf *‘tkst you two csmiot fire 
together in peace.” 

“Two snakes m a basket!” nmrmuied a bystander, at which 
there rras a geaeml titter; the propensi^ of the huger reptile to 
swallow the weaker one seeming to apply to the present case. 

“So wo will, itaharaj,” pleaded the Ponwar, “only give me my 
land.” 

“His land !” snorted the Moslem. “As much his land as the 
saliih’s tent iS his. Is not the nullah the boundary, and always has 
been! Am I a magician, that I can make the waters flow where I 
likcl Pah! thooh’ but why should I talk before the sahib to one 
of a generation of liars 1 Ghurceb-Purwar” (protector of the poor), 
continued he, altering his lone to a Tc$])cctful one, as he tuned to 
Pordham, “let my witness bo called. The Gouds are truthful and 
not like the Ponwars.” 

Foidham nodded to the scrishtadar, who called out, “ Summon 
Bukloo GonA" 

“Bukloo Gond, Bukloo Gondl” shouted the court peons, 

“Ho, dadai” rephed a primitive-looking old savage. JUsing 
from the ground, and casting his axe over his shoulder, he advanced 
to the table and stood on one leg, the Gondi attitude of respect, 
And with his hands joined. 

“ Adndnistcr the oath.’* 

“2fow, repeat after me,” said the scrishtadar, in his pompous 
manner. 

“ Ho, dadn ! " replied the simple oW man. 

“You mustn't say ‘Ho, doda!’ Repeat tho oath after me.” 

“Ho, ebda!” 

Tlic scrishtadar shrugged his shoulden ond asked him in bigJi- 
flo^7n language what god ho woishippcd. But it wos of no nA-ail. 
TIio old fellow could only gna and answer “ITo, Aida f” whiKt 
tho bystanders wore convulsed with suppressed laughter, and Ford- 
ham himself could not help snuhng. h'eemg at fast that tlicro was 
no clumco of the scrishtadar, who either could not or vould not 
descend to the level of the Gond’s intellect, being able to make the ' 
old man understand, ronlljam took him in luind himself. 

“Kow then, dnJh” K^ld he, addressing him in hii own dialect, 
“wliat god do you worship t” 

“Burra Deo, Maharaj,”replied theoldman, grinning from carlo car. 
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» AVcU, then, lioldyour liand tipaftd swear, * Bum Deo ka Wrn-V* ” 
“Bnrra Deo ka kirria,” lepcalcJ tke old man Eolcmiuy, holujog 
up hU hand. 

“ ‘What’s your name 1 ” 

“liukloo.*’ 

“How old arc youl” 

“How can I soy, Maliarajl — about twelve or tliirtccn years 
inaylje — ” • , 

This from an old fellow of seventy-five or eighty elicited a hurst 
of laughter, hut Tordham interposed. 

“How often have you seen the bamboo flowcrl” 

“T\vicc, JIaharaj, aud a third approaches.” 

“ Put liira down as seventy-five,” said Fordham to the serishtadar. 

" Now go on and tell us wliat yon know of the boundary of the 
village.’* 

“ 1 knew it, Mahamj, when there was not an aero of ground on 
its hanks under tho plouglu On either side for a f^uarter of a mile 
• towards tho villages was waste, used for herding cattle. Tho 
brook ran where it does now : there has l>cen no change.” 

“There, see, my lord,” hurst forth tho fiery old Pathan; “it U 
true, tho Gond speaks tho truth I ” 

“Who gives him two khundics of land for kodoo, rent freel” 
glibly insinuated tho Ponwar. 

A snort from the indignant Khan was followed by an injunction 
from the scriahtadar to keep ^enco before the liakim. 

“Do you know the palas tree and the semul tree at tho two 
bends of the nullah f” 

“ Ho, JIaharaj.” 

“Bcema Potail declares that his boondaTy runs in a straight lino 
across, and that the nullah used to flow in that direction till it was 

diverted by Oomrao Khan, the present malgoozar’s grandfather is 

it true 1 ” 

“It is true, and it is not true, Maharaj. 1 knew tho Khan 
ealub’e grandfather, and Ecema Putail’a great-grandfather, and 
neither of them turned the brook ; it was a greater than either of 
them did it — it Was,” continued the old man, lowering his voice to 
^Icmn an*l mysterious whisper — “ it was Doongerdco who did it. 
^e nuUah flowed on botl\ rides o£ the hand. So I have heard inv 
facers m ; and tho land was an island e:waeil tn Xn the 
rai^t of it stood an enormous semnl tree, where the Gond nconU 
laid tteir oITctbgs, and where ttio souls of pur ancestors lived • Imf 
one day Soojahut Khan, tho fatha of Oomrao Khan, cut donm tho 
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scmul to malco liimsclf a large canoo for the tank, and since then 
there has been ill-feeling about this land. Doongerdeo dried up 
one clianiiel of the nullah, and the place was no longer sacred ; for 
no one woidd go neat it. At last the cattle gmed there, and then 
Suka Putail, the great-grandfather of Peem-s Pntail, Laid claim to 
it, and there has heen rrat about it ever since ; but Doongerdeo 
dried up the nullah — my people hare said it.” 

Thero were raried expressions at this old legend amongst the 
listeners. Not a few believed in it, for tales of wonder were not 
uncommon in a land of forest and mountain, peopled by superstition 
with woodland fays and deities. 

rordham was amused with the tale, though in his own mind he 
was of opinion that the cliannel bad been diverted by natural causes, 
not infrequent in the rainy season. 

The Pathan malgoomt’s face showed a mixture of contempt and 
somewhat of disgust at the compromising natine of the evidence, 
but a smile gradually came over it at the mention of the tree having 
caused the feud, for he remembered the canoe as a boy ; it was now 
rotten and sunk, but it bad been the finest donffa * in the district. 

Seema Patod wss half frightened at the supeisatuial psrt ot 
the story, and half disgusted at the evident credence it obtained. 

“ Let my lord order a pimehapet t on it,” at last he exclaimed. 

“ Nay," said the Pathan, “ let Beema Putail put his hand on hie 
son’s head and walk over the boundary ho claims.” 

“Wcl],”jreinaiked Fordbam, ‘‘I tlunk the punchayct will bo the 
best plan. ’Will yon agree to one, Wuseer Khant” 

“Ghureeb-Purwar, I will do whatever you advise." 

"Well, name one, Peems.” 

“Ham Inll Seyt, Kbodawund.” 

“Well, Wuzeer Khan, do you agreof” 

"Without doubt, my lord; Bam Lajl Seyt is a good man and a 
just, and unlike the rest of his caste. May the curse of the Prophet 
light on them I” bo muttered in on undertone, ns ho remembered 
sundry cash transactions with ihc banker caste, of which Earn Lall 
was a member. 

"Put down Ram Lall Seyt as sir-punch. Now, Wuzeer Khan, 
name another.” • 

“ Bakur JIahomed Khan.” 

“His wife’s sister’s husband. I obj<wt, my lord," cried Becma. 

• a Saj-em eiiHw. 

^ Aioirer boartofstUtrstion, nswByeoMirtlBgofflre— YUpfoiit mtmlienMli Hr- 
puacb or pruUtat. 
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“Veil, then, Raheem Khan, o! Ktlee?’' demanded the other. ^ 

“ Very well, I agree,” said the Ponwar, adding, soUo voce,^ “ He s 
the same religion, hut they’re tejAited to dislike each other.’ 

“ Now, Beema, another on your side.” 

“ Nuncoo Putail, ol Khapx” 

“No, no,” cried the Pathan; “you lent him three hundred 
rupees for liis daughter's marriage, and do you think he will ^vo 
fair judgment?” 

Bccma appealed to Fordliam, bat was told he must name someone 
to whom Ids opponent would agree, so after great wrangling they 
chose a Gond. Then the Fathan named another Gond, who was 
accepted without demur, both sides apparently having faith in the 
simple honesty of the aborigiues. Finally, Beema proposed another 
Ponwar, who, after some discussion, was accepted. And so the 
arbitration stood as follows. One Hahomedan and one Ponwar, 
two Gonda, and a Mahajun, or banker, for aii-punch, or president. 

Orders were then passed for the summoning of the arbitrators, 
and the court closed for the day. 

“I am afraid it is rather late for the hog,” remarked Fordham, 
looking at his watch ; “ however, we can but try, though we have 
some littlo distance to ride. AUons, boot and saddle ! ” 

“Are wo sure to find them soon V asked Milford. 

“ Pretty certain. There are a few places m this district whero 
you can tide pig, and ue are going to one of tho best. There aru 
some sugar-cane fields, in which they lie sometimes for days together, 
and there is a clear run of about two miles before they can get into 
thick cover ; but it is tickhsh riding over black cotton sod for the 
first milo; after that wo comoon al^ of laterite, which is first-rate.” 

Hero the old jemadar came in and whispered sometlung to his 
master. 

“ Ah t I guile forgot, Milford ; do you mind putting up with 
small game to-day and leaving the pig for tho morning?” 

“No, not in the least. I am ready for anything.” 

“Well, then, I must tell you I want a live adult of tho 
rib-face, op barking deer, for my menagerie, and so I gave orders 
for a small hill, which is supposed to contain one or two of these 
antniaU, toi>Q surrounded by nets on three sides and driven on the 
fourth. M’o will take spears, in ease wo get o tough customer like 
a mnUicr or hyena in the nets.” 

horses were already saddled, and a few minutes sufficed for 
^0 sportsaion to don tbcic shikar suits. Fordham looked with 
interest at the bran-new guns in their glossy cases wliich his young 
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companiou had trought out, hot thcro was no time to lose in loot 
ing over all the latest improvemente ; so he tunied to his otto 
■weather-beaten rifles, every piece of which Iiad its story to toll of 
hair’s-breadth escape* and stirring scenes, and his eye briglitened, 
nnei his heart vrarnietl fotvanls them as he thougJjt that fJio finest 
battery modem still could turn out would hardly replace his old, 
well4ried friends. 

“I shall take tliis with me to-day,” he said, tnming to ifusseer 
Khan, and tapping a long single-barrelled rifle. “Yon are in 
disgrace, my friend, since you missed the man eating tiger at 
Siiekha; hut ■wcwUl give you a chance now and then of retrieving 
your character.” 

“That's a killing looking weapon,” reniarked Jlilfonl, ns he 
noticed its great length, and the heaviness of the metal. 

" Yes, as a rule it carries veiy truly, hut my faith was shaken in 
it Uie other day,” rejoinwl Fordliam. “ I had been oat after a t^r 
at Sirekha, at the coaflueoce of the Hirrie river with the 
Gnnga, and after much toil came upon him, lying osder a dump 
of bamboo. I was particularly anxious to get him, for he had 
lately taken to man-eating, and, as he lay looldng at me with his 
head between his paws, I fouibhiy laid do-wn the double rifio I 
had in my hand, and took up ' Plugger,’ thinking to brain him as 
Iio lay, and for the first time the weapon played mo false, or rather, 

1 should say, my own eyo and hood, for, after all, it is little a 
shooting-iron can do if tho aimer’s band shakes.” 

Their Touto from tho camp lay along the edge of tho tank — a 
riiect of water 'which in England would probably bo called a lake 
— and the younger Engltslmiaii was greatly interested in the 
variety of avater-fowl which, most of them new to him, dotted its 
surface or which sported along its banks. ducts in countless 

numbers thronged the plscid bosom of tho uuters, or circled round 
and round in tho air preparatoiy to solUIng down — along Iho e«l'^ 
stalked long-legged cranes — tho graceful earns,* with his crimson 
head and statdy caniige, towering above the em-allcr storks and 
ibises around him. Here and there a solitary heron stood motion- 
less, watching for an unwary fish. StiJta and Kindpipers hunted 
along the oory n>ai?pn for their food, and the elegant pheasant- 
tailed, golden-necked jacana glided swiftly ever the leaves of the 
crater lilies. 

“Look," said Eordliam, pointing to a dear patch of water out 
of the midst of wluch a slcna<«^piantc<l head like that of a serpent 
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rose, looked ronnd for a eccond, and llicn vfitlidrow again, to "bo 
raised alrcsii a few yarda iarflicr. 

is iti— a snakol” asked Milford. 

“ Ifo, not a etiako, kut a enake*bird. It 13 a most extraordinary 
creaturo, a very handsome species of diver ;t in tho morning you 
may often see it perched on a stone, ■with its wings spread out uko 
a Prussian Eagle, liasking in the sun and looking the essence of 
stupidity, hut in 
tho water they aro 
most warj' birds, 
generally svrimming 
with the body 8U^ 
merged, and it is 
little use ehooting 
at them, for, in 
addition to the very 
small mark they 
afford, they dive at 
the flash like an 
Amotioan loon ; 
they have beauti- 
ful plumes which, 
in some parts of 
the country, ate 
considered em- 
blems of nobility 
liko those of the 
heron.” 

A large hatch of 
teal now came whirl- 
ing over their heads . 

and fell plump like cbhuliu. 

a shower of shot into tho lake ; at tho -same instant, with a sound 
liko the wliizz of an arrow ns it ^wsses close to tho car, darted n 
hlij-ri, or peregrine falcon, b«t tliia tune tho teal were too quick 
for him, and the disappointed hawk soared on and upwards in bis 
Bwoop, aad passed over to Uio other side. 

By this time tho horsemen had neared the end of tho tank, and 
surmountmg a slifdit slope, covered with low heyt bushes, they 
came in sight of the hill lo bo driven, wliich lay jutting out from 
a low range whidi bounded tho horizon. 

t n»liif wiansTfufrr. 




“Hist!” whispered Fordham, “thei-e is a chUcara just within 
ranse. Now, Milford, try your lack." 

The graceful Uttlo gazelle* was unconsciously nibhling some of 
the tender shoots, and had not as yet noticed the party. Milford 
seized his glossy Pardey, fresh from its case, and, eagerly aiming, 
fired. The gazelle bounded high in the air, and went down the 
dope at a pace which showed that not much damage had been 
done. 

The young sportsman blushed with disappointment and vexation, 
but Fordham assured him a chibaia was no easy mark for a beginner, 
and he would soon get over the little excitement that always prev.iils 
at first. And then, as they went on, ho related several anecdotes 
of his own failures in years gone by. 
y On arriving at the liUl they found the nets all arranged, and the 
beaters waiting. 

“ You must not consider this poaching business as an introduction 
to Indian sports, Milford," remarked bis companion. “This is 
merely to Ratify my mania for collecting living specimens of 
onimds, and 1 find that if I trust to the natives to trap them, they 
invariably hurt the poor things in some Avay. Now, look here, 
these 010 long fishing Mts, stroag enough to hold the creatures I 
want, but you can never bo certain in this district that the smallest 
copse does not contain a tiger or other savage animal, and therefore 
I warn you to look out. Hyenas are very common in such peaces 
as this ; conse<iaently I have given each nct-^vatcher a spear. I 
shall guard this run myself, os 1 see some tracks here of rib-faced 
deer, kakur or bherki oa tbo natives call them. You take the next. 
Nusseer Kkan, who has got the end net to the left! it’s a likely run.” 

" That one-eyed shikaree from the Putail's village, my JonL” 

“ Oh ! that braggart ; ho won’t do much even ^rith a hyena. 
Now tell the beaters to begin.” 

Some minutes elapsed before a messenger could get round to the 
back of the lull whrre the beaters were assembled, and daring the 
interval the two Englislimcn hid themselves os much as possible- 
behind bushes, and awaited the advance. The nets were placed 
on supports, so as to give way with an animal of the size of the 
kakur and fall over him, and were partially ludilentby light, 
feaUieiy branches of the aonia trcc,+ planted hero and there in 
front. Sililford, to whom all was new and frcslj, felt intensely 
excited as the faint sound of drains and shouts tame, borne by the 
breeze which swept over the hiU. Then birds of alJ kinds came 

* ComS) ficnwnlL i Z’tsiravdKj ndiUn 
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flying over; Uic chattering niwl screaming latori,* or bufT-magj'ie, 
fir«t attracted liis notice. Then a jangle-fo^vl rO«o witli a avlurr 
and swept over his head j then a peacock svith a magnificent train 
—how his fingers itched to puU a trigger as it po'-ed ; then another 
and another ; out dasiicd a iiare, and fcH into KonlJiain’a net, hut, 
not being heavy enough to bring it doivn, it was frighlenc<l back. 
As Milford watched he thought he could see soinethiiig nioving 
cautiously thmugU the bushes, something with reddish hair; his 
he.irt beat faster os he thouglit it miglit bo a tiger or janther. 
However, his doubts were soon sot at rest when a lieautiful little 
deer stepped out of the dense copse, and advanced cautiously, now 
• and then slopping with upUftcil forefoot to listen to the approaching 
beaters. It was aliout tlirec feet or so in length, and of a reddish 
chestnut colour, low in the fore-quarters ; but its chief peculiarity 
lay in its head, which was nnlike anything Milford had seen before. 
From the mouth projecte<I two sharp little tusks curved ilownwanla, 
the skin between the eyes tvas pucki'fcd up into longitudinal ridges, 
whence comes its name of rib-fncc<I. Above each eye rose a bony 
pedicle, covered with skin and hair, to the height of three or four 
inches M'd on each of these tvas a short two-pronged horn. Tlicae 
dc« ate not uncommon all over India in forest land*, hut they an* 
very shy, solitary animals, seldom found even in pairs. In c-aptivlty 
they get very tame, and evince most extraordinary freaks of appetite, 
eating meat freely, and even gnawing lioncs. Tlicy aro very goo«[ 
eating. 

Tliolittle animal w.as adtancing with nil the caution of a prowling 
lynx, when one of the foremost beaters flung a liandful of gravel 
high in the air, wliich carae clattering down like a volley of bullets. 
The bhctki started, and, dasliing blindly forwanl in terror, was in 
a moment entangled in tlic meshes of Fordham’s net. 

Both Milford and Nusscer Klian rushed to help him, and after 
much ineffectual struggling the little fellow was firmly, but harm- 
lessly, bound in a long strip of soft calico which formcil Nusscer 
Klun’s waist-lmnd.’ Tliey had just nccompIUhcd their task when a 
most diaholica^ycll was heard from their left, with shouts from all 
the heaters, some of whom screamed “ Bagh I Bagh I ” from the 
mere supgosition tliat it might ho a tiger. Others, who saw some- 
thing black, yelled “Bhalool BhalooJ" (bear). Many just screamed 
^ything out of fun, not knowing or caring what it might be. All 
knew that wme big animal liad broken cover, and that was 
enough to raise the hideous din. 

* J9nulr*c(Ua ni/i. 
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On tlie extreme loft a net ■was given in cliargo, ns •»vo liave before 
paid, to n one-eyed sliikaree, whoso exploits, judging from Ids onm 
account of them, were of no common order- Our friend squatted 
down l>cliina n bush, with a formidable-looking phulaa, or broad- 
bladed spear, •\vith wliich ho was quite prepared to do groat deeds 
of valour on any small fry, sudi os Iiatcs, mungooses, iwrcupines, 
Ac. But hc.was not in lark’s way — notliing came near him, not 
even a field mouse, although once or twico lie thou^it ho heard a 
rustling in tho coppice jint m front of liim. The approaching 
boaters ■warned him that tho clianco of anything was nearly over, 
and he was indulging in a cornfortable yasni, nhen arith a savago 
gmnt a grisly boar dashed headlong out of the thicket, and, to his 
horror, fell sLnp into Ins net. Xo doubt piggy was as astonished ns 
the shikaree, and gave vent to various mingled grunts and squeals, 
expressive of his disapprobation, during which lime liis straggles to 
get free u ere making seriotis rents in tho net ; stlU, had our friend 
been tho mighty man of valour ho was supposed to be, there was 
time and opportunity for driving tho heavy blade through his foe’s 
brawny chest, and adding an additional laurel to his crown. But, 
alas t the flesh was too weak. Uttering tlio piercing shriek that 
startled the two Englishmen, tho valiant hunter cost aivay lus weapon 
and fled. A few more vigorous rips and tugs at tho net, and the 
hoar was free, and, catcldng eight of tho flyiug figure, he made after 
him. 

By the timo Fotdluini and milfoid were on their feet and had 
hold of their guns the fugitive came in sight, closely pursued by his 
adversary’. Jlilford rapidly Snxl at the boar in hopes of stopping 
liiin, but missed. Again ho levelled the second barrel, and this 
time with some effect, for the hoar slavered and fell, but picking 
himsdf up he dashed on savagely again at the luckless native. 
There was only one chance for Inm now, and that was with Ford- 
ham. The distance was a long one, hut Plugger had done well at 
even a greater range. Dclioeralely, too dehbeiately under tho 
circumstances, Milford thought, the long barrel was raised j the 
young man held his bicaUi and strained liU eyes with expectation. 
For a second the deadly tube remained steady, and tho bright flash 
shot forth. The man fell exhausted, but struck thiougji the hrain 
the boar tolled OTcr''bim — dead! 

Humph I ” ejaculated Foidham, “Fm glad Plugger has retrieved 
his character this time. Ho has saved that poor fellow’s life at 
all events.” 

Milford had rushed off to help the unfortunate shikaree, who 
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was sUtin" tip, rocking his boily backwanb and forwards, and 
moaning dLsnialiy. llowas, ll 0 ^^cYC^, inoro frightened than hurt} 
though ho had nn ugly scratch across liis left shoulder-blade, tvhero 
the hoar had attempted to tip him as h© toUccl over. 

Nothing now remained but to j»ay off tho beaters and go home. 
Fotdham was generally very particular abotit pajnng tho men him- 
self, so that none of tho money intended for them should pass into 
other hands. For this purjxKc ho always brought a bag of copper 
on tho field, and each beater presented liis voucher, which consisted 
of a gun wad, which had been served to him at tho time of enlist- 
ment. As his method was well-known in the rountrj' he never 
liad the least difficulty m getting men. In fact thero is nothing 
the Gonds much as a day’s shooting out with a sahib, and, 

ad each man gets from a penny to twopcnce-halfpcnny in Indian 
money for tho day’s work, it combines profit with pleasure, for, 
small as tho sum may appear to «s, it is more than what these poor 
savages usually earn. However, it is not the Gonds alone who join 
In these sports. All castes and ranks eagerly enrol themselves 
when notice is given of a “Iwnk ’ or drive. 

It was ucatly dark by tho time tho friends got homo, quito dark 
under tho gloom of tho trees, and it was getting chilly, too, ns the 
mists rose from the surface of the tank. Tho camp looked gay 
with numerous fires : larger ones, round which gathered parties of 
camel drivers, elephant keepers, grooms, and nmneroits camp 
8er^'ants and followers j whilst smaller ones, like lesser stars, dotted 
tho recesses of the grove where the Sepoys were cooking their 
suppers ; and tho ruddy light of tho hro on tho bronzed skin of tho 
athleUc Rajpoot, as stripped to Ids waist-cloth he bent over his 
evening meal, made a subject for a painter’s oyo that would have 
delighted S.alvator Rosa or Rembrandt. Inside tho tent, where 
dinner was being laid, thero was a scene of still greater cheerfulness. 
A neat cnmp-tablc, with gUllciing glass and plate on tho snowj' 
cloth. A handsomo lamp, shedding n brilliant light over all. 
Round one of tho doors was crtcndwl semioitculatly a curtain to 
keep off tho wind, and tho door shado had been taken off, so as not 
to interfeto with the smoke and sparks of a crackling wood fire, 
which wartbrightly blazing away. A watchtul.servant sat close by 
with sundry jars of water, ready to cxlingnish, if necessary, any 
sparks which might set fire to Uie curtains or tent walla. * 

^ Round this cheerful blaze the two friends gathered after a hearty 
dinner of soup, fc-lornil fi«U from tho lake, a toast haunch of black 
buck, pintail duck and blue bull marrow-bones, with a bottle of 
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Rood Burgundy ; nnd the; talked of homo find friends in old England 
till the night >vn\cd late, and then they retired to n hunter's 
dreamless sleep, which closed Milford’s first day of camp life in the 
jungles. 
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^Ieodt bLi weeks had 
elapsed since the time of 
which wehavo bcen\rriting 
in our last chapter. An old 
man stood, leaning on the 
hairel of a matchlock of un- 
nyiial length, on the edge of 
»W11 overlooking one of the most beautiful valleys of the Seonee dis- 
trict — the vftUey of the DuUal — a little gem among.it the lulls of the 
northern part of the DurasL talooqa, a few miles to the south-east 
of the station of Sconce. It was a Eccne to gladden the eye of any 
lover of nature — the fringe of sombre forest — the refreshing green 
of the valley beneath — the glorious blaze of colour from the crimson 
flowers of the palas,* now buzsliog forth into bloom everywhere. 
Pen can hardly describe Iho effect of tlic masses of this splendid 
tree, the “Klamo of the forest,” as it is sometimes called ; under its 
gorgeous blossoms llio graceful, fuclisia-like grislea, with its coralJino 
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SHETKIIA, THE SHIKAEEE. 

Many and many a lime lias he gone tip to tlio magistrate h ofllcc and 
cast do^’m liis load oi eliin'r — tigers^. jKinlhcrs', ami l)caTs’, — lot the 
Government reward, an<l a long list of payments made to him 
exists in the rcconls to this day. 

The old man had maicliod fully ten miles that morning anil had 
still another .fifteen helorc him, and IhcTcfore he slayc'l no longer . 
than wag necessary to recover a little hrc.itli lost in toiling up the 
steep path to the top of liio hill, "Khen, htinging hU matchlock to 
the trail, ho strode olt along the crest of the ridge on ivluch ho liad 
heeu halting. Tlio path, which waa one used by the iton-wotkcrs 
of the Durasi hills on their way to the Sconce market^, led for some 
distance through the forest, when it suddenly opened on a wcll- 
mado toad, which had evidently been laid out by European skill. 
Tills was one of the dUtnet roads leading from the station of Sconce 
doivn to the Tehscel, or suh-trcasiiry of Kuttunglicc, in the volley 
of the Ban Gunga. It was luarkctMlay at Sconce, and tho old 
hunter met strings of people going home to their various villages. 
They were of all castes and classes. Tlio I’onuar in his light 
hidlock cart, or khanchur, drawn by a pair oi Vittlo fnaUrottin" 
huUocks, small high-hlooded deer-headed animals that will trot their 
eight miles an hour ^vithout whip or goad } sleek-looking Iclccs* 
on pomes, happy, light-hearted Oonds, most of them, tho girls 
especially, with a hnght bunch of palas Cowers, or tho Bweet* 
scented sprays of tho stuck on one side of their heads. 

Such is the fondness of the Goad tor this style of decoration, that, 
when some years ago oats were introduced into tho district and 
distributed amongst tho malgoozars for c.vperiment, the Gonds were 
80 struck with tho peculiarly graceful gram that it was with diffi- 
culty they were restrained from plucking it to adorn their tuihans. 
Tlic old hunter was well-known by many on the road. Tliero was 
hardly a village in tho vicimfy where ho had not lodged on a tiger- 
slaying expedidon, and many were tho greetings ho got and looks 
of wonder from tho stalwart Gondian damsels, who, with their 
sturdy hate limbs, tattooed with dahorato patterns, etr^e Amazon- 
like after their less athletic-looking lords. One of the first things 
that strike a stranger on entering Gondwana is the muscular power 
exhibited ly tho fem-iles of Uie aboriginal tribes as compared with 
the men — a state of things to bo pandicled in the animal kin'nlom 

However, wo must not wander from our story. 

Alter following the main road for about a mile the old hnnl 

• Oittbolen. 1 XJa.Xtrjia oi^eln<n#£fc 
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nature ot llic "beast witli whftm he had to deal, anti he hv-j 

long knife in iU sheath, ready for action if it were nteiloL lint all 
was aa still as the grave, save for the diimjp of tho cncketa in the 
grass, or the monotonous notes of the nightjars which wero coming 
out as the sun went down. At last the ahikarec to^Oj ®t**l cauljousl) , 
irith eyes and ears slrauietl, and, placing hU hetween ms 
5 teeth, ho stepped out into tho open, and h^an carcftilly to reload. 
Having fJflcd a measure with coatso powder froin a largo horn 
slung at his waist-belt, he chose two bullets, one ji sire smnllor than 
tho other. The larger one, carefully wrapped m a patch, ho rammed 
down tight over the powder ; tho next bullet with a hit of rag over 
it went down on the top ol tho first. This notion of the two bullets 
may or may not have been peculiar to Bheykha’® tactic.<i. Many 
Indian. sluVatcea use Ihtoo or even more bullets, but Sheyklm usotl 
to declare that with two bullets, <mo a little sm.aHer than tho other, 
tho aim was ccitain witli tho tight-fitting one, and tho other ivouhl 
■nrii hj rauto ‘Cnsn a&pan. apart, ^nis giving tuo severe wounds at 
once, Vriwthet this ingenious Uwoty will beat a practical tost wo 
much doubt. Having rammed down his buUtls, bo took out n 
small gazcUo liom, bcattUfuUy polished, plugged at tho bottom, and 
with, a small hole drilled at tho finer end, into which was inserted n 
- wooden stopper. Tliis contained a littlo fine. grained linglisli 
powder, with which ho rcplcnbhcd tho pan ot Ids inatclvlotk. 
Having done this to his entire satisfaction, and liavitig tepUeed Urn 
horn in his wallet— all lira time his eyes and cars having hecn on 
the alert — tho old hunter slicatlrad again his knife, and, BhouUletiiv' 
Ids piece, strode off rapidly towards the village ; suddenly stopping) 
ho turned back, and noting tho position of tho tuft of grass, ntnl tUo 
place where tho panther was croacliing, ho broke a twig, and, slitlinc 
the top, inserted it m another smaller twig. Tiiia T-«!inped instru- 
ment he forced into tho ground, tho cross twig at tho top pointin') 
in the direction tho panther had taken. Having thus mode lih 
memorandum for future guidance, ho strode off again, and ivas 
shortly within the precintVs ot tho village, ’ 

Here he was pressed to slay tot tho night by ilio nialgoozar ivlio 
knew him well, and who was also grateful for the supposed 
tion of the 4>anlhcr, who had on several occa-sionH kl^ly carrlpd nir 
the villagers’ calves and goats, and olso a faVaurito dog h„» »? 
shikaree sud ho must go on to hfajor Voiilbnm’s camp tlifil t • i *’ 
and, accepting the loan of a pony, and tho gift of a dtlnb . 

' ho started afresh. Tho moon lind risen, and Uk, cm! 

tolerably open, and in about two hours’ time the \vliin. , ■J’ bai 

kill, 
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camp came in sight. Tethering liis pony at the lionsc of an ohl 
acquaintance of his in the village, the old hunter made his way to 
Fordham’s tent, and, as the mhib iras at dinner, he sat doivn 
amongst the peons outside till ho could ha%’e an audience. 

Our friends, Fordliam and Afilford, were in truth at the moment 
of Sheykha’a arrival deep in the discussion of a game pie, in which 
sundry and divers victims of their guns and rifles were represented ; 
and reader, a game pie properly made — especially when the in- 
gredients have most of them a story attached to them — is a dainty 
dish Jit to set before a king. Tbero is s rest in each piece of 
venison when you know tlie patient stalk you had to secure the 
proud buck, the clever snap shot at the hare, the day’s fag after tlic 
snipa and the teal — all these como before j'ou ns you appease tho 
cravings of nature after a liard day of jungle vrork. 

Alter dinner was over, a servant placed a cliess-boanl on the 
tabic, and retired, when the old jemadar cntcrcdp&nd aiinoiuiccd 
tho airival of Sheykha. 

“ Call liim m, call him in,” caid Foidham. “ Now, ^lilfonl, you 
will see the most noted shikaree of tho district. I think he is 
rather orerr 3 tod,<hat ho is a staunch old fellow after nil, and 
certainly is tho best of tho lot ■, though now he is getting garrulous 
in his old ogo." 

“ "IVliy, he is the very izn.igoofold Natty Eumppoin Cooper’s 
novels I " exclaimed Jlilford, ns tho old man entercil, and, after 
making a salaam, grounded his piece, and fitocnl in respectful 
Attention. 

“ Yes, there oro points of resemblance," rejoined Fordham ; “ but 
our friend Sheykha is hardly tip to the mark of tho American, 
though ho is a bit of a hero in his way loo." 

“Tbero are many points of rescroblanco in apptarance,” remarkcil 
Jlilford ; “his lean liguK, scraggy neck, and mild, open face ; and 
(hen tlic dress is sot unlike, only that fas d{<pcn 5 cs with the garters 
that old X-catlicr-atoclung got his nazno from." 

“Ye«, and there aro other traits which coincide with the novclUt’a 
I,fn>_Sheyklia ’8 simplo habits ; he is the only native I know hero, 
abouts who will not even smole tobacco. Ho says ho got out of 
tho way of it, bccauw tlio wild beasts smell 3 ou quickcref you carry 
an aroma of the Vir^rfniaa treed about you. 1 know not if it bo 
true, but it U one of fiheykhs’s theories, and I havo not any reason 
to doubt it. Then ho has llio same love for the b.ackwooJs, and 
•eldom stays long in the sfcilion. Bat, os I s.n‘d Iw/orc, he is getting 
gnmilous m hU old age— a common fault. M'cU, Sheykha," ho 
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continued, addre.'^sing tlio sliikatce, “ I am glad you liayo come, for 
there is a tiger to arrange for bejond Khuntlipar, and the ground is 
BO bad, and the brute so cuiuiing, Uiat I am afraid wo shall liavo to , 
sit out for him at night, as the elephant is of no use.” 

The old follow shook Ids head- “No uso there, sahib ; there ato 
ravines wheTO no elephant could go ; wo must tie out a bait, but 
even that' will not avail mneb. I know that tiger of old; ho is a 
regular skulker, very suspicious. Wo must wait till he kills some 
cow o! his o%Tn free will, and then, Inshallah ! wo will circumvent 
him, Hut ho won’t bo driven ; you must lead him,” 

“So I hear,” rejoined Fordhatn, “and if anyone can circumvent 
him, you can, and therefore I sent for you- I tliink you had better 
go off there to-morrow morning and see wliat can bo done. I par- 
ticularly want to destroy that brute, for I hear he has killed one 
man, and ho may now become a regular man-eater.” 

, “If your slavjj might speak, he has a petition to make,” urged 
the old wan. 

“ Certainly j say on— what is iti” 

Sheykha then recounted the scene with the panther, and begged 
permission to track him up in the morning, and secure the skin, 
which was worth ten rupees to him. 

Leave was granted at once, and Foidliam asked ids young com- 
panion if ho Would like logo with Sheykha, in wluch case ho might 
take the elephant. “ I cannot go myself,” ho added, " for I must 
gallon out to look at a landmark where three villages meet, and 
which, it is alleged, h-os been removed from its proper place.” 

_ ^liUord c.agerly assented, and, the necessary orders having been 
given, Shcyklia got IiU eon/j^ and the two Englishmen settled down 
to their game of ches.s. 

JlUIonl wxs roused up at a very early hour next morning hy Ids 
old hn-arcr, who in sepulchral tones called out, “ Sahib ! sahib I it’s 
past five o’clock ; the yellow clouds are coming out.” • 

“ Holloa 1 ” exclaimed the young man, jumping out of bed and 
nibbing his sleepy eyes, Uo could heat the cawing of the crows 
and the faint clarion of the distant rdllago cocks. A hurried 
?pla.-hmg in cold water from a neighbouring stream, and in ten 


momns junsic work, ho looked more of the shikaree than ],« i-i 
on the first d.ry of his’ camp life. The only thC hTre^ i 
breeches, Winch ho «lid by Fotdham’s advice, an, 1 
found the comfort of them in resisting the attacks of £ 
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It was ft ilisapjwintment to tba youns wan, wlio expected poinc fim. 
However, he ^^-as not of a j^iJous dlsposUton, and tho next laomejit 
he was off tho elephant, on*l cTKuninitijj the panther ^rilh tiinoMly 
and interest; hcwasamagnificcntanimalof t!ic larger variety, and tijo 
twy envied Sheykha his goo<l luck in coming across him. A yonng 
dliaman tree was quickly felled and rttipped of its lateral tranche?, 
and tho feet of tho pntd Ijcing licil together, tho jiolo was pa<«ed 
under them, atid font stout young fellows carried him off to the camp. 

“Now, wliat are we to do, Sheykha?” aske<l tho j'oiing sporh^- 
man. “ Is there any chanco of anything on our way home 1 ” 

“AUali only knows," rejoined the old man, “where thn wander- 
ing tiger will rest, or the sambor hidc-s from tho nooniLiy sun? and 
there are IjQth of them in tho hills around us. Hut it your honour 
docs not mind a circuit of a few mile^, there is ft littlo hill, calletl 


hy tho Gonds OIuUol Multa,’ or tho hare’s hill, where wc may 
with your hondhr’s good foittmo get a be.ir. It is too late to look 
for tho sambut oa they return from their nightly foroya ; you nvuat 
intercept them before the day breaks, and tho moon is yet too young 
to be of use ; but a beat wc might find in tho cave*.’’ 

“Como along, .then, by all means," exclaimed the imi>ctuou.s 
youth; **enavaiit, fnavanl/" 

“Have you got any fireworks in tho howdah,AkbaT Aiil" asked 
tho hunter of the mahout. 

“There arc a few ‘anars’* in tho locker under the hack scat," 
was tho reply. 

"Good I we may need them, for at times n boar is not easily dis- 
lodged from a cave without a cracker or two." 

The morning was still fresh and ple.asant, and tlio breeze cool, 

• though tho sun was now well up, and tho route lay tlirough pretty 
country, undulating and wooded in parte, park-like, with hero niid 
there ft stream meandering through the fields tliat lay between villain 
and rnnage. As there wasnot much chance of game in such a countiy, 
AUlford beguiled tho time by taking note of such plants and slmiiis 
as avcrc new to him, and the howdali was fust filling with branches 
and sprays of fiower?. Along tho banks o! tho nullahs (lio 
carounda t was bursting forth into hlossom, its starry petals temma- 
mg him strongly of tho jessamine; tho climbing a.snaragiis+ was 
filling tho airavith ris fragrance; the plant sacred to thoGoncl^who 
caU Tt the tree of I,ftrl^lo; and tho splendid flowers of tho mh 
gated kuehnar, § resembling huge pcbigonium?, made gay tlio scene. 
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Milfonl wa5 nLoufc lo pluck n Inincli of curious velvety Jk’.'ids, 
whicli hun” from a ca'Cpcr twincti to«nil a tree, when Slicyklia 
hurriciUy stopfied Ijim. 

“ Xny, nay, don’t you touch that ; you fin^ijerfi will itch nil 
day if you do. Tl)at is tljo knwanch ;* nolwly lonchcs lliat cscqit 
for luodicinc.” 

SUlfortl recognised in tho native nime iho cowli-ige or cowitch, 
with which, as a schooltwy, he luul played sevend mischievous 
tricks. 

JIullol Mutta noav appeared in view, and the mounted orderly 
was sent off at a gallop to get a BufTicicnt number of beaters from 
the ’rtll.agc. The lull was a mass of a-olcanic rock, full of crevices 
and eaves, and was reputc»l a favourite lurking-place for licars, not 
only on account of the reecs-scs m iho rocks, but for the numbers of 
luoiiwa trees t in the neighbonrliood, the sweet succulent flowers 
of which are particularly tempting to llruin and his tribe 5 and, 
though it was rather early yet for the flower, still tiiero araa a 
clinnco of the animals being in rcsidcnc*'. 

The beaters were a long time in a$«ombliug, and Milford could 
not resist going up' (ho inil a bit to reconnoitre, .tju'm one 

of tho iieons, and two or tlireo Gonds followed, and after a few 
minutes' scrambling they all found (Iiemsetves on a huge trr^ 
liouldcr, from arhicU a commanding view could bo had of the village, 
on tlio outskirts of wliich they could see (he mco mustering. 

Having satisfied himself that there was really something done 
in the aray of collecting Wen, Milfonl began to look about 
him. 

The boulder on which lie and his followers stood seemed as 
though it had formed part of another equally large mass, which was 
still connected with tho mam portion of the hill ’ The whole avas 
one of those curious natural freaks not uncommon in the oveilying 
trap formation of the Satpura range, in whichit appeared as though 
some volcano had burst through the upper crust, heaving great 
masses of jgne,cms_rock above the surface of what then may have 
been but barren lava bed-s now decomposed by the we.ar and to.ir 
of ages into a fertile soil, covered avith well-cultivated cornfidds 
and i-erdant pastures. There was a deep irregular fissifre Jjetween 
the two rocks, the corresponding indentations of which proved tliat, 
at one rime, the masses had been oiuj piece, subsequently sepiaiatcd 
by some convulsion of nature. 

As Milford was pecruig down the dark chasm he was startled by 
•XWicliofprKfKii*. CnTTK^^tl^rtcw lloxb i &una lof OWla. 
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a savage growl, aad, at tUo same instant, lie perceived a pair of 
greenish eyes glaring at liini out of tho gloomy recesses of the wve. 
Impulsively he presented lus rifle, and fired both barrels rapidly. 
The liastiness of tho act rather startled him, on a moment’s reflec- 
tion, for he had no other gun with' him, and now ho had emptied 
both barrels, leaving himself totally unprepared for a charge. Tho 
only thing to be done under the circumstances was to reload at once, 
when he found, to his dismay, that his ramrod, which was rather 
loose in the barrel, Imd dropped down tho chasm at tho time he 
fired. But not a sound was to be heard — all was stilL Sending a 
man down for another gun, ho wailed impatiently for his retnm, 
when, seizing the fresh weapon, ho vcnltu^d to tho edge of tho 
figure again, and peered down. All was quiet, and, os his eyes got 
accustomed to tho gloom, he thought he could seo a dusky object 
extended below. Stones were tfeown, when, all at once, arose a 
shout from tho Gonds, “Asol na peola! Asol na pccla!” (bear’s 
cubs I bearis cubs !) and two llttlo black, shaggy creatures rushed 
out, and began tumbling downliUl. A bright little axe flew from 
the hand of one o! the Gonds, and on© of tho pair fell brained ; the 
other got into a hole. 

It is astonishing with what accuracy these people use thoir little 
hatchets. Althougli \ve luvo never seen anything approaching to 
tho mar\*ellous feats of the North American Indians, as recorded in 
tho pages of Cooper and other writers (which, if rot exaggerated, 
certainly emulate the Chinese knifo-trick, and would make an an- 
tagonistic Omahaw, Sioux, or Pawnee an awkward customer to 
tackle with a regulation sword), sliU we have seen a Gond knock 
over a hare at full speed with a celerity and certainty of aim which 
would make one decidedly object to stand the test of a shy at one’s 
o^vn head. 


Milfopl was rather annoyed at tho fate of the poor little fellow, 
who was not much bigger than a skyc terncr ; ho would rather 
have secured him alive. However, there was a chance of getting 
his brother out of the cave, or rather crevice, into which he liitd 
crept, and so he ventured in. The crevice narroAved inwards like 
the mould of a wedge, .and he had not far to go in before be found 
young Baiin, like a frightened cliild, with his head well stuffed 
mto tho comer, from Avhich ho was lu^d out by his hind le'w snail- 
ing and snapping impotent rage, most amusing in such” a* <snnll 
creature. The Gonds in the meantime had dnvjggyhouA+hR.’nidihivi' 
ber assailant, had been shot through tho brain ’ 
:>lUlota had quite got over the disappointment of the mornin" 
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now ; at all events lie would not go back empty-handed, and quite 
felt like a mighty hunter. Bat lie bad still more in store for him. 

Tho heaters had arrived at tlie bill, liaving started off at a run 
■when they heard the shots and the shouts of the Gonds chasing tho 
young hears. Sheykha now proposed that they should heat the 
southern end of the hill, ■where there were some likely dens. It 
was very prohahlo that the old male bear was in one of them, and 
it vras a matter of consideration to kill him, as ho ■was reported to 
bea“pucca bud 2 at,” Avhich may be transkited “a thorough bad 
lot,” having severely mauled an old woman of the village the pre- 
ceding niohu'a season. 

At tho base of tho hill ran a small gravelly nullah, on tho 
opposite h.ank of which, and immediatelj* facins tho caves, Milford 
■was posted, Sheykha warding a comer a little further off, in c.ase 
he broke out ia that direction. Sheykha had suggested that the 
sahib should mount his elephant, and thus he in a position of s.ifety, 
but the aj.ahout s.tid that Duasunta, though steady as a rock witJi 
tigers, ha«l a special aversion to bears and pigs, and could not bo 
brouglit to face them steadily ; so 3I3ford decided on standing os 
the edge of the ntdlah 

Tlie beat begin, ami came on merrily— joriil fellows the Gonds 
ate at this kind of work ', bughtcr and shouts, uncouth yells ns any 
unfortunito bare or sm.ill deer broke oiit of cover, jiractieal Jokes 
upon eacli other, and unrestrained mirth if any of the party came 
to any tri/ling niisliap — end so on they oumc. But Shoyklia had so 
ordered tho heat, tliat between ten men of the village he pbeed one 
of tho peons or camp folloircrs ^ho were supplied irith tho 
‘anars” to bo thrown into tho caves whicli abounded. Several of 
these missiles had been sent fizzing and Hnoldng down tbe crevices 
in the rocks without much effect } but at last ono must have lighted 
just on Bmin’s nose, for, witlianiost astounding roar, which caused 
a univereal stampede, he burst out of bis den, and canjo blundering 
down tho hill just in front of Milfonl. 

Tlio jouiig sportenmn’s nerves were strung to Uio highest pitch. 
Tliis was the first time ho had been ojicidy opposed to a s.i'rogc 
lra.st, and it scorned likely to be a comint d ofvtrnKCe, for the bear 
Iwd seen him, and, with a surly growl, was coming straight at him, 
and there w-as nothing for it but to tru*;t to good shooting. Of his 
two guns one wus uselcw, lie having dropped hi« ramrod iloim 
upon tho shc-hcar, and a Gond stepping on it in tho dark hail 
snapped it in two. Ills other gun was some inches shorter in tho 
barrel, so its ramrod was of no use, and he was as jd too raw n 
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wnnilamnn toliavc thought of carrying a spato loading rod — a thing 
he never forgot aftenvanls. 

"Wlien the hear was about half-way down tho hill, ho stopped 
for a moment, as i! undecided whether to go straight at the young 
Englishman, or branch off down tho track, which would have led 
him to the comer guarded hy old Sheykhx Milford took advan- 
tage of tho pause, and after a steady aim fired. Brum recchxd tho 
shot with a roar, dancing about for a second or two on his hind legs, 
and then (piito made up his mind to charge his assailant, which ho 
did with a vengeance, roaring as if lio were tho combined mouth- 
piece of tho whole tribe. But it was not an old woman picking 
mohwa Cowers that ho had to deal with this time, and he received 
a second shot, wliich tumbled him licadlong down the hill into tho 
litllo gravelly nuUalL Picking himself up ho held gallantly on, 
and matters were assuming a serious aspect for Jililfoid, who was 
trying to reload as fast os possible. Azim Klmn drew liis knife and 
seemed incUned to stand by his master, and .^tkbar Ali, the mahout, 
urged Bussunta in hopes of frightening off tho savngo brute. At 
this moment the old shikaree rushed up, and throwing himself on 
his knees levelled his long matclilock, steadying it on a bttlo forked 
rest which depended from tho barreh Calmly he waited, as tho 
fietce animal scrambled over tbo stony lied of tho stream, gnashing 
his jaws as flakc.s of foam and blood flew from bis fangs. Tlicro 
was a little slope for him to como up, and then the old hunter knew 
ho should get a gooil aim at tho V-s!wpcd mark on Ms chest, the 
most vital spot. The httlc pan rvas full of prmiing, the match was 
burning brightly, now w.os the time. A fizz and a loud report, and 
the be.ar was hurled backw.anls into the ravine, with two bullets 
planted just under his throat. 


Jlilfonl gJive a sigh of relief. lie had hcanl that it was not ns 
n tulo allowable for sliikarecs to carry their own arms or shoot 
when out ^vith their nusters, but on this occasion he was thankful 
to old Slvcykha for having brought his matchlock, and for bavin" 
used it with such deadly effect at such n critical moment ; and he 
learnt several lessons during the morning’s work wMch he did not 
fo^ct in after life, not the least of wMch was never to go out 
without a^tout looiUng rwl to salt all lus guns. 

By the time JUlfotd got back to camp it was late, ami the sun 
Ji ul burnt hi< ruddy English cheeks to a ficiy red, which in comsn 
ot time would turn into tho bignzctl hue of the hardy shikiree 
Be was rapidly getting into junjde ways. Xaturally a fearlew ' 
horseman, the set weeks’ rough riding with Fordham—who could 
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ride & horse baiefaacked, jump off and On, and change his stimips at 
a gallop, and fire a deadly shot at foil speed — had done him much 
good. JTany a time ^rould he haTO puU^ up fls a blue bull dashed 
dovm some brcak-ncck place, had not Fordham sho^^^ him the uray, 
shouting to him that where a blue buU could go a good horso could 
follow, no was also learning luucli from his elder and humano 
companion — to spate the doe witli the tender fawn, and to let even 
the proud stag go where there was no necessity for killing him. 
Fotiiham's creed was that the life of God's creatures was not to bo 
taken without just cause or need — ^for food, for defence, or for tho 
protection of hfo and property. And yet ho was a thorough sports- 
man at heart, delighting m overcoming difficulties and dangers. 
Having, as ho said, no or cliild, and very few kith or km to 
deplore lus loss, ho hesitated not at any time to expose hU life it 
there seemed to bo a necessity for it. But, ns wc have before 
said, no hunter was more cautious or careful of preserving tho 
lives of lu's followers than he was, and ho would sooner face 
a tigOT himself tlian risk tlio chance of exposing n singls 
beater. 

Idtlfoixl found oo his arrival that Ills companion Imd breakfasted 
long ago, and was busy at lus office work ; so, interrupting Zilm just 
lor a few minutes to tcU him of the good fortune of tho morning 
the young man went oiT for )<is bath and a good solid rcpi^t to 
follow. Although tho sc.ason was advancing ttio air was stiU cool, 
and under the iridc-sprcadiag mango tree*, wluch cm-cred the tents, 
and shed on unchoquered shade over the ground for hundreds of 
yards around, it was quite pic.as.ant sitting outside ; so hlilfonl took 
a book, and a cigar, and an e-isy chair, under one of ilio trees. Wo 
cannot say that he read much ; tho early hour at which lie had 
risen, the subsequent exciting ovcnls of the morning, tho bath, the 
breakfo-st, and now the cigar, had nil combiiic«l to make him tlrowsa*, 
which was somewhat nssssUnl by tho monotonous note of tho little 
Tcd-hcadcd Inrbct* (the coppersmith as ho is called by the natives), 
which sounds like tho steady stroke of a smith's hammer on a 
copjier kettle. 

Tlio mellow call of the goMcn oriolo now and tlien rc.«oundeil 
through the grove, and occ.asionally, liko a bnglit metw, tlio binl 
itself would dart lhroiu:h tho gtiMtn of tho orethaijjmg LmncliM 
of tho ra-ango trees. Tliete avns n hrgo Ireo of a species 
of fig not far from tho tent door, and it wim now in fniit, if 
one could dignify its small berries by such a title ; but Uie binl* 
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rather smote him as he looked at the beautiXxil creatures, and 
he thought that after all he rrould have rather done without 
the pigeon pie, in which (hey were destined to maice their next 
appearance. 

As ho walked slowly back to the tent, admiringly stroking the 
soft pluin.Tge of one of the birds, ho observed a new arrival in camp 
— a inld-looking Gond, with a ■ basket, and a letter in Persian 
chaiactm. As the man attiod on one leg, ant\ emd something 
about the "Burra Sahib,” Slilfoid took the letter to Fordham, who 
handed it over to the seriditadar to read. Before the monotonous 
recital was finished, Foidham jumped up with an exclamation, 
" ITow lucky i the very animal t want, and alive too i Have liun 
m; bring in the basket.” 

A peon returned untU the Gond and his burden, which consisted 


of a basket with a nettled over it, and insido wasan e.vtroordInaiy. 
looking creature, with a snout aUd a long t!iil — but body, tail and 
logs all covered with great scales, like those of a fisli. 

“ Tlmt’s a «]aeer-loolung lot,” rcmarkeil Milfonl ; “what is it 1 " 
“"Wliy, it’s a pangolin,* aec^j ant-eater," rejoined hiscomp.'mion, 
who was kneeling Iwside the basket “I liain ha<l fJicm brought 
to tno dead, but this is the first li\o one I have got hoM of.” 

The animal in cjucstion had tightly rolled himself up into a com- 
pact ball, and conse<piciit!y did not riiow to advaotage ; but after 
Isiing left alone awhile ho uncoiled. In colour he was dirty-iriute, 
and in length about 2J feet, including his taiL Ifl* scales were 
very Usb-hke ; "in fart," continncil Fonlh.am, who Lid lj«n giving 

• Jfosb inatoSiurjtM 
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young companion fiomc account of the ‘‘ in fact, he H 
called by the lutivca in some parts t>un rolioo, avhich means tlio 
junglo carp.” 

“tVliat do they catt” asVcdMiUonl. m • / i 

“"WcU, that puzika me, hovr to keep liiin alive. Tlicif fo<Kl 
consists of ante, and principally wlrito ants ; they hav(5 no teeth, po 
there is no fear of his snapping your fingers oil. "We must do our 
best to find provender for him, and 1 doubt not Vfc shall eucccj^ 
A few pice a day will bring him anta enough; hut a naluralist 
friend of mine has had great difficulty in keeping one alive, even 


for n short time.*’ 

Tho Gond auggested that a Ultlc water eliould be given to it, as 
he had carried it far, and Ibo sun liad been hot. 

Milford ran for a saucer, and, filling it, placed it in tlic basket. 
They then retired a short dUtancc. After a Utile while the iwngoUn 
uncoiled itself, and, in an instant, its long flexible tongue was 
lapping up tho water with a wpiity that raised a froth on tlio 
eurfaw. llut when any of tho hystanden approached it tumwl it- 
self into a ball again. 

Sbeykha now came up with tho panther’s skin, and tho skull, 
from tho latter of which all Bupctfluou.'i flesh had hcen removed, 
pTcparatoiy to boiling it for iU further cleansing. 

“That’s a grand panther, Shcyklia 1 ” remarked Fordham; “why, 
his skull is hko that of a tigress 1 ” 

“Yes, faliib,” repHeil the old man, “bo is tbo biggest I have 
ever killed, and I have shot o good many in my time. Hut there 
is a curious thing about tliis panther, sahib ; look at those holes in 
Ids head.” 


“ Well, those are strange, certainly,” said Fordham, examining 
tho skulk On cither side of the occipital ridgo were several holes, 
one as largo as a sixpence, through which a probe would have. 
iKissed to tho brain. Tlicy were evidently carious, and the result 
of disease ; but in other respects tlio animal seemed a healthy one, 
and Was in first-rate condition. Fordham told Sheykha to dean • 
the head carefully for him, promising him a present for it, as it 
would make a valuahlc addition to his collection on account of tho 
just mentioned. 

The rest of tho day was spent by Sfilford in trying to make his 
wna’d ^access. Tno Vitfte brulc 
«nri 'I® ciders, and would do nothing but walk to the 

hy winch ho was attached to a tent-pog, roll 
ead over heels, ond walk in a contrary direction, when a similar 
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somorwiiilt woulil bo performed. Ami he whined nnd wailed 
just like ft child j one in^ht lave mistaken it for the puling 
of some villager’s brat llilfonl was going to give it pure cow’s 
milk, when i’onllunu advised him no« to do so, but to mix it 
with one-half llio quantity of water. ''The groat niistako 
people mnke," he said, "who try to tear wild animals is to give 
them what they think is best for them, viz., good fresh cow’s milk, 
and they nonder tliat tlm little creatures pine airayfiftd die instead 
of flourishing on it. Cow’s milk is too rich; buffalo’s milk is 
belter, but both eiiouhl bo mixed with water. It docs not nmtter 
what the animal is, tigar cnb, fawn, or baby monkey, all require 
the same caution.” 

Fordliam’e experience in tlic nursing of wild animals liad been 
extensive, and ho had at that time a pet tiger, now full gromi, 
whoso ide!V3 of milk were bo connected with his early days that he 
etUl insisted on having it m a bottle, and LU ddly allowanee was 
aluoys administered to him in that ivny; in fact, he would not 
Iiave it in a pan, and always showed bis disapprobation of such a 
proceeding by gravely putting his huge paw into iho dish and up- 
setting it. 

Ift the eventog, after his office labours were over, Forclham sug- 
gested ft ivalk along the bo^ilcrs of the neighbouring jungle, byway 
of getting up an appetite for dinner ; so off they started, with their 
gmis over tlicir shoulilors, and ono attendant carrying a spare rifle, 
^leit route lay over some fields, lieyond which stretched a belt of 
grating land plentifully dotted over mill bushes, whilst the distance 
was bounded by a snitdl range of low hills, and it was towards the 
base of these our friends were bound, in the hope of picking 
up a young peacock or two, whicli, at this time of the year, after 
having fattened on the aromatic buds of the jugnee, are as good 
eating as Christmas turkey. The larder in camp was not irell 
supplied, and a stray gazelle or blierlci was also hoped for. Eut 
fortune smUed on them and something better was in store. The 
country behind, them was an open plain for miles, frequented by 
herds of antelope, and some of them had been seen near the camp. 

Slilfonl was questioning his companton about the best method of 
curing skins, with a i-iew to sending his trophies of the morning 
home to his widowed mother, who, ho know, uould prize them a.s 
her eon’s fiist victones, and Foidliam was deep in an explanation 
of the method he most approved ol^ when he suddenly came to a 
stop, and drew his young comrade behind a palas tree which grew 
I hy the side of the path. 
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The Sim was fast going tlown, and 4hc stillness of evening was 
settling over the countr;?'. The little night-warblers were beginning 
their sibilant notes in the hu^cs, and the crickets were tnlluig a 
merry roundelay in the gras^ although a flood of golden light was 
still poured over the landscape, nnaHng the yellow fieltla of jugnec 
glow with a rich cadnuum tint. 

“Hist 1 ” whispered Fordham ; “ there is a splendid old peacock. 
I am afraid he is rather tough for the table, but yon may be sure 
be lias Bomo hens with liim, so I will take liim a ball, and you 
knock over a hen, Ernest, or, better still, a young cock, as they 
rise.” 

The peacock is a grand bird anywhere, especially i« he tlio fit 
ornament of the quaintly-clipped yew gardens of our old ancestral 
homes in England; so majestic a crealore seems as though ho were 
solely made for such a purpose ; bnt we never see one, or hear tho 
wild cry “Hinkl Pa-o6! Pa-doJ ’’ without being taken back to the 
jungles, where we have spent so many happy days. Visions of 
grassy glades, lovely little glens, and flower-embedded streams rise 
before us, with the proud bird dancing before its mates, and spread- 
ing forth his myriads of azoic eyes to the sun. 

On this occasion the peacock singled out by Fordimm was un- 
consciously picking his way to tho jngnee field when the deadly 
huUet laid ms glories low. At the report, as Ferdliam bad pre- 
dicted, rose several hens and one young cock, tho latter of which 
was clovetly knocked over by Milford, who was a decent bird shot. 
Tliey now ratlicr regretted not having brought another attendant, 
for a couple of iwa-fowl are rather an inconvenient load when one 
has to walk and shoot toa There was no string cither, for Hu^seer 
Ivhan carried the bigwallotwith nil thcoddsand ends that arc require*! 
on such occasions. However, FordJiam was quite equal to the 
situation, for, drawmg his kookrie, bo severed tho stem of a lough 
fibrous creeper, and splitting it longitudinally, made withes of a 
yanl in length, with which ho hound Ibo legs of tho birds together, 
and they took it in turns to carry them. 

Bight in front of them was a low hill, covered with scrub. 
This they crossed and struck down into a pretty little glen. 
They agreed to walk down this for a short di»t.ancp, and then 
strike back over the lull and make far camp. Here, however, 
they met with no sncccs«, not a Wrd or beast came in sight ; 
not that they particularly wbhed for them, for they had already 
reason to !« satisfied with what they had got; and so they 
strolled along irithout much care, talking as Uiey went. 



JUKQLE WAliNIXCS. 


47 


The aun Ind gone down by tbh Ujiie, anil Ava.i ciwjilng 

on of<aro. Thero i? but little ttriliglit in India- However, wo aiu 
wrong in raying datkneev was creeping on apace, for mingling with 
the raya of departing day was tire silvery light of the moon, nov.* 
nearly at the fuU- 

“There is a cattle track here nomcwhere," rtniarkcd Ponlham • 
“I liave noticed it before. Aht bcrc it is; by following this wo 
rat across tbo bill and come out right obo\o our camp, and fihall 
just get in iu time to do ju'tico lo Cliand KLan’a green-pr-con 


The track was a gravelly jrtth with thick buslies on either ride 
with here and there a tree ; it wai not likely cover for anythin^ 
except nylgai. Tlic iwa-fowl were, eetthng themselves to roo«t on 
the brtmehes of the taller trees, to lie well out of liann’s wav an,l 
Mveral times Fonlham noticed that iho loud erv of “UlnH 
ra-«!^r,v«r ™ raM “Tlie Uri, 

thi’’ “ l«ntlicr, is ilisluiUng 

By ttis time they hail rcaclie^l the crcit of the hill nml 
white tents were lasihlo m the distaiico ns they lay cnilicilJcd in 
the grove of mango trees. Fonlliaiii ivns givin- liii eoi iro n .J 
useful eilriee concerning the carrying of^ e,Sro loa.li“roa ;n 
referenee to the iiieidents of the morning. Tlio crisnmvcrcnel-iS 
^der their firm footsteps, and the moonbeams wcfrcllntin^on 
the hits of guarts anil mica tliat l.ay stleivn etoiina. The tlvilhS 
sms nearly gone, ami hut e dull-rej llusli lingereil in tl „ wra 

‘''™ “‘‘'Sl'yar "oul.l start up ivilh liis njc, iT! 
erratic Sight from almost miilep their feet, ns lie lav KiV„,mf 
to the ground. The inoiiotomiiis cry of hi, X™ f 

all fiide% resembling the oft-rcpcsitcd wonls^‘‘ 
chukOTl” Again burst forth tJie svild call of a ncac?cl^’V^\' 
on a tree not far off. Fordham instinctively Uiret? hL 
|u3 arm in ie.sdines.s, knosvin" well tint 

■‘=3 teeth; 
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provoke an attack, anil also tliat the jungle tiger wiU, if met boldly, 
bo generally tlis first to give way. In the bright light of ilte moon 
the eyes of the beast glared like pale emeralds, and to Hilford it 
seemed an age of agonizing suspense. But it was only for 'a 
few seconds. Another moment and he was gone, and they 
lieard the mstling of the branches aa he bounded through the 
jungle. 

' ' Thank God ! ” exclauncd the young fellow, with a long-drarvn 
sigh of relief- 

‘'■\Vait a bit,” said his dder companion- “Before we go on send 
doini a couplo of bullets on tlio top of your shot ; wo must -be 
prepared. The chances aro he has made off, but there is no knowing. 
This is a nasty, ugly spot to meet such a brute in, and so unevpcct- 
edly, too. I thought those pea fowl <Ud not call for nothing. 
jTow," continued he, seeing that the bullets were down, “you 
keep close to me, but with your look-out to the right and rear. I 
•will look out left and front as we go along. Speak not a word, but 
keep all your senses awake. Sometimes these brutes will make a 
dlteur, and come in on you again a little further on*. Kow, aUons 
— courajef" 

It seemed a weary ttudge, that little quarter of o mile do\ni the 
hill and out through the belt of jungle, and right thankful were 
they when tliey stepped out once more on the open fields that lay 
between them and cherr camp. 

“That was a close share, Ernest," -wns the first remark made by 
hia companion. 

“ I’m luicomnionly glad we’re out of that ugly Lit of jungle. If 
ever I felt inclined to take to my heels it was when that brute 
stood staring ns in the face.’' 

“The worst thing you conitl have done, my boy," rejoined 
Fordham; “he would have been down upon you like lightning. 
The beat plan is to bear a bold front, and, though this has been 
your first meeting with the jungle king, it may not ho your last if 
you stay long in these distnets; bo be careful never to turn your 
back when you come face to face with a tiger." 

“Have you ever mot them before in this w.ay?” asked 
Milford. 

“Yes, several times, though never quite so clo«c as our friend 
of tin's evening On one occaaon I was going down to lingpore, 
and I Tui«sed ft horse at UeoJapar, eo the malgoomr said ho would 
take mo in Ids Vianchar* to Cher Bowlee, where my nc-vt nag wn.s 

• AuniUcoinitrrrsrt. 
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Off we started about uine o’clock, a brigbt moonlight 
night, roy triend tho Palhan tlriving, and his game little bullockfi 
were trotting along nta startling pace, when Kuddenly they sloppcu, 
and itwaindth tho greatest difficulty their master could prevent 
them fiotn bolting into the junglo. The caii«c for their nlirm was 
a tiger, who had calmly taken pofsceston of the road, nml who 
seemed in no hnrry to move on, for he quietly squatted on liis 
liams, wailing, I suppose, for the bullocks to tumble into his Jan's. 

I believe if they had been allowed to bolt, tbo tiger would have 
been at them at once, hut the stout young inalgoozar held them 
with the power of a vice, and I, thinking the eituation demanded 
pome sort of demonstration, flml one barrel of a light rifle I 
carried over the tiger’s Uack. Tliia seemed to astonish him, for 
he jumped up witli a deep ‘OumpUt’ and bounded into the 
thicket. On my return from Nagporc I met another tiger, n 
noted man-eater, at a place called Rookhur on the top of the 
Koralo I’aaa, and my horse bollc^l. It’s a tigerish road that 
between Sconec and Karaptec. I have met them ecvcral times 
there, and have also come across them when out after deer, but 
on such occasions it lias generally resulted in our becoming 
better acquainted, in a manner not quite to the poor tiger’s 
advantage.” 

“ Have you ever seen a tiger kill a mau ? ” asked Milfonl. 

“Yes, I am sorry to say ; not one, but several. I will give you 
one story which will last us till we reach camp. It was tho 
first accident of the kind I ever had, and it happened when I 
was younger than I now am by nlwul twelve or fifteen years. 

1 was out in a very beautiful p.irt of tho Slundla district, on 
the look-out for barn eingha, or lUo luclve-tuicd red deer. Tlicro 
are a good many tigers there, too, but not eo many as tho place 
lias got credit for. Rut one of them whoso be.at liappcncil to 
be near our camp was a noted nwin-eatcr. I was with a friend, 

* dist^wt officex, who had a fine elephant, and we hopcil to get 
rid of tliia tiger as well as bccutc come fine antlers. Well, wo 
went for liim several limes without succes?. At last one moni- 
ing, my friend liaving office-work to detain him, I svont out 
alone on foot along the bnnka of tho rivet to look for barn 
eingha. A native eliikarco from ono of the villages nccompanictl 
mo, and earned a si»aro rifle and ammunition Ixig. Wo had gone 
some nivlcs 'without any Buccesa, but from eomo footprints my 
native friend was getting eai^ine, and was pressing on through 
the brushwood on tho river bank, when to our astonialimcnt 

4—2 
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up got a ligct right in front of ti3.. He was an old, mangy- 
looUng brute, nntl from his appearance I Jiad no doubt but 
that I had thus .unccremonionsly forced myself into the presence 
of the man-eater wo had hecn diligently searching for all these 
days. 

“But then the circumstances were different, and I rather 
wished myself out of the way at tlmt present nroment. Ifowcvcr, 
the situation did not admit of much parleying. Catching tight 
j hold of my dusky friend, whose trerabling limbs were on the 
turning point for flight, wo stepped hack pace by pace, Jcee'ping a 
front to our foe, who stealthily followed. At a little distance 
behind us aras a good-sued tree, and I thought if wo could onco 
roach it wo might got into a position of security. Nor was I 
iTTOng in supposing that as long ns we kept a hpivo front, our 
cowoidly enemy ivould follow at a respectful dist.'ince. Slowly 
retreating, vns at last rcacheil liic tree. TJio shikaree wjw up 
llko a monkey, nor was I long In following his example. It was 
not a moment too soon, for hardly had I sctJJetl myself on 
hTauth about twelve loot from the ground when our maii-oating 
friend mado his appearance, imcaking along avith his glaring ^y*» 
rolling in all <hTCCtions to see whetoahouU wo were. I d*d not 
leave him long in doubt, for, as soon ns I could get a stcyly 
shot, I sent a two-ounco UaH craslung (hrougli hw shoulder, 
Rewring most horribly ho retreated into a yniall patch of grass, 
where wc could almost sec him, and so, for a time, I kept up a 
vigorous cannon-idc on this patch. Bvery report at first was 
answered by n sullen roar, and then oil was eilent— no respon'io 
‘a any of the shots. I then concludctl that ho must Iw dead, 
rho river ran on the furtlier rido of the patch, and the countr)' 
was tolerably open, I confess the llionght of his having slipp^l 
away appe.arwl to mo impossihlo; still 1 knew the nccf'^nity for 
caution. So, ijuioUy getting down from the tree, wo linda our 
way speedily to the nearest village in hoi»es of getting some 
buffaloes and licforo are got to it we Ml in avith a hcnL My 
.aldk.areo soon made a con}]vict with Iho hcnl^nien, who for * 
couple of rupees promised li» drive the tig<‘r out of the patch 
avith their nnimaK” 
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llie lives of their keepers'. CoreHf oii the otlier hanil, arts ijml'' 
riselc« 5 . I'lil to return to lay eloiy. As I Kti‘l Iwforc, the ptvlcu 
o£ grass into svhlch lUo tiger retrcatcil was just on the bank of the 
river, anti I thought it highly prolxible that, if he were etill alive, 
he wouhl breah out on the riser riilc oml liy to cross it; fo I 
Uelcminetl to be bcforehajvtl with lum, anti, accompanied by the 
phikarce, cropped at a ford, and proccctletl along the Ijank to a 
place opposite the patch of gnsss on tlm siilc we had left. 
There was not imich scrub on ll»e bank whetc we were, liattlly 
enough to liidc a hare, hut the country eloi>etI domi towards tlie 
liver, and the edge of the walcrslitJ was cut up into a lot of 
pmali channels by the action of the rains — mere ditches, across 
which we leaped as wo ran. I had cleared several of llicse with 
my eyes fLved on ahead, lest Iho brute should, on hearing tlio 
advance o£ Iho buffaloes, break his cover. ^Vo were nearly 
opposite his supposed lurking-pKcc, and I had just sprung over 
one of these little nullah*, when a terrific roar and despairing 
shriek at my very car clcclrified roc. Trembling with excitement, 

I turned to wo my poor Rhikatcc doum m the ditch, with Ilia 
fiendish tiger worrjuiig him. Quick as lightning, and quite 
legardlo'S of consequences to myself, 1 fired hluidly at him. 
bVhether I hit him or not it is difTicult to eay, hut he left the 
poor fellow, and, springing on to the opi^osile side of the ditch, 
stood looking at me. I was almost licsido myself, and levelling 
full at his head, fired again, Irat without deadly effect, for 
he plunged doim the hank of llio river, and I was too eick at 
heart to follow him. I .iprang to the assistance of my poor 
follower. It was useless, the man w."© beyond aid ; in fact, death 
mivst have l«en almost instantaneous, and his Iiead and faco 
presented such a gluxstly object that it haunted me for days 
afterivards. 

“However, to cut my story short, for here wo arc at the tent 
door, the vicious brute had not much longer to live. On my return 
to camp, my friend eagerly joined me in a hunt for the man-eater, 
and he was soon found, cxlmnsted and crippled from the w-ounds 
I had infiicted, .and was shot, and a na-sty, mangy, ill-conditioned 
creature he was.” 

. “ All inan-catera arc mangy, are they not t ’* asked Milford. 

“Hy no means,” answer^ Fordham. “ Old mangy tigers often 
.take to man-eating, whicli th^ find easy work, but lots of man- 
^ caters I have seen have had very glossy coats ; there is nothing 
, in human Besh p^r sc to causn mango or other disease.'' 
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So the friends entered their tents, and shortly oftenranls 
emerged ready for dinner. Chand Khan’s pie was done ample 
justice to, and Ronio fresh steaks ftom the black luck were not 
«le«pised. The exciferaent of the erening had ly no means 
daniped the appetites of the hnntcn*, hut JlUfonl could hardly look 
Ittck to the glaring green eyes of Uie creature they had met hut a 
short time hefore, and -which made eucli a >dvid impression on him, 
an<l couple with the recoUtetion tlio tragic story reLite<l hy his 
comrade, without a feeling of thankfulness that his first mwting 
with the monarch of the jungle had posscil orcr as harmlessly as 
it had done. Some of our twideta may say ‘Tooh 1 what n tame 
afhur* tliey ought to have had ft pcriinmagc." Stout-hearted friend, 
reserve your judgmeut till you liave, on a moonlight night in a 
dense jungle, found j ourself face to face with a royal tiger. 
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near tho camp, {iml he ptx>- 
' ceeded to nia^c enquiries 

. in the ^'illagcs round alxuit as 

, to the character of the animal; 

for, strange though it may seem to the English reader that a tiger 
should, hare any sjKJcial character beyond tho general one for cruelty 
and cunning, it is ncrerthcless a fact that each animal has certain 
peculiarities of tempcrainent, which are well known to tho villagers 
m tho neighljourho^. ThcyAvUl tell you that such a one is dating 
and rash; another is cunning, and not to bo taken in by any 
artifice ; that ono is savage and morose ; another is mild and 
haTtalcss. * 

Th'^re aye few villages in the wilder parts of tho Seonee and 
Mundla dbtricts without an attendant tiger, whicli undoubtedly 
docs great damage in tho way of dcstroj-ing cattle, but which 




avoids the liiinxan inhahilants of the place. So accustomed do the 
people "et to their unwelcome Tisitor, that we have known the boys 
of a village tuni a tiger out of quartets which were reckoned too 
close, and pelt him with stones. On one occasion, two of the 
juvenile assailants were killed by the animal they had approached 
too near. Herdsmen, in the same way, get callous to the danger of 
meddling with so dreadful a craiture, and frequently rush to the 
rescue of their cattle when ecizect. On a certain occasion, one out 
of a herd of cattle was attacked close to our camp, and rescued 
single-handed by its owner, who laid his heavy ii on-bound staff 
across the tiger’s back, and, on our rushing out to see what was the 
matter, we found the man coolly dtesfing the wounds of his cow, 
muttering to himself, “ Tlie robber I tbo robber I my last cow, and 
I had five of them ’ ” He did not seem to think he had done 
anything wonderful, and seemed rather suiiirisccl that we should 
.suppose tlmfc he ivas going to let his last heifer go the way of aU 
the others. 

It >3 fortun.*itc for these dwellers in the backwoods that but a 
small percentage of tigers arc man-eaters, pcYhaps not five cent., 
otheiwiso village after vUbge would l>e depopulated; os it is, thn 
yearly tale of human lives tost is a heavy one. 

Sheyklia returned from Lis quest with tho report that tho ti^cr 
was one of the cunning sort, and that It was no uso tj'ing out baits 
for him, for lio would come up andw-nlk round the luie, sharpening 
hi8 claws on the ground, and then would walk off; it had been tried 
over and over again. 

Jlilfonl u-as inclined to disbelieve this latter pari of the story, 
but rordham told lum it was quite credible, for lia luid himself 
known similar cuvse^ mid had seen tho marks of tho tiger’s claws in 
tho c.artli. 

“■\VpU, Sheyklia, what do you propose I Any chance with tho 
elephant I ” 

“My lord,” answered tho old man, “if your slave may speak, 
ho would say, where c.an a hungry tiger be found la all this long 
strip of junglol Mliilst 3 on are looking for lum at one end he 
may bo at tho other, and, as he is eo cmining, it h hlcly he will 
flee like a dove licforo a luiwk when ho hears the tread of tho 
elephant. They tell roc ho has not kiUeil for three days, so it is 
likely* ho will <lo so soon — this afternoon, or lo-niorrow, perhaps; 
ftn<l they nl’<o say ho is a heavy feeder, never returning again to tho 
carca's, for ho was once wounded over a kill by a (Jond, ^^llo sat up 
for him m a tree. If be cats well, lie wiU dnnk at the little three- 
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comored tank ou the other eiilc of the hill, where j'our honour snw 
him, for tlicre ia no water nearer, and he w ill not go far from there. 
Then take the clepliant." 

“ I am afraid we mxist have jKiticnce, Ernest, and do a'i the old 
man advises,” said Eoidbom to his companiotv, '\Uo, with tlio 
impetuosity of youth, could liardlj' hrook the delay. 

'The old hunter keenly Tralched the disappomted look that 
came over the young man’s eager face when lie a^in spoke. 

‘‘liour slave has a petition. If the chota sahih will try an old 
phiknrco'a way of killing tigers, let him come with me this afternoon, 
and follow the herds. I'or the promise of a few rupees the horcls- 
raen will take their c.attle into the tiger's haunts, and then if he 
is hungrj’ and lakes one the saliih may hy his good fortune get 
a shot.” 

'‘^Vell, Emcsl, what do you think of his proposal 1 You drive 
a herd of cows — not hufTaloes, mind, they spoil sport—^lowly 
through Iho jungle, until the tiger seizes one, the rest will holt j 
and whilst he is busily engaged in slruygling with Ins victim, you 
creep up to witliin easy shooting distance, and secure him.” 

"Well, that will be glorious (lut! By all means let us go,” 
eagerly replied the c.vcitcd young fellow. 

“I cannot go with you," replied Fordham. "Two of us would 
spoil sport. Let Sheyklia take liis matchlock , he may serve you at 
a pinch. The thing is not so dangerous as it looks, end is often 
practised by native shikarees. Tlicrc are only two or tlirco points 
I M ould impress ujion yon ; always keep ne.ar a tree or stout bush, 
to dodge behind when the cattle bolt — for there mil be a regular 
Btarapcle if he comes out. Again, be very careful not to expose 
yourself in stalking him — take advantage of every bush, and, after 
you have fired, keep as still ns a mouse, even though be should 
come towanls your liiding-pLicc ; if you are effectually concealed, 
ho will bo quite bomldcred as to where the attack comes from, and 
will gUc you a second shot if the first docs not settio him. Above 
all, my dear boy, keep yourself quite cool. I want you to get 
scu-reViant, and that is ono reason why I don’t go with you. You 
coiildnt have a better guide amongst natives than old Shoykha — 
bo and Soma, the Lebbana,* arc the most successful practicers of 
this way of killing tigers, I have tried it, but dislike the monotony 
of waneferinj. niKiut all day in the jungle after a lot of cows, for 
ftequcntly Uio attempt fails, and j'ou have to go day after day 
before you succeed." 


Sosia, Ui« 
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“AVlicn nro wo lo start t” said Milfonl, lookinjj at. liis watch; 
“it is now ono o’clock." 

SJjcj-kha, ojt hcln^ftppo.ilod fo, said flint as soon as the sahib had 
taken soinelhin" to cat it woubl bo time to go. Tigers often kill 
alxnit font o’clock m the afternoon, nndhe Imt known them wait 
concealed in tho midst of a heni, with fat kine wandering Jieforo 
their very noses, and they would not stir till about tlio evening, 
when the lichl was on its way home, and then n straggling heifer 
or cnif would fall a Mctim. 

“AVi'll, then, Ilmeat, I adviso yon to mako n good tilhn before 
you start. Here ! A'ot A«» / litTm, tifTin, shar^ 1 ’’ 

Away ran two or three men to stir up stout old Chand Khan. 
The e.ahib wanted his tiffin at onto, nad w’as going to kill the 
big tiger that nearly ate him and the chota sahib the night 
before. 

“Bah 1" contemptuously replicil the old fellow; “is the sahib’s 
gun a chowkeedars stafT, that ho should let a tiger eat bimt 
"Wasn't I witli him in the Bclaspoio distiict wlien four tigers came 
out, and didn’t the 8.ihib knock oier two of them with one ^n 
right and leftt Don’t talk to mo of tigers eating the eahib; it's 
the sahib who cats iho tigers that’s wbnt it is," and tho fat old 
fellow, chuckling at his o^vn conceit, stirred up a savoury curry 
/premratory to pouiing it out into a dish. 

( Ohand Khan was a character in bis way. Though ho did all tho 
cooMng, he was nominally the khaiis.vmali, and was always respect- 
fully addressed as such by the other servants, who knew that even 
the title 7,liali/ajee, Ingh though its origin, would in all probability 
fetch a crack over the head with a Lwllc; and so /Aniwanio/t jVe he 
was. There ncvei was abetter coot, not ono who could make so 
much out of little, and m all weathers, under all circumstances. 
It did not matter how long the march, and whether the kitchen- 
tent was up or not — Ch.ind Khan could nhvays, as his master said, 
make potatoes out of stones, and cutlets out of bark efups. 

Milford was too excited to care nmch about tiffin, and on this 
occasion we arc afraid Chand Khan’s enbnary skill did not meet 
with that apprecution from the yotmg man that it would have 
done had there not been a prospect of a tiger-hunt that afternoon. 
Sheykha had no need to complain of delay, for, barely giving 
himself tune for a cutlet and a ^ass of cold water, tho young 
sport«man appeared all ready for the encounter. 

“That white hat of yours Will never do, Ernest,” remarked 
Eonlliam; “uhy, that Brobdmgnagian mushiooni, though first-rate 
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for the Rxm, 'mil Iw tsA plain to the lig'T m » liglithou'o on n 
cliff. Hide in it, by all means Imt tahe tlih d-arh-grey lidraet of 
mine to put on when you get to your gromi*!.” , , , 

Jlilfonl aclcTJOTvlcdgfHl the force of ht< frienil''* remarks for ni< 
hat mi3 nnc of the largcst-'tzeJ pith .euiL^lwilcs* ^ lir^t-nito thing 
for houilah work, hut fatal for Bt.alking. 

IIo nccpptotl i'onlham’a offer with thanks and then, Inving 
looked to hw guns ammunition, etc., piloted hy old Slicykhii, the 
tjTO in tiger-hunting -went off on hi^ expwhtion. 

At the farlhc-'t jvaint of the low hill, where they had met the 
animal the evening liefote, wa** a fimall village, and to thii Sheykha 
rapidly led the way; and, on arrixul, he osscmhletl the head men 
for a palaver. The hcrtla had liecn driven for pa«turagc to the 
ojicn Bide of the village, in order to avoid the tiger, who was known 
to lie lurking about tlic edge of the jungle on the Bido of the hdl. 
Tliero was tomo little opposition to the pl.an proposed by the old 
rtukarec, wldeU wa^ to drive their cattle up the liltlo glcu Iwtwcett 
the two pamllel ridgcj. Of course noliody u idled to lose u cow, 
although all mrhed to have the tiger de««iroye<l. At last it was 
made clear to them that the full value of the cow killcKl would 
bo paid to the owner, and a present given to the hcnlmicn 
besiileji On this there was a unanimous a«Bont, and half the 
vUlig^o rushed off to collect the Pc.»ttcrcd herds, and ilrivo them 
up the glen, Milford got off hi** jioiiy, and left it at the village, 
changing his mushroom hat for the grey hehnet, and, shouldering 
one rifle (Azim Khan carrying the other), he joined Sheykha and 
the herdsmen in urging on the drove. After they had once 
entered the mouth of the glen the cattle were allowed to .“prcafl 
and graze obont, and Shejkba advised bis temporary master to 
take it easy, and rest under the chado of a tree. 

“There is no need to hurry,” said ho, in a low tono ; “wc 
must lake time, and saunter nliout os nn ordinaiy oecasioiLs — 
otherwise ho will suspect something. Allah knows Iio'may he 
watching us now” (“Pleasant 1” thought Milford, taking a glanco 
round), “but even if ha is not hero, the lowing fif the cows 
and the sound of their wooilcn clappers will attract him. Tho 
herd U nil round us just now; arhen they move higher up wo 
will follow.” 

So saying, Ibo old man motioned to Milford to sit dowii on 
tho turf, and then squatted down beside him. One could see 
liowevcr, Iluat with nil this apparent carelessness every sense was 

^ • ImUttn (an Imljara tunulljr mad«of n white ullh calhMl “Svjln." 
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on tlio nlcrt ; liis cyo \\niulcrc<l rouiid, and Jjjs car caught every 
rustle ill tlio hiisliea. Onco ho rose, hut it was only to tlmg 
tloirn a hnincli oi the free under trhich they icere .sitting, a 
species of Loffa'flrecmia, ami to detach from it wlmt appeared to 
Jfilford to bo n kind of oral fmit attached to a slender sfilfc. 
Tho old man was stowing it away in his wallet, when he was asked 
wlnt it was. 

“ This,'’ said he, producing the supposed fmit, “is the cocoon 
of tho Tusscr Bilk moth ; I cut it epimlly into a long strip, after 
soaking it in water, and use it for binding tlio barrel of toy match- 
lock to the stock There is nothing so tough as this is. See, 
eihib, hero is another, winch I baro broken off, Cirjg and all Sec, 
there IS the round cocoon like a fnut, then a long .stalk, and 
this is spun round tho twig eo lightly at the cud that it looks 
like the fruit of tho tree lo&tcad of tlio homo of an insect.” 

“riow do they take the sdk ottT" enquired Milford. 

“ By softening tho cocoon in boiling water, m hen they reel off 
the silk. Now, sahib,” contiaued he, seeing the hcnl had moved 
higher up, “ wo irill go on a little. Make for that rohtee treo ; 
there i^ good shade and shelter from Uio cattle, if they rush back." 

Tho hcrOsmcii kept pretty close to onr frlen J.«, so a little knot of 
half a^lozcn men were formed under the ticc. They spoke but. 
little, and th.tt in a loir tcwie, and the greater share of the conversa* 
tion fell to the old shikaree, wh<^ with the garmlity of ago, began 
to relate to the gaping rustics screral wondrous tales connected 
with the Lind of sport on which they mere theu cugaged. 

“I first begin this way, sahib, mhen J w.is a boy, nitb an old 
slukaree uho never lifted gun to anything but tigers. They were 
liis enemies, an<l he slept neither day nor night if there was one 
to l>o killed. Ko was quite mad, and the people thought he had a 
charmed life, but Iii? /ate come at last, and ho uus killed, Ife 
was not of a shikaree caste, being a tclec, and he never fired a gun 
till he irasover thirtyycarsof age; butAUah made htra a shikaree to 
avenge tho death of lus ivife. She was young and very handsome, 
and he would have cut off his right hai^ ft^pleasa her. JCo telee's 
wife w.as ever treated so much like a Ranee as was tliia woman 5 it 
used to be the joke of the village. TTcll, eahib, about tfuec cosa 
from his village was tho stronghold of a very bad man-eating tiger; 
he had depopuLateJ several vittiges, and had baffled all the best 
shikarees. He lived in a big cave at the end of a rocky ravine, 
and there wus no petting at it except by going straight for it 
At tho same time, the rocks were so pJoil about, that an nnirnnl 
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through them, shaving hU head nnd distrihnling alms to tlic priests; 
hut there was n fire in liis eye ttiat the people could not understand. 

"'The spirit of the tiger has entered into him/ they said; and 
the maidens and children shmiih from him as he apjnoacheth 

“The evening heforc his departoro for the Iferbudd.a ho called 
his friends together at the pmicIiayet’scAfl/'Oo^m/ ho had arrayed 
himself again like a shikaree, and the tiger-skin bundle was in Jils 
hand. 

“‘3Iy brothers,’ commenced lie, wlmn ail iroro se.ated, ‘lam 
going to Nerbudtla Mai, and when you will sco me again iHu- 
messur only knows ; hut heforc I go 1 will open ray mouth. The 
bones you h,avc burnt aro Kajoo’s ; her .ashes I go to cast into the 
great mother’s bosom, and she will bo liappy. Tliis skin is the skin 
of her destroyer ; you can now fill your tields in paace, and sleep 
in safety by the sido of your maize plots. My bi others, when I 
went to Sconce I bought nio this matchlock, and Piirmessur has 
taught me how to use it. I fear no tiger now ; they fall before me 
like the mango at which the boy throws his stick. The ghost of 
Bajoo called me, and I followed. Seven ballets did I put into ray 
gun— seven bullets and eight fingers’ depth 0 / powder. Three days 
I waited on the edge of the ravine; at last the ghost of Rq'oo 
beckoned me on. I followed— ay, followed her into the man-eater’s 
cave. It was paved with bones, and I knew the Ixincs of Rajoo; 
there were the silver anklets, and the gold hush I had given her, 
and the long hair still cliuging to the skxtll Sho amUoil os I 
gatlieted Hiem. together in a heap, " Yes,” said I to myself, “ in the 
skin of your destroyer anil I carry you Iwct." Iloiirs I waited, but 
be came not Food nor drink liad passed my lips tho^e three days. 

I tliirsted only for vengeance. At last I heard a heavy hteatlnng 
and a ecrambllng noise. The next QuRUte ho darkened the mouth 
of the cave. How his eyes glared as they met mme I but I wa.s 
not afraiib He was, and crouched, and snarled, but I emote 
roy brothers. With seven bolls in lua chest and brain I smote him, 
and took off his skin to wrap my Rajoo’s bones in. I have said 
my say. I will go.’ 

“So saying ho shouldered his matchlock and turned his back on 
hia nabvc village, and never went near it again. Years after that 
I met him, and he took a fancy to me, and made a slukaree of me 
But Allali knows he was quite mad. On one occasion I went out 
with him, when ah I s^ib, be ready, husli f ” 

The old man's qiuck ear Imd caught the angty chirrup of a small 
bird, which would have passed mmoticed by the other=>. Slilfonl 
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looked around in silent expectancy ; all Bccmed still save for Uto 
sound of waikliug birds, and the clatter of the wooden clappers 
worn round the neck by some of the co'vs. They were all quietly 
grazing, and the young man wondered what could have attracted 
the old shikaree’s notice. Sheykha was still attentively listening, 
and nodding his head. “Xes,”he said, “it is, I think. Alkih 
knows it may he a snake, or a mungoosc, but something is disturb- 
ing that latora ; it is tlie tiger, I think.” 

At some distance off, on the topmost spray of a grisle.a bush, a 
small species of shrike * was hopping about, indignantly chattering. 

It might be, as Sheyklm said, a snake or a mungoose that had aroused 
its puny ire, hut the old man evidently thouglit it worthy of atten- 
tion. Milford felt impatient and disappointed ; the shadows Avere 
lengthening, and daylight would soon be gone. lie looked up and 
down, but all was provokingly quiet A lingering hope remained 
that Shoyklia might bo right about the bird, but even it was quiet 
now, and had ceased its demonstrations. Nothing distarbed the 
stillness save tho clappcr<lappcr of the cattle, and a distant cry of 
a pe.i-fowl or partridge. He Inul risen to his feet, and was looking 
listlessly about, 'vhen, at some dbtance up the glen, a yellow mass 
suddenly dashed out of the thicket on to the back of a white Iieifcr, 
and bore it struggling to the ground. 

“Urri! baghi bjgh ! "shouted the herdsmen, as the cattle wildly 
dashed down the valley. For a few seconds notliing could be 
hcanl for tho crashing of tho bushes, as the terror-stricken drove 
madly careered through them- "When they had passed tho tree 
Sheykha whispered, “ Now, sahib, keep yon big jialas bush between 
you and the tiger, and run up ; here, give me the otlicr rifle, A r im 
Klwn, and you stay here. Don’t you show yourself, or you may 
get killed.” 

The palas bush was about sixty yards from them, and, running 
in a crouching position, they got bdiind it. Carefully separating 
the branches, tho old hunter peered thiougb, and beckoned to bis 
young comiianion to do so. AlilfonI looked through the gap thus 
made, and could see tho young heifer kicking vigorously as it lay 
on its side, pressed down under tho weight of its cruel captor, 
whose fangs were buried in its throat. Loth tiger and heifer lay. 
wiih their backs turned to the two men, whidi was favourable, 
the distance was yet too great for a certain shot. Signing to 
Milford to follow by his side, llie old man darted off at ri^ht 
angles, so as to bring another big bush between them and the 
* SnuntrowBalttiVr. r.aii<iucru'.a:ii.i. 
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IiIochI ■was beginning to pour from bis montb. iliUord at tins 
moment fired again, and, just as lie dU so, tbo beast made a bound 
in the direction of tbo busb where they were, but checked, as it 
were, in Ida spring, he fell fiat on the ground vritb all four paws 
spread out, and was unable to rise ; his hind legs were paral}'sed, 
and helplessly he writhed, roaring most horribly. His close 
ptosimity made the young EngUslunan almost shudder ; ho was 
not mote than twenty yards away, and he fancied he could almost 
smeh tho creature’s breath. 

, It was evident that the tiger’s spine was broken by the last 
shot, and his sufferings were painful to witness. In Iris agony he 
seized one of his own paws, and bit it through and through, and 
ho tore up the turf aroimd with his claws as far as he could reach- 
At last, taking his second gun from Sheykha, Milford gave him the 
coup de jrdee. Tl\e first ball oinied at iris head missed, but the 
second entered just behind the ear, and with a single groan tbo 
fell destroyer breathed bis last 

At this moment Fordbam made hU appearance on the clcpliant, 
ond congratukiled Iris young friend on bis metory. 

“I thought I would come and look after you, my boy,” ho said, 

“ in case you might want help in searching for a wounded tiger ; . 
but I stayed near tho village so as not to interfere with your sport 
till X heard your shots, and I am gktd yon have been so successful 
without my aid. Ay, Sheykha, he’s a fine heavy beast, that ! ” 

“ Burra, kutt-ha bagh, khodawund, khoob bhan walla." 

To Milford he seemed enormous, and his heart swelled with 
pride at liis success, though he was honest enough to lay much 
of it to the credit of tho old shikaree ; still, as far as the shooting 
was conccnied, it was all Iiis own, and he thought how proud his 
mother would be when he wrote hot an account of what had 
pa&«cd ; and there was also a passing thought of what a certain 
lair-haired girl — a neighbouring squire’s daughter, who lived not 
far from his English home — ^would think of the tiger hunter whom, 

^ a few months before, slio used rather to patronise as a boy, in tho 
usual way in which sweet serentcca regards the young lover of 
twenty. 

t inches,” smd Fordham, rolling up his pocket 

“ "niat 13 not anything very gtent, is it 1 " asked Milford, his face 
showing some disappointment. “1 should have taken him to bo 
I looks such a monster.” 

».o he IS, my dear Ernest, a veij* big tiger, and if all tigers 
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measuio three Jeet five inches along tho curve. The hara singha, 
or twelve-tined red deer, is smaller, and his horns arc not nearly 
so graceful as those of tho European red deer: there is an 
angular btanchiness about them •which is ugly.” 

“They aro difficult to stalk, aro they notl” enquired Jlilford. 
“Very; it is no easy matter to stalk an old sambur stag fairly. 
Ifany of them are killed by driving them mth beaters as we drove 
the hill tho other day when the boar got into tho nets, only that 
nets aro not used on sucli occasions. The marksmen post them- 
selves in convenient spots, and the deer aro driven past ; but I do not 



like tUft plan, and never join in ‘banks 'for sambur if I can possibly 
avoid it. There ia more exutement in running one doivn ivitli 
dogs, and spearing him as tb** Gonds do, for then tho poor creature 
lias n chance for life, and dies gallantly standing at bay. You must 
get tiio Lebhana, to got up a party for you in tho rains ; he 

cannot join in the sport now himself, poor fellow, for he is lame, 
hunters, and tho Buiyara dogs aro noted.” 

Khan had prepared a glorious lUnner for the hungry sports- 
mcn by the lime they arrived at the tents, and they were fuUv 
rncUned to do ample justice to it. 
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Long befoie tlie crow’s dawn, whilst the moon •was shining 
brightly, about three o’clock mthomoming, the sentry at Fordham’s 
door woke up Nusseer Khan, wLtv in his turn, woke his master’s 
hearer, who again went off to wake liis lord, old Clund Klian 
beii^ the next person to whom Ifosscer Khan administered his 
attentions. “Khansamah jeeJ ay Huzruti get up qnidJy, the 
sahib wants his coffee 1 hey Khansamah jee J " 

"Oumph ! Avho are youl wiial do you want! Be ofi^ sori of a 
had father J don’t bother mei,” J>o saying, tlie peppery old fellow 
rolled over on the other side. 

Ifusseer Khan then diverted his attack to one of the minor fry 
to whom he used less ceremony, and, catching hold of a sleeping 
khidmutgar by the shoulder, shook him vigorously. “Hi I get up; 
the sahib wants you. Get up I get up J " The man jumped up 
ivith a grunt, sat np for a few minutes, dreamily gazing about him, 
rubbed hia eyes, yawned, and finally got on his feet, without saying 
a word. 

“Now, brother, are you a%vake?” exclaimed the impetuous peon, 
“The saliib wdl be out in a minute, and there’ll bo a too/an if his 
tea is not ready.” 

The man looked at him again and yawned once more, and then 
quietly, without a word, began to kindle a fire with a few staall 
sticks. 

Nusseet Khan liad hardly done speaking when the stout old 
khansamah, who was now fairly roused, sat up, and g^vo vent to a 
yawn whidi opeued a nouUt capacious enough to have token 
down the elephant, howdnh and all, which performance wound up 
with a prolonged groan, termiiuting with Che pious ejaculation, 
“BismilL'vh ! al rehman at laheemr' After which he seemed to 
be belter, and, unrolling himself from the folds of a comfortable 
r-«ra/, began to stir himself amongst Iho pots and pons. 

As tbc cliapprassce walked back, he noticed lights in both Ibo 
tents where the sahibswcre; 80 ,givingnn>U 8 ing sliafcc to a brother 
peon, who lay encased in his blanket under one of the flies of his 
master’s tent, he went off to the village to c-all the Gond who was 
to be their guide. 

In about half nu hour the patlyslood tdl ready to start — the two 
Englishmen with their attendants, Kusseer Khan and ^Uim Khan, 
and n little, tliin, wiry-looking Gond, whoso poaching jiropensities 
had given him a fair knowledge of the “runs” usually taken by 
Uie sambiir in their nightly jounwys betuccii the forest ami the 
fields. He had no notion of p'ing fair play, and of stalking 
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acconling to the English fashion, ami it was quito beyond hta weak 
mind why the sahib loQuc should take so much trouble. Ho selected 
n likely run, and built himself a little ambush of branches, under- 
neath which ho lay snugly concealed till the deer almost walked rip 
to the muzzle of liis matclilock; and why tho salxibs could not do 
the same was a mystery, but they never would listen to liis advice. 
However, be could show them tho nuts, and then they must settle 
avilh the sambur. 

Two horses were saddled, but both Foidltam and his companion, 
preferred to walk, especially as the morning was chilly ; and so, 
tolling the Gond to go on aliead,they set forth. They had to cross 
by the same cattle path where they had met the tiger tho night but 
ono before, and then down through the little valley, and on through 
a belt of thick scmb-junglo whidx clothed tho rise; beyond this 
again lay an open plain of highly-cultivated country, which during 
the night was frequented by the deer for the take of the young 
green crops, which, in spite of careful watching, they considembly 
despoiled. In England and other civilised countries— nay, oven 
in tho greater part of Bengal and tho north-west, tho husband- 
man ploughs and sows his land, and waits patiently for tho 
appointed time of har\*est, his only enemies being tho weeds 
against whicli to wage war ; at all events, lie gets hia rest at night 
comfortably in his own cot. But the x*<)or Good has to toil night 
as well as day. From the time the grecu shoots appear abovo 
ground ho builds himself a little wigwam in the midst of his field, 
or a platform on high poles, from whence he can keep watch and 
'vard against deer and bison and wild pigs; and ho constructs 
ingenious rattles of two standard poles and two cross pieces. 
From tho top one of the latter depend three or four swinging bars, 
which, when pulled by a string, rattle against the lower batten. 
These rattles are placed in cacli comer of a field, and arc tugged at 
in turn, but in spite of them the crops close to the junglo sutfer not 
a little. 

About an hour’s brisk walking brought them out over the crest 
of the second range of hills, just overlooking tho plain. At tho 

• 1 . range was a bolt of uncultivated land, much covered 

wth bushes, with here and there a winding path liko a sheep track. 
To ono of those the Gond led them, and pointing said, “ Yehi acha 
mohreo hai aihib” (this is a good tuh, sahib). His advice, that 
uicy snoma make an ambush, of branches and squat heldnd them 
not meeting with approval, they detcimlncd to wait till daylight, 
and then scout along the base of the range. Tho morning star 
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was already glimmering oear tlie liorizan, and dawn was not far o2. 
TLoy pat down Ijcliind a bush so as to hido themsrives for a* time, 
and. waited patiently — or, rather, rre should say imiaticntly, for 
this waiting m the cold, damp moaung ^raa anytJung but agreeable. 
However, it was not for long they were so tried. Tho morning 
breeze, harbinger of daylight, camo sighing through the branches 
overhead; the clear notes of tho Icoel rang through the wooch^ and 
the distant whoop of the cntellus monkeyj or call of the pea- 
fowl, becamo more frequent as the grey streaks broadened in the 
east. 

“ I tliink there is just light enough to distinguish a deer now,” 
whispered rordlmai “Perhaps we bad better mere down tewarjs 
tho fields, but we must move with caution ; luckily, the %rind is in 
our favour. The horses ruust be left hero m the thicket." 

Giving a few instmetions in a low tone, Fordham led the way, 
tho others folloAving. 

Doforo they had gone very far they heard tlie distant bell of a 
stag, which gave them promise, and they proceeded 'rith still more 
caution in Indian hie. Suddenly their leader stonped and dropi^ed 
bobind a busli, motionuig to the others to crouch, and bcekonlsg 
hlilford to hia side. 

“Look there,” he whispered, pointing through a gap in the 
bush. 

Milford looked, and 8.aw a largo deer approaching with cautious 
Stops, within easy rifle lungc. llo clulchcu his piece with excite- 
ment, when his elder companion held up his hand, paying, 

“2fny, Ernest, my boy, ’tis only a hind, and not worlliy of your 
aim. A\’’ait o liit, there is a slag with her to a certainty ; she is 
but a scout. I Lope, however, she wont comu straight upon us; 
if she does, wo must manage to turn her, for if she once gets wind 
of 113 wo may say good-bye to both of them.” 

TIjo hind was coming apparently straight towards them, stopping 
every now and then with her large boll.«ihapcd ears advanced, iJjen 
looking back to the point trom wluch the hantcr-s oigued her mate 
would appear. 

Fordlnni fjeckoned to tho Conil to approach, which ho did tw 
worming himself along tho ground. A low-loned ccmvcrwlioij took 
place, on whicli the du'ky e-ivage nodded and grinticil hlcoacat. 
ASlct satisfying h5m*eJf by another look that the hind iro* really 
coming straight for their place of concealment, hu Ix'tit down close 
to tho gruiitul, and imitated to the life the hhoft, riiarji bark of the 
litUo grey fox. 
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Tho «lecr Buddcnly stopped and listctte(l. All still. Slio 
petulantly struck her sharp hoofs against tho grovinu, and enoitca, 
hut hearing nothing more she cast a distrustful look at the bush 
ami slowly moved off at an angle. Their attention had been so 
fixed on her motions that they hardly noticed tho advance of the 
stag, ■which came leisurely up the elope from, tho fields in the vrako 
of hia consort, now and again stopping to cull a berry from a beyr 
hush, or scratch his shaggy sides avith his massive antlers. Now 
ho stood broadside on, a picture of animal beauty* In height^ ho 
was about fourteen hands, Galloway siie. His dark-hrown hide, 
wet 'with tho morning trusts, seemed almost black } his massy neck, 
clothed with bristling hear, and his long sweeping antlers, gave him 
an air of grandeur which ililford had never seen before in tho deer 
of the parks, or even in Landseer’s noble pictures. Hero was, as 
it were, tho lion amongst deer, less of the usual grace of the tribe, 
but majestic beyond lus conceptions. The boy was in quite a fever 
lest iucl\ «. nefeU quarry «.liuuld escape, yet he was 
out of correct shooting range, and evidently ho was coming no 
nearer, for, taking his cue from tho hind, he shaped his co'urso to 
tlie left of their place of ambush. 

"Ay, that’s a grand stag,” remarked Fordham; "I wish I 
liad liim headed for tho plains \nth Cossack under mo; hut 
wo must try and circumvent Idm somehow before he gets into 
cover." 

A few hundred y-irds between them was a small nullah, fringed 
with dwarf jamoon* and grislea bushes. If they could gain this 
uiwecn, they might creep along the bed till they could cross the 
track the deer were taking. Bidding liis followers to lie close, and 
Jlilford to follow liis example, he flung himself full length on the 
ground, and, taking advantage of a slight inequality, began to drag 
himself along in a direction diametrically opposite to that taken by 
tho stig. JliJfoTd followed as well ns ho could, but his heart was 
rather against widening the distance, and his impalienco was 
aggravated by tho slow progress made by such a snaky sort of 
locomotion. However, tliongh ho groaned in spirit, he had faith 
in Fordham, and toiled away in silence. 

At last the nullah was reached, and, bending low, they set off 
with rapid etridcs in tho direction of tho forest. After going 
some distance, Fordham stopped to reconnoitre. Ho chose for tliis 
n place where the bushes were raUicr thick, and, worming his way 
through them, found luiasclf face to face with tho l^d, who 

* IV^in Jdntotiivi. 
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stated at him with astonishment for a moment, and then, uttering 
a short ciy of alarm, dashed into the tiucket, 

''Come on, Ernest, come on,” -wh^pered his companion, setting 
off at a run. Off they set, as hard as their logs could carry them, 
but a clattering amongst the stonc^ and crashing of branches, told 
them that the stag had taken alarm ; and indeed they once got 
sight of his dark form as he dashed into the forest. 

“ Hold hard, my hoy, hold hard ; them is no use your pumping 
yourself by a run up that hilL He's off — more’s the pity, for ho 
was a fine follow, and wo shall never see a hair of him ag-ain.” 

“ Confound that wretched hind ! ” exclaimed the young man, 
dashing his hat on the ground, and sittmg down on a stono 
to recover his breath. “I had set my heart on that stag, ho 
was such a glorious fellow. Is there no way of getting hold of 
himV’ 

** None at all ; wo must put up with our disappointment, Jliit 
come along ; ho is not tho only stag in these hilk I am going 
intlk along the edge of tho jungle, and then turn tho point of tho 
lull, and come down tho valley tUl we again strike our hemcwanl 
path, and, os tho sun is not up yet, wo may stiU get a straggler 
from tho fields.” 

■Whistling for lus followers, Fordham took a look round irith 
his glasses, but without effect; ITon-crer, nothing (hshcartened, 
cheerfully telling hU young fnend not to think too much of Ids 
disappointment, they were onco more on their way, and they were 
rewajded ere long, for befojv they hail gone hill a milo they cacio 
upon another st-ag, who was quietly rubbing his horns against a 
tree, and Slilfonl, who was tho first, to seo him, got mtlun 
easy ^'stance, and dropiJcd him with a Kinglo shot through tho 
heart. Ho was a younger one tlian tlio last, but had fine 
' horns, nevertheless, and Mtlfonl’a spiriU revived with his 
success, 

Xeaving Azim Khan to look after tho carting home of the «locr, 
tho friends went on skirling the lull till Uicy roundotl tho point, 
and took their way dosm Ibo glen wliicli they had l«foro cro®^ 
and at the farthest end of wbi^ 3tilford liad shot the tiger. 

It was a most enjoyable raomiug, cool ond fresh. The sun had 
riwn, and every spray spnrkleil witl* a thousand dewdrojw. l-'roni 
all ftidcs came the gladsome wngs of birds — the plamtne nolo* of 
bush warbltrs, and the louder calls of llio pea-fowl and f«inte<l 
jrtrtridge ; the cheerful ciy of tho latter f truck the sjiortsmea a» 
they etepped over the dewy sward. 
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“ "What b il that you people think tins hiril says 1 ” asked Fotd- 
ham of Kusscer Khan. 

“Kliodawund, they say it repeals a prayer every morning at sun- 
rise: ‘Ya Soohiianl tcri koodrut! ya SoobhanI teri koodrutl 
(Oh merciful me I thy licnefitentot)" 

“Rather far-fclchcd, but still a pretty idea,” rejoined liis inaslcr, 
speaking in English to his companion. 

“ MHiat sort of a bird is it t ” asked Itilforil. 

“A very pretty partridge, or FrancoHn, for it belong? to that 
genus of partridges. The upper part of its body, head, and neck 
ate, generally speaking, brown — of course there are various sliades — 
and the breast is black, with white spots. At thb time of the 
morning you may often find it perched on a low branch, a stump, 
or anthill, making thb peculiar calk” 

As they walked up the glen it got gradually narrower, and abo 
rose slightly towards the middle, and at last they found thcmsclvca 
on a saddleback as it b termed, a watershed heing on either side. 
The wood was denser here, and the trees somewhat larger, and con* 
spicuous among them was a large ficus in fruit, and now thronged 
with birds of all kinds. Our friends were watching tho curious, 
awkward motions of several large hombills, and the eccentric way 
in which they separated the fruit and tossed it up in tho air, 
catching it with asnap and swallowing it whole j and Foidliam ^Yaa 
giving Milford same account of the habits of the creature, how tho 
male, plasters up his mate during the incubating season in a hole 
with mud, and feeds her attentively till she is ready to come out 
with her brood. 

At Hub moment they heard a crasli in the hushes behind them, 
and a clatter of loose stones. 

Fordham wheeled sliarp round, and, almost at tho same moment, 
as he sighted a break in the wood, he pitched liis rifle fonvard and 
flreA 

‘*^Yhat bill what isitt” eagerly demanded Milford, os ho heard 
some largo aiumnl vigorously kicking and struggling in tho under- 
wood. , 

“A stag,” replied his comrade, “and, if I mistake not, it is our 
iiiend of this Tnoming. 1 had just time to draw a bead on his 
shaggy neck. Come along.” 

Tlicy ran up the lull, and as they approached it tho gallant 
animal staggered on to his feet, and looked %vildly at them, as if ho 
wm charge. His eye rolled mth excitement, tho 

suDotbital sinus being widdy tUstended ; the brbtles of his neck 
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stood out and greatly enhanced the fierceness of his appearance. 
But all this display was but momentary; Lo fell heavily over and 
gave vent to somo of tho most piercing Bcrcams that ever shocked 
the human car. 

Idilford was horrified and put hu hands to lus cars. He had no 
idea such sounds could proceed from the throat of a deer. Fordham 
too seemed shocked, and motioned to Husseer Khan to put the 
poor hcast out of his misery. Tluj Pathan sprang forward and a 
stroke of his keen knife silenced the poor animal for ever. 

• “It is such things as these and the mute reproach of a dying 
stag's eye,” said tho elder hunter, “tliat often make ouo asPiamed 
of one’s self, and declare that one will never pull trigger again at a 
deer. But I must say it is not common to hear a stag scream as 
this one did.” 

“It was horrible!" ctclaimed INClford; "I bad no idea they 
could make such a noise.” 

*' 17611, tho poor beast was shot, as you sec, through the root of 
tho neck, and that may have had eomelhing to do with it. I have 
shot many stags, but I never beard such screams before." 

“He 18 a magutficoat creature,” remarked 3fil/ord, musingly; 
“lie is mueli bigger than mine. I am sure, Fordliam, this is toe 
Stag we saw first.” 

“I think it is,”*8aid his companion. “There was a hind viih 
him j in fact I saw the hind first as she led tho way across the gap, 
and 60 was prepared for him to follow. You shall have tho head 
of this fellow for your mother, Bmest, if you tldnk she* would like 
to have it, but I am sure she would prefer the oao of your oira 
shooting, and its head is nearly ns good," 

“I wish it were,” rejoined Ibe youth; “but if you don’t mind 
parting with it, Fordham, and will allow me to be greedy, I should 
like to have it, and wdl tiy to Btulf the head,” 

“ All right, my boy, it is youra with pleasure, and, if j’ou want 
asBlst.ance in stuffing, there is hloula, my factotum, who has been 
on leave for two months, and has just returned to Sconce ; he will 
help you in tho skinning and curing. He is a good hand at these 
things ; 1 taught him myself, and, ho has been an apt pupiL" 

“ I shall bo glad to avail myself of his superior knowledge. But 
who is Jfr. JtouIaJ I never hoard of lum before." 

“That is because ho has been away; otherivise Mould,' or tho 
Lalla-jeo as ho is called, is one of the greatest personages in my 
camp. I picked him up some years ago, and I will toll you how 
ns Wo go along. Here, Kusscer Kfaai^ ire shall rido homo, so you 
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ana the Good had better arranse about bringing home tlic ranibur. 
^Ve^ continual rordlum, as they rode slowly down Iho glen, 1 
piched up the Lalla at Sas«etain, where I was Borne time ago 
quartered with a detachment ot my tegiment. ^ Having littlo or 
nothing to do during the day, and not being given, like many of 
my brother ofiicers, to sleeping away 8i>an) time, I took iip natural 
liistory as a study, and employed several men to catch birds for mo, 
which they «lo with birdlime on a rod like a fisliing-rod ; you liavo 
scon them, have you nott” 

“No, I cannot say 1 have,” replied Milfonl. 

“tVell, I rlate say you Avill some day come across a man with a 
long slender lamboo in joints, like & light trout rod, and a basket 
not unlike a fishing basket, and eometimes a shield of green leaves, 
and you wU know him for a ptofe^iona! bird-catcher. You will 
SCO him watch a bulbul or a myna to a tree. Silently he creeps 
up and, ehcltcring himself behind hU target of leaves, he smears 
. the top joint of liis rod with birdlime, made from tho milky juico 
} of the bur tree* boiled with oil Tlicn he adds on joint to joint, 
cautiously pushing tho whole up till within a few inches of tlxe 
unsuspecting bird. A rapid dart and the tlung is done. Do\m 
comes the fluttering prisoner, if not attached to the stick at 
any rate within easy distance; for so viscid is tho birdlime that 
flight is out of tho question. ‘WoU, 1 bad several of tlxese fellows ; 
and one day, as I was riding along tho road, I met my man Moula, 
then to me a stranger, with hb basket and apparatus and a couple 
of fine merlins. I immedbtely entered into a conversation, in tho 
course of wlucU I found out that ho 'vas a touch above the common 
herd — in fact ho was a catcher and trainer of hawks and falcons ; 
so I asked him if he would cuter my service, to which lie agreed. 
After a time, I found he had a soul even above hawks, for lie used 
to come back in the evening with an empty bag, but his head full 
of tigers, wluch ho had-becn tracking in tho jimglo lands just above 
Sasscram. So be then became my tiger ehikarce, and many a dose 
shave Ave had, for it is very nasty country for tigers, tluit same 
jmglc about Sasscram — open scrub, principally, if I remember 
right, bejT buslies Avith deep ravines — ^but he kneAv tlie ground 
well, and on one occasion asked mo to sit out one night in a queer 
^rt of underground cellar, l/uOt in anulloh by a Avcaltliy zemindar 
Of niw mfigAfiomfiootf, Avfio liked to kiH fus tigers with perfect 
safety to himself. Having been belated one night avc tried the 
cellar m spile of snakes, but one trial Avas quite enough for me. 

* FtetMluHoi. 
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The place was built in the bend of a nullah; it was a room about 
twelve feet square, loopholed on two sides, or rather one side and 
a comer; about seven feet, or so, high, wth a wooden trap-door 
closing the entrance. The top of the cellar was flush with the 
ground, with steps leading down through the trap-door,. and the 
floor was level with the bed of the nullah. 

“A more miserable night I never spent, for, what with the heat 
and the mosquitoes, sleep was out of the question. The place was 
damp and ill ventilated, and not a ghost of a tiger came down the 
nullah to be shot. Koonwur Sing, who built it, may possibly 
enjoy^ that sort of thing, but I much prefer a hole in the open 


“ Well, when I came to the Central Provinces, Jloula’s imagina- 
tion was so fired by my accounts of the «bilfar to be had here, that 
he agreed to follow my fortunes j and, leaving a sum of money to 
hia disconsolate family, he started wiUi my carts for tlie joui3ie;y. 
He is a dreadful miser, and h'vcs on air,*l thiair, sending ah Ms 
savings down periodically to Sasseiam, where I firmly b^cve he 
has intentions of buying lands and dying a zemindar.* He is 
supposed to belong to the Eyutb, or writer class, generally cnlicd 
Lallas, and therefoio he is usually styled Laha-jee ; but ho is quite 
free from the prejudices of his class, and will shin any sort of 
animal, and has no mori compunclioii in tying out a cow os a bait 
for a tiger than lie has in eating bis dinner. He has one 
peculiarity ; once a year ho comes op and gravely asks for three 
days' leave— one day to get drunk in, and two days to recover, and 
on these occasions ho keeps out of sight. His annual custom over, 
he is ns sober as a judge for the next twelve months. I never 
could make out why he docs it, his hciid aches dreadfully after 
these bouts, and ho acknowledges his folly, but he goes on doing 
it neverthelcM.'’ 

On their arrival at the camp they were met by old Sheylha, who 
had some news to relate. The tiger beyond Khundipar, about 
which Fordham had sent for him, had at last made a I ill — a 
Goud runner had just come in to sayeo. Pat the ‘'gara”wM 
lying out in tho open, and far from a convenient tree, which was 
awkward, for the brute was one of thoso very suspicious ones tliat 
will not return to the kill if it he disturbed. 

“ Well, what do j ou propose to do, Shcyklia 1 ” asked Fonlliam. 

“My lord, your slave’s mlvieo » ^t you send XusscorKlian 
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anil Luchman^nth tho Gonil to maVe ft in Hic n^icst 

tree, and I will manase the test Yon can go ont about two o elewk 
in the nitemoon so as to reach the spot bj three or /our, otiI nitli 
your honour’s good fortune the tiger sliall eat IniUets. But jour 
slave wants n calf to kilL” . 

“You sliall luive one j hut what fort” nsted his master. 
“Khodawund, it will never do to approach the gara with that 
tiger, and yet wc must get it nearer to the tree. So my idea is to 
take the fredx skin of a calf, and I will wrap my feet in it with the 
fleshy side out. I will then approach the kill and attach a coni to 
it by whidx wo can haul it neat to the machaun. The tiger will 
not then Bmell my track, and he may think some other tiger Im 
carried off his meal, and will follow in teatch of it.” 

“Bravol a good idea," rejoined Fordliam. “Make all tho 
necessary arrangements and send off the elephant wnth Luchman, 
who is a flrst>rato hand at building maclutuns, anil someone to 
assist him. Isusseer Khan is bringing home a sambur, and will 
not be hero for some time. Tell the men to bo very silent, and 
to chop their poles at some dUtanco from the place and carrj' them 
on the elephant ; and mind, no hookah smoking or shouting whilst 
at work.” 

“Ill go until them,” said the old man, “as soon os I have got 
the calfskin,” 

Sheykha went off in a great bustle to make all his preparations, 
and our friends to their baths and breakfast. Tho rest of tho day 
was spent in olScc work on Foniham s part, .and two hours with a 
moondice on Jlilford’s ; after which the latter began to skin tho 
sambut’s head, and he had only just finished it, and put it into a 
pickle of salt and alum, when tiffin was announced j and at two 
o'clock they started for Khundipar. 

A brisk ride over pretty, undulating country brought them about 
half-past Uiice o’clock to the viUage n«irest to tho kill ; here they 
were met by tho Putail and ciders of the village, and by Sheykha 
and the peons, who reported tliat the machaun was ready. 

“I^ve you moved tho gara yeti” asked Fordham of Sheyklia. 
khodawund; tho later wo move it the fresher tho trail 
will 1«. AVliea yovnrhouotrr is seated and ready, ono of tho Gonds 
move the gara. Ho is sure to como back again, I 
'nmifi, ran’o ; 5ot ho lias only drunk the blood as yet, and it is a 
fat littlo cow.” 

“Yes,” lugubriously broke in one of tho villagers, “eho was tho 
best cow 1 had, and was in calf loo ; and I am a poor man where 
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slialllget another? ifylittle ones want milk, and I have onljr 
an old stick of a beast left, that doesn’t give half a ecer in the 
twenty-four hours ; and this very tiger last year killed one of my 
plough bullocks, and I haTe had to pay ever since for the use of 
another. ” 

“Well, never mind," said Fordham good-naturedly ; “if I kill 
tliis tiger you shall have another huUock, or a cow, whichever you 
like.” 

“Sfay the Burra Deo make liim cat your bullets, Jlaharojl" 
replied the man, grinning with delight. 

It was such acts of Uberality as this that gained Fordham a 
name in the district and influence with the people, who, like all 
natives, love the open hand. 

As time was getting on Fordham oiderctl up tho elcphaniiv 
mounting with Jlilford, told Shcjkha to lead the n-ay. Tlio 
ground beyond the village iras a good deal cut up with rasines, all 
convoigiDg towards a deep <lark valley, vbcue sides were clolherl 
svith dense forest, matted with mahoul creeper?,* and down the 
centre of wliicli flowed a sluggisli stream, stained hroivn with 
decaying Tegetntion, It tea?, as Fordham had rcmarficd l>efore, n 
place where an elephant wo^d ho useless, and Waters could not 
bo used from the sire of the valley ; so there was no chanco of 
getting a tiger, except by n-»tching tot him over a l«{t. 

After crossing a few fields they came to tho tree where the 
macliaun had been built. This wtu constructed of stout i*olea, 
L-tshed acro.ss the houglw of the tree at s convenient height, twelve 
or fifteen feet from the ground. On these cross poles was pheed a 
charpoy, or common native bed, wliicli is merely a framework of 
wood with A netting of stout coni Over this wero apTcail mgs and 
blankets, ami green branches were woven all round ami underneath, 
so os to hide Uic occupants. The whole Imd the aj^peanuicc of a 
gigunticnest vrhen \icircd Irom a distance. 

Tho clepliant marched up with soft and silent tre.til, anil the two 
Englishmen scrambled into their eyrie, and away went Bu'»suula 
to tiio viljflgo agvin, tho mnbout iwciring onlcrs to coma Jjack on 
lieaTiDg three pistol shots fired in socecssion. 

Tlic pin lay out in the open near eomo low bu«lie.«, too far from 
tho tree tor a ceii-iin shot, and Gilford watched with fomo interest 
the proceedings of oM Sheykha, wlio licgaii to cut hU calfskin in 
four quarters ; tu o of these he wrapped over hw own fpcl with the 
liair inwanH anj the other two he liamled to Ids Gondeo as.«i»tint, 

• /LatUlj nurMi.«n, 
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•who followed lii«« cxamiilc. 'Wlicii the two men were ready, 
Shcjlcba took a coil of lopo with a nooso at ono end, and drawing his 
’ long knifo ont of IvU Rheath, ho waddled away in his awMTanI 
! inoca?sin8, followed by the Gond in a goose-step. 

. Tlie first thing Slicykha did when ho reached the dead cow was 
to slip his noo'o over its horns; then with his keen knife ho 
sbuhed the ho<ly open, so that tho viscera protruded and left a 
\bTt«^CT trail; then the two men laid on tho tope manfully and 
dragged the cow slowly towards the tree. It was as much as they 
could manage, and Iho poor old shikaree was fairly out of hrcatli 
hy tho time tlic kill was placed in its new position, alwut fivc-and- 
twenty yanls from the macliaon. Our leaders must rcmcinljcr that 
a small Indian tow, ot tho common breed, is lighter even than the 
liltlo Alderney, otherwise the two men would have found it an 
impossible task. 

However, Sheykha, as bo wipc<l tho perspiration from his brow, 
gave a triumpluint smile, and pointc<l to tho rc-sult of his labours, 
oa much os to eay, “ Tlicro I \Vlvat do you think of that piece of 
generalship 1" 

AMii^ring to tho Gond to bo off to his village, the old man 
dlvcatcd lumself of his calfskins, and with the agility of a boy 
climbed up into the tree, and seated liimself at the back of the 
machaun. 

Fordham had already made himself comfortable svith a book 
■ which ho had brought with him, os talking is not allowable on 
such occasions. SUlford had been eulliciently amused at svatcliing 
the removal of the cow, and now lie was all excitement obout the 
approach of the tiger, and he found muclt to attract his attention 
in tho birds and insects that flew about. The day was fast declin- 
ing, for much time had been taken up with tho preparations, and 
Sheykha said the tiger might oppear at any moment. In quiet 
places they frequently come out Iwforc dark ; if not then, they will 
come a^ut dght ot nine, or els© four o'clock in the morning ; tho 
supposition in the latter ease is that the tiger being shy of coming 
Mck to hLs kill stmts off on another limiting expedition, and 
f^ng to get another victim ho returns early in tho morning to 
the meal of the ilay before. 

In the present case, however, the day wore on, and night came 
s5i^ Vnettget. Toiiluam ^lad to close Vis ^wok lor 
.hght, and, Jlilfonl was wearily yawning and longing to 
sirckh his legs, as nucliaun work is rather cramping for British 
limbs, ^lativcs can rest in any posture, hut English joints lack 
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the suppleness of the Oriental Sheykha's Jieacl vra9 bowed on Bjs 
arms, which he crossed over his wees, and he appeared to bo 
asleep, but it ^ras the sleep of the prorerbial weasel ' 

The moon was rising over the distant forests, and gave light 
enough to distinguisli any animal that might approach. JCow and 
then came the aliort, ^atp bark of the grey fox, wliich was 
answered by the scream of plover, as the maraqder passed to 
her nest. The nightjars kept up their incessant cry of “Chuefcoo- 
chuckoo, chuckoo-chuckoo • ” and at times the cry of the pca-fowl 
came home on the breeze from the dark svoods in (he distance. 
Once Milford thought he heard the deep “A-o-unghJ” of a tiger 
far a^^ay, hut Fordham wli^iered to him that tlie deceptive 
sounds came from the great owl* and not from a fclino throat 

A httle Liter on, our friends haling in the me-mtime discussed in 
silence a packet of sandwiches and a flask of brandy and water, 
they were startled by hearing the loud explosive Iwll of a sambur 
from the direction of the I'alley, nnd imiBedistely after it was 
answered by a low muttering growl Sheykha lifted n ivaming 
finger and whispered “Bagh'" Milfottl lost all his lassitude at 
once, and eagerly expected the tiger at every rustle of a dry leaf 
I toyed witJi by the evening breeze. His coiiii>anion remained 
passive and cairn, luiowing by experience tliat (liero is many n slip 
between Uie cup an<l the Itp at tins kind of sport, and that the least 
thing might turn the animal away nt the last moment. 

It had been arranged tliat Fordham was to tiko llio first shot at 
the tiger, lie wished to give it to Ids young friend, but MUfurd 
wouiti not hear of it, and iwggwl Idm to fake it, especially ns ho 
was unaccustomed to night-shooting, and ns this tiger hid Ik^ii 
to kill men it was most desirable tliat he shouhl not cscajic. The 
latter nigument had some weight with Konlham, ivho would other- 
wise liavo not boon outdone in generosity, or would have insisted 
nt all events in to'sing for the first shot ; but, ns important results 
depended on his aim, he thought that after all it would Ijc better 
to leave it to liiui. 

It was'aiwut Ion o'clock wheo tho old islukarce's keen eyes 
nottce4l a gliding form stealing along the field. Kuddcnly it stopjxd 
where the gara Ind been, and n low growl was dUfinctly heard. 
Tlie old man tapped Foidhim on the ana, and iwinlc<l. ’IIic 
animal was eridcntly nt fault, and widke<l round ami round, 
now and then giving vent to an impatient growl. At l.ul he 
Fecme*l to pcrceiio the trail, and slowly followed it uj^ till Mi ejes 

• ll-Jiot aljalrutik JXkK<<. 
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fell on tlio gfira in iU new siknalion. Then ho ptopjvcd, awl look^l 
abowt as if to leconnoltro Iho ground hefoto ptoteeding, and ho 
cxercisctl so much caution that Foitlliani almost grew uoubtfiu 
■whether ho would como up or not. Knolly he made up hm wind, 
and boldly coming forward he buried hli fangs in the con s neck, 
and gave her a violent shake as if be thought she still had liio 
in her, , , , , - 

There was no time to lose now, for Tordham suspected that his 
intention was to drag off the body to a more RhcUcrcil place. The 
moon shone brightly and full on the tiger and the dead cow, but 
the sportsmen were hidden in demo shade from the overhanging 
branches, and it was iuiposaiblo in such a light to see tho fine 
sights of a rifle. The natives on such occasions use a fluff of 
cotton wool which they tie to the murzlc of their guns, and when 
the moonlight fads on tho barrel, a bit of wax covered with scales 
pi ooaisftly powdered mica sometime* useful, foe wlwirv aw angle 
of tho mineral catches a my of tho moon it glows like a diamond 
spark. Hut both these makeshifts are faulty and apt to fail, 
rordliatu had a plan ol hU own. Prawjug from his pocket 
a small phml, containing a mucturc of phosphorous and olive 
oik ho appli(^ with a linger a small dab on tlio foro and liind 
' sights of his rifle, wliich for a minute or so glowed with a clear, 
p^e light 

The tigei, savagely shaking Ids lifeless victim, onto moto pro- 
ceeded to drag it away, and as lio Idled up tho cow’s head in his 
massive jaws, tho moonlight streamed full over his broad flank?, 
which seemed pale grey in tho uncertain light, with tho blacJc 
stripes standing out cleat and distinct. 

Tlic two Inioinous patches blended in ono ui a lino between tho 
hollow behind his shoulder and the keen cyo of tho hunter, and 
tho gloomy valley beyond gave out a muffled echo, as tho sharp 
Kport was answered by a e^ten roar. Quick as thought a second 
Iwrrel was poured into him, as ho loy gasping ou tho ground by 
the side of the gara. 

“^ow, Ernest, giro him a dose,” exclaimed Fordliam. 

young Tnan fired, but ho wt© not accustomed to tho light, 
and both his bullets went harmlessly into tho dead cow, when the 
tiger, to their astonUhment, suddenly jumped up and bolted, 
■tearing lustily, 

looked ftt eaelv oilier in blank omazement. 

* IT ’ I declare that is a sell! ” cried Jlilford. 

"lie won’t go far," Bwd old Shcjkha; "ho may get to tho 

‘C 
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Scnjul-wnljn Wmgw,* Tjul not beyond ; Jjc Is too ladly tut, Kaliib, 
to travel far to-iiiglit.” 

“IVell, we’ll tec in the momu^. ^inylietr, I don’t think he’ll 
live long with a couple of twcwnince bullets through hie lungs. 
And now wc’lI call up the clcpliant ; there is no uso our etaying 
here any longer. Ifand ino my fovolvcr, Shcykluu” 

Firing three ehots in the air, lie sat down anil waited for her 
arrival, and in half-an-Loxir they were on tlieir way home, wliich 
they reached about one o’clock, and were ghd to turn into comfort- 
able beds for the remainder of the iiiglit, promising to themselves 
to follow up the track of the wounded tiger on the morrow. 

Next morning, at break of day, Bussunta, with her liowdali 
strapped on, witli Nussect Klmi, Luchmon, and Sheykba, passed 
silently out of the filoepmg camp^ and took Ibcir way to Ivhuudipar. 
The battery of rifles and ammunition, and a plentiful supply of 
rockets and flfuirs, were stowed away in the LowdaK 

Fordham liad ordered her an hour’s start, for he and Milford 
intended to rido out. It was a wise thing to avoid as mD(h as 
possible journeying on an rfeidiont, especially in a hewdah, for the 
motion is anything but pleasant, and the locomotion is but slow. 
As long as one is on the look-out for game it does not so much 
signify, but with nothing to relieve the tedium of a long stage, the 
joULag after a time becomes intolerable. Once wo tried, when 
short of horses, to mate out one stags of twenty mDea on our 
elephant, "We strapped on the pad a bedstKid with the legs 
timzed up, round which we passed ropes so as to nuke a rail, and 
then irith a soft mattress underneatl^ and bolsters on either side, 
we thought ive might sleep in comfort. Vain delusion. No 
wretch in a fishing coble, in A chopping sea, in the Englisli 
Channel, ever was so pitched and rolled about ns wo were on that 
eventful night. After tiying it for some time our patience gave • 
way, and the monotony breomu^ unendurable, wo ousted tho 
malzout, and crossing the animal’s neck, drove her for the rest 
of the stage. 

At si.v o’clock tho camp was astir. Cossack stood saddled for 
Fordham, and a grey mare for Milford, and they soon appeared 
fresh for the fray, having made a good eJiola hasaree of tea, and 
toast, and eggs. A couple of sowars were in attendance, and the 
four mounted, and were soon dadiing along at a stretching gallop 
over the httle cart-road leading to Khimdi|jar. 

There is nothing more enjoyaMo in India than a smart gallop on 
* TIic Cottm nee Baiise 
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frcs^i iiOTScs, in llio cool cstIj TnoTnins itv tUo inQtith of FcLruarj'. 
Tlie air is cxliilaratiiig an'ii at least in Central India, Uic Bccncrj’ 
is ever>varying and bcautifni. Kow one ilashes past a ^ndo- 
spreading banj*an tree, its leafy colonnades cclioing anlh countless 
songsters ; then a hutca, covered with its hlazo of gorgeous orang^ 
scarlet blossoms, comes in the way; then a stately cotton tree with 
the lioney-suckers fluttering alx)ut its crimson clialices. Away in 
the distance rise blue bills %rith wrcatlis of grey mist slowly 
floating up, from tlic midst of which comes 

“Thu uiounifal try of Kuirtnl mne*,” 

as flocks of sanis wend their way to the tanks tliat stud the plains 
of Kerola Ijclow the gluts. liut the two horsemen noted little of 
the«o things, as they held steadily on their way. They were 
anxious to get to the ground l>efoto the tiger liad moved further 
away j if ho once got into the hig valley it was hopeless to tliink 
of securing him, bat the Semal*walla bhugm was a sure And, a 
cul lie ene, from which escape would be impossible. 

The sun was well up by the time they reached Khundipar, and 
riding tliiough the village they made straight for the tree where 
they had set out the night before. Here they found live elephant 
and the peons ; old Siicykha hadgono oS on the track of the tiger 
and he was expected back immciUatcly. Fordliam got off and 
examined the ground. Close to the body of the cow was a dark 
stain, where the ground liad soaked in the blood from the tiger's 
wounds j large drops marked the direction lie had taken, nnd there 
•was but little doubt that ho could not go for. Jlilford looked 
•with considerable disgust at the two holes, about eight inches 
apart, his bullets bad made in the cow, but he consoled himself 
•with the idea that it -wxs really too dark to eeo Ids sights, and that 
lie had had no time to apply any of Fonlham's preparation of 
phospboiou.'i 

Sheykhanow made his appc-arancc, and confidently reported that 
the tiger was in the Semul-walla bhugta. So the elephant was 
moimtcd, aud they proceeded there at once. 

The Coltou-treo Kavine took its name, as may bo supposed, from 
® bombax * growing at the head of tho nullah, wliicli was ono 
01 the feeders of the dark valley before mentioned. Tho place was 
not very deep, but "was densely overgrown with brushwood, which 
grow amongst the rocks of wMch tho bottom "was composed. Tlie 
sidc^ instead of lujing abrupt, sloped gently, and the whole was 
easily traversed by the elephant 


C — 2 
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“ I am pretty certaia he is there,” remarked fordham, as ho 
iratched the antics of soma Jaig© grey monkeys called luagoois,*’ 
which leaped from branch to branch of an old Icoolia tree, jabber- 
ing and grinning most insanidy. “ There is very little doubt about 
it,” he continued ; “those lungooia ace Just above ""here belies. 
AJibar All, take the elephant <lo%ni into the bed of tbo nullah to 
the left, and work up.” 

Those %7lio have only seen an elephant in a menagerie, or paid 
sixpence for a rido on one in the Zoological Gardena, have but a 
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faint notion, if any at all, of the wonderful power and sagacity 
displayed by Ibis animal in the forests, and especially in the Idlly 
and rocky forests of Central India. Tninctl to obey every word 
of command, and to judge with extnmo nicety every intonation of 
the driver’s loice, tbo feaU perfonned aro almost incredible, and 
seem still more innirellous when, as is often tbo case, the elephant 
is Olio which Ins been but a year or two in captivity, watch 
Bussunta now, as she goes down the steep bank ; ivero »ho to do so 
03 a IioTso or otiicr animal wotUd, the occupants of the howdah 

• tYaijttM fnltSiit. 
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would find tlieiHEolves at a raosl uncomfortaWo angle. Her fort 
Icg^ ore etraiglit, but phe drags l»or liind ones along t'lo groun<l ; 
now she rtc^tvere licrtolf as she gains more level footing, but tlio 
branches arc thick and hinder lier passage. 

‘^I.ay hold, my sweet one, luy lifel lay hold, my hravc one. 
Shahash 1 aliaVxssh 1 ” cried Akbsw Ali, as cho laid hold of branch 
after branch and tore it from its Ircr. “Sluibaah, my <Uughtor, 
sbabashl now another ‘one; no, no, not that, lake the higher 
branch ; there, my queen, my pearl, 6hal>asli ! ” an<l, as he aliowcred 
I endearing epithets on her, Jtussimta proudly stalked through the 
Hhicket into the more open Ijcd of the ravine, with a purring noise 
of sclf-salMaction ; then she suddenly struck her trunk on the 
ground with a hollow druro-hko sound, and coiled it tightly up. 

“The tiger U near, Kmcslj look outl"paid Fonlham, “that 
wan a warning note of old Bussunla’e.” 

Ciuliously peering alwut, they went slowly up the ravino. 

“lla! tlicro ho is!” exclaimed Milford, pitching forward Ids 
rifle and firing. A shorf, sullen roar followed. 

“You touched him up there, Ernest,” said bis companion. 
“Chehol mahout 1 chcllo! after him quick! Ue reems inclined 
I to sneak off and break out into tbe open.” 

AkbirAli u^cd ou his elephant in thciUrcction taken by the 
tiger, but the hank ^ras steep, and progress was impeded by heavy 
ma.«se3 of malioul creeper. Bussunta had just tom awoy one of 
these obstructions when, with a savage growl, a yellow mass sprang up 
and clung to iho elephant** hcatl The situation wa.s critical, but 
it lasted only a moment. Kcitber of the sportsmen liked to fire 
for fear of injuring Bussunta ; but she, with a sliriU trumpet and a 
violent effort, shook off her assailant, who was weak and faint with 
loss of blood, and backed doim-hill into tbo bed of tho nullah. As 
• the tiger fell off, rordham planted two more balls in Ins chest, and 
he ncr\r lay in the last throes of death, with a low, bubbling growl 
i«3uing from Ins clenched jaws. 

Akbat Ali was in a great state of mind about his charge, who 
was restless and excited after her encounter, but on carefully 
exatnmiiig her heail he was able to report that tho injuries were 
but plight. . She was rather iMidly scratched about tbe cars and 
^■hNfks, sriisn? ;Aw rigirr Aaif embraced her head with i\is foro p.aw3, 
and there were two teeth marks on tlio liump in the middle of her 
forehead, but he could not bring his under-jaw into play, so tho 
bite was not effectual ; on the whole she was more excited thgn 
hurt. 




am Koing to pack up my Ijoxes ol duki^ trophies, aail send ^em 
S to Wi. Tliere Vill be quite an Indian museum at tho Lodge 
Tj td tum I return to EnglamL I have tdready pven you 
accounts of the sambur horns and my first tiger, but I lime stm 
many others whose histories are os yet unwntten, and I im afraid 
f S cover many sheets of paper ere you have bad a full account 
of the doin'’3 of tho last month. Howuyer, I Imow I am wntin^. 
to a partial '■reader, and you avill not find my adventures tedious, 
whitover they might be to other people. 

» I am dad to hear Uncle Tom xs interested in my doings. I 
hhiuTlia^used to consider me rather a tmllsop because I preferred 
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jv day’s raUiit-sUootlng ot fisliing to iatd riding after a fox. 
you tell me alwut lus liaving made mo liis Iieir, as regards the 
Femdaie estate, is t\e\v?, and good news too if lie Iceeps to it, and 
I don’t forfeit Ids good opinioil somehow. I suppose J must send 
Ivira a skin oy two, hut my first ones must go to you. Hovr are 
the Llojds? Have you seen Hilith lately? Tell lier I haven t had 
a lavender kid on my fist foi many months, and my complexion is 
copper-tolourcd enough for a Pawnee Indian. 

I ho^ 1111010 Tom is of a constant mind. I like India well 
enough for the present, but I should like to rest my old bones (when 
it comes to that time) in a house of my own in old England.^ I 
always thought he had pitched upon tliat harum-scarum, hard-riding, 
and ctiually Katd-drinkiug cousin, Rodorick, for his successor at 
Ecmdalc. Of course I keep a journaL 1Va«n’t it your jaiting 
iojuncliou tliat I should faitldtiUy chronicle all my small beet, even 
of the mildest tap? aud did I not fill that morocco album with 
insane rcconlings of sharkv and albatrosses, lohsconse and salt junk, 
stonny petrels and flying fish in that dreary \oyoge round the CapoT 
And liavo I not been giving you monthly c.xtracts from it in letters 
of ft magnitude which gives the IJcngalco Baboo licre, uho officiates 
fts poetni.'istcr, a very erroneous idea of my importance, for ho is 
firmly poswssecl of the notion that I am the correspondent 
for Central India ? 

I told you in my last of our success witli the tiger at Khundipar. 
IVcll, we struck camp next day and marthed down into Kerola, a 
ilivisioii of this district lying in the valley of the Ban Gunga, below 
the plateau on which thi*! station is built. Part of our route lay 
along the llirrie River, a lovely little stream wluc-h .loins the Gunga 
at Sirckha. At Amoda Gurli, where there is one of the old rock* 
fortresses of the ancient Gotids uo tried for bison, which inhabit 
the bamboo jungle, and failed, but wc got some spotted deer — two 
very fine 6tag5, and one day wo murdered a tiger; 1 say murdered, 
for wo found lum asleep and shot him — a rather uncommon occur- 
teuw, for tigcTS, like weasels, aro seldom found napping. IVe were 
skirting the banks of a deep nuUali, one of tlio feeders of the llirrie, 
when my eye was attracted by alieautiful wild jessamine hudi 
covered until blo«soin, which hong in snowy ^vTeathS over the steep 
Ixink ; there was o. little cool slvady aihovw 'vmdt'Tueath the dteopiug 
branches, and tli^re, to my astomshment, I saw a fine tiger lying 
f.ist asleep, liU bead reding a^inst the l>ank, and his fore piivs, a"? 
he lay on Ids side, ueie stretched out ami crossf'd — an attitude 
frequently taken by a gn^hotind ns he 'lies on his side. I never 
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saw anytMng more Rtriking than tins fine animal, usually so vnld 
and fierce, now in calm repose. But there was no time to sciiti- 
menlahze over him j it took but a second to direct Fordliara’s 
attention, and to stop tbe elephant, whose silent tread had not 
disturbed his Jaajesty’a slombers. Another moment and /our 
hvdlets wero buned in lus broad ebest ; ho sprang to his feet, and, 
with a single bound, clearwl the opposite bank, amt, chaining aboxit 
a hundred yards, he pitched heavily on his head, and hy the time 
we got up ho was dead. 

It was on this trip I came across two <jnecr specimens of humani^ 
— a quail catcher and a snarer of kingfishers. 

Tlio former I met on a wild upland, wliithcr I Iiad gone in so-wh 
of a blue bull He was a little eluivellcd-up man, in scanty attire, 
with a bullock as desiccatetl in appearance ns liimself, a large flat 
basket to Jjold his bmK and a trap. I cnter«l into conrcrsition 
with him, and asked him if ho could show mo how ho caught tho 
birds, promismg to buy all he could catch tliero and then. It n'M 
late in the year for quail, which ore genemlly found in greater 
nbundanco in tlie early part of the cold season; but theio wtro a 
few fields of millet ui tho ne/ghbourbooti, and there was a cIjadcc 
of getting a feiv bml*. Alter hunting about for a time my friend 
(lushed a cosey, and marked where they alighted ; (hen, making a 
d<7our, he procectlcd to set his traps which consisted of a scries of 
frames about two foot long by one fool bnxul, joineil at tho ends 
uhicii foldcil up like a long map. There wero about a dozen of 
thoKo frames and tlic centre one had a hole in it largo enough to 
admit a partridge. 
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then a silly birtl would try and poto lus head tlirongh the meshes, 
•hut none thought ofdiopping over. At last the leader came to the 
hole in the centre. Ah ! hero was n grand opportunity ! In ho 
popped, and in popped all the others, and my dusky teacher in the 
art of snaring rushed forward with a triumphant whoop, and tied 
up the mouth of the hag mtU all tho straggling quail inside. 

I gave him a rapcc for tho birds and his trouble, and ho was very 
rrell pleased witli his morning’s work. 

The kingfisher catclicr I met on tho hanks of an affluent of the 
Gunga. I first noticed some pieces of mat put out in tho sun to 
dry, wth a number of bright Wuo binlskins, which, on nearer 
approach, I saw weru of a species of kingfisher. Other mats were 
covered with bits of flesh drying in tho sun. Tho trapper was a 
hindrassce, who told me ho took his skins doum to Maims, where 
he got a good price for them from mcrehants who exported them 
to ilurmaU and China, His modo of working >Tas with a decoy 
bird, wluch he bad in a litUo cage. According to his accoimt king- 
fishers MO excessively pugnacious, and resent fiercely any intrusion 
on their accustomed beati Tho trapper, taking advantage of this, 
puts his decoy in a conspicuous place, and surrounds him with 
wcUdimed twigs. The kingfislicr of tho place, on coming across 
tho stranger, indignantly rushes at him, and falls a victim to his 
Txdincss. Tho bird, when killed, is carefully freed from the birdlime 
by an application of hot oil, and then skujncd and dried. I 
cstimateil about 150 skins of two kinds of kingfishers in his pos- 
session. I bought one skin from him of the great kingfisher,* a 
huge bird compared -nilli oiir Ultlo "English one, or some of the 
Vmlliant-coloured In<lian dwarf spccicst being sixteen inches in 
length. It cannot compare with tho latter for brightness of colour, 
being in fact rather a dingy bird to look at by tho side of tho others, 
but notable on account of its great size. The bill, which is bctivcou 
three and four inches long, is a deep crimson, tho head broivn, the 
back and wings blue and olive-green, and tbo upper parts buiT, as 
nro also tho breast and throat. 

<^^rner of the box I am sending you will find a snudl tin, 
latKUcd “marabou plumes,” which yon may give to Edith, if she 
cares to have them. I owo them to Moula, or tho Lalla, as he is 
commonly calleil, Eonlham’s shikaree. I was walking along one 
day, whenl saw n1i.it I thought was a common adjutant — at a little 
distance there was not much difference. Jloula seized me by the 
' arm, and, in an excited inarmer, pointed to the bird, and urged me 

• ;f ifov» I £ratj«n/uciu sn-l Cryx 
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to a consUIerolile extent “ salub be ansycrwl mill a grin, 
“vre arc all moni or lc«3 liars in inycountr)*, and if one tells a story, 
another imrocdialtly caps it. TJicic were two young 
countrj' who had a IxKisting matcli, and one said, ‘3Iy father is so 
ricb and Im so many lioise^s that Ida stable is of such extent as to 
tahe a hor«o eleven montlis to go from one end stall to the other. 

“ ‘ Shalxrsh, hrothcr,’ rcplioil the second lioaster, ‘ that is verj' 
good. My father has a liamhoo so long that ho can sweep the 
clouds away with it when they ob-scuto the sun in harvest time.’ 

" * Hi, hi,’ cxclaitucd the first, ‘ that is very wonderful ; but pmy, 
brother, where does your father beep such a long liambool ’ 

“ * ^Vhy, you stupid 1 ’ was the answer, * in your father's stable, to 
bo sure.’ ” 

'n»Q story is not unlibo /Tsop’s fable of the two travellers, but 
has far more humour in it. 

liVhiht we wero in the valley of the Gunga, wo visited the old 
Gondian hill fort of Kohuiguth. These fastnesses are mostly 
naturally defensible positions, with slight additions of masonry hero 
and there. M'itU tho rude weapons of olden time most of these 
forts were impregnable, but wilb modem artillery they could 1ms 
easily slieUed out. Koliurgurh liardly deserves tho name of a fort ; 
It is more properly a hill, protected by outworks on Us accessible 
points, nature having done the rest. 

"We started early one morning, and, after riding to tho foot of 
the hill, wo dismounted and proceeded up a sort of gorge or dcOIc, 
which would admit but one man at a time, or at moat but two 
abreast On the left lop of the bank were the remains of a small 
bastion, loopholed so as to command tho roadway. Very little of 
the wall remained, and the interior was overgrown Avith brushwood 
and dwarf bamboo. A little farther on we followed the course of a 
sandy nullah for some distance, when, after osoending a little liigher, 
we came to the second banicr — a massive wall and gateivay built 
across tho roaih 

Aboxit two-thirds of the way from tho summit of tho hill is a fine 
large baoU, or stone-lined well, with a flight of steps leading doAvn 
to tbo water. 

Moula, who had been pamping the Gonds about tho legends of 
tho place, aud U«1 got some wondctfal story about ono mythological 
raja of olden time, called Bobal Sah, now exclaimed ivitli great 
• glee, 

“Eaja Uolftl Sah bee jail see what a fine well ho has made 
among tho recks I” 
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Onwards we toiled, overioctsand boulder^ in and out of bamboo 
dumps, and along nnllali beds. At last we came to a sort of cleared 
space, an amphitheatre, with some fine jamoon • trees. 

“There, sahib,” exclaimed J&Ioula, who had been incessantly 
chattering the wliole way; “there, those jamoon trees bear fruit 
tliat weigh three jupees each. Wah, wah J Eaja Bohal Sah kee 
jai 1 such trees as he planted in the locty bills 1 ” 

After going .a Uttle further the pathway (it scarcely deserved the 
name) took a dip downwards, and after leading us across a grassy 
ravine, filled with spear-grass, wc again mounted through a dense 
bamhoo thicket. 

Fordham, from whose eye nothing ever escaped, here suddenly 
pitched forward his rifle and fired, and on running up we found, in 
tho long grass, shot through the 
heart, a curious little four-homed 
antelope, t In colour it was a 
browiush-bay, lighter beneath fores 
legs, muzzle and edge of car 
dar)^ and iostdo tlic legs and earn 
whit& Tlie lossger jmir of horns 
were about five Inches long, nud 
the little ones in frosib about one 
and a half inches. Tito animal is . 
abttle smaller than tlio itb-face'd 
deer, which it rather resembles 
as it darts through tho bamboo 
toen-iioasxD sirtzLora thicket. ITe trictl the venison 
afterwards, but it cannot compare 
with tliat of the rib-face, being dry, which Chand Khan tried to 
remedy by roasting it with mutton fat. Ifowover, to return to our 
journey up the lull, the pathway bow hcaimc more difficult — fallen 
trees, huge boulders, elippeiy ascents of black aandy e.-irtli, which 
tho IaU.i declared to bo tho refuse gunpowder of tho great battles 
of old, indignantly refusing to entortain tho iJc.a that gunpowder 
was not knoim to tho great Kaja dk>bal Sah. 

Tlocks were climbed over, clumps of bamlnw squeezed through, 
till nt Last we found ourschc* bcfwc a mimiw cleft in an opposing 
rock, forming a passage about three feet wide. ^Icrcws tho top of 
tho fisTurerestoil three Lugo Ixmlderv tho thinl irnlJng lhop^s-•!3gc, 
wliich slojied upwards, so narrow that wo had to crcoj> tliroiigU on 
out bands and knees. 
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After toilinq on ix cliort illstance from tliU natural postern, wo 
turned round a Ennll rock, and came u|)on a \)toad pblionn, 
the Kutcherrj', commanding a fine view of tho country, 
liowevcr, was not tho highest point, fo sre tunicil again and struck 
evd to out right, Ihiouglx a tangled lliickct of creeper', when, nnaUy 
diving down a guUy and wriggling through a sinall hole under a 
rock, we fcramhlcd up a eloping houldtr, and found ourselves at 
last on the top of Kohurgurh. 

liclow U3 stretched the dark jungle in range after range ; heyond 
it were sprcail tho fertile ftehU of the valley of tho Itm Gunga, tho 
pcrgunnalis of Kerpla, and Kuttunglicc, and the far distance was 
hounded by the blue bills of ilaniUa. The woods were ringing 
with the nieny notes of countless birds } tho Indian buff magpie 
chattered away on a withered branch close by ; cloxvn in the dark 
valleys darted tho golden oriole j far in tho bluo heavens soarwl tho 
circling vuiltures, ever on the look-out for prey, wlnlst hundreds of 
little bush warblers twittered In the shruw around us. 

• X made a sketch of the view before leaving, and whilst I was thus 

engaged rordham went off on an exploring trip. Soon after Kuwacr 
Khan came running up to tell mo his sahib wanted mo at once. I 
shut up my sketch book and ran down the rocks to where ho was. 
“Look hero, Ernest,” he said, “xvliat do you tlunk of tliat creature f” 
Anything more hideous 1 never saxv, and replied to that effect. 
Across a small ravine, basking on some rocks, lay an enormous 
lizard, or iguana, about four feet m length, a most repulsive-looking 
creature. As 1 did not care about adding such a reptile to my 
collection, and Fonlham bad specimens already, wo contented our- 
selves with rmnets’ courtesy, and heaved half a brick, alias a jiiecc 
of rock, at him, on wliicli ho wobbled — for I cannot express his 
ungainly action in a more apposite phrase — into a crack and dis- 
appeared. 

AVe then started for liomc, and were glad to get to our tents 
again, for it was excessively hot. 

A few days afterwards we found ourselves at Siroklia, at llio con- 
fluence of the Ilirrio and the Gunga. 

Across the river wo got some fine spotted deer. I must say 
spotted deer-shooting is most enjoyable. They are generally found 
near river«, and frequently in hamboo jungle intersected by ravines, 
where the chances arc in favour ot your hnding a tiger instead of a 
deer ; tliU of course adds to the excitement, and keeps you con- 
stantly on the look-out for squalls. Ono moming wo were out, we 
saw a herd of about a dozen, with ono very fine stag — a magnificent 
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fel]o«'. "^Ve mule a con^ideiaUo tUiout\ and crept up a gras.sy 
ravine till ^vitliin shot, •when wo lay down under the crest of tho 
rise to regain breath. At a littlo Astanco from us on our left I 
noticed what I took to bo a stone, Imt tho movement of something 
black on it attracted my attention again — perhaps a buitcrlly or a 
small bird on it — liowcrer, on looking at it attentively, I found 
myself staring n fine l^anthcr in tbo face. Tho m9vemcnt that 
struck mo was that of one of liia cars, and but for this ho might 
bavo passed unnoticed, so nearly did his spotted head assimilate 
mtJi tbo dry grass and leaves. Ifc, too, was evidently after the 
deer, when seemg he ■»vns discovered Jso quietly sneaked off before 
wo could get a fair shot at lum, and as be passed the herd tlicy got 
wind of him and carao tearing past us at full speed. Foiilhara 
took tho big stag, and dtopped him dead, and a noble fellow ho 
iraa I took a younger stag and planted two bullets in him, yet ho 
got aavay j but m the afternoon wo sent Nusseer Khan and the 
lalla, witli Bhoom, tho camel man's dog, and the sagacious follow 
tracked tho door for three miles, and at mt found him in a nnllah 
stone<lea(L Tbo nc.vt day wo hid a fruitless himl after a tiger, but 
found sojuD cimous remains, and heard a quaint legend in connection 
with them. To show you that I do keep a jeximal I ■will quote 
from it now. • 

"Tbo elephant -was toiling slowly up one of the many roclcy and 
bambCKwhokeil ravines which run down to tho river, when, on 
reaching the top of tho bank, wc camo suddenly upon Bomc most 
curious remains of tho rudest fonn of stone arcliitecture j there 
avere large slabs placed in groups of four or five, with a massive flat 
one placed table-wise above, forming the cronJech of our Druids, 
Soma of these groups wanted tho horizontal slab ; other stones wero 
arranged m circles, forty or fifty feet in diameter ; and the whole 
occupied a considerable space of ground. fVe felt greatly puzzled 
how to aceouAt for these remains. The place 'was an unHtely one 
for the burial-ground of a -village or city, had anything tended to 
prove tho existence of such, for it was rocky and full of ravines ; 
unlesa it had been chosen (or the facility for quarrying tlie blocks. . 
Perhaps a battle had been fought and the slain piously interred by 
the survivors, and. sacrifices offered within tho circles ; that it was 
a more accidental chaotic jumWa of rocks, produced by natural 
causes, was an idea which could not be entertained for a moment 
Hoping to find some clue, ire got a few men to dig up somo of tho 
cromlechs, and wlukt they -were at vrotk wo squatted under a tree, 

* EeeKoCestQtecodtftb^ToIim;. 
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on a hogc trap boulder, and sending for an old Baiga pnest irlio 
xras repotted tol^vo some knowledge of the origin of the place, 
wo asked for his opinion on tho subject. After n little sh}’ness, 
smoothed away by a few quids of lobacco, ho began his narrativo 
thus : — 

“ ‘ In times long ago, sahib, long before we Gouds came into exi^ 
lencc, and the country was peopled by dcotas (t.e. gods), the Ilirrio 
riverwas bom, and was to be married to the Gungn- Ah f in thoso 
days the Gunga was a finer river than it is now ; Bhim Sen spoilt it, 

• he did. There were Donger Deo and Soondet Deo, and Kookra 
Deo, and ever so many deotas, but Bliim Sen was the most power- 
ful of aU, as Kookra Deo was the most crabbed and ill-favoured. 
In those days Bhim Sen wanted to dam up the Gunga to make a 
fiah-ijond, so he began at night, for the dcos only work at night, 
mahataj, and he began to tear up the hills by the roots and to throw 
them down into the valley. That big spur near the bend of the 
rivet is one, and the big hog-backed liiU, where the Gootera Deo 
still lives, is another. A little gap only remained, the space 
bctTfeen the hills where the river stdl runs, and Bhim Sen toiled 
liatd, for if he could not do it before morning ho would never he 
able to do U at oIL So he tore up two lulls by the roots and, 
tying them to tho cuds of his etaff, slung them across his shoulder 
and carried them dmvn to the river ; but just before ho got there 
tho cock crew. Blum Sen flung dovm his load m a rage, and there 
are tho hills to this day, sahib ; there, tboso conical ones out in the 
plains. It is true, maluiroj,’ contmued he, gravely, seeing a smilo 
on our faces ; ‘ what should hills do out there by themselves if Bhim 
Sen had not thrown them down there? And ho hurled away Lis 
staff across tho rivet ; they say it is still to bo seen some thirty 
miles fromhere ; it is of stone, and is forty paces long. 'tVell, sahib, 
as Bhim Sen could not stop the Gunga, the Gunga went on, and at 
last wanted a wife, and the deotas agreed it was only just and fair 
ho should have a wife as other riveiu mostly have. So the young 
Ilirrio was bom, and there was to bo a grand wedding, .ibll tho 
ucotM and uoodUnd fays were to attend — all except Kookm Deo, 
for ho was, as 1 have emd, crabbed and ill-favoured, and made 
everybody miserable ; so they all agreed they would not invite 
IsACkra Cko. Abaai that, ho was one of the most 

powerful as Well as tho most m^idous of tho deotas. It was a sad 
mistake, and Kookra Deo laughed a savage laugh when ho heard of 
it, and vowed to be revenged. 

“ ‘ So oil the deotas and woodland fays attended the marriage of 

7 
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ior, v?o left SltckUa nest morning. It vras at Sirekha I wn* for 
the first time on® of the most b^utiful of the pigeon kind, tno 
hronzcd-wingeil ground-dove.* They should call it the emeralu- 
Tvinged-doTe, lor its hack and "wings are of that hue, "witli a faint 
golden sheen : the under part and breast are reddish broum- 
It is a most lovely little bird, and, as it strutted about on the 
opjKisito bank of n ravine we were descending, 1 quite forgot all 
about the tiger vro were after.” 

Now, my dear mother, I am going to give you ono more extract 
from my journal ; I am afraid the rhytlimic part of it will show you 
tliat the son’s poetical powers ate not equal to his father’s, but you 
must remember tho lines aro but jungle jottings, written doivn on 
the spur of tho moment to kill time, when, as the Yankees say, I 
was up a tall tree. 


"UllMA MaIES. 

• “It was jXL this month of Match that 1 was m tho south-east 
corner of thb ilistrict. bVe had not had much in tlm way of sport. 
On the plains, nortr the Gondcc village of Jloorh-air, I ran down and 
shot a couple of blue bulls j bison, the chief object of out trip, wo 
had not seen a hoof of, and wo were on our way back to tho station 
when tho Xalla, who was always poking his nose about mto every 
corner for Ihuhlnir, camo to mo and informed me, in a confidential 
sort of way, that he had heard from some Gonds of a spring far in 
the depths of tho jangle ; a spring of cold irater flowing all tho 
year round. 

“ ‘ Now, sahib,’ said ho, * the Gonda consider this place as sacred ; 
they say tho ghosts of tlieir forefathers inhabit a big tree there, and 
tlicy never go thoro at night. Now, eucb a place must needs liave 
thousands of animals coining to drink ; therefore, if it is an order, 
I will go and build a machaon ; wc ure sure to get sambur and 
perhapa a tiger.’ 

"Of course 1 jumped ttt the idea, and oft ho went. It was noon 
cro he roturno*!, full of the wonders of the place i so, dining early, 
I slartcil about 4 p.m, 

*i9'm by over a series of the same monotonous bamboo- 
clad hills that prevail in that part of the district. Now and tlien, 
M wo sKirtod a spur of the range, an opening vista sliowed us tho 
broad plaixis of Kerola, stadded wi^a. thousand tanks, glittering in 
the golden flood of light poured by tho setting sun, like a shield of 
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tright enamel set \rith picd(m gems. Bejond the Bin Gonga 
rose the hluo hills of Mhonr, 171111 behind them ‘the verdant •v-alleys 
of the Bunjar and the Hnlonc — the haunts of the red deer. Down 
below ns the gorges were dathening into the shades of night, and 
warned ns to mahe haste lest we eliould loso ont way in tho forests. 
Wb had persuaded a young Gond to bo out guide, though ho un- 
dertook the task rather reluctantly. 

“‘Yon irill never shoot anything there,' said he; ‘Boongerdeo 
permits not his beasts to be slain ; besides,' continued ho, gravely, 
' it is not good to appear before him empty-handed j it is not 
wise.’ 

“‘■BITio is Dooagerdeol’ I asked. 

“ * Who IS Doongerdco 1 Wliy, he is a great deo, tho lord of tho 
forests. The sahib should have hrooght five pan leaves and a hotel 
nut, and then perhaps lie might ejay one of the doer.' 

“ The sun was just going doim over tho darkene J forest, when 
tho guide suddenly led the way will) rapid steps into n lonely glen. 
Down wo Avent through tJio dark diadows of tho forest trees, tho 
gloom increasing as wo descended, and tho moonbeams began to 
lUcker over oui path through tho overhanging brnnchci Tho grep^ 
monkey, startled at our mtrnsion, made the woods resound with his 
ghostly ‘ 'iliioop 1 whoop 1 whoop I ' tho niglitjars flow around us in 
their eccentric manner, and tho large homed owl sailed through the 
gloomy arciics like some disembodied spirit seeking re'^t. In sooth 
it Avas an uncanny-looking qwt ; no Avonder the superstitious nbori- 
avoided it at niglit.’ 

“Tinning round a clump of laiuboc^ wo hnrrietl down into the 
gravelly bod of n mountain torrent, now quito diy, mid a fcAr stcjis 
farther led us into a little delL AUl how lovely it seemed; liko 
on oasis in a desert omul the high rugged hills that surrounded it. 
Tho grass woa os soft as velvet, and the air anus laden aith the j>er- 
fumo o! tho harsinga* and tlio tiiis.xt Shut in by Aiaving bamboo 
and tAvining creeper, it was as a gem in n casket. 

“At the upper end was a sort of natnml lower formed in tlio 
side of tho bank, and from tho luxuriant vegetation that surrounded 
it shot «[« into the cohl, clear aky an imuicu^ *‘niul tree, who-e 
giant snns rpread themsclvrs ont dlnftas if to sliadc its ejwt 

from the rude beams of the sun- Under its kniIs was n higu stono 
dibbled over w'ith re<l pain^ and covered u ith Anlherc-d floivcra, 
cocoa-nut slicUs, and other retonants of ofleringi; wlul«t on one 
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pule, ill a loTcly Uttle gravelly taan, decked 'vvJlU fcni, bly and 
floweret, l)ul)l)lcd up Umma Maiee, Uio motlier of springs 1 _ 

“The foot-pr'mts oi nutnheta of aniroals were traceaulc 
soft sandy bed over winch the calm little streamlet flowed. The 
tiger and leopard had heen there; the lordly samhur and the UtUo 
quadricomis ; the porcupine and the horo ; and as the guide pointed 
with an exclamation of. *Boda!’ we perceived thatahord of hison 
had hut just slaked their thirst. 

• “ Taking my rifles, knife, and hlanket, I ascended a small dhaoura 
tree clo.'io by, in which tho Xalla had built the machaun. He 
followed ma up, and the Gond went away to the hut of a Baiga 
friend about a nulc off, promising to retom early in, the morning, 
choosing rather a trip alouo through the forest to a night by the 
tree of Boougetdeo; and in half-an-hout Houla and myself were 
tho only human beings neat the Umnia Maicc. 

“ The moon tosc high over tho amphitlxcatra of bills, and danced 
in flickoruig beams over tho surface of the little spring. The ^vild 
notes of tho night birds were ringing through tho forest, anti 
mingled with them came the moan of the wood-owl and the d^tant 
whoop oi the Eotcllus monkey. The soft rippling of tho waters 
reminded mo of tho wclUovcd springs of homc-H>f Pot-boil and 
tho Saints’ IVcll, and many others in dear old Derbyshire. It sang 
to mo as tho voice of an old friend, and I translated it as follows : 


'‘So'<o OF UuH-v Musa. 

" I come from the crystal halls of Earth , 
From the mother of springs I How, 

Ihvst goWen mines, where no dselight shines, 
To a torriJ cIiRie ao«l a laml ofaesuth , 

Still the forest dark —like a dhmonil spark 
1 flash u 1 ouwanl go I 


“ 1 might have chosen my course to steer 
To a land where plenty smiles, 

Where in fairy bowers, roW eiunmer flowers, 

I might hahtrtc and pUy frtmi year to ye.ar ; 

Or baro palleml away, near the ocean spray, 
On some lorely cot^ isle I 
*' &it I chose not to share with others tho loro 
Wliich I gain from ewh creature here ; 
Where the floweret wee and tho forest treo 
Keep oIT the mdo hmnn bom the son above, 

ITi®. «»4tholcopanless slun, 
•lirlnk with the timhents deer I 


lovingly oer me the ^ven fern hcndi. 
And inosse* creep close to my side : 
c rom the trees ahova the lose turtle dove 
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Her moninfiil note Tritt tbe Aierrvtl bleada : 

And in eTening'B sbadts from tie forest glades 
THo peacock hastes to the ti<le 1 

‘ ‘ The beasts of the forest aH come to my call, 

1 gather the birds of the air; 

And man bends the knee erhen he comes to me— 
He ^nnka and he esUs me ‘ the- mother of slk’ 
And in awe bends he at the giant tree, 
for spirits of eJd lire tb^ I ' 

"And in his traditions of early ]ore 
Be bears of the Urama hfaice, 

And the spiWts that dwell near that lonely well 
Are tliose of great wantors and men of yore, 
tyiiere hnr father has gone, and he, Che coo, 

\ytll go when he happens to die. 

*' lly name ic known tbrongh this forest land, 
Add wheQereraOondcoines nigh, 

Soma ofTenog email, 'ncatli the semxil tall, 
if « lays on a etone with a trerallms hand } 

Th«D eomiQg to n« be dnnbs, and be 
Blosies tbe (Tmina Maiee ' 


" This train of tiiougbt» and tlw monotonous tones of llie cliuck w- 
clinckoo innis, made me dfoarsy, and I aras away in spirit hy !«* 
grassy banks of the "Wye, in tlio bower overhung hy nut-bushes, 
where the bubbling waters of the Saints’ Well rippled out on 
pebbles. It was Caster Sunday, and the country people wens there 
all clad in their beet, each trjtli » little mug and a bit of lump 

gyOTi for it ia an old cuatom to drink «iti cuen'e on Eastcr-day at 

Iho Saints’ Well. I, too, was about to dip in with tfio rest, when 
suddenly I awoke iritli a start — hfoula ^^l9 lianl pressing ray arm. 
n« placed his dnger on bis lips ®ud motioned to mo to bo on the 
look-out. 

“JTotfl sound to Iw beard save flic owls and tho cbuckoo 
binis, and the rustling of a porcupino raid the ilry leaves under- 
ncatli. 

“Istnined iny eara foeateh tbe faintest iramiag, when suddenly 
a sharp crack was he-anl cln*e by, as though eome largo animal had 
trodden on a dry twig Tlie lAlla put his mouth to my e.-ir and 
whispcrtHl, 

“All was still npihi for some second*. 'Mhen another faint crack 
was hennl. Tlie uary lioast was evidently not coming without Iho 
htrictest invcstigatioti tvi to the safety of the jinvceding — a pre- 
caution ncccssii^’ when the' lord of the wwls so often lay in uah 


by the water. 

“TIio sljtlnew of night was «iee more broken by tlio «?ian» e*- 
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plosive bell wliicli told me the visitor %va3 a sambur. Approaching 
footsteps were heard, and dorm in the glen emerged a lino stag ; 
looking cautiously around ho was advancing torvarda tho spring. 
Seizing my lifle I got ready, when suddenly ho stopped j throwing 
his head Idgh up, with oars advanced, lus noble antlers sweeping 
back rvith a magidBcent curve, he stood for a moment listening in- 
tently j then ■with another ^aip hell ho plunged fonvartl, rvith a 
wheel to tho sight, and disappeared, crashing through the under- 
wood as he horo up the hill-side. 

“‘AVhoop! ■whoops whoop! ’rang through the jungle, with a 
great conunolion in the branches of a largo tseo full of grey 
monkeys. 

“The little brown owl gave an agitated scream, tbo chuckoo- 
chnekoo birds appealed all to bavc gone crazy, the sly little porcu- 
pine hid liimself away somewhere quietly, the grey plover soared 
high into tho air screaming wihUy, and tlic loud cry of the pea-fowl 
I was answered by a deep cleclnc ‘A-o-Jtnjh/’ tbo dreaded sound 
tluat made tho blood fly faster through tlio veins of every living 
creature that hoard it, as it reverberated through tho echoing hills. 

. “ ‘ Bagh 1 ’ whispered the Lalla. 

“Another sullen roar was heard closer still, and tho loaves on 
tho bank-side ni«tled : a ligbt-colourcd object peered out of tho 
hushes and looked carcliilly around. Seeing nothmg unusual to 
arouse his suspicions, he came out and stood before us — a magnifi- 
cent tiger — in tho waning moonlight. 

“ Advancing to tho slfeara be flung liimself in, and, rcilling over 
and over, laveil his heated body ; then slowly rising ho came up to 
) the well-head to ilrink. 

“ was the lime. Tlio well-head was just under my tree ; 
the moon w.is f.ist sinking, but there was still ample light for the 
work. Rapidly passing my heavy lifle down through tho boughs, 
I ^va^tcd till ho bent bis bead over tbo spring ; then, aiming 
between tho slioiildors, I fired both barrels. 

“Ilofell on tho spot, and the blood of the tiger mingled with the 
waters of 'Unicia Mwee. 

"Tho moon sank as the report of tho tiflo bellowed through tho 
^ shus ; so, wrapping ourselves in out blankets, we slept. 

“ Morning broke i Uic little owl •was tmvning up aiivl do’.vn liis 
gamut for the Ix«l tiino; tho chuckoo birds had given way to the 
crow and the jiy. From hill tohfll resounded tbo call of the black 
cuckoo and the b-irsh crj’ of the pcacodk; ‘quills’ liad eaten enough 
of roots ^d had gone to sleep away tho coming day in his liolo 
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uMiler the grlslea; the hnmniuig-hirds were jjlajing in tJje ilowers 
of the Buica nnd the huirictl flap of the green pigeon’s vring 

ns she flew past nwohe me. 

"Kail it all been a d«amt 

“dVas it hut n tnere pha‘?o of that dreaming fancy TrhicJj had led 
mo hack to Dorhy’a hills, or had I really shot the jungle mondrcli 
under the tree of Doongerdcot 

" Kastily throrring off my plaid I looked over the maclmtm. 

"Yes, there lie lay in all his brindled l>c.i»ty, stretched half 
ocro'^9 the spring, the limpid water pouring out of the hole in the 
bank almost into his car ; the usually bright little pool was tinged 
a dtill red by the life-stream tJiat had jiourcd from a bullct-wound 
just under liis elbow, where one of Iho fatal leaden messengers had 
gone through. 

"The guide now nmde his appeanwice, nnd was struck trith 
ftstomshment Chat the deo had permitted to the Sason what he 
domed to the Gond. As I descended from the tree he bent down, 
nnd, passing his Angers tlireo times o>er my feet, raised his hands 
to his forehead. ITo touclicd the dead tiger wontlcringly, as if ho 
thought it sujum.ituml, andcsclaimcd toldmself ‘IVhh J ' Leaving 
the Lalla at the place, I followed the Gond to the nearest village, 
to send men to carry homo the tiger. 

"I hiTo had nights of watching before and since, bat never in so 
lovely n spot, nor one vrhich left such an impression ou my mind 
as the night at the spring of Umma Jfaice.” 
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ScoxL — Tlio head-quarters 
ottl\c<.U«tncto( thos-XTOO tumie, situated on tUc road from Na^pucto 
JalMlpiir, nearly lialf-way between the two : in north latitinlo 22° 
4* and east loupitnde 39’. It was foundctl in a.d. 1774 by 
Molvatnwnd Amti\ IvUan, who mado Seoni his head-iivrarters instead 
of Cbhai«ri. It contains larp) puliUc ganlcns ^ market-pLace, 
and a noble lank, which has recently been unproved and deepened. 
Tlie pcineip-d buildings are tha coxwt-honse, {?vol, schoel-howse, dis- 
pens \ry, and post-ofticc. A handsome church is about to l>e erected. 
The jHipulation of the town proper is 8,G0S souls ; incluiling, how- 
ever, the two outskirts ol Masgli I'etlx and Bhairao Ganj (in reality 
component jnrls of Sconi), the population is 10,021 souL?. Tlio 
town sohoid contains about 175 pupil?. Tim climate of Sconf is 
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salubrious nnil tlic tempemtorc moderate. Tliero arc excellent 
available building sites, and the armfie price of food is sUghtly 
less than either at Jahalpiir or Nagpiir.” 

This is inodem Seord, or, as ire prefer to spell it in our old- 
fashioned iray, Sconce ; but U»e Sconce of twenty years ago, the 
time of which we -nTite, was very different There were no build- 
ings to speak of save a fewbmi^ow9,and th§ rude old pUe which 
sheltered tho impoverished descendant of the former ^ahomedan 
ruler of the place. Tho noble tank — the Dul Sagur — was there, 
hat a bed of rushes occupied the south end where now a fine flight 
of stone steps, the work of a relative of the writer’s, leads down to 
the water.- 

The road th.it led from Jubbulpoor to Xagpoor, then tJio higJiway 
to Bombay from Calcutta, and over which Her ilajesty’s mails were 
carried in leathern ha^ slung over ponies, was in parts as much 
like the bed of a mountain stream os a road ; the larger rivers, now 
spanned by noble bridges bad to be forded, and the smaller ones 
and tho nullahs wero cros^ by rude wooden structures, which had 
to be renewed yearly. A few miles to the south of the station was 
on almost impiaeable (quagmire, iato which wo one day, hariuggot 
off the raidiUc path, which Itad to somo extent been consolidated 
by faggots and log*, got engulfed up to the pommel of our saddle, 
extricating ourselves u ith e.vtreme difficulty. 

There was only a monthly mail and no telegraph in thoso days, 
and tho only railway in India was the short lino from Calcutta to 
Kaneegungo. "Living, "the “Gazcttccr”say^ “is somewliatcheaper 
than at the two larger stations." In the days of wliich wo speak, 
wheat sold for sixty seers for a rupee, and fifty seers of gram could 
bo got for tlie same money. Ererythidg elso was in pfO]»ortion. 
There w.as little or no exportation, tho produce of the fertile plate.iu 
was consumed within its own boundaries. Tlio fanner maiio less 
money, but the poor wero the gainers. IVages were low, but tiio 
necessaries of life were cheap and abundant. The llutiiiy effected 
a great change. It ivas not l>k«dy tliat a plateau so noted for its 
cereal crops as Seoneo would remain unnoticed, 1111611 large supplies 
of grain were wanted for the troops employed against the rebels; 
and although tho ihfficnltios of transport had been against tho ex- 
portation of grain in times of peace, the unusual lioniand called 
forth tho energies of tlie Government contract^ notably of one 
Bunsco Lull Abhecr Chnnd, now a native millionaire, and tho 
rugged roads of Seoneo wero covered with droves of Bunjim’s Iml- 
locks, Lidcn with nhe.at and gnun. Wc sbal] Lave i-lsenbcns to 
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of Jfip'y trUva, vritli ivho<»* avocrttiMi aa carrior^ th-’ 

iron mii-.t ?-ni\ly ii ivo In vUys, ttUoh gwKH 

of bulk had to U- trmaportetl oTcr countrj’ wh'^ro even carts rouM 
noll )0 employed, the llunjan. \v\tli Ida bullocks vas indlTveiisalilo ; 
and Ihongli, pip’y-like, his natural proclivities avert? tlio'o of n 
poacher and a freclxvitor, atill no ono could 1« more rifpdly lionett 
in the- matter of gootU commlttcel tohri charge for ronxcyaiico from 
ono district to nnothe r. 

Eotering Iho station of Scotjeo from Iho .luhhiilpoor fuIc, tho 
rider pastes the little village of I.U"li«rm.irTa on the right, and then 
a small ttmple or Tftn-'’i\ip, and rws Wfore liim n piclutt^iuo avenue 
of Itftmhoo clamps leading up to the aUUom At the upi*er end of 
this Rveuuft there Li, ou the left, a fine gtovc of mango trce«, and 
on tho right a \>arado ground. Tlic station it«clf in those days 
consisted of a fern fcattered hnngalowp, not exceeding half-ftHlorcn, 
for the civil ofllccrs of the dUtnet— the doctor, the collector of 
custotas, ami the ofTiccrs in cliarye of n delachmont of Madras 
Infantry. Tlie finest huUding was the Kutcherry, or deputy- 
commissioner’s office ; it wa.s pleasantly situntefl on a gentio 
crwiy eminence, which sloped down to tho l>onlcr» of Iho I)ul 
Sagur tank. 

To tho south and east of the station tho lulls approach to within 
a few miles, and in the spurs and isolated knolls, such as tho'o of 
Silndchi and lhnw.ani, large gatno xvas to Ijo had in a morning's 
walk before breakfast. >lany a tiger has met his death thero 
xrithin eight of the uhito temples of tho station, and many a hhie 
bull and Rambnr have wc tunictl out of those Paul hills in a 
morning's stroll. 

To tiie west and north the country is open and almost level, 
getting lowanls tlu- north more stcnlo and rocky, tho lianiit of 
innumerable herds of antelope, and of that rare and handsome 
bird, tho great buatanl,'* as ditficult to stalk and kill as is a avary 
old black buck. 

irora the sillagc of Xereyla, with its beautiful tank, a broad 
and highly-cultivated plain runs eoutUwnrils past Seoneo, as far 
as the little talootja of Dongcria, and is bounded on the xvest- 
ward by the district of Chindwarra, Tho eyo here rests on a 
^ ^■a^'ing corn-fielJs, dotted by tree-embosomed liamleta. 
The Itin Gung.i, svhich takes its rise at tho village of Pertapoor, 
to the south-east of the station, inveeps round to tho svestward, 
crossing tho i^ng^toor road about seven miles to the south of 

* EufoilatlM ClKanUll. 
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Sconee, and then, talcing a northerly cour«o through the fertile 
plain wc arc just speaking of, it enters a more rugged and rocky 
part, and, ssreoping round again to the eastward, it ilows past the 
old fort and to\’m of Chapjara, flio oncient capital of the district, 
and thus onwanls to the eastern frontier, when, being joined by 
the Tiianwnr, it hands again to ilio south, and forms the 
boundary separating Sconce from ^fandla and the newly-created 
district of Balaghat, thus in its course so far describing almost a 
circle. 

Tliero are few piicos in irhich the naturalist, the sportsman, and 
the lover of nature find to their Iionds so much to eiiRago and 
delight them as in this favourito old station of oiurs. We have 
botanized in tho hills about Sfyleo and Piperis in the morning, 
and shot tigers there in the afternoon. Even the ladies of the 
station ha'ie ndden through the lovely little glens, over the 
latcrite mtlis that wind like gravel walks through the TrcN?dsi ' 
loading tuoir attendants with fragrant flowers and curious creepers, 
listening to tho birds and sratching tho butterflies, or looking with 
interest st tiio gambols of tho grey monkeys, or the graceful motion 
of a lib-faccd deer ; and, on the afternoon of the same day, those 
glens have echoed with the sharp reports of rifles, and the savage 
roar of the stricken tiger. 

How many a time have wo set off when, at early ilawn, tho blue 
mists were rolling off tho Xagar Khana pKik, for a stalk after bluo 
bull and sambar, in the ralloj’s beyond Ragadelii ; or, foboiring the 
course of the Gunga on the westward ^in, our toil has been 
rewarded by a brace of koolung and a fine black buck, and back 
again to a ton o’clock breakfast, and a long day’s offico work to 
follow. 

Tliose wero pleasant days when, full of youthful energy, the 
eauls of dyspepsia and indig^tioa were unknown — no fatigue was 
too great, no enterprise too rash. Sleep came as soundly on tie 
hard ground under a bush as on the softest bed. Hunger was tie 
sauce that made all dislies palatable. Xo chemists* bills hung like 
an incubus over us every qnaiter. The onlypowder we thought of 
was gunpowder, and our Woo pills wero twelve bore. Jfain noiw 
aiotii changi tout eda, and, alas! the cliango for u% physically 
speaking, is not for tho best. 

A par^ of three were dining in rordham’a bungalow, one 
evening towards the end of hfaich — our two friends and the 
doctor. The mouth of the latter had been waterlog at tho| 
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adventurca of tlie past two montlis, cagerl}' narrated by MiHord, 
with an occasional corroboration by Fordliam, who seemed inchned 
to let his young friend do all the talking, he being rather reticent 
on shikar subjects, or, as the doctor would say, one had to cut a 
story out of him. Poor doctor 1 ho sms os keen a shikaree as 
tho rest, but his duties would not allow of bis going far from 
■ tho station, anil, though ho got an occasional rap at a panther 
or tiger, he longed for a trip in tho hison jungles of Sonawani or 
the axis-haunted hanks of tho Hirrie. 

“AliI" said he, rising as the cloth was removed, “don’t talk 
of it any more, or I shall bo tempted to turn deserter and go 
off. Come, ForOliam, I’ll givo you a beating at chess, hlilford, 

I see, has gone out into the moonlight to think about his 
sweethearts.” 

“Not Ro, Doctor, not so,” answered the young man, “though it 
ia a lovely sort of night for sentimentality j but as you two arc 
settling dorvn to chess, I think I’ll have out a camel, and trot 
over with Boodhoo Khan to Barelipar. He has dug a beautiful 
hole by the edge of a tank there, and this is just the sort of night 
for sitting out." 

• “My dear boy, don’t you bo daft, but stay at homo like n 
Christiaa 'Why, Earclipar is eight miles off if it’s an inch, ami 
you'll get nothing but a fever if you go there. I’ll shavo your 
head, and blister your side, and giro you bine pills that would ui>set 
a hippopotamus, if you come into my hands after this, as sure as 
my name is Davison.” 

“All right. Doctor; I’ll go to old Billy JLicVitio for some 
globules if anything happens to me.” 

“MiicVitio bo Kanged for n doited old ape, with his homojopathy 
and his globules and his tinctures. All very well for amateur 
doctoring, hut I’d undertake to swallow his whole stock without 
fwUtig better or worse for it. He may thank his stars bo's got 
tho constitution of an ostrich, or he’d have been under my hands 
lioloro now, and ho may come yet.” 

“ ell hope not, Doctor, for his sako and yours. However, tho 
camel 13 waiting, so good night. 

*' I ptiin’t coma hoaiB till mOTnlB?, 

Tai Aw«i vppiaa' ’ 

So sinpng, ^liUord sallied forth. Boodhoo Khan, a tall, spare 
man, with a g^t’a beanl, a fair shikaree, but one of the greatest 
braggarts m tho station, and on this account not much favoured 
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hr^ to lioia them bolli. A few hranclic^ were i>laiitcd round 
it to hide tho holo well ra the hunter? who lay in wait, 
and, when the blankets were tlirown in, tkc two men took tucir 
place, and patiently waited for come animal to come up to the water. 

lUrodhoo Khan declared that eamhur would certamly come 
during tlio night, na there had hcen no ftech tracks for two 
daj s. Sambur only drink every tliitJ day — nylgaic dnnk daily. 

IVe would crave our reader’s pinion here for another digression, 
whilst we say a few words about nighl-shootiug m pita or from 
trees. ■' \Vith most Koropeans tliis is not a favoiinto system, and 
it ia run doini hy many os being unsportsmanlike and what not ; 
hut chiefly, wa think, on account ol their being imsucccssful in 
it. Ee it as it may, it. is, nevertheless, sometimes ,neccs.«.iry to 
adopt it in order to rid villages of tlioso dreadful scourges— 
man'Cators— in places inaccessible to elephants, and unless tho 
European \rill sometimes practise this method, he will assuredly 
fail in it at the time when success is ardently desired. Tlic rrntlvo 
is much more skiliul in this kind of shooting oiring to Ids neater 
patience, and al«Q probably to his keener vision, and it u the 
want of these two that mostly deters Englishmen from trying it 
oitener. In our younger days wo were always partial to it in the 
imght moonlight nights of tlio hot season. There was a charm 
in tho w'ildncss and looeltnessof the forests at midnight, something 
fresh to be noticed each time in the habits of the animals w*c sought, 
or of the nightrhvrds around us ; luid in nwmy ca»es there was a 
spice of danger, which m the opinion of some is necessary to con- 
stitute sport. a 

These arc two kinds of uighVehooting, one {lom a machaun ox 
tree, and the other from a pit. 

Undoubtedly, as far as safety from the attacks of .animals and 
the noxious vapours of the ground are concerned, tlie former is 
the Ixist, but in the acceptation of the people above nientioucd it 
b less siwrlmianlike on this account. tVe confess wo do not .see 
it in. this light. Siting up for ferocious annuals at night ia 
generally less for excitement and pleasure than for the purpose of 
gelling rid somehow of a dangerous pest which we may not Ijo able 
to get hold of iu daylight. If the latter were always possible, 
who, wUh the soul of a hunter, would sit up all night for a pot 
shot, when he could rouse tho tiger from his lair ond meet him 
openly 1 I’ut foraman to expose hunself to tho attacks of aeavago 
and niglit-'=ecing animal at a lime when his owfi vision fails is 
extreme foolhaidiness. 
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Christian ; hut Milfonl iras young and eager, nnd had the craving 
for cxcilemcnt consistent vrith hb 

Pocclliam TCtncnibercHl the time when he wafl the fame, and 
therefore did not attempt to check hia young friend — to niakc a 
sneering remark was not in hw nature— knowing that in tuno 
’■ ^lilfonl would gain experience, and learn to rest on his lanrel®. 
Tie liad Ihctefore met tlie youth’fl proposal to sit out at IJarclipar 
with a quiet smile, and did not join the doctor in his protest against 
the proceeding. 

Kow to return to our watchers in the pit. Two hours had they 
been there, and when lIQfonl looked at his watcli, as he had been 
doing from time 'to time, by tlie light of the moon, ho saw it was 
nearly one o’clock, the hour wlicn sambur might l>c expected, lie 
longed to ‘get out and stretch his legs, and envied Ilo^hoo Khan 
his'facility for doubling up lua knees to his chin, and resting 
comfortably. 

Tho night was perfectly stDl, tbero was not a ripple on tho 
glassy surface of the mete ■, the merry trilling of the crickets, and 
tho siljiLitions of the nocturnal bush nnrblers were the only sounds 
that broke tho monotonous silence. Now and then a faint rustle 
in tho dark wood made the watchers prick up their ears, hut 
nothing seemed to come of it Knowing, however, the numberless 
cautions with which the sambur approaches, they were not without 
hope. 

At last they discerned something moving under the shadow of 
the jungle, and JlUford, using a small binocular glass, made out 
that it was a sambur, but whether stag or hind ho could hardly 
decide. . Prom the size, however, he argued that it was a male. 

For full ten mmutes did tho wary creature keep his position 
luider tho trees. At last, wlien the young Englislunan's patience 
was nearly worn out, ho slowly advanced towards the water. 

As soon as he cleared the shadow of tho forest, and stepped out 
into tho moonlight, his btanclung antlers at onco decided tho 
doubtful point; he was a stag, and a fine one too. He camo on 
steadily, till ho was about forty yards from the pit, when he suddenly 
stopped, and, throwing lua imsc into the ait, seemed to suspect 
something ivrong. 

Fatal pause 1 TJic young, sportsinan., Btiflin ^ a feeling of pity 
which c.mo over him as he watdicd the graceful motions of tho 
unconreious animal, now raised his weapon and fired, and, shot 
through the heart, tho stag fell on the spot, 

BoodhooKhan sprang out of the pit, and buried liis keen knife 



SEONEE. 


.Jsl.t.tl."*;™ th«yeouia in tl.» bottom of 

gtootl ^'P ^ ttiostsi’’? 

#«,Toucs, awl. aaomp^icd ^ tuo wixai , 

f ^°tho“»maTns"'of Ita k£“ 

r«“c:o3S " ‘'■^ 

"^rSc « «»to‘X"S^ 

-“lo'Sv u, fri»a^ the 

sriob. «.,)» iFCre ful|i 

tbeir masteif' otd Sbcyklia wis there in fuil 

bullets already ,“P,„_ stood three villagers, who had run 
iSlo saddled, and a party of eager 

,ritbn.™ I U„ ainios too- 

StS"» ■! ""■ “ ■^““‘ “ 



THE DOCTOR’S EtEPHAKT. 


lie 


“Jixsl m time, my boy; just in timcl” csclairaeil tho doctor, 
xritli his mouth fuU-of pic. 

“AVc ind almost given you up,EmcsV’ said roruham; here, 
set to v:ork and eat something sharp. A tiger has killed and 
eaten a cow near Kagadehi, and "wc liopo to bag him, although if 
lio gets in the thick jungle beyond I am afraid we may wlustlo 
for him.” 

» llilfotd set to work at once, and between the attack on tlic various 
\ dishes told the storj- o! his adventure during the night. 

“ Precious lucky for you, my lad,” said tho doctor, “that tho 
tiger did not walk off with you instead of the deer. I told yon it 
was a daft proceeding, eltting out in. a hole in. that way ; and 
going to sleep in one was worse still” 

“IIow are you going, Dociorl” asked the young man, adroitly 
turning the attack. 

“Going ! on an elephant, jny boy, an cleplvant all to myself, an 
A-oner, too; only she’s so lively wo cannot have her in tho 
comwund with tho others.” 

“\Vliat, that skittwhdookiog female with the young one I saw 
waiting outside on the roadt” 

“Tho very same; elie’s tho property of our good friend Major 
Beech here, who has kindly lent her to mo for tliis occasioi)." 

“ I say, you’ll have to look out for squalls with that youngster ; 
* I saw her charge Bossunta like a fiend just now.” 

“ She’s quiet enough,’' rejomed Major Beech, a good-looking, 
Open-faced, {ait-haxred man, with a merry twinkle m his eye ; 
“she’s quiet cnougli if they will only keep her away from the other 
females. You keep with me. Doctor; she doesn’t mind tho tusker 
in the least, and it's arousing to seo how ho patronizes tho young 
’uu ; and it’s Up with the black flag if any of the others com© near ; 
hut she’s a good beast and staunclu" 

“iJow then, gentlemen,” swid Fordham, coming into tho room, 
"thuc’Bup. ISe started the -elepliants, and in half-an-hour we'll 
•bo after them. Ernest, you may havo Bussunta all to yourself to- 
day, so I daresay you c.an giro somebody a lift. I am going to 
take the ‘ Muckna,' and Smith is coming with me in the hick 
ecatof tholiowdah. Here, Xussect Khan I Xusseet Klian ! — nlieto 
oto you t " 

“My lonh” said the old jemadar, “JTusseer Khan went off early 
to Ptacrulehi to collect iHalers.” 

“Oil, all right! whatlwantdl to ask was, have wo got any 
rircuorksV 



UN ENFANT TEEEIBLE. 


117 


yanU higlier up making violent danib-sliow to him, to tho effect 
that the tiger avais stcaluig along the nullah. Urging tho mahout 
to go on, t\\e elephant advanced about ten paces, and then camo to 
a dead stop. Getting her young ono under her chest, she curled 
up her trunk detiantly, and "would not budge an indi in spite o£ all 
tho blows of a heavy cudgel showered on her with plentiful abuse 
by tho unfoitunato mahout, who wa's haring a sort of tattoo played 
on Ins back by tho bwlt-cnd of the doctor's gun. The man was 
evidently somewlmt afraid of her, for though ho had the usual steel 
hankirss, or dri^dng hook, he did not. attempt to use it. The poor 
doctor was almost frantic ; here was a tiger walking off before his 
very nose, and tho obstinate old elephant would not mo' c a foot, 
r.vcry now and then she uncoiled hoc trunk, and felt for her Uttlo 
one, and then resumed her former attitude. 

“Let go the 6ue7in 1” yelled tho doctor; “confound you, let go 
tho irt/f/tnl” and the halbfrightencd charcutta, thinking tho salnb 
had gone mad, and was going to shoot him, did as ho was bid, and 
in another moment the calf was free. After cutting a few uncouth, 
iittlo capers, young Snuffles toddled off to the edge of tho ravine, 
aud tumbled head foremost in. 

■NVhelhet ho tumblwl on the tiger or not no one knows, but the 
doctor declares ho heard a savage grimt, as if that animal had been 
taken by surprise. Iloucvcr, he had not tnuch time for thought 
• of any kind, for ivith a shnil trumpet tho an?uous mother was after 
her tru.ant. llow they got to tho bottom of tho ravme the doctor 
never knew ; he had a hcnsation of everything being “ all legs aud 
wings ; " ho lost his giuis, he lost his hat, and he lost his temper ; 
lio hold on like grim death, as ho was whipped in tho face by 
baraboo's poked in tlie ribs by dry brandies, and jolted in a most 
cxcmciating manner, whilst the excited animal tore after her off- 
. spring, which gambolled ahead in a most playful fosluou. Every* 
minute ho cvpecteil to be tlashctl against some projecting branch, 
which would bavo swept him and tho howdiili off, maimed and 
^vrcckcd : at last there was a gleam of hope, the ravino •widened, 
and tho chase was continued with comparative freedom from the 
•inconvcnieiiccs and dangers alluded to. ^ little further on tho 
channel iVivuled, leaving an island in tho middle, with a gentle 
slope up from ono side, and an abrupt scarp of fifteen feet or so on 
the other. Up tins little Snuiffes tidied, and being by tbis time 
rather out of breath, suffered his iond parent to overtake him. 
Here they had the at last, but how were they to secure him ? 

Tho mahout did not like to get off tho elephant’s neck, and tho 
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doctor did not caro to meddle Trith soch an uncanny pair; so they 
•wajted for the charcutta to aane np. 

In the meantime SnuiBe% ImTis;; regained breath, and beiofr 
desirous of distinguishing himself still further, deliberately marched 
to the edge of the scarp, and tmnhled flop over on his hack in the 
sandy bed of the nuUab, apiocecdin^irhich made his mother some- 
■whatnneasy; butsundrysonnd'whacksadmuiiiteredbytlio mahout 
kept her quiet, espeemify as ehc saw that her hopeful riasphpng 
about in the sand, and trying to dimb the opposite bank — twisting 
his little trunk round the shrubs and grass by way of hauling him- 
self up, when of conrso they gare way, and he rolled on his back 
again. All this was well enough, but unfortunately at tliis junc- 
ture IfilforJ, on Bussunta, along the top of (ho opposito 
bank, and the bttle one, seeing her, redoubled his efforts to get up. 
The jealous mother could not stand this, and uttering a piercing 
scream she nislied totboedge. The mahout, knowing the danger, 
flung away lus cudgel, and, lifting the sharp steel hook with both 
hands, ho drove it deep into her head and held her back in sheer 
desperation. The powerfnl animal winced at the blow, and fell on 
her knees, noUntly shaking her head. At this time they were 
almost hanging over the precipice. Tiio doctor slmuted to 
Milford to tako his elephant further nwny, which was instantly 
done, and the charcutta at (his criUcal moment rushed up and 
Secured the truant calf. The mother rose from her knees and 
backed from the edge, and, making her kneel downi once more, 
Uio doctor got off, rowing that if Jie had to walk nil the way 
homo, nothing would induco him to monnl sucli a bruto 
ngain. 



A LONG BIIOT. 


119 


veteran sportsman kuevr that the tiger would, in all prohahility, stop 
and look hack heforo entering the ^cket . . t i 

Kor ^va 3 he wrong; the cover gained, the tiger turned and 
watched for a {cw seconds, attentively regarding the stationary 
object in the fields behind him ; he did not notice the deadly tube 
levelled at him, and the fine sights Ijcing brought to bear on his 
bravmy shoulder. 

“It’s no end oi a long shot," muttered Beech to himself, “ hut 
hero goes, bit or miss,” 

The sharp report was answered by a sullen grunt as the tiger 
dropped to his knees, and then, recovering himself, dashed into the 
jungle. 

Beech was pleased and yet ilissathfied with the result. 

‘*I’m afraid I’vo made a man-eater of that fellow, Fordham,” he 
remarked as the other camo up. “ I never like long shots at tigers ; 
one is never certain. 1 aimctl far back, too, but I’m certain 1 hit 
him in the shoulder, and the next thing wc shall hear of him will 
be his taking to man-eating. I wish I had let liim alone.” 

“^VcU, wo will hope not,” rejoined Fordham', “thcro aro ns 
hiany chances against as for it. The ball may have passed through 
the shoulder-blade into a mtal part, or you may have hit him 
further back than you imagine ; the wound may mortify ; and, on 
the other hand, it may be so slight as to give but temporary incon- 
vcnioHce ; but at all events we will keep good watch on him." 

They were hero rejoined by the doctor and Milfonl, and were 
considerably amused at tho adventures of the former, told wth a 
comic.al mixture of gooil humour and crossness • noW wa.ving irate as 
ho thought of tho loss of the tiger which had come in his way ; 
now laughing, in spite of himself, as ho described tlie wajwardness 
of “that confounded littlo black imp,” but for whose perverseness 
ho might have Iwon tho envicil ono of the party, with a fine tiger- 
ekin to spread on his study floor. 

“ My dear fellow, it was enough to mako Job throw pots at his 
wife’s head ; it was indeed 1 ” 

Ilowcver, nothing more was to bo said or done at Ragadehi, so 
they nil mounted, and galloped, back through" the blazing sun to tho 
station. 

The next diy, a.s Fordham ami ilUfcm.1 were getting ready for 
camp, ono of t'nn f>%tw VKtenging to the itetachmeiit. ctmie 
running oyer, to ask Fotdhara i! ho could do anything for a littlo 
terrier whicli Lad hoi'll bitten Igr a snake. He went over to their 
bungalow at once, but was too ; tho littlo sufferer was already 
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in the throes of death, arliUst a vicions-loolung reptilo lay on the 
floor, in a comer, in a sort of stupor. It was about three feet long, 
with a very thick body anti short tapering tail, not uniformly fining 
off as m the case of many other snakes, but with a decided distinc- 
tion between Wly and tail; in colour it was a rich brown, with 
rings, about the airo of a thrush’s egg, of black, edged with yellow- 
ish avhitc, all over its body. Tonlbain at once pronounced it to be 
the Tic Polonga,* or cowrie snake, so called from its rings being 
tho.size and shape of the cowrie shell, and said it was most 
deadly. 

“ Vi'hj, Smith, there, earrietl it home in his pocket 1 " aiid one of 
the j’cmng officera ; " wo foimd it out by the Pipetia this morning." 

“Well, 1 should advise Smith not to carry Lorno another," said 
Pordham ; “ he has escaped this time owing to the natural sluggisli- 
iie $3 of the creature, and I suspect from ms appearance that he is 
gorged." 

“I thought lie was lianniess,” remarked Smith; ''thenntiTO said 
lie did not bite, but killed people I 7 blowing on them, and, know- 
ing many of their ideas to he foolish, Z pocicisj him as ho Jooked 
good-tempered. ’’ 

“I'll soon show you what ho is," said Foidhamj “here, tell on® 
of your servants to bring mo an old hookah, ono which has been 
long in use.” 

A veryfilthy old thing hanng been discovered behind tho cook- 
room tloor (which, as ono of tho party observed, might accoimt for 
tho general flavour of stale tobacco in tho curriesX Fordham pro- 
ceeded to split open the wooden pipe, ou which the earthen pipe- 
bowl is placed, and scraped out from the cavity enough of a black 
paste to make a large piH, wlucli he ailixeci to a long splinter of 
bamboo , then going out into the garden, he cot a stick with a 
forked end, and, pinning down the snake’s head, he forced the pill 
deep down its throat and let it go. For a few minutes its contor- 
tions were excessive, but itgradnallystitTened and was to all appear- 
ance dead. He then slipped o noose over its head, one of his young 
companions wishing to do it with Jus fingen^ but Fordham warned 
him never to trust to appearances. 

“I have known,” said he, “a snake, which I thought dead, bya 
violent effort evict tho pill before the nicotino had taken effect, and 
become as lively as ever.” 

"WTien, liowevcr, tho noose was fairly on, the reptile was suspen- 
ded to a rafter of the verandali, and, n hilst a servant held the tail, 

-ilEiboKi fIrTTiw 
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Foidliam skilfnlly c^'isceratcd it, and disclosed a field-rat whidi it 
liad B^vaUo^vcd that TDoming. 

“That accounts for Ins not drinking the milk,” obsetredono of 
the young men. “ Smith put liim on. tlio table and poked bis noso 
into a saucer of milk, and then, finding ho vas not amusing, bo 
tliiew him on the floor and set poor littlo Crib at Iiim ; when Crib 
gave him a shako lio turned round and bit him, and in three 
minutes the dog was on his back in convulsions.” 

“ It was a cruel tiling for both dog and snake,” remarked Ford- 
ham, and a merciful escape for you two, who might be now as 
poor Crib is. Look at these fangs — see the length, fat exceeding 
those of the cobra ; see \inder the cyo tlus well-filled bag of poison, 
and thank the Lord for your deliverance, and whatever you do again, 
Smith, nith regard to snakes, never put one into your pocket; it 
scorns to mo marvellous how you escaped being bitten. Always 
givo a snake tho bcDcfit of adonbhandassame him to bo poisonous, 
especially if his head bo of tho shape of an ace of spades.*' 

TUo next morning, as tho camp avas moving out of Fotdham's 
compound, au absurd incident took place. Three fine young camels, 
n liicb had just been engaged for camp work, n ero proceeding slowly 
down tbogravclwalkinfrontof the house ; they bad bccnallpropcrly 
loaded, two with tents and tho third with office records in huge 
leather trunks; they were nil attached in the usual fashion, nose 
and tail, by long slender cords, and were m charge of one man who 
was with the loader. In going out of the gate one of tho camels 
struck his load against the branch of a babool tree, and, whether 
tho shock produced any particular clTcct on lus nerves or not, ho 
began to caper like a turkey on a hot plate ; his ungauily motions 
were speedily imitated by tho others, and tho trio presented a most 
ludicrous sight ; but tho cords soon gwo way and the loads tumbled 
off, nnd^ away set off tho emancipated camels across country. 
One which wa.s nearest tho canid man was soon anested, but tho 
two others set off — ono towards Kagadcbi, tho other irith the 
lealbem Ininks along tho high road in the Jul>bul[)oot direction; ns 
tho load of the latter was valuable, both for tho rcconls and a 
certain sum of money in lianl cash, a coupio of sowars were sent 
aher him at once, but be got ne.irly as far as Bundole — ten miles 
o^— boforo he was caught and brought back. The other truant, 
who look vUoLagTdchi line, was n«%ct heard of again from that day 
to this; whether he was pulled down and killed by a tiger, or 
whether ho was caught and carried off hy someone who looked 
• upon him as lawful capture, no ono knows ; it has always hecn a 



THE TAJJK AT CHOWJTEEE. 


125 


Tlio purplo coot * is a TCiy liandsoino bitil, and, if it could bo 
•naturalized in Tlnglandj’woxild bo a great addition to our ornamental 
waters. It is found in parts of Soutbern Europo and even as far 
nottk as Provence andtUeDaupliiniiaFrancc. It is about the size of 
an ordinarj' hen ; above indigo blue, paling in cerulean on the 
throat and breast, and deep. purple below; bright red bill, and 
shield on the forehead, and reddish legs. It frequents grassy lakes 
and tanks, and, making its nest of grass at the edge of the water, 
lays from six to eight eggs about the size of a bantam's, of a reddish 
buff or deep •salmon colour, much spotted with dark red and purple. 

Tlictank at Ciiownico idsoswamedwith the little Indian grebe, 
the jmiuloohi t (literally water-diver) of the natives— a cousin of the 
English dalvchick — a most amusing Htllc bird. It pops under 
water and comes up again, buoyant as a cork and dry as a powder pidT 
— a pretty htllo fellow it is. 

The trees at Clioivnrce also swarmed with curious birds, and 
Milfoni and the Lalla were well occupied m prepaimg specimens. 
Uawk-catcUlng was one of the LaUa’a speciaUties, and one morning 
he cauglit a very fine <in«oo/ce,t or merlin, a female, which he pn‘- 
diclod would in another fortnight show great sport, llis method of 
snaring was a.s follows Having trapped a small field mouse, lie 
attached it to a coni fastcuej to a small peg , on either side of this 
bait wore loosely stuck in tho ground several slender twigs well 
covered with birdlime ; tho hawk dashing at tho mou«c boro off on 
her wings tho limed sticks, which soon brought her to the ground. 
Ho .also Imd another way of catching these birds , instead of the 
limed twigs, two slender bamlxK) slips made of fine blaek silk, into 
which tlic hawk fell in its bhn«l swoop The Indian hawkers, as 
well as the clioot.ah trainers never rear the j oung ; they aay that 
hunting comes but by the example of parents, and that artificial 
training never answers ; yet wo believe that nestlings were brought 
up for hawking by our ouccstors ia England. 

On tho tUinl day tho camp moved on to Simuria, the lost camel 
having been replaced by tbreo stout buffalo bulls. Eut misfortunes, 
they s.ay, never come singly, and., so it scemoi^ in this case; for 
when they hnl got within a roilo of camp tlicy were overLaken by 
a breathless runner, who said that oivo of tho remaming camels had 
slipped m descemlLng a small ghdi^ and liad broken his leg and 
could not move. 

e h.ad better rido back, Ernest,” said Fordham; “the 
•rofjayriorcfixtrJaiM. inxi.wps riUJ'm'uts. 
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poor brute must be sbot if it be true that liia’ leg is broken-’' 

“ Certainly,” replied the other, taming liis horse. 

So back they roiie, and foond the camel standing on three legs, 
the fourth being broken belorr tho knee. 

“Well, the sooner the ■poor cteahite is put out of pain, the bettej,’’ 
remarked T'onlham, taking his rifle from JTusseer Ivhan. 

“ Kliodamind,” pleaded the inan, “if you rrould only srait till 
the Jfodlrie Sahib comes up to Iialal the camel, wu would all c.at it- 
Xone of us here know the right formula of tho camel; it is a 
special one, on account of his long neck.” 

“A^Ticro IS the iloulvie, then!” 

“ He is coming, my lord ; he is just a little Tray behind.” 

“ Has any one gone for 1dm 1 ” 

“ Oonaxao Cuksh has nm back to hurry liim on.” 

“■Well, rU give you ten nmutes, imd if he is not up then, I 
srou’t let that beast suffer any longer.” 

So saying, be pulled out his iratch and waited. Tlie tea minutes 
passed and no ^loulne. 

Poor 2i'u<iseer Ivhan looked very blank as his master rose and . 
took his rifle. As Fordham walked up to tho c-imel, tho animal 
looked at Inm iroDdenagly.and ho could not get tho spot ho wanteil 
to aim at, so he walked round and round, but tho camel still fob 
lowed him ^rith his eyes, and thus another firo minutes pissed. 

“I sny, Hmest, this mil nevur <lo,”eiid ho at last. “I want to 
put a bullet into his ear. Do you go round on the other side and 
shout, or throw your cap up and divert his attention for a minute.” 

Slilford rose to do so; and Xussecr Khan muttered joyfuUy, 
“..Ulah fihookrJ here is the Jloulric Sahib at last; th-lt’s right, 
Hnzrnt ! do clmhook, do chabook I ply tlie whip, ply the whip,” as 
tho old lloulno urged on his fat pony by repeated hloivs over Ids 
flanks. 

^Vlien Jlilford got to the other side of tho camel he gave a shout 
and flung up his hat ; at that moment a bullet passed through the 
auimal’s c.ir, and out at tlie crown of his head, and he fell like a 
stone on the spot. Tha STonlvio rushed fonranl with Xusseer 
IHian’s long Afghan knife, and, repealing tho invocation, ho slaslicvl 
the neck in three places, and the much-prized feast wa.<5 theirs. 

“Hic i-illains!" said Fordham, laughing, “I do lielieve they 
would rejoice if one of my camels wcni to come to grief cieij' 
week.” _ ^ 

“Tlicyseem to think highly of camel's flesh, like the Aral**,” 
remarked ^Iilford. 
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I suspect these are stragglets oa their -way to more genial climes, 
and they won’t stop to be shot at. A3>, ha ! I don’t despair yet. 
That looks promising,” ha continued, as the leader of the flock took 
a sweep downwards, followed by tho rest with almost mihta^y 
precision. 

“ Here, Azini IHian, ride after thoso cranes, .and mark where they 
alight; then come and tell me.” 

Away went the sowar after them, and his master followed 
slowly, also keeping his eye pn tiia birds; another swoop down and 
they disappeared. 

"They have alighted somewhere, Emcat Ifussccr Klian, where 
are those Eley’a cartridges? Ernest, whatshot liavc you?” 

" Number seven.” 

" Oh, that’s much too small ; here, take two of my cartridges and 
cut them open ; they are too laigo for your 3 4-bore gun, being Na 
12. These birds are e-xtretnely wary, and hard to get near, and 
only heavy shot will answer.” 

" Arc these what they call koolung or eoolca t " 

“They are what some people call 07 that name, but the koolung 
is another bud, far inferior to this boUi in be.suty and flavour ; the 
native name of this is karkarm* and not keolang.f which is tho 
common crane. Here’s Azitn Ehan. IVlmt news, Atim Klian ! ” 

"Does my lord see that line of jamoon bushes, with the dry 
stump of a pakor tree sticking outl” 

"Yes.” 

" Tliero is a nullah, and on the other side of tho i>akur tree tho 
bird^ have alighted in the fields.” 

"la there water in the nuUaht” 
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much CQTCtct} hy buslier, aztd for once the usually ilcailly weapon 

failed. There was nothing for it but to beat on for a time, whicu 
tliey did svithbut auccesa sUong the Pcnch, and at last tuined to ff’ 
homo again. Fordham sat down and -laitl Us rifie in it^ 
was opening a bottle of eoda-watcr, when up jumped the object 
their search from under a bush and bolted before a shot could be 
fired at him. 

Away they went after him, the elephant straining every nerve, 
crashing through brushwood that kept switching their faces at every 
turn ; down nalkih — up Ixtnk ; not a Jrair of his hide to be seen- 
Battle ! crash ' bump ' thump ! up goes a pc.a-fowl ahead, ■^dly 
screaming. “He must be there; chello, AkbarAH — chello! ' 

hljlford’s eye lighted on what he thought was a dead bran^ ^ 
an aonla tree, with its long branchlels hanging down? the dai' 
shadows between the yellow leaves do give one at tunes a 
Budden shock ns if the eye had lighted on the striped liido it sougbc 
for ; but in this case it was the reverse. Slilfonl stared ® 
the tiger itself, who was standing broadside On, looking at tneuJ, 
without knowing what he was about, and it flashed on him wJie« 
too late. The elephant had too much way on, and before Ho eoi^ 
get on aim a tree intervened ; but as they turned they saw n® 
jump into a nullah. It was but a bit of a ditcb, which the 
had worn through the out-cropping rock, which lay in huge s»w 
around. The elephant stood on one of these slabs, and every now 
and then struck her trunk on it and blew out her breath, a 
the tiger's presence, which the natives call “ bhopam mama, be 
not a vestige cf the tiger was there. The bed of the niiUah w^ 
«mooth dry sand, which bore the imprints of his huge paws as bo 
bounded m, but there ivas no trace of his having gone further, auu 
AS the opposite side of the nullah was a gentle sloping ascent, freo 
from cover, it was impossible for bim to have sprung over (mn 
laken that line of country intbout being full la view of bis 
pmsuers. 

Altogether it was most mysterious; along the sandy bed of the 
ravine the footprints of pea fowl and of a small cat or fox were 
clearly defined, and therefore the impress of tbopiw of so heavy 
animal as a tiger could not have escaped notice. 

“ IIo has dodged us in some way, Ernest,” said Fonlham, “ but 
•we will go over to the otiwr side and examine tho iilace. Here, 
^Viebar Ah, take the elephant round.” 

Tlio m-iout had barely touched Enssunta to turn her irhen a 
yellow object darted as it were from under her feet; it iras a tiger. 
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But, (luick O'? ho wos, Fonlham’s Btca'ly !ianil niul e}0 ilro\c 
two hullcU through hio hroatl l»ocfc, anil he rolleil hock gasping 
in the sanil ; a right nucl left from MiUonl fini'^hoa him, arni 
a very lian(l«oiiio tiger ho vras — a young male with beautiful 
strlpc-x. 

But ronlham looked at him talhcr with contempt. 

"He was a regular sneak, that fello\r,”*lio remarked ; "nothing 
hiitrun froin the first j and fancy hU dodge of getting luidet that 
slab and hiding uhihst ave avcrc considting about him.” 

"I suppose when the elci»hant turned, the movement shook the 
rock and frightened him,” said llUford, peering under the ledge. 
"BTiy, there is barely room to ludo a leopard, and how did ho get 
his fat sides ini” 

"It is wonderful,” rejoined his companion, “to soo what small 
and miUkelj' places tigers will squeeze themselvca into, ami how 
small a cover wUl completely hide one. Some timo ago, out shoot- 
ing on foot, I matkwl a tiger into a nullah, and as I was walking 
along to post myself in a good position, I noticed a little boyr busli 
at the end of n small watercourse leading into the ravine. Them 
svas not another cover for yards round, and behind tliis I wanted to 
post myself, feeling sure he would breakout here ; but okl Sheykha, 
who svas with me, was of a different opinion, and standing by the 
hush wo argued the point, and I gave in. llanlly had wo tumeil 
OUT backs when the brute rushed out from under this very hush. I 
wonder wc had not smelt him ; it was the only time I liavo ever 
seen old Sheykha look dismay^, and I shall not forget his face on 
that occasion.”* 

“"IMiat a very near shave 1 did you get the tiger?" 

*' Some timo after with tho elephant, and a dangerous customer 
he proved ; the most savage tiger I had seen." 

liy this timo some of tlie Gonds liad come up, and arrangements 
were made for carrying the tiger into camp. 

^e-nextday lieing Sunday nothing was done. So tho day parsed 
qnwlly, and in tho cool of tho evening they took a walk, and in the 
course of U came across a party of Gonds who had strings of hsh in 
their hanils, and they were all evidently in high spirits at their 
day's work. 

they been netting?" asked Milford. 

Uia “Isnsjwct thepoathiwg vaatala 

have been poisoning a pool j they do it with various plants, or with a 
fnut called nAn, yvliieU. llwy pound up with flour and throw into 
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(hp wntpr, w hen tlio fi'h qniio jatoxic.i<ciI, nnJ float on the sur* 
Lico to 1« IcrKiokwl on the Irt■a^L*‘ 

“Ihit an' not Midi llsli nnw)ioIe5<nse lo catt” 

•*T1ic_y Kiy not, but, as far as I am concornci], I ivouid rather not 
try tlicm.'' 

“Iliftpo they do not try Kudi trickawilh tlic I’cncli, otlienviso 
our niiticipatwl rnah^er flslimg at ifach-igora may tnni ont a 
/ailuro.” 

“ Ko, I don’t tliink I ever saw them try it in tlic big rivers ; it 
is only 111 stagnant jyxila and tanks that they practise such Ixir- 
Kiritics, and I am nfniid that millions of fish arc annually ilcalroycil 
in Ind/a in this irayj an<l when one takes into consiiferatfon the 
thousand wij s in wtiidi the immature fry are destroyed, it is reaJIy 
muydJons that there aio any fish at all. There is nqililng like a 
check on tho destruction, An<l yon will sco in every market baskets 
full of small fry which, if left alono for a few months would liavc 
liecn avorth as food a hundred times as much. liut tho natives 
have no notion of looking beyond tho present day, and every can- 
eeivablc kind of traji, fine net, and poi»on Is put into operation, to 
tho rujn.atioji of tlto rivers ami JhceJs, wJjieb inih proper conwrra' 
tion should afTonl an almost inexhaustible supply of food in this 
way." 

“lavondcr the question fs not taken up by Government,” said 
^lilfoid, “as it is in l.'ngl.and, and thobree<i»ngof il»h cncoarageiL" 

"Govcroincnt nnght do a great dc.al avhich it does not, and I 
daresay it will do so some day, but there are many things to content! 
against in tliis country with reference to tho breoJing of fish wliich 
ato not met mth in Europe. For instance, roost of our rivers ewann 
witJj fllligutora, and tlic immense quantity of fish tbeso brutes must 
dostfoy is beyond calculation, especially with the ghurrial, or fish- 
eating crocoiWe, of tho Ganges.” 

“That's the long, slender-snoolcd alligator, is it not?" 

** Yes, the snub-nosed one, or muff^ as the natives call it, is the 
common and most dangerous one; the other, though it grows to a 
greater size, lives exclusively on fish. The jaws of the two are 
a-astly different, and show their habits at a glance — the one being 
attenuated, and armed with small fla^ shai^ciged teeth, set like 
those of a saw; the other more massive and blunt, with round, 
conical pegs fitting into cortespOTding Itolcs above and below.” 

Their walk over, the tivo friends sat down to dinner, and then 
went early to bed, intending to start betimes next morning to Pala- 
down, en Totde to ifaehagora. 
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\Vhcn the next morning lirolce, the <lay looTcctl far from promis- 
ing ; hea\'y Ixinks of grey cloud foretold rain , sliU, as there Wits 
iioilung hut a tlircatcning, they decidetl on niarclnug. The 
Arerc being stnict, and the camp Anis all in a hustle, when old 
Shoyldia, followed by a couple of villagers, made his apjwarancc, 
and reported tint a hurra iftnree thtr — n very heavy tiger — had 
hilletl two plough-hullochs at* tho vUlago o! ^oni, on the hanks of 
the Tench, and tint he had oaten one up entirely. 

“Then ho is certain to l>o 60 gorged tint ho will not ho larTiom 
the carcass, and ought to chow fight,” said Fordham. 

“lie is in the scruh jvmgle on the hanks of Iho river, khoda\vund,” 
replied the old shikaree ; “ I tracfcctl him in myself. Ivhoob buna 
Iwgh hi — hia paws are so big,” he continued, doubling his fingers 
under his hands, and putting his fiattcnetl fists side hy side. 

Tea and toast being hurriedly dcsintched, the two friends on 
horseback, accompanied by old Shcykln and the attendant peons 
, were soon on tho way to Noni. The Gonds had heen told to pusli 
on ahead, and turn out the villagers to beat along tho river bank. 

Tho rain which had hitherto threatened now began to fall in 
earnest ; clouds gathered in masses on the horizon, aiul tho distant 
j thunder rumbled; all bespoke a wet day. Tlio horses hung their 
‘ heads as they plodded along the footpath, and the only one who 
seemed to en^joy the turn affairs had taken was Bussunta, who 
strode along, flapping her huge cars and whisking off the flies that 
annoyed her sides intli a feathery branch of tho aonla, wlucli sho 
held in her flexible trunk. With her largo howdaU, aho looked hko 
one M the towered clcpliants that swelled the armies of Tamerlane. 

Two or three deafening crashes of thunder brought down a perfect 
sheet of water, and then, tho shower over, the curtain of cloud 
swept aA 7 .ay, and the sun camo out in all lus oriental fierceness.*’ 

“A precious hot day it’s going to be," remarked Milford. 

“All the better, my boy, for our work,” replied his friend; “if 
it is a hot day, that tiger is ours after such a heavy meal as ho is 
reported to iiai'o nndc. Sec, wo aro nearing the village, and nil 
have turned out to bco the fun." 

They had to pass through tho main street, and wero met nt tho 
entrance by the nulgooiar, a fine-looking old Brahmin, with his 
ciders around him; the rest of tho villagers sverc all grouped to- 
gether with horns and drums, tearly to beat along the bank. All 
tho women and children in the place seemed to have turned out to 
look at the sahibs and their clepliant ; and conspicuous amongst 
them for her beauty waa the imOgoozar’a daughter, a girl of about 
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Rixtoen, 'vronderfullj fair, and iriUi a perfect Grecian face. Jliifonl 
in looking nt her forgot for a 'wlule the tiger, •n’hicli had hitherto 
engrossed his thoughts. Howerer, he had not much tinio given 
him for admiration, for Fordhmn onlered.the mahout to bring np 
the elephant. Touching her forehead, she bent iloum her head, 
and advanced the tip of her fruatc; placing his foot on tlih^ and 
laying hold of her ears, lie ordered her to lift, and ivith a slow and 
graceful motion she raised him to a level svith the howdah. Tat to 
take up llilford she had to kneel down, for lifting was a favour 
she would only accord to her master and to Akbar iUi, the mahout. 
' The horsc-s were left in the village, and instmetions were given 
to the heaters to begin about half a mile lower doivn, and beat 
along the river bank past the vill-age, and on some little disLanco to 
a spot where the elephant -would he posted; and away went each 
party to their respective stations. 

The place where the two sportsmen took their stand was a little 
break m the jungle on the rivet bank; here the tnrf sloped <Ioim 
to the ivater, and it would bo iiapassihlo for l)»o tiger to come along 
without eirposing himsclt On their right was a gentle eminence, 
wliich ms crowned by a group of villager— women and children— 
whose curiosity Iiad led them to brave (lio tiaiigcr of a sodden charge 
or A stray bailee. On the ic/t was the river, with open, undulating 
countiy beyemd. 

All trace of the lato thunder-storm was over, and nature, 
freshened up by the Rhower, looked all the lovelier in the bright 
sunlight } but the licat was trying — a damp, steamy iieat. A’ow 
.and then, liowoicr, a cool breeze camo in JilfuJ gusLs over the pbcid 
surface of tho waters, and liore to the cars of the hunters the distant 
noise of the beaters, with their uncouth instnimenks of music. It 
reminded Milford of tho passage in Longfellow's “Sunrise on the 
Ifill," where ho caj s, 

“ TllO wilr] llOra VlKM? 7«<C« til* WMiUuJ tiUt 
Vr's) to tin totrrf diont 

Uiat Oiist an>{ fir (h« sten Mat out, 

VTlicn, answering to tli* ktiot, thin ninoVe, 

Through thlck-Ieare.1 Imtchcs, ftom ths Jinglq InvVn." 

It would prolvihly be long ere tho tiger came out, for tho l>e.iter» 
were yet far distant, ond as Iio rem*'mt>c«H! tho pretty girl just 
seen. Ilia thoughts treat Kick (onpr^ticf English maiden nt home, 
nnd l»o wondeml wliat she was doing whilst he was watcJiing for a 
hloodllursly tiger on tlie banks of the I’cnch. Tlie clej>hant here 
gave a sign, which 'vaa not lost on Foidhata. 
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“ It can’t be tho tiger, Biirely,” replied tbe young man. »> nyp 
the beaters have Inrdly begun yel.” 

“I don’t hnow; it maybe, for the elephant is evidently suspiciouf. 
Ahal you brute 1" exclaimed the epcakcr, pitching forward his 
rific and firing rapidly. 

Tlio elepluvnt Ivad Btnwk her trunk violently on the ground nntl 
lifted it out of the way, when, with a eavage grunt, the tiger, with- 
out the least warning, sprang otit at her from behind tho nearest 
hush. The two hullcta knocked liim dotm, but picking himself up 
' ho dashed into cover again, followed by a couple more shots from 
ililford. At this moment old Sheykha appeared with his long 
Afghan knife drawn, and deliberately he stalked into tlic cover 
after the tiger. BoUi Fordham and Slilford sbouted to him to keep 
outj but tho old fellow, wishing to sustmn liis diameter in tlic 
sight ol tho assembled villagers, matched etraigiit into the bushes. 

•‘Did you ever nco such anobslmalc old arreldicd idiot?” ox* 
claimed Fordhatn, stamping his foot, and for onee losing his patience. 

“ Here, after him, quick, AkUar Ali, or tho tiger may get hold of 
the old man." 

As the elephant moved forward the old sliikarco reappeared, and 
with a quiet, composed manner, os if ho liad been after a deer, 
remarked : 

“You have wounded him, sahib. Look," continued ho, holding 
up a bunch of leaves, “ these are covered with blood." Letting the 
elephant smell them he flung them down, and Fordham, giving him 
a few severe avonls of reproof, proceeded to reloail, after avhicli they 
entered the cover, and began to beat about cautiously. There was 
a Urge bushy creeper covering an old tree, and this being ih the 
way, the elephant was ordered to knock it down, which she did, 
and as it fell ivith a crash tho tiger camo gallantly up to tho cliargc 
again, taking the old lady rather at a disadvantage, as her head was 
buned in tho green stuff. 

nowever, ho svas'sont back roaring and rolling over, disgorging 
in his agony great lumps of the meat ho had mvallowcd. 

Stopping a moment to reload, they went after him again. Once 
inOTc did ho como up, so savagely as to make Dussunta recoil a 
couplo of paces, to the great discomfort of Milford, who was in tho 
^ck seat of llio liowdah, and who wa^ by such retrogression, forced 
into a very prickly tree, and his shots svcrc in consequence spoilt. 
However, ho got a turn very soon, for, on following up the now 
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Ladly wouTidctl tiger, liis eye smlilcnly fell on him ataading hroscl- 
side on in tlio almilo of a busli, looking very sick and surly. He 
took a steady aim at his Joins, anil Jitetl with offfct, Pordhnm at the 
same time giving liim another harrcL 

“Stand hy for chargo iho /oMrtli I .Ah, no I galbnt hruto, your 
d jy is over." lie sprang up vvith a roar, hut in the midst of the 
ctlort his strength failed him, and ho roJlwl down the hank. PoTm 
•wont the elephant .after him; lia 1 there was another gape, life \rn9 
stiil in him. Fordham’s heavy riflo •went up tolus shouJiler, and 
a-s the smolco cleared away the htamiy .limes •were quivering in 
dcatij. 

“ Salaam knrro ' Bus-sunt Piarco ! salaam I daughter of elephant*, 
my hraae one ' ” shouted the mnhont 'With ouo foot on the dead 
tiger the proud creature brushed her trunk over his hod)', and 
tnumpliaptly \\a\ed it to her forehead. 

‘‘]\Vcll, this is ahravo least," said Milford, oa he looked with 
admiration at the immense muscular power exhihited hy the dead 
animal 

“Yes,” rejoined the other, “he is one of the regular fighting 
caste, ^Ric to the hackbone. Butleannot usderslaod his djarslaif' 
us ^vitllOnt pro>ocatiou; it is very seldom a tiger goes out of lii^ 
•way to attack an elephant, and there roast !» a reason for it; his 
aatural hravery, and his gorged condition, which would not allow 
of hia runuing far on a hot day like this, readilj' acconut for his 
repeated charge*, hut that he should have assumed the offonsivo 
from tho firet is an uncommon incident. Oid Sheykim may I© aWe 
to throw fionie light on it." 

She.ykha, after hearing the sto/y of tha attack, at once ex- 
plained it. 

“IVliy, lchod3wund,”«aid he, “is not this the tiger that pulied 
down a sahib’s elephant two or three years ago 1 Ask the villagers, 
and they will all tell yeni how ho got her at a disadraatage on a 
slope, and pulled her on her side, and all escaped with difficulty ; 
and he thought he had only to rush at )-our hoaoar’a and pull yours 
doivn too. But Allah has tho ruling of all events, and ^liat was 
•written m lus fate itas come to pass to-day.” 

So they I'ent home and divided tlia spoil. Foidliam took the 
skin, and Milford cho«e the eknll, wluch was enormous, (hough 
ojchibiting marks of age, tho tusks being much worn. Altogether 
they -were well satisfied with the day^s work, and long lore in mind, 
■with pleasure, the morning at Si^oni, on the banks of the Pench, 
with the fighting tiger. 
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^ vjsitcd thy pleasant waters iras 
^ fifteen years ago, when laid up 
*“ station, sick nnil ill at 
e. ^ case; tho doctor declared to us 

that any change M'as Ixjttcr than no change, and, though it %%’as tho 
month of 'ilay, ho adiised ns to lake to camp again, and llacliagora 
was tho place wo pitched upon. V'o went out in a^ialkee, being 
too weak to ride ; and ten days after wo were hunting tigers on 
foot along tho hanks of the Pcnch, jn tho thick jamoon covers of 
I’aladown. As we turn over the whito-ant-caten, yellow, and mil- 
dpTW jwmals of those days, the old familiar names call up visions 
of tho Sctnul-walla hhugra, the Rajah Deehur, and thc'jamoon- 
coveicd island in the hed of the river, where, on one occasion, wo 
turned out two tigers and lost them both in the confusion- A little 
fttrlhcr on was a tree from which we watched a tiger attack a pony, 
and get kicked of, though tho poor little hero fell a victim to tho 
rush of tho tigre&s, fot there were two. "Wo avenged liis fate, and 
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in doing so nearly broke our otm collar-bone in following tiie ailvico 
of old Slieyklia, which ^ra3 to tnill both barrels at her at once. 
IIow slio crcjit nway to die, and wo tracked her into the gloomy 
ravine of tho Rajah DocLur ond lost her, and how ave heard of her 
remains being afterwards found ; how, in following up her mate the 
next day, we debated with did Sheyklia in favour of taking up a 
l>osit!on behind a certain heyr bush, and argued tlie point at length, 
little dreaming that the tiger was lying under that selfsame bush 
within three yanls of us, arc all chronicled in those yellow, ■worm- 
eaten pages. It was a pleasant time, as a brotlier of ours, who was 
visiting u% will testify, and who has a lively recollection of ono 
incident of the trip, an onslaught of Iree-ants^ who dwve us ignomi- 
iiiously from our position to the loss of our tiger. Some little 
distance to the north of the fishing place was a very fine old banyan 
tree, and under this Fordham’a tents had l^cen pitched, for the 
weather was now warm, and dense shade waa mtcful. The hot 
winds were blowing, though on these pbte.mi mey are not so bad 
ns they are below tlio ghats; still they rendered the use of iaitia, 
or wet mats of a swcct-sceuted grass root colled Ihit Ihuf','* almost 
necessary, and witlt these at tlio doors of Ibe tents on the windy 
side, the temperature could be considerably reduced. Of course 
they had to be kept wet, and for this purpose a man was deputed 
to pour water over them at intervals ; and imtaediately in front of 
ihem, inside tho tent, were tanged bottles of water end lemonade to 
cool ; ice macliinca were not known in those days in the jungles, 
and the most primitiro methods of cooling -were practised. la the 
liot season, when tho air is exceedingly dty, it answered .'idmirably 
to put Iwttles, well wrapped in cloths or straw eaturatoil with water, 
into a kind of swing which was kept going for half an hour or so 
iiackwarda and forwards, the rapid passage through the nir inducing 
brisk ev.aporation, which cooled tlie liquor effectually ; hut this plan 
quite fads wlien tliere is a damp atiuospbere. Xow-a-days tho use 
of ice maclunes is so common, that tho old-fasbioned makeshifts arc 
almost forgotten. ' 

Very pleasant did the sight of the comfortable tents, standing in 
the deep slrade of tho banyan tree, appear to the dusty and he.atcd 
Enghshmen, os they rodo in from Psl^oim , and refreshing imleed, 
after the glare of the sun, -was the gloom of the overliaugLng boughs, 
whose lemy lecessps rang with tho notes of nieny birds and the 
cJjirrupof squirrels; from the rjver close by came the Boot)un^ 
sound of rippling waters, as they flowed ov cr a shallow, rocky be<i. 

* ^luriwo^ftaniHofinin 
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Easy cliairs and a camp tabic, ’covered with tea and toast and 
fmit, were placed outside tbo tent door ; and, as Milford thtow 
himself off liis horse and into one of the chnirs, ho stretched out Ins 
legs and closed his eyes, vrith a s^h olintense satisfaction. 

“Well, you seem to bo comfortable, Ernest,” said his comrade, 
laughing. 

“ So 1 am,” replied the other, with his eyes still shut. “ I could 
go to sleep at once ; hero are tho songs of birds, and tho murmuring 
of waters, and tho sighing of tho hteeze in tho green leaves ; all 
nature tickling one’s senses into repose.” 

“Yes, and, worthy poet, hero is your tea getting cold, and tho 
hot chuppatties cooling into leather.” 

“ And my worthy friend and mentor eating more than liis share j 

Uistn, 03 we say in llatiano.'' 

“ Ah ! that has roused my young friend from lus dreams of Par- 
nassus, has Itl Here, drink from the streams of tcapottus, and cat 
of the food that tho Olj-mplan tables provide." 

“Diana might take to a chuppattie svilh hunters’ sauce, hut T am 
afraid the stately Juno would turn up her noso at the leathery 
morsel, and ns for Hebo with a teapot, one might as well have 
Itacehus with a pipe and a pint pewter. However, I must say 
Cliand Khan’s chuppatties are not bad, and tho way in which ho 
turns out such good butter by shaking milk in an old tart-fruit 
bottle is a marvel, and a triumph of patience and peisovotance." 

“ Have you got your tackle in onler, Ernest 1 " asked Eordhum, 
after a pause. 

“I think so,” was tho reply; “I have not looked at my rods 
since 1 left Engkand, but there they are in a ca«e, and there is a 
book full of salinon flies, and if any duns or midges are required for 
small fry, I can make those up in a minute.” 

_ “ You must not think you arc going to «lo fly fishing here,” said 
honlhira. “lam afraid tho streams are not rapid enough, and fish 
grow Blnggjsh in pools; but stiU try it by all means. I intend to 
do So mysi'lf ; tho general way is to ground bait for some days, and 
then fish with dtiugh and cotton wool beaten up together, or with 
]«rched gram, tluough wluch fine lioles have Irecu drilled to 
allow of the hook to bo {lassetl tlirough ; but I find the smaller fish, 
from three to ten pounds, are livelier, and will ri«c to a fly at times, 
•and I think they give far better. sQntt. than. thn. mnu.stcts that •you, 
sometimes h^k with pa><tc. They almost invariably suUc, and go 
down to tho ^ttom like stones, nud aro verj* difllcull to manage.” 

“ V p to what size does a mahsecr run 1” a^ked Milford. 
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“It i* \<Ty <liITicHlt to mt; I liive hf^nl of ononucru? fi-*!!. 
c'lKYiilly in Ihf I’linjali oti«l tnr river* of tlio Doon nfar Mns^ooric, 
Inil I ftm flfrnjij to f^uote from jnrrooiy Je«t I Jihoiilcl tvji;5?pnte. I 
ln*e F'.'en oaer i>Kly pouiulii lien*, nmlin otJicr pirU of In'lh 
I Ij.ivo of iiieni as orera Irowlnri |xmntl«. ]’ut ns f jr 
ns my rstfricne*' tho fi«h fn»m liftcoii to twenty five pntnil** 
giro t?ic is»<t ri>orl." 

“Do they ln)i out of water like tho fcJroonf” 

'Mt'ell, my Att^uiuiiUnco with ^rimon i* ustremefy h’mitci?, hat 
tin* tactics of llw m-ik-n-r ntr, I think. ilifTctcnt. Tlicy ncier loi{» 
clear out of tlie water, IkiI they make Ircmcmions niiJie<, which 
n-ijuiro nn uuiisinJJi laig.* rtrl, anJ pJeaty of fine, ami f'ccasion.illy 
a rochI run ufitr thnu over trying groumL I ehouU think the lie^t 
of niah«ccr ti»hmg is mf« nor to nnlmon, hut I know too little to he 
nhlo to give u comet opimoii, ami I have hcani many people vti)' 
cuthusiastic .iliout m *h»fcr h«hing in the Doom” 

“The uuh'ocr <lf«es not Wlong to the salmon family, tlocs itl I 
confess I nm gnis*lv jytiotnnt ronceniii>g k-lics. I know a tront 
from n grajhii;:, nml tho«e ngam from a JlounJcr, hut to x*hat 
families they InOong is Ix'yonJ wo.” 

“ Well, I can toil j ou eo mucli, that the mnluecr is nothing like 
a Mlmon. lloro, give we a i>en«), aoJ I iriJl ilraw you a sketch of 
the two. The Rilmon you Knost well; the nwhscor, you seo, is a 
]eat]{or'Rioiit]ic<I fish, woro like a carpi oI whieJi family imJoed it is 
a Cicmljcr, hclonging to tho suhgenua of the harhcls, and is the 
JJarl'M it/r cl ntlumlt-i^ ; and though he Jacks the tlioroiigh-hreil 
look of the salmon, still he is a very gnmey fish, nud woithy of a 
fisherman's rod.” 

After breakfast the two fricmls set to work ovorlmnling their 
tackle, Fordhsm Iiaving no otBco work in conscquenco of a natii’o 
festival, on which occasions legal work generally comes to a stanil- 
{fill, tho native of India thinking<]uttcaszQUchof Ins /e^fn as docs 
an Italian in fair Florence. So they rummaged out old pocket- 
hooks full of hooks and featfaers^ turned out their rods and 
reels, nnd discussed mueli the weighty fjuestion of what were hkcly 
to ?« killing flies. Fordham rceonunesded the brightest yellow 
tmd red — creatures utterly unknown to entomologists, and wlucli 
Lo latigliingly declaretl the znahscor took to be dragon flies ; and, 
having made his stlection, lie sat down, and with nimhlo fingers 
began to busk some tiny hooks iritli black ostricli. 

“"WTiat are you going to do with those black gnats t” nskod 
SClford. 
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tliat somcmenarescntcTo'wiitolookforlumat the bottom of thereacb." 

“Very -well, my lord” 

“I say, Ernest,” continnetl'-Foidliflm, pointing to some chiliras 
frisldng out of the waters in the last glowing of the setting siin, 
“look at those little beauties j if I had a rod and a few of those 
ilies here, ire irould have a coapfo of ^zen for dianer — they are 
such merry little imps.” 

“ Yes, I must say they are pretty, hut I long to have one of those 
big fellows on my hne. Ah, there! one like tlzat monster. I'm 
sure he was o forty-pounder! ” he exclaimed, as a largo fish rose at 
an evening moth, and left circles that widened and widened till 
they rippled on the hank. 

“jUI right, my hoy, wait till to-morrow; but now we must bo 
making tracks for homo before it gets dark." 

As they walked hack to tJioir tents they wero interested in 
observing the flight o £ a number of flying-foxes {Plcwpug Ediranlsii), 
whiel; came from the eastward and stwdily Jicht on a seutli-wcst 
course. They advanced with a dowish flight in a countless stream, 
and were loet to sight over the western horiron. 

"Tlieio must he a biggish colony where all those come f«m,” ' 
said Milford; “that is ta say, if they all come from one place." 

“ I see no rca«ou to iloubt It,*' replied Fordham j “ I havo seen 
cnonnoiis collecticms of them m grove* of t.iraari«d tn'C* io the 
north of Sconce, and they seem to go great distances for food. 1 
should not wonder if tbe<>c fellows aro bound for tlw mango tree* 
below the ghats, whero the fruit ripens sooner than it does on tho 
liigher lands. I once saw one c-iuglit at sen on board a steamer at 
lc.'i>.t a hundred mile* from Lind ; tbo poor beast seemed exhausted 
and hungry, and devoured greedily tho plantains wo gave liim." 

“They subsist entirely on fruit, do they nott" 

“It 13 eupjx’»ed so, and certainly a* far as my experience goes 
they do. I know my guava trees m Sconce sulTer greatly by their 
nightly depredations lliero lieing o colony of tliem just at tho 
pouthem entrance of Munglipeyt; at the same time their dentition 
is dccidwlly carnivorous and with their formulabh' tectli they can 
give severe lutes nandogof mine who attempted to.«fize one know* 
to his co't They nro said to In good eating, and ns they are clem 
feeders I liaye no doubt they are, but to mo they Inve alwaj"* been 
too repiil«iv« ia appearanr** to allow of tho expeninent." 

Hero ^\ii««ccr Klian whi^perwl to MiUonL 

“M'lII your honour shoot mo one of those imrlaQ'nitV 

“ V'hy, u hat do you ^vtlnt a wurbagool for T '* 
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“Ton soo, my Ion!, I get rhenmatic pains in my leg sometimes, 
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anil tlic bone o! a -wurbagool tied itrand the tinlcle mth a strin" of 
a black coVs hair !•», they say, the heat cute.” ° 
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r^fiUonl piclced out n fine }m« feHotrnnd brought him ddira ; tho 
fall from a height on to the lianl ground effectually extinguishing' 
what Bjmrk of life luay liavo niraamctL The head of ‘tfie animal 
^^■as very like that of a fox-tcrrier> the gcncnil colour brown, arith 
Jong hair of on orange tint about the shoulders and chest, amongst 
svhich inpidly darted a curious little pinwitcor tick, soBjething like 
A homy siiidct in appearance. His wjrigs covered an expanse of 
four and a half feet. Nuasecr Tvhan secured his prize, an<l the trio 
proceeded. 

As they neared the camp n most beautiful meteor ssilwl slowly 
down froin the starry sky, Ijko a ball of tire, which divided and fell 
jn a fiery stream. All looked at it with silent astonishment for a 
few seconds, then Fordliara laughingly said to Nussecr Klian, — 

“ One of the angels has dropped his lamp-^li, Nussoer Khan 1 ’’ 
“It must ho so, my lord — ^who knoavsl” 

Seeing Jldfortl somewhat imzzled at the rcni.aTkB, ForJham 
<*xplamed that the llahomedans Lave an idea that tbe,8taj8 are the 
i mips of the angels grtarduig the gates of heaven, and that a shoot' 
iiig star IS a lamp carelessly dropp^ 

, “The I'd&a is pretty," rejoined JUilford, “tut sureiy they are sot 
eo ignorant in these ^ja as to behove itt” 

“ ^Vhy not 1 the lower classes in more civilized countries believe 
things quite as .absurd. Of course the educated llahomedans know 
better, but the illiterate ones believe any idle tale that a wandering 
fakeer puts into their heads. However, here we are in camp ; now 
for limner j my walk has made me hungry. Ili 3 Chand Khan ! 
look alh e f Ivhana lao 3 * 

Sunrise found our friends by the waterside ; one of the presiding 
deities of the place, in the shape of a wizened little old dheemur, 
or fislierman, was in attendance with a basket of parched gram, and 
bo looked with grave disapproval at the brmbtcoloured flies wliicJi 
Fonlliam was attacliing to Ids line, all the while nervously kneading 
la Ids skinny hands a lump of cotton wool and flour paste. 

“Wnt are you going to try, Fmestl” said his companion. 

“^fell, I think for the sake of novelty I will try the aboriginaf 
method firet. Here, thou dusky Isaac, bait my hook for me, and 
le.xd the way." . , , 

The old dheemur grinned witli pleasure. “ Aha I one of the 
tf-aliib^i was going to fish properly; he had seen lots of sahibs whislc 
l-its of feathers all over the water, but what was the use I For ouo 
’sh of ten seers they caught ho would get half a score of double 
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tlif ^vdglit in 1 h 3 vay. TlicroTiiow” kiM fshniUIngwUh jm-le 
.1 bolui cif on tho liii; triple hook L»rj^ enough to cutcli a fliark, 
“there, fahih, only hi;( fi'ilic-i can swallow that, an'l what’s the gooil 
of catching little on^'s!" I’ul he lookdi witlj gcrat contempt at 
the fine gut nml lin'*— the Kiliilw were very' funny i>cople, ami never 
went the right way to work." 

He then pr(^<eciled to the waters Cilg*’, an'l taking a handful of 
grain fhowered it over the pool. In oti<; iiixtant the rHli ro«fl in 
dcttf-nx, almci«>t tnmhling over each «tllKT in their lui'-t*’, ti«h of all 
fm*is from an ounce to several pounds m weight. Tin n came n 
sudden cotntaolion, and a huge fellow ro«e, leaving ijuile a wave 
behind him. 

"l^ow, rahih, now, salnhl" eagerly eschimed the old man, 
“throw in your Init, throw in your Kait!" 

Hilfotd did so, and the next minnto hU line was running ont 
with tremendous velocity j the past© had Ijccu gulped almo'^t as soon 
as it touched the water. After taking out alwul forty yards 
iish stopi'ie*! and plampctl dosvn to the bottom, 

Tordham in the mcanliate liad gone away from the Initcd ground 
to a place wh'*rc the current was a little more rapid, and after a few 
tlirows he caught a four*i*oundcr, a nice clean )ish, though anialJ, 
and, as he was using a light Irisli trout ru.1, it gave him very fair 
play. He then got n tw<vpounder, then one of three and a half, 
svhich ho piloted along the rock* to where Milford was vainly trying 
to inoTo his sulking leviatlian, and Lindcd it ihert*. 

“AYliat am I to do with this brute, ForJham V asked Milford, 
with a puzzled expression ; " he won’t stir, and my line won’t f taiid 
a heavy strain.” ** 

“ V\ .lit a hit," replied the other, “ HI start liim.” 

Bo saying ho dived into his shooting wallet for a conic.al huUet 
-nml a bit of fine wire. Hound the top of tlic bullet ho cut a groove 
and twisted thosviro round it; tlieit, taking a turn of tho wire round 
MilfonVe fishing lino, he made a looso ring. 

“How then, Hmest, hold taut your line; that'* right. Now 
wcTl Blide this down, and U it hits him on tho noso it will inako 
lumyump.” 

.Splash went the hullct down, down, till it fulfilled its mission, 
when off went the mahseer a^in at full speed, this time taking 
Xmest along the rocks ns fast as he could scramhlc over tUem. At 
last down ho went again, and tlie young man, losing patience, hroku 
his line and lost lus fisli. He Uien devoted Ids attention to tho 
smaller ones, and got a two-and-arhalf pounder and a onc-and-a 
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as is this pracefu! animal, it knowa fall well the liannIo'« nature of 
the vUla^fT, ami allovra him ami Uis buUoeks to a\i\'*roacli to within 
a few yards ; driven from one comer of a field it riuictly trots to 
another, and Ix'^in-s to f^razc,rcganllt3Sof frliouts^ud only a vigorous 
onslaujiid with stones has any efli-et. lJul It instinctively knows a 
gun and a shikaree, and makes off at once. Its spetd is well known, 
and there U no chance of either horso or onlinar)' dog overtaking it 
unless it ho wounded. 

It gets attached to certain localities, and when it is driven away, 
and even wounded, it may be found next day in tho favourite Itaunt 
again. This is in some mtasuto a good thing, for a wounded anlelopo 
can generally ho recovered, whereas another animal would go clean 
. away, and ho lost, to die perhaps hy inches. To our way of think* 
ing this is a great point, for nothing weighed so heavily on our 
mind as a wounded animal escaping. If aught is to l^o killed for 
food or otherwise, let it b<s done aa ppccilvly as possible, and tU« 
man who wounds, and from lazinevs neglects to follow up to tho 
best of his ability, de-serves to ho woundcil hini«eir. Wo have 
spent two whole days in searching for a wounded buck, an«l luivo 
killed him at last on tho ground where hn was lirst found, 

Tordhata gave Millonl an instance of this as they wens riding 
along tho plain between Runlwylec and I5.*i.ikre. 

“ I was out,” said he, “ on ono occasion, on tlio Imundary hclwcGu 
Khapa and liclgaon, and came across a jmticularlv fine old buck, 
with very wide-spreading boms ; so iieculiar wore they that I could 
have sworn to the head amougst a lhou:>aiid. lie was too far for a 
safe shot when I first saw him, hut 1 could not resist tho clmnco of 
a snap at him, and tried it, hut miwd, and I left tho place. Sly 
work led me again soon oftcr to Bclgaon it-elf, and whilst I nas 
in camp there I found my friend again, hut ho was very wary ; for 
three days I hunted him about, hut could not got a aliot. At last 
I got my chance ; it was on tho morning of tin* day I loft Ilelgaon. 

V » round hy the hoimd-ary, when up jumped my friend from 
a wd of rushes, and took off across country. I followed him 
c^tio^y and found liim again wiUi somo doc.s about two miles 
• * I • ploughing in a field close hy ; so, hailing him, I 

got hi-s bullocks aad drove them carefully up px-t tho does. Wo 
splMhcd through a nullali, and wailcil through a lot of rushes, and 
at last I found myself liclutid a clump of conrso grass, with a nullah 
between me and the antelope. They jumped up on my npproacli, 
aiicl hiacky, seeing his enemy, made a speedy holt for it ; but I was 
withm easy range of him, and a bullet brought him down on hU 

10 
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away as mucli as possible from tbe anlrlop*', so as to coa^y Iho 
idea that lUodUtaacc was twias between Ibem. ToKin'; 

a svido sweep, Ijo gradually wlgftl ronnil and round, till bo fountl 
biniEcU oppoyto liia master’s Idding-place, wilb the herd between 
them ; then lie l)egan to advance slowly and by long lacks, like a 
vcspcl Iwating to svindward. AH tbe docs now liccamo suspicious, 
and stood gazing at the interloper. Then the two bucks stoppofl in 
their interminable struggle, an<l sLiml at the advancing l^wty. At 
last the leading doe moYC<l ol^ slowly at first, and then at a mild 
trot, followed by the rest, the backs bringing up the rear and having 
an occasional dig at each other en route," liaving moved a couple of 
hundred yards further from the I^lla, and nearer to bis roaster, llio 
herd again halted and laced the advancing party — the bucks begin- 
ning their little game again. However, as Ibc Lolls and tlio sycca 
leading the horses steadily ailvanccd, the old doc cvidcnlly thought 
it beyond a joke, and set off again at a mn, and finally settled down 
to a stretching gallop, occasionally breaking into those worvdcrful 
bounds in which this animal excels; they loro past thchiding-placo 
where the two hunters were lying in wait, and were allowed to tiasa 
nnscathed, for were not the two bucks coming up behind— lazy 
fellows, not caring to exert themselves eo mucii as the other sluttish 
young things and timorous does! 

“Ifow, Kmest, you take the fellow on the right." 

Crack went the rifle, and down dropped the back, but picking 
himself up ho went olT at epccd. The other buck on hearing the 
shot went of! with a succession of Ixmnds, but the third was about 
the last; for Fordhara, springing to his feet, delivered his firo 
whilst yet he was in the air, and, struck tiirough the he.irt, tho 
graceful cicalurc fell stone-dead. 

“You had bettor jump on your nag, and follow up your wounded 
buck, Ernest ; 111 come after you quietly.” 

The young man eagerly vaulted to his saddle, and, gun in. liand, 
set off at a rattling pace, and for a lime rapitlly gained ground on 
tlio antelope ; but when tho latter perceived ho was being pursued 
ho went off at a speed which almost created a doubt in Slilford'a 
mind as to liLs being seriously wounded. However, ho pressed his 
hoTso tho utmost, and soon perceived that the buck could not 
outstrip h\u^ although the Aistanco ■between them was not percep- 
tibly dinuniaho«L At last tho ground became mote sterile, and 
strewn with round^ boulders, tlio size of a cocoa-nut, which mailo it 
rather awkward riding, A little further on the country became 
undulating, and beyond lay tho river. Milford now hoped to cut 
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off an angle, as be knew tlie rivor must turn the buck ; Iwtwcon 
them lay a deep dcU, Tory stony, at the bottom of which was a little 
rocky rindet which led down to tho Gunga. Down went the 
antelope, and down after him went liis relentless pinsner, but when 
tbe horseman reached tbo top of the opposite lia^ the black buck 
bad disappeared. Before him Lay tho river. He reined up on the 
brink and looked right and left, but not a trace of bis qaarry could 
he sec. He bailed some men who were fisliing, but they knew 
nothing and bad seen nothing of tho animal. Had it 8^nlm across 
they must have seen it. It ecemed wjiially cle-ar that had it run 
along tbo bank near the water’s edge they must liave noticed it. 
Altogether it was incomprebensiblo ; it could not have dropjved 
dead on the way, othenvise bo would ba^ o ridden almost over it j 
anyhow it had escaped in some mysterious manner, mucl\ to Milford's 
disgust. 

As his eye roamed over every inch of tbe ctoudJ in tbo hope of 
finding some trace, he suddenly noticed what appeared to l» a 
couple of dry sticks projecting from tbo surface of tbe stream in a 
small bed of rushes, about three or four feet from tho bink. Ho 
looked again attentively and then rode up; ye.«— tbero was no 
mistake, hero was the cunniog beast after ah, buried up to tbo no&o 
in tbo water, with nothing but his nostrib and tbo telbialo hems 
sticking out. 

MiUonl could not help admiring tbo Mgaeity of tbo animnl, 
wbidi, unable to excrciso its wont<^ speed, lud thus taken to a 
stratagem whieJj nearly succeeded, and Lis heart m relented that, 
bad tbo buck been unwoomlcd, bo would luvo let him gfi scot-free ; 
but bo remembered that n si>^y dealli would now Im llie most 
merciful thing ; and so, bending over Ids horse s nnefc, be took a 
steady aim, and shot it through the liead, and tlwn eaib-d to tho 
nstonisbe<l fishermen to rome and puU it out of Um river. 



COOKING A BUSTARD. 


119 


occasionally taken ty tliem. One wc winge*!, and aftcrsranls cuipl 
and taiae<l, lived cUiefly on liaid-lwiletl cggH- It }ia«l a jwnliar 
bark, svliich it utteretl frequently when alarmed, and especiauy at 
the eight of a tame m\ingoo"e, at which it used to get very irate. 
They kept up a snothcrwl aflimoeity for some time, and at List camn 
to open warlate, in which of coarse the mnngoose got the best of 
it ; and to our sorrow the bastinl diwl of Ids wounds, one of which 
was an ugly nip in the throat. 

It differs from the European bustanl, a pmaller bird which is 
Eomclimcs called the great bustml by writers, it having proportion* 
atcly longer leg^ and ia less turkey-liko in appearance and moro 
majestic. In fact, the sight of a fine looA-rfar, as the natives call it, 
pompously stalking aloug the crest of some rocky knoll, such as 
those about Bilkeo and Nundora, ts one to send a thrill of pleasure 
through the heart of any Bportainan, for, in wldition to its Iwing a 
mark worthyof his rifle, it is extremely wary, ami, like its companion, 
the antelope, calls forth all the cunning of tlio stalker. The flesh 
is very greatly ovcmteil in our opinion, much as some jieoplo rivo 
about it. A young bird or hen is pilalahle enough ; but a young 
peacock fed on jugticc U better and more deUcalc. Wo have seen 
Bomawhero an ehlioratc recipe for cooking bustard, and, what with 
the ham and champagne, and the mushroom ketchup, wc should 
think an old crow would turn out almost as palatable ; but wc. con- 
fess to extremely simple tastej, and prefer the natural juice of meat 
to iU more piquant artificial aubslitutes. Wc all know the old 
proverb of who sends meat, and who sends cooks, and it is not far 
wide of the truth. 

However, to return to our narrative. Fordham found his bustard, 
and he carried it home with bun, but ho «lid not get it without 
difficulty. He came upon it at first uDaware.s, and it spread its 
broad wings for flight Iwforo be was within a hundred yards ; lio 
watched it carefully with a pocket gla-ss, and saw it light on a low 
ridge aboutlialf a mile away. The biixl had a commanding position, 
and it was a serious question wbetber approach would bo possible ; 
however, as he neared the place he croased a footpath leading from 
one vulage to nnotlier, and along it was jogging a peasant, srith two 
huge bundles of grass attached to the ends of a slight polo which 
ho carried on hia shoulder. 

Hero was an ideal Toedham, knew that both, antelope, and 
busUrd were in the liabtt of seeing these men daily witli their 
loads, and their ploughs and padc-builocks, and consequently cared 
little for them ; so, taking a bgbt horse-cloth from one of the syces, 



150 


SEONSE. 


lie thrcvr it aroimd Jumsclf, and, after a short jiarlcy >nth the 
TiUagcr, the pole -with its grassy burden was transferred to Ms own 
Moulder, and away ho sot in Uie direction of the bird, who, with 
outstretched neck, was still keeping guard on his eminence. The 
cautious sportsman did not, however, approach him directly, hut 
hy working obliquely round in sucli a \niy ns to delude the bird 
into the belief that he was passing, wliilsfc ho was in reality narrow- 
ing the ciiele. At last he got within range, and dropping on ono 
Jaieo lie laid donm his baadle, and bef<>ro the astoaislietl binl could 
take to flight the fatal bullet laid him low. 

On his ir.iy hick in the direction of Eiakee, Pottlliam fell in 
with Milford, w ho told him of his nm with the wounded buck, and 
also of another curious adventure he had nftera'ordsL On reloading, 
after the scone on Iho river bank, ho charged his gun, which 
happened to bo a smootii-boro, with JQcy's cartridge, in hojica of 
picking up bustard, he not caring to tiy them with tlic rifle as did 
his moro skilful friend. On rccrossing the rocky dcU Iwforo men- 
tioned, only at a point about half a mile liiglicr up, a buck antolep» 
started up and stood staring for a minute, standiiig chest on, and 
presenting the minimum of a mark. The ilishanco was not mon 
than forty yards, and StiUonl, acting on the impulse of the moment, 
took aim at Ins white throat and fir^. Tlie buck dnip}>ed, and on 
examining him he found that the hole was no bigger Uian that of 
a bullet; whereupon he probe»l the wound aud di«cotcrt'U Iha 
cartridge entire— wire case ami all— insido the cientura's throat; oi 
that distance it had not spread in tlio least 

Tliero was now ine.at enough and to spare in cainjv— three black 
bucks and a bustard — so they rondo Ihrir way back to IViak«v 
intending next day to march to IJamanwnrra, where Ihero were 
reports of spotted deer. 



CIIASIKO JL BULL. 


351 


Lenl o( aLout a dozen nylj^ic fectling in a hollow. Tli« K^ound 
was so far favouraWe for ridin" tliat Ihcrc was no pcrions difiiculti.-«, 
being an nmlulating t.ahle-land, hut the round IjouMem l>cforu iiieti- 
tioned were so thickly stremi over the ploco as to render it Eome- 
wlnt hazanloos. 

lIowcTcr, there was n glorious old hull, black as jet, in the lienl, 
and ho was svorthy of the attempt, and again two vill igcrs camo 
np and hogged s’crj' hard that tho rahihs would kill httn, and drive 
away tho herd, for they had been there three day?, and their crops 
hail suiTcred. 

Fofdham was but ill-mounted for the chase, lieing on « imncliy 
bill-pony of no great ►•peed, fo be loft it to Mdfonl, who was 
mounted on a light chestnut Cabnlec, Buro-footed and fa«t. 

“ Could wo not wail for tlic oilier homes 1 " urged tho young 
man ; “ wc are ou tho road they must come by, and they cannot bo 
far liehinJ.” 

" No, never mind waiting, or you may lo»o your chance, Ilmest ; 
go on and take that black fellow, and I will rijo back and Pee if 
I can get Cossack in time enough to put on steam and overhaul 
yon.” 

So saying ho left Ida comrade to ndc down gently towanls tho 
herd, -whilst ho cantered back along tho road. To Ins aitisfaclion 
ho soon saw the airing of horses coming towanls lam, his favourite 
leading. Cossack always had a peculiar hit, k } his bridle ii’o-s 
already on, and, as his horec-cloth was ligiitly strapped on with a 
broad Burcinglc, Fordlum lost no time by changing his MiUlle, hut, 
Vaulting on his hack, ho was off after his comivanioM, rifle m hand, 
riding like a Comanche Indian. 

Jlilford proceeded down the slope at a slow pace towards tho 
hcnl, which allowed him to come almost wiUiin shooting distance 
before they took, alarm. On seeing tho liinds trotting off, lie put 
spurs to bis horse and dashed in bistwocii them anil tho bull, ami 
sepimted him from his mates ; at the aanici tuno ho started from 
his cover, where ho had been lying unpcrccivcd, a younger bull of 
slaty grey colour, and lioth Uio animals tooli off together across 
country. As he gathered up liis reins and sent his horse after 
thorn, he beard an encouraging diout behind, and up came Fordliain, 
. tlmndering along on Cossack. 

“ Take the black, and leave the grey to me, Ernest,” lie shouted, 
a-s ho passed at full spectl after the younger and fleeter animal. 

The ground^ was simply vile — a mass of rolling stones, and, on 
looking over it altcnran^ hlilford avns astonished how they got 
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over it -witliout a fall The blue buU clattered over it like a cart- 
horse, and Uilfoid know that unless ho coaid press him hard enough 
to blow him, he had little chance of comingap. The rockygrOKiiJ 
that so impeded his horse, and mado him stumble and slide at times 
in a most break-neck way, seemed not to offer the like impediment 
to the hull, who held galiantly on his way, without showing as yet 
any signs of distress. It was not so «dth the one singled out by 
Forclliam; pressed to n greater extent by the superior striilo of 
Cossack, tho perspiratjon stre.an)ed from every pore, and darkened 
lus skin to a deep purplish hue. A smart burst up a gentle rise 
decided the ’issue, and, as the horse tame up alongside, a •well- 
planted bullet tolled the hull over, b'ordhara jumped off his horse 
and went up to tho dying animal, and had a narrow csc.apo of his 
life, for, suddenly spnnging up, it savagely rushed at him with its 
lioma lowered. Springing niiobly aside, Fordham avoided the 
charge, though his arm was grazed by one of the creature's home,* 
and ho discharged his remaining lurrcl into him as he passed. Ho 
fell over with a groan and dietL 

In tho meantime, Milford Itad gained but little advantage, and 
lio wua on the point of giving up the chase, when fortune favoared 
liini in a way ho least c.xpcctcd. HU horse, he felt, was no match 
for this bull, at all ovent.*^ aJtboogh Fordham h-ad s»ppo'<tl, from 
its being an older and a heavier animal, th.it it would ho the c'lsicr 
one to run dowu It might perltaps on other ground, but Milford 
had felt tho disadvantigc of the boulders, ami he knew the bull 
Wft.s gradually increasing Jih distance, whilst before them I.iy a 
nullah with steep Innks — one far too wide to jurij', and yet one 
wliich he was sure tlio nylghau would get over ftontchow quicker 
tlian himself, tt'cll, ho would (ty one thing ; ho ivctiM nm up on 
the brink, ami try tho effect of u longehot ncrtwi Ilown cl»ttere<l 
the bull, and rattled wp the other side, and then. — strange infilui- 
tioa— ho deliberately turned roDmham) stood to see if heir.isl.ehig 
followed. It wa.s a fat-al pinse, for Milford reitie\l up sliort and 
dischargwl lioth barrels at him, when, with a bo:ir»o 1s>llow, he 
subsided like .a spread (.agio on the ground. Hal for tliat fatal 
curiosity he might have cscapid. 
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Gonil?, ami a few of the lowest cJ^teof llvmloo^ Tho Jraliom- 
edans vreto barred by the fact of tlie animals not having been 
pToperly7if7?<7Z«f, and tholluidooswin not cat the nylgaie on account 
of their ro’emblance to the cow. . i v i, 

Tlie tongues and the marrow-bones were appropriated by tho 
successful hunter?, tho rest of the meat being too coarse to suit tm 
English palate, and when the berries of the aonla tree,* of wjiich ' 
the nylgaie arc fond, are in season, the intense astringent acid of the 
fnut pervades the flesh to such an extent os to bo most marked, 
especially in soup. This fruit, which is a pretty, translucent, plum- 
like berry, growing in clusters on the feathery-leaved branches of 



one of the most ornamental of the forest-trees, is most acrid, astrin- 
gent, and bitterly acid. Both nylgaie and samhur are parti^ to it, 
the natives also use it both as a pickle and a sweet preserve, hut in 
tho latter case they employ some means of reducing tho aslringcncy, 
and then prc.servo it with honey. 

At Bamanwarra, Fonlham shot a wild dog — the golden dog, or 
fona IcooHa of tho milires ; they usually go in packs, but this ono 
wa.s evidently a straggler, whoso eiil star led him in tho way of 
that dead shot and enthusiastic naturalist. 

It WMalanky.loosc-jointcilsoitof animal, standing about twenty 
inches in height, with large erect care and a bushy tail, a more foxy 
* i%yllaiii)ku*£mtlim. | 
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ttan dog-likc esprcssion, and of a pale foxy ot yellowish-red colour, 
the fore-quarters slightly lower than tho liind, wJiicli gate it an 
appearance of speed wliitdi it does not possess. 

Tliey hunt in packs, running down their game, which consists of 
deer, from tho sambiir to tho gazelle, and also pig*, in the most 
fiystemalic way. l^o trained hounds could do it better; what they 
lack in speed they make up for in unrelcnliug [>ersi<te«cy, and tra«t 
to their lowers of enduiaocc, and woo betiile tho lucklcsi animal 
that turns to hay. The natives, in all parts of Indit, ilcclatc that 
even tigers are attacked by them, and wo once heard a very circum- 
shantial account given of a fight, Avhicli took place near tho station 
of Sconce, between a tiger and a pack of these dog^ in whicli tho 
latter were victors. They followed him about, cautiously avoiding 
too close a contact, and worried him for three ^cccssiio days, a 
statement which should lie rccciicd with caution. Wo liavc, 
however, heard of their annoying a tiger to such an extent bj to 
laako luni surrender to them tho prey which ho had killed for 
himself.* 

I'’rom Kamanwam, our friencU marched to Chappaw, the oM 
capital of Seonee. Even now the two h.unrs are frcnjiienlly coupled 
by the natives, and tho district U called Sennce-Cleippara. 

At Cliopaim Ihero is an old fort, now in rain*, winch is Mid to 
have been buUt by Itajali Ram Siogh, a rchitito of Ihyali Ruklit 
RuKnd of Dcogurh, to whom (ho Seoneo <h’«tn'ct had N'cn ceded by 
Nurendni Sab, aa Iwfore related m lhc»o jwg.'#. Chappara after* 
avards came under Ataliome<ljn rule, when the ^fahratta ruler, 
lUslidjee, ofiereil Moliomed Khan, tlio son of the odieiitiiMus Taj 
Kluin, before rarntinne<I, (ho dcwnndiij) of the t^wneo di«lnft, in 
exchange for the Iorln'.vi of Sangtirbre, uhJrh he held. Chip{«m 
was in Jlahomed Khan's time nttaeke<l hy thn Maiidli ILijah, whil*t 
(he dew.in was alw(n( at A'jgjt»wr. The pnmson was put to (he 
Bwonl, nml n hrge wjuaro lorob in (be fort HiM marks the pit wJicre 
the fUin were buried. 

>fahom«sl Khan, nidnl with large forces fron Nagponr, rvtook 
bis fort, and drove Inrk (he MandU Itijdi. 

Mahemei! Aviin Khan, gnml-mn of the Iir«{ den-sn, rrmored tl.e 
seal of goieminent to Feon«e. Cliappara, however, conlinne-J (.> 
flmiTidi, ond is s-iiJ to lure hail aicr P.OOO Iinnv>, A.nd <(>,000 
inhahit-mt*. In the time of Mahomed Zutnan Khui, t^n of Aain 
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find, being more flccustomcil to prowl nlwnt Jinman habita- 
tions, they tlo not mind fire or lights, which they see in every 
but. 

Jlilford had, however, his doubts as to whether the pmthet 
would appear or not, and felt inclined several times to roll him- 
self up and go to sleep. It was not such interesting wort 
watching on the outshirts of a dirty village, witJi a smell of 
pigs and buffaloes around him, as though in the wild and lonely 
forest, with the cries of strange n^ht-birds and the roar of the 
prowling tiger to arouse his curiosity or excite his nerves. 

About midiught, however, the monotony was too much for him, 
and ho went off into a doze, le.iving tJio to watch; but 
lie had not slept for more than half an hour when Jloula awoke 
him. The panther had come, and was at that moment savagely 
tugging at the foal, which be would doubtless have dragged airay 
out of the light, had not the elukatees taken the precaution of tying 
one leg to a stake deeply driven into the ground, llxlford quietly 
raised Ida riHe, which was already placed in position, and, taUng 
advantage of the ray of light, which brought out the animal into 
strong relief, he fired one lorrcl which knocked him over, and the 
second before he had time to recover hizoscLf, wlucb, however, he 
did, and bounded away into tho gloom. It was uncertain what 
amount of damage had been done to the panther, and, as there 
was no chance of ^ding out anything more about him that 
night, they shouted for Ibc elephant, and went back to Chappim. 
The panther was found next day at tfie edge of the water in a 
small tank ilot far from tfie village. 

After one day more at Chappara they rode into Seonee, a 
distance of twenty-ono miles, where they intended staying a week, 
preparatory to a tour through the southern part of the district 

One morning, a few days after their return to tho station, 
iFordhain’s hearer rushed into bis room at five o’clodc with the 
news that a man had been killed by a tiger, half-au-hour before, in 
the village of Lugharwaira. 

“At Lugharwaira?” asked his master, incredulously, for tho 
place was but an outlying snburb of the station. 

“Yes, my lord; he went out at daybreak to let out his cows, 
and tlio tiger was lying in the tobaccagarden behind his house, and 
it killed him.” 

“It cannot be a tiger,” thou^t Fordliam; “some p-inther 
must have done it. However, we'll coon see. Here,” continued 
be aloud, “ tell them we rtiall want both the elephants, and send 
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Tvortl to tlio Doctor wlilb and Iho other pahibs to como over at 
once to chola hazrcc." . , t » 

. “Now, Ernes-t,” said lus companion, entering tno lormerB 
room, "look alirej ]iere’« eorae work in hamL A ri’CalJy panther, 
thotigh they dcclaro It is a tiger, Im mauled or killed some poor 
fellow in that little village below the mosque, at the foot of tho 
lacecoursc.” 

“ Are you sure it Is not a tiger 1 ” 

"Well, noj nobody can tnako sure of such a thing srithout per- 
sonal investigation, but a tiger so seldom ventures near houses, that 
I am inclined to think it is a pantlier.” 

In a short time all were assembled in tho breakfast-room, getting 
a basty mcab Tlieto were five in all, and, as tbero avero but two 
elephants, the doctor good-naturedly olTcrcd to take his chanco from 
tho roof of a hut. 

The Cist thing to bo done on reaebing tho place was to turn 
out all tlie people, and this was no easy motter} old women 
Jabbered and gcsticubtcd, as tho unceremonious peons hustled 
them all outj but as it would have been dangerous to allow 
them to remain, Fordhatn personally roperintended their removal, 
and they were all finally driven olT, like a flock of sheep, to a 
considerable distaucc from the vUbgo. Then came tho liclping 
up of the doctor on to the roof of tho hut where the unfortu- 
nate man was killed. As tho worthy M.D. had a fair amount of 
nature’s bounty in tho way of adipose tissue, being what you 
would call a fine-looking man without Ijoicg a fat man, it was a 
matter of question whether tho frail rafters would hold him. 
However, ho scrambled up gingerly, and astride of tho ridgo-polo 
a commanding view, ililfonl, in the meantime, with a friend 
in the back scat of the bowdah, had taken Bussunta round to tho 
back of the house where was a large Wrcc, and garden, full of fine 
tobacco-plants, through which a narrow path led to an out-houso 
and cow-ahed, where the luckless owner’s cattle were kept at night. 

Tlie doctor had no sooner got fixed in his elevated position, and 
had time to look about him. Hum lie spied tho animal they were in 
quest of crouching amid the green tobacco-leaves, 

"I see him, I sea him,” lie shouted; "lookout for squalls — I’m 
going to stir him up ! ” 

'^Vnit a bit, Doctor,” cried ^lilford. "Ixt mo stop up tho gale, 
and then blaze away.” 

The doctor waited till tho elephant appeared at the entrance of 
the enclosure, and then, taking a good aim, fixed. 
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To the astonishment of Tonlham and the oilier three, up sprang 
a large tiger with a roar, and'cavageljr charged tlie hut on which 
his assailant was. It M'as a grand sight to sec the enraged beast 
try to spring on to the cavc^ on which ho got his fore-arms and 
pawj^ but, ns Jjo clutdifd with teeth and claws in bis sava^ energy, 
the treacherous thatch gave way, and he rolled over on his back. 

JlilfoKl was now sorry that he had yielded to the solicitations of 
the mahout’s son — a smart boy of sixteen — and liad allowed him 
to drive the elephant, thinking that a panther would do very well 
for his initiation into shikar work. But here w.is a tiger wounded 
and savage, and ho wished for Akhar Ali ; however, there was no 
help for it, and, as the elephant was fond of the lad, and indeed 
obeyed him as well as she did lus father, there was, a chance of all 
^ing on well. 

In spite of all Fordliam’s precautions, as soon as the sportsmen’s 
tacks were tnmed, some infatuated villagers came slouching into 
the viUago again, and stood talking and gapbg in the main street. 

The tiger picked lumiclf up after hts unsuccessful charge at the 
roof, and, seeing an open door before him, he rushed t^ugh ii 
into the house, and out at the opposite door into t!ie street^ burst- 
ing like a thunderbolt on the terrified knot of rustics, who turned 
to Hy. With a savage grunt the infuriated animal sprang after 
them. One old mau stood in his way, speechless and par^ysed; 
■with another bound the tiger would hare been on him, when 
the old fellow turned to fly and fell flat on the ground. 

A thrill ran through the spectators, for the old man’s death 
seemed certain. But no, the tiger cleared him with a bound, 
and, rushing on after the others, singled out a young man, who 
attempted to csc.ipe by taking refuge in a house. As lie turned to 
pull to the mat door, the tiger scired him in the i enmdah. Tlien 
a piercing yell rang through the place, and a death like stillness 
for a few seconds; then a sound of stru^Ung, min^'led ivith 
smothered growls as the tiger buned his fangs in the poor fellow’s 
side, and shook him as a temer would shake a rat. It was, how- 
I over, but a bfeless form he shook ; the first rush and stroke had 
I dashed out the vital spark, and the death of the second •victim was 
more merciful than that of the firsts who lingered all day with a 
fractured skulk 

In vain Fordham u^ed his elephant to the rescue; he had half 
the round of the village to make. Mtifonl was quite on the other 
side, and it would liave been hopeless for him to get round in time, 
and the doctor could not stir from his perch. 
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The tiger Wt his victim, went up the street again, anil, entering 
thfi door of the lion?c ho had passed tlirough, went through it again 
and passed into tlio cow-slicil, greatly to tlie terror of ono unfortu- 
nate cow, which l»ad been left in. Milford now brought up his 
elephant to the entrance of a little passage which led uj* Itctwccn 
the cow-shed and another out-house, the door of the shed ijcing at 
the upper end of the passage. ^ ^ 

These erections — one can hanlly call them buildings — aro chiefly 
made of a framework of i>ole?i, and the walls of wicker-work, of 
either pliant twig^, or more frequently split bamboo. Oci-asionally, 
like the vralls of tlie dwelling-houses, they are plastered with clay, 
but more often are left without, so tliat the dim form of the tiger, 
as ho paced to and fro, could bo traced by tho two sporl-micn in 
the howdah. llilfonl was very nervous about his mahout — all 
depended on the steadiness of the boy, and of this ho had great 
doubt j he had often liccn out in ordinary shooting, and once with 
a tiger, but the tiger was in open jungle, and did not charge. Hero 
was a case of iigbt or die, and thc'steadincss or unsteadiness of tlio 
elephant, which again depends entirely on the driver, would decide 
for success or tho reverse. 

■^yaming the boy in a low tone not to show fear, but to establish 
for liimfelf that day a lasting reputation, Mdfonl consulted with 
lus friend how they should get out their enemy from tho shed. 
Fireworks were out of the question— Uicy would have set tho 
whole village inablaze— so they tried the ejects of a revolver, and 
half-a-dozen shots were fired without any resultbeyondafew growls. 

“Thia will never do, Milford,” remarked his fnond ; “let us give 
him a barrel apiece, and sec if that will fetch lum out.” 

“All right,” sai*! the other. So they levelled and fired through 
tlio svalls of the shed. 

He looked out of tho door for a moment, and, with a savago 
growl, down ho came on them. 

Tho i>oor lad loiit heart, and, hardly knowing what ho was about, 
ho turned the elephant round. Of coutac, the moment her he.ad 
was from tho foe, panic-stricken she tore through tho frail walls of 
the out-bouso, and Tuslicd through tho tobacco-yard, followed by Ibo 
tiger fiercely striking at her heels. At la-st a shot from ono of tho 
pursued pair turned him, and he took refuge in another hut clos-e 
by. In the mcantinie, Bussunta was stopped and pacified, and tlio 
boy well gilded, and they went up again ; but no amount of fusU- 
. ading would bring tho tiger out. lie had got into a dark corner 
of tho bouse, and there be sulked. 
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At last the doctor liU oii a bright idea. Ho gave his Madrasscc 
8er\'ant his revolver, and told him to clirah from hut to hut till he 
got to tho Olio ill whicli Iho tiger vva-s, .iiid then to scratch a hole 
through tho thatch, and fire tho revolver down into tho chainher 
below, Tho jdan nnsu-ered admirably, and out cama tho animal 
again, loohing as savage as he could, when another ball in tho 
sido from tho doctor drove him into a corner, where ho laid himself 
down. 

Tho boy maliout seemed tliorougldy asliamcd of himself, and tlus 
time, without urging, he took his elephant up in Gno stj’lc. Tho_‘ 
tiger was crouching with his bead on the ground, and lEilford closed 
his career by a bullet between liis eyes ; and all heartily congratulated 
the doctor on lus prize, which ho had well won, not only by virtue 
of tho first shot, but of the second one, which was also in a vital 
part, and indcctl would have snlSced to kill him without tho last 
shot in tho head. 

It was then, on examining the body, tliat they discovered Uiat 
this was the very tigor that they had wounded at Bagadohij there 
was tho old huUct ^70und in the shouliler from Beech's riQe, 
and it Imd led, as ho rooum/ully predicted, to tho loss of human 
life. Not tliat tlio tiger had taken to man-eating — there was no 
such charge laid against him; but he bad evidently followed the 
herds from their pasture-grounds, aud bad sneaked into tlie tobacco 
garden, to lio in wait for the Hberotion of tho cattle in the early 
morning. It appeared from the accounts given by the villagers 
that tho wounded man got up before daybght to milk his cows, and . 
in crossing tho yard he must Itave stumbled over tho tiger, who 
with one blow fractured lus skull, but did not attempt to carry him 
off 

There was one little ludicrous incident in this othorwiso tragic 
scene. The cow that had bceu left in the shed with the tiger, on 
finding tho coast clear, came tiotting out with her tail cocked up in 
the air, and then, givinga/ewinel^nt bounds, after the manner of 
her race, she began calmly to graze, seemingly as unconcerned as if* 
she were qnite accustomed to being sbut up with surly tigers. It 
had evidently had no lasting effect on her nerves. 




CHAPTER VII. 

A WEEK after the tragic inci- 
dent related in the last chapter, 
onr two friends were standing, at 
dayVtcak.onthetopof theKoraic 
Pass, watchii^ the glorious 
,, scene before them. Although 

the month was Jlay, at that early hour of the morning tho 
broezo was cool, and laden with tho fresh perfumo of many 
Bweet-scented fiowem. The haisinga* and tho tinsaf-wero still 
m blossom, with many another fragrant ehrub that lined tho 
road^y of tho fjlml. Tho broad-leaTcd teak clothed tho sides 
of tho steep mountains, mingled with, tho feathery sirist: and the 
f It •. *®d there a leprous-looking oolcoll spread 

forth its while distorted arms, rominding one of that strange 


* NrtaiUAij .rfrkgr frlMlj. 
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piclnro o{ Gustave Porv’a in "Inkmo,” of Ujo JjUEcan 

tivc«s po cotitorlcJ nntl ngoniznl do they look, 

Tlic liill-i veto ttaounding to Uio lotjcl cries of the Mack cnckoo, 
tho pea-fowl, ftnd the jun;rtc<ock ; the skyPark overhead vas 
pouring forth n flootl of melody, and in every hush some eibilant 
waihlcr etmined iU tiny throat. The turtledove eoared up over 
his mate, who was rjuiclly rilling on ii topmost bnuicli flapping 
his wings as he rose «tn>g1it up over her, tmd Uicn down he 
dropped beside her, cooing hla K.ilisfiiclioQ nt Iho performance; 
brigJit preen little parosjucts, with heads like Wooniy Orleans 
plums, «ihfiltcTcd and scream^ os they fluttered about;' and far 
overhead, in the blue sky, circled the grim vulture, whoso piercing 
eye Bsrcjit the plains liclow for Ins prey. 

From the hill eijes came the «>uod of avea where the clnrcoal 
burners w ere at work, and along tho road the filionU of drovers and 
Uic tinkling of «ttle-l>clli loM that man, too, was going forth to 
his work and to Ijis labour til) the evening; and dead indeed must 
lie the heart of the man to whom, in sucli a scene, the words of tlie 
Psalmist camo to memorv, if lie did not feel, and repeat to himself 
t })0 fervid ottcnoco of the mlnsire) king: 

“ 0 Lord, how awnifold arc Tliy works ! in wisdom hast Thou 
nuulo tbcin oK ; iho earth is full of Tfiy ricJics { " 

Tlio precftling verses of the mme IValm were peculiarly appllc* 
able to the spot where wo have placed our reader, when it speaks 
of the b^ts of the forest getting them aw.iy to their dens as the 
mm nriseth. For Uic Koraio Pass has always been noted for tigers 
and it was by no neons safe for anyone to venture down it by night 
alone. The ^oded mon-eaCer of Korafe had balfled the b^ 
shikaTces of the district, with old Sheyklta at tlieir head, and his 
licat, from a lonely dell c.illcd tbo Sat-talao, or seven tanks, beyond 
the rilhge of Eookhur, to Iho foot of tbo pas^ was tia scene of 
many a violent dcatli. The view from the top of the p-oss was ' 
varioi and extensive, and was even more beautiful than that from 
the rival pass of Silwo, on Iho oorlhem edge of the plateau, look- 
ing towards Jubhtdpoor. 

The prevailing fgeojogical formation of the north is trap, fand 
the trees are stunted compared with those on the southern face of 
the range, which consists of gneissand micaceous schist. The trees 
arc larger and more varied, and the eye wanders over thick-leaved 
forests, and tlie sandy course of afateams, which during nine months 
of the year are mostly dry, 

• Fafehes of cultivation here and there dot the plain, but they 
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nrc sparsely scattered, for the talooqa of Doogcrtal is cliioQy a 
grazing coirntry, inliabitccl by Abccts, vflicso avealtli consists of 
their cattle, anti whoso cultivation b limited to tlio few fields of 
maize or pulse which arc necessary for Iho requirements of each 
village. Growing for exportation they never think of j what they 
do export is their or butter, Ibo protlnco of tbeir buffaloes. 

The want of gooil water is al^ a bar to the extension of agricul- 
ture. There ate few tanks, and the streams bold but little water 
on the surface. It percolates through the sandy beds, and can be 
obtained a few feel below the Icvd of the sand by digging, and in 
rude wells thus excavated in the beds of nullahs, and lined with 
avooden slaha to prevent them falling in, the villagers in these 
jungles get their supply of water during the summer. 

A charitable Hahomedan land-owner belonging to another part of 
Sconce, AVazeer ‘JMiomed Khan, of AsUla, in travelling tlmragh 
DongertR and Durasce, had noted this scarcity of water, and he 
conceived the idea of damming tip a narrow gorge in one of the 
Dutmoo hills, and so forming a reservoir, which would not only 
storo an ample supply for traveller along tbo Bunjara track, but 
would throw back the water along the tributary streams for miles, 
instead of iU being drained off as before. So as a work of charity 
ho took 'it in hand, after having obtained the permission of 
Government, and in the lonely forest iho calm surface of the silent 
lake bears pcrpctu.al testimony to the good deed of the worthy 
Pathan, now gathered to his rest 
Fordham and Milfonl stood for a while admiring tbo view which 
lay beforo them — tho varied forest and pasturo-lands, the ramihca- 
tioDS of the Ba>Yunthuttco river with its fifty-two branches, as its 
name implies, and at their feet tbo little viUago of Koraie, irith its 
, tank covered with the fioating leaves of the singhara, or water-nut. 
They bad ridden fast from Mobgaon, the village where they last 
camped, and ^vo their horses a little bteathing-titae whilst they 
enjoyed tbo scenery. On tbeir way from Seonco they had baited 
one day at Gopalgunj, neat which they had ridden down and 
speared two frir-sized boars, whicli they turned out of some cane 
fields. Tho aumals made off across country to tho heavj' jungloi 
beyond Buigtton a:^ ICliapa, and though a portion of tho riding-' 
ground was bad, being cotton soU, lull of boles, yet a rattling burst 
oyer the latcrite beds bordering the jungle carried the day for the 
■riders, nfacb V> tiio dcYiglit ot tho villagers, whoso crops the crea- 
tures^ luid been destroying. There is not much pigsticking to bo 
had in the Sconce district, as the ground is not always favourable, 

11—2 
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and tlio cnonnity of shootio" the animaJ is not only alloTred, bat 
frequently practised. 

The two friends walked down the pass, the roadway of wHcIi 
was not 60 good then as it is now, being more like the bed of a 
jnoimtain torrent, and when they arrived at Koraic, and passed 
through the main street, they saw at the stables of the mail stage o 
littlo rude vetciinary nmetico being carried out A horse ims 
having its quarters bathed and rubbed with turmeric and indigo. 
On looking more closely at tho opesration they noticed several 
parallel scars, as if an iron rake had been ploughed over the place. 

“A tiger has been at that fellow,” remarked Fordham. “"What 
is the matter 1” he asked of tho darogah, who camo out and 
s-alaamed respectfoUy to the hakim. 

"Protector of the poor! tliat accursed tiger of Eookhur — may 
Allah cause him gome day to cat bullcU — attacked the Bombay r 
mail lost njght, and nearly-got hold of Gholam Sliurreef, who was 
tho rider. The tiger heard the bugle and camo out and beaded him. 
On this Gholam Shurreef turned back, and galloped towards Seonee, 
but the tiger chased lum along (he jungle and headed Mm again; 
eo then he turned once more, and made a push for the ghdt. Ihc 
tiger then made a rmih at him, but tbo borso was too fleet, and ho 
could not get liold of him to pull him down ; yet he mvo him those 
wounda Jlay the vultures pick bis bones before long I As for 
Gholam Shurreef, Allah las preserved liim this time, but I tell him 
‘ Do you blow your horn to mvito the ilevil to dinner, as do those 
Kaffirs of Hindoos 1 * Tliea don’t blow it again on tho Koraic Pass, 
otherwise there will be no one to tie your great toes together when 
your time comes.' ”t 

‘•I wish wa could destroy that tiger," said Fordham, as they 
walked on. 

“ Have you ever tried 1 ” asked ItQford 

“ Yes, and I have given it up in disgust ; unless he is caught over 
a kill, I don’t know how wo «» to get him. The country cannot 
he scoured by elephants, and ho is too cunning to bo circumvented 
by the onhnary method*. I Inve tried myBclf, and have had gangs 
of shikaree.? after him, but all to no puipose. llTjcn a man-eater 
takes to a gbSt, it is a most tlifficnlt tbiog to dislodge him.’’ t 

TIio Difc Bungalow, or Travcllet’e Itcat-house, to ivhidi they 
made their way, wa? situated on an open ground a little lo tho soulli 


* IIe>irT«*niallr Wrrrrti Ike hslilt ; tlieDnliialai tila» the cOhCh-ehcU t)«ror» mcali 
toMuMmewarderlU. "5 .. 

1 The Mneaulman ewtota le birfVluiW t«, ot tying Ike Uj feci of Ike dcaJ tng'tker 
l»-fefe tartei 
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oi the village. As the weather ■was now very hot — especially so 
holo'w the ghats — Foidham decided on staying in the bungalow 
during the day, and deeping in tents at night. 

The clay passed monotonoudy as most days do in tlio hot •weather 
in an Lnli-in DjJc Bungalow. The blinding glare and fierce heat 
of the sun outside rendered it advisable to darken the rooms as 
much as possible, ■which also assisted in keeping out tho flies which 
swarmed to sucli an estent as to prevent them getting any break- 
fast in comfort. As soon as that meal was over, and the cracked 
cups and saucers carried array with the tablo-cloth, that looked as if 
it had been composed of old white drill trousers jinpicked and stitched 
together again in its present shape, tho doors and windows were 
closed, and_ tho inmates of tho room prepared to pass the day 
according to their individual fancies. Tho apartment had two doors 
opening out on verandahs c.nst and west ; in tho latter door was 
placed a khus-khus tattie. Two other doors, north and south, 
opened into little bedrooms, with bathrooms attached. Tho furoi- 
turo vras of tho simplest kind: a rickety dining-tablo ■udth four 
crary chairs, and an old iron bedstea*.!, formed tho fumiluro of tho 
principal room ; tho bare wlntevrashetl walls were ungarnislied save 
foj^wpiiiU of tobacco juice or elegant charcoal designs hy amateurs 
in tho fmo arts. Tho library consisted of an old Testament, and a 
few tracts ■whidi were contamed in a little bov with a glass door, 
like n wooden lantern, which hnng from a nail in tho wall. A few 
fjt lizards crawled about, and tlic punkah frill avas a favourite 
biding-placo for bats, which held on m spite of tho vigorous pulling 
of a smail boy who was liirctl for the d.ay. Fordham took out Ids 
>vTiting-ca'io and a box of papers, but Milford resigned himself to 
the iMee/ar niciife, and making himself a shake-down on tho bed- 
stead before mentioned, applied himself to the Uteratiiro afforded 
by the avooilcn lantern, ■wliicli, aided by tho dtippmg of tho water 
over tho tatties, the swinging of tho punkah, the monotonous 
scratching of Foidham’s pen as it d.ashcd over tho paper, and tho 
sleepy notes o! the little red-headed barbet* — the coppersmith, as 
Ac natives call him — tlut kept up an incccsant touk-touk-touk 
m the pipul tree at the comer of the bungalow, provetl .a spewly 
^pOTUic, and Iwforolong the youngman ■was in the land of dreams. 
Nor did he -wake till long after the usual hour for tiffin j and well 
it was for him tliat he ifr dcieia-^ ihir Aw Ao mr? 

destined to have lilUo of it that lught! 

It was a tegular Indian hot-wcsther evening, when tho doors 
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■vvcro tliro-wn open and the two friends sallied out. Tho sun was 
going down, hut there was im> coolness in the breeze ; a dry, 
iime-kiln-iike feeling pervaded the atmosphere, and (he distant 
landscape still quivered in tlie haze caused by tho radiation of 
heat from the earth ; tlie sky above was without a cloud, and 'in 
tho east, over a murky bank, rose the broad disc of the fdl moou^ 
Uko a globe of burnished copper. Tlio animals around seemed as 
though they liad liardly yet recovered from tlie lethargy into which 
they had been plunged by the e.vtrcnie sultriness, and tho only living 
creatures which had any degree of life left avere a couple of littlo 
owlets, or Punch and Judy birds,* as wo used to call them, whicli 
in the recesses of an old fig tree kept op an incessant squabble ; 
and the king crows, t which, squatting on the backs of somnolent 
buffaloes, now and then made a dart after some wandering cricket 
or locust, or a raid after an intrusive crow, and then returned to 
their living perches. They are amusing birds, these glossy-black, 
sprightly king-crows or diongo shrikes ; little, fearless, o"grcssiTO 
rascals ore they — no bigger than o blackbird, they recklessly attack 
ft hawk three times their size, and they.ae£i n_ to hav e a particular 
antipathy to crows, and poisuo them a T)if. 

graceful motions of tliis bird wlien hi 
other birds, always reminded us of the vc 
tho coryphene t follow the Hying-fiaL. Tbt 
note, and one of the family, the Uiininj, 
t]rongo,§ the hazar da^ton, or binl of the thC? 

Orientals call it, is a higlily.giftcd creature, rivali. 
bird in the variety of Us accomplishments, and o cicv. 
commands a fancy price> 

Tliey took o walk round tho tanlq where Iho dhcomursy ^ . 

men, in their long narrow canoes^ hewn out of the solid Iru. I 

ft cotton tree, were p.'uldling about, turning over tho leaves of I 
singhara,!! and carefully detaching Iho svater-alugs and snails whicli ’ 
were likely to damage tho plant In the winter the seeds or nuts 
wliich are much eaten by the natives, aro githcrcil, and tho ciiltiTO- 
tion of tho plant is a considemblo souico of revenue to Ihoio who 
own large tanks. 

Verj’ picturesque w.ns tho sight of tho calm waters, dotted wilJi 
jwlchcs of broad floating Icavcs^and reflecting tho mingled raj's of 
the rising moon on tho one hand, and llio deeper lints of tho glow- 

» >rini* , J tHenm turr vm K 

t rtTvj^no Atrr^rii: ci l g t e o Mly tCTtnrt ItmUom thert Iplio. 
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ill" on tlio other. On tho northern side stretched a dark belt 
o{° Irecs, over Vihicb in the backgrountl torveted tho range of tho 
ghats, and all around tho gloom of night was settling over many 
miles of lonely forest, in which, to the wdely-scaUered hamlets, 
herds of cattle and builalocs were wending their way, leaving 
their pasloro grounds to tho beasts of the field. 

As tbo two friends walked on, they crossed a small patch of 
junglo in which were fcetling a herd of bufialocs. Avoiding the 
animals as much as possible — (or, docilo and attaclicd as they 
aro to their keepers, they nro uncertain in their tempers towards 
strangers — they looked ■with inlctest at tho calling homo of tho 
umricldy creatures by Iho^slipoLa hwl who tended them. Thoj 
boy sto^ in an open space, and made most extraordinary noises, 
a mixture of a Swiss yodel and a Pawnee wat-whoop ; but tbo 
uncouUi sounds met with responsive grunts and bellows from 
the jungle, and ono by ono tho buffaloes gathered round, most 
of them coming up at a ^Uop. 

“ Ono would hardly give such awkward, stupid-looking creatures 
credit for so mneh attachment,” remarked Slilford. 

“ It is all the way in which they arc brought up,” said his com- 
panion. “They aro reared from theday of their birth os tho Arab 
horse U, in the hut of their master, with tho children rolling over 
their backs. They grow up with the youngsters, and cling to tliom 
through life. I think the buffalo, stupid os bo looks, is a for liner 
character than tho ox ; seo how faithfully ho defends Ids herdsman 
from tlio attacks of tigers ; and I will tell you how the attachment 
of ono of these animals saved tho life of her master in time of 
war. 

"I ms engaged with some troops against a rebel chief, who in . 
his blind folly thought that ho could assume the aggressive against 
the 'British Government, and a good thrashing ho got for his pains. 
The day after the action was employed in scouring tho neighbour- 
ing jungles, with a view to preventing tho t(M)Tgamzation of tho 
scattered forces of the enemy, and amongst other prisoners taken 
was a man who was evidently not a eoldicr, but a camp-follower or 
uanget-on of tho chief, who was seized arith bis wife, mother, and a 
buffaloes. Of course when the manwasBocurcdltold thowomen 
they might go. The wife, a handsome Brahmin girl, throw herself 
at ieet, ana 'begged mo to let her husband go, and, finding I 
could n^ do so, she tried the othcrtack, and abused me like a little 
nothing could bo done for her j I did not feel 
justiued m liberating the man, and wo marched off, leaving her 
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and tho old •woman to foUo'w. The buffalo dashed off into the 
Jungle as soon as the prisoners Trere soiioundod by the soldiers. 

“Well, y?e had a Jong and fatigaing march to mate through 
■wild country, -winding along the bottom of the valleys, and occa- 
sionally fihimishing over hills through thick brushwood. The 
buffalo all the time never lost eight of her master, though she 
■would not come near the red coats of the Sepoys. Ifow and then 
in the thickest Jungle the prisoner -would make a call, which met 
invariably 'with an answering grunt, and the faithful animal would 
come crashing through the thicket and stop short rrith a beliow 
■when she saw the troops. About three o'clock wo called a halt by 
the side of a small stream ; wo were hot, and, tired, and hungry ; 
none of us had had any solid food for many hours. The Brahmin 
looted at me, and said, ‘ Sahib, if yon will untie my hands, I -will 
give you all milk.’ "NVe did so, and he called to his buffalo again. 
She came, hut would not approach the troops. ‘Sahib, you must 
Jet me go to her; slie will not come near you. I will aot nw 
away,’ he added. ‘Very wc!^ my good friend,’ I replied, ‘you 
shall go to lier, but mind, if you ruo, this rifle never fails, and you 
shall be dropped dead before you go three yards.* ‘ Nay, sahib, I 
have said I will not run away.' So he took a bra.^ lotali from ono 
of the Sepoys, and went np and milked his buffilo, and came back 
to bondage again. Well, in the evening a court-martial -was held 
on all tho prisoner^ who, os rebels, wore sentenced to desath ; but 
n saving clause was found for the owner of the huILilo. We 
could not find in our hearts to he hard on liuu, and as ho h.ad not 
been found amongst the fighting-men wo told him to bo off. 
-With a la\r prostration he mumiurod blessings on our heads, and 
bounded off into tho Junglt The last we hoard of him ^ya9 his 
call to his buffalo, and tlie' answering grunt os she ran to meet 
Um.” 

“ "What became of the -wifo 1 ” 

“I don’t know. I hope she and thcold mother fell in with the 
husband soon, and that the fright tlicy received, as well as the 
demcnQ’ shown to liim, prevented their c^cr joining a rebellion 
again.” 

They were now in their ramp again, which rras pitched near 
the Dak Bungalow, and they intended to dmo and sleep in their 
tents, as being more free from cockroaches and other enulier cattle 
than the house. 

■ Moula here came up, and had a low and earnest eonvemtien 
with Milfoid. 
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. “Tlic T-nlk is a regular ifiavdo icntalorc, Fonlliam, Kud llic 
young man, laugliingj “lie wants too to go out with him alter 
dinner, to Bomo pool in the jungles, three or four miles oft 

“Ilmowtho place,” said the other. “Moula Iiaa given up his 
persuasive powers on me now ; my old hones want more rest than 
can he had on the branch of a tree, hut you arc Burc to get some- 
thing there, as there is not another drop of water for miles round, • 
save in the big lank hero. It’s a tigerish road, however, and we 
have no elephant with ua” 

I “‘Well, it’s not quite in mycomniisstOQ ‘for to lie eaten by woild 
'I bastes,’ as on Irish friend of mine used to say of tiger-hunting, but 
^ we’ll try it after dinner.” 

At nine o’clock that evening, in the glorious light of the full moon 
in an unclouded sky, lIQionl and the Lalla, armed to the tectli, set 
off on their lonely walk through the jungle, a proceeding by no 
means devoid of danger, for thoug'h the regular beat of the man- 
eater of Koraio was along the main road, still there were other tigers 
in abundance, even if be himself hod not taken a wandering fit in 
the direction they were going. However, they were bent on their 
expedition, and strode along at a rapid pace over the gravelly path, 
which led through the forest skirting the base of the hills. The 
places where they kept the keenest look-out were the little 
sandy nullahs, of widen they had many to cross. At one place 
they were startled by a sounder of wild pigs dasliing over tho road, 
but Uicso were the only animals they came across. After an hour’s 
brisk walking, they came upon an open space, where some years 
before there had been a small vdlagc, of which now not a trace 
remained, save a little deep tank, which held water all the year 
round, and was greatly used now by the beasts of the forest. At 
one comer stood a stunted dhaoura tree,* the highest branch of 
which, capable of bearing the weight of two men, was certainly not 
more thrm ten feet from tho ground j but there was no other tree 
near, and into this they climbed, and by lashing a couple of poles 
between the forks of the branches, mado a rude seat, on which they 
perched themselves, and wailed. Milford had taken a strong cup 
of coffee ■\rilbout milk before starting, to keep himself awake, and 
he thought, as he sat with his legs dangling, that it was hardly the 
placo for ncKlding ; it was dlfhcolt enough to keep himself steady as 
it wa^ Md he began after a while to think ho had been rash in 
co mmi tting himself to stay all night like an ape on tho branch of a 
tree. He was already begiimii^to feel rather crampy, and pulling 
* CflM«stTasktt/U[a. 
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out lu3 watcli he held it ina'tayof moonlight, and eawit was nearly 
midnight. 

“ Sahib,” whispered the ZdUa, “I see some animal coming down 
from the jungle on the opposite side ot the tank.” 

" So do I,” replied Milford ; “ what is it, IToula ! " 

“I don’t know, my lord, hnt I think it is a tiger: Jjc is sure to 
' come to this comer to drink, for the bank is steep all round but 
here, and this is the regular place, so look out, sahib, on your aide.” 

Milford placed so that his gun commanded his left front, 

and anxioudy waited. IVhalerer the nnimal nTUv it was extremely 
cautious, for, slinking back into the shadow of the jungle, it skirted 
tho thicket on its way round, and could hardly be made out. Tho 
young sportsman waited and waited, and had almost lost hope, when 
tho Lalla quietly pressed lua tbig^ and made a backward motion 
with his thumb. 

As Milfonl looked over his rigid shonlder, hia eyes met those of 
a large tiger, who stood in the bright light of tho moon, with his 
head raised, staring fall at the occupants of tlio tree. 

It had a most startling effect, ami for a second curdlctl the young 
fellow’s blood. The largo green eyes scintillating with phosphores- 
cent light dxod on lus, tho close firosiiaiiy, almost within a boimd, 
of tho animal, tho surprise of b.nTing the tables turned, ns it were, 
for a second were too much, and tho two stared at each otliorin 
blank amazement. But it was only for n second, and beroapractico 
of Milford’s boyish days stood him In gooil stead. T7h“n ho began 
Ilia sporting c.arcer by popping at thrushes and blackbirds, or at the 
rabbits on tho Femdalo estate, ho list! an old single-batrcl gun, tho 
terror of his mother, irbieb, though ho assured her it was a most 
excellent, wcU-behns*^ weapon, kicfceil most furiously, to much so 
as to make his shoulder quite soro after .a day's work; so he 
practised stcaddy with the left shoulder, and after a time ho could 
shoot n-ith either which happened tube unbniiscd. S<^ on this occa* 
sion, 03 he could not iK»*ibly get round on the l»ugh, ho brought 
his rillo to the left shoulder, and fired full into tho tiger’s chest. Tho 
animal reared on receiving tho shot, and fell over, struggling vi.v 
lently ; then, getting up, ho plunged into the thicket, where they 
heard him tumbling about and groaning, and made quite euro of 
getting him in the morning ; but, nhw for tho many slips betn eon 
the cup of euccc.‘>-s and the lip of tho hunter t 

"ttnicn morning dawned and they canHoualy descended the tree 
and peered about, tho tiger was not to ho ^eon. A pool of Mool lay 
on tho ground under the tree, and a plain track led into the jungle. 
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Ilalf-wny on the road loack to Ivoraic, vrhiUicr Ibcy ■were going for 
a^-iistance, they met a herd of boffnlocs, and got tno man to (Invo 
them back. Taking up tlic trad from the first i>ool of blood, they 
tracked him to where they had heard Idm gioaning, where was 
another largo stain } from this the trail led to a deep, dark, rocky 
Tavine, to go down which in search of a wounded tiger would Invo 
been madness, and there they were obliged to leave him. 

The henisinan declared that ho would die, and that in a few days 
they would descend and see \ but that aras small consolation to 
poor Ernest Jlilfotd, who inoumctl tlio loss of tho trophy, 
although there was some satisfaction in having rid tho coimtry of 
another scourge. Tho lalla decided from the frothy appcatanco of 
the blood tliat his wounds wero mortal, and through the lungs. He 
hurled dou-n rocks into tho gloomy depths below, and shouted till 
ho was hoarse, but no responding growl or groan could bo heard, and 
_ so convinced did he seem, of tho tiger’s death, that ho would liavc 
gone down to look had not Milford rostrained him- Promising tho 
herdsmen a reward if they could secure him the skull, Milford 
retraced his steps to Koraio, rather disgusted at his misfortunes. 

Thoso who have praetbod much night-shooting in Indian jungles 
will sympathise 'ritli our young friend, for many must have been 
their failures. Even in broad daylight, with every facility for im- 
mediately following up a wounded tiger, how often in the rocky 
lulls of Central India does ho escape ! and at night, unless tho 
bullet lays lum bw at once, tho hours between midnight and dawn 
ate spent in crawling away and liuling in some inaccessible place, and 
tho baffled hunter has to go homo empty-handed, as did our young 
friend Ernest on this occasion. 

Ttonx Koraio they mado a rapid march to Allilnitta, on the banks 
of tho Pench — a dreary, wild tract, into which they had to cany 
all their own supplies, there bcingno village. Hero they encamped 
under a splendid old banyan tree, ono jwculiar feature of which was, 
tliat the enormous centre trunk was split in half, and had a passage 
through it, so that Fordhani’s tent being on ono side, and tho kitchen 
tent on tho other, the servants passed through tho tree instead of 
going round outside. 

t Hero they got somo spotted deer, but tho jungle was very tliick, 

1 and abounded with tigers, from their tracks, though they 

dill not corn© across any. The weather was excessively hot, and a.s 
their supply of provisions was limited, they were obliged to mako 
forcetl marches, and stay a very diort timo at each place. It was 
a very wild part of tho country ; for miles along tho river Pencil 
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there was not a human Iiabitation ; thousands of acres, which may 
tiltimately come imder the plongh were covered with forest, which 
afterwards lormet} one of the Government timber preserves. Here 
used to grow the finest teak trees of the district, hut they had been 
considerably thinned by the hlahratta princes, in whose palaces and 
pleasure-houses massive carved teak wood is much mingled with 
masonry. As yet the name of a railroad was unkno^vn in the 
land, and the noble 6aj,*and kooha,! and tho umbrageous rohnec J 
grew scathless from tho contractor's axe, and made a pleasant 
feature in the landscape. Nylgaic and sambur abounded, and 
several fell to the rifles of oor friends as they explored the hills 
of Salamgurh and Chikhulkharce. 

Towards the end of the week they found themselves at Dongcr- 
taJ, or rather at the little a^seent village of Deohpar on the Ihglr 
road, where was a D.ik Bungalow. 

The day after their arrival hClford %vas initiated by tho Patli.in 
laalgoozar of Dongertill in the art of shooting nyJgaie from a cart. 
At daybreak the young Palhan was lo attemhnee at tho bungalow 
with a neat little kbanchor, or email low-u heeled gig, to wliich 
were yoked a pair of beautiful white oxen, of a breed for which 
Bongcrtal is famous ; spottcssly white, with silky coats, and large 
<lark antelope eyes, they looked as spin'U^ as they afterwards provtu. 
Eight miles an hour is an onliniiy preo for these rattle^ and some 
con trot even ten miles %ritb c.'isc. 

Long before Iho sun was up they wcrctrotting incrrilynlong toward^ 
tho hills, past tho village of Dongcrliil, the quiet lake and the old 
fort, and on towards the ho.vvy jungle. TJio malgooz-ir drove, and 
3filford rat on a good thick of straw ^v^th a blanket thrown 
. over it, with his legs dangling over the back of the klianchur, an 
arrangement whicJi was more ccufortablo to him tlian the orthodox 
method of sitting : for English legs arc rot given lo double up like 
pocket-compasses ; and then, again, the cLasticity of tho bed of stnw 
made up for tho want of springs which waa no small coii-ddcration, 
taking into account the state of the roads, wluch were cart tracks of 
tho rudest description. 

Tho little bullocks trotted away cheerily, over hill anti doom 
dale, and at last they came within sight of a lienl of nylgii'*, for 
which the Pathan headed liigpair, keeping a few points ofT. Milfonl 
watched the process with interest, detennined not lo lire till they 
could get close enough to frighten the animals ; he did not feel very 
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Icccn alxiut Ihis eorfc of sport, wliicli seemed lo liim rather like 
hutebery, and thero wa'i ono gsdlant old hull in tlio herd tliat ho 
longed to havo out on tho plain with a good liorso under hinn This 
was a poaching sort of business after all, and not ono to bo proud of; 
however, it was hut onco in a way ho was likely to make use of it, 
and it would not do to disappoint Iiis friend tho malgoozar. 
Tlioughts such as these drifted through hia hrain, as tho Patlian 
drove his little bullocks quite close up to the herd, and tho females 
and calves began to trot off, hut the old bull still stood facing 
them. 

“ Now, sahib, now is your time,” whispered tho malgoozar. 

Tdilford jumped off tho cart, and, aiming full at the bull’s whito 
chest, fired, lie dropped to Uio 8hot,8ccm5ngly dead ; tho Pathan 
ran forward, and unsheathed his J^ife, hut now the nylghau 
began to kick vigorously. Milford rested his gun against n tree, , 
and tan up lo help, but tho animal rose suddenly to his legs, 
and, Bending them flying with a few vigorous kicks, plunged into 
the tluckot. The young EngUslunan could not help laughing at 
tho rueful countenance of his companion, as he picked himself up. 

However, the blue bull liad to bo followed, so they dashed after him 
as soon as they liad iccovciod from their astonisliment. Not a 
trace of him ^ra3 to bo found ; they circled round, narrowing their 
rings to a central point, but to no avail, and were just on tho 
point of giving up tho search, when BlUford, to Jtis surprise, sau* 
lum standing about thirty yards oH broadside on- He immediately 
gave him a barrel, and whilo the answering thud told of the shot 
liaving taken effect, it produced no change in the attitude of the 
beast, lleio was a curious thing; it could not bo dead in that 
erect posture — then why no movement? The young Pathanmut- 
tcr(^ “Bismillah! kya tajoob ko l»tl” Llilfotd was about to fire 
again, when ho thought ho would go closer up ; the bull was 
standing with his legs straddled wide opart, and liis neck and head 
®^5'^ched out as if in a trance. Tho young sportsman went up to 
within a yard or two, but there was no movement ; bo raising his 
rifle and taking his aim at tho poor beast’s ear, ho fired, and with a 
hoarse bellow tho bull fell and breathed his last. The only reason 
for this eccentric proceeding was the probability of tho internal 
hemorthage choking up his windpipe, and cavaing suffocation, though 
tho young Patlmn seemed lo t hink there was something “ no canny ” 
about it. 

Tho whole affair was, however, but little pleasing to Milford - 
there was a tameness alwut it which took away from the 83 tisfai> 
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tion which the huuter feels aftwhehas had a straggle forhisqaany; 
and as the young man looked at his blue bull, he \\'ishc(l the olil 
fellow irero still roaming the hilk. It seemed to him a me.in 
advantage ; as the animals are so accustomed to como across the 
villagers’ they take no heed of them. Fonlham liad predicted 
lie would find it tamo wort, and so it had proved. However, the 
Pathan was pleased, and theic would be meat for the poor, and 
this last was the saving clause j and they trotted back to send a 
larger cart for the bull 

In the evening the friends walked over to the mins of the old 
fort, built by Tiy Khan, the adventurer. Very liltio of it now 
remains, save the outer walk and a chamber or two overa gateway, 
in which an old /nicer had t^enup lusabode. Pcliind the strong- 
hold rose a rugged hill, and on the other side the waters of Danger- 
till reflected the loopholed battlements of the red sandstone towers. 
Within all was a duos of broken stone .and slanted ghmh?, and the 
solo living creature, save the birds and the bright-cyed lixanls, wM 
tho decrepit old n-sceti'c who now hobbled to meet them. 

“Allali toojti klieyt kurrey, baba I ” chanted the old nan In a 
r/uftVering vcucc. 

Fordliasi, who knew tho habits and customs of tho devotees or 
religionists, bettor Ilian most Europeans, repheJ, “S.ilaam Id, eboh 
sahib ; ” and held out a fow small coins. 

As they dropped into tho fatecr's palsied palm, a.s ho stood rest- 
ing himself on a long staff, tho oM man peered into tho face of Uie 
donor, and said, 

“It is not like your race, sahib, to give aught to the fakeer raie ‘ 
the alms of the stick, and you know tho forms of address of my 
people, loo.” 

“ I have lived among your people long, and who would lift a 
finger against ffti old man like you, daila 1” 

“All, all ore not like you, bnl wo bring it on onrsclves. Tli^re 
are fakoers as wcH as fakeers Ifis/iurm,* and thev bring 

6ti«picion on all ohke." 

“But wliat makes you live hero all alone by yourself, oU 
fnend t ” 

“Ay, what, indeedt Time was, sohilj, when these trembling 
hands wieldpl the sword and the lance ; tiino was when no horn- 
conid filiake off these sljffjointcd limbs; bat tho war-pnll* i* over, 
and I am on the tunveipit, or path to lic-aven. Xfy j.raycrv and 
my meditatioas are now my weapons; and here all is peace. n<e 

• f.7.a*rT;>, Le., v.tUcvtUsnw; rMtvra, »i:b |&c u«. 
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birOs in tbc bushes, the lizanla glide over tho etone?, and they 
bask in the light that ^Ulali pours on ns all ; there is no bickering 
and strife amongst them." 

“Yet, shall sahib, the scream of the hawk as she darts on her 
prey, and the snarl of the panther in these hills at night, must tell 
you of war amongst the creatures that surround you.” 

“True, my son, true it is what yon say, thcio is war and destruc- 
tion wherever we go j bnt with these tlie motive is different ) the 
pangs of unthinking hunger in the bmte are not irickcdncss before 
Allali, but tlie strife of mankind has its origin in hatred and malice, 
and the deadliest sins." • 

“I say, Ernest,” said his companion, “I like this old fellow, 
there is something superior about liim, and I should like to have 
some further conTcrsalion with him. I am afraid tho delay will 
bore yon, Would you like to look round the place for game whilst 
I sit hem and have a chat, and you could pick me up again when 
you have made tho round of tho tank and lull t There arc lots p£ 
pea-fowl if nothing else starts up. Eat, mind you, I don’t want to 
get rid of you if you would prefer to stay } only 1 thought you were 
getting bored.” 

“■Well,” answered tho young man, laughing, "1 cannot follow the 
old gentleman in all Ins sentences, so 1 think I will take a stroll 
round, and afteru-ards you can tell me what ho has had to say." 

As soon as tho young sportsman strode off with his gun across his 
shoulder, Fordham sat down on a dab of stone outside the fort gate, 
and told tho old fakeer, in a kindly way, to sit down and have a t-ilk. 

“Ilamit,” said he, nring a term of the highest respect applied by 
blahomcdans to those who take upon themselves sacred vows, “you 
ate well stricken in years, and must have seen much in your lifetime.” 

“Eigbty-and-fivc years liave I lived, and much evil have I seen. 
1 have travelled in my time far and wide ; the cities and shrines of 
tho saints from Delhi to the Deccan have I seen, and twice have I 
made the pilgrimage to Mecca.” 

“And you come to end your days like an owl in a mined old 
fort Is this well, my friend 1 ” 

“ ^d why nett Have I not said hero is peace? I want no food 
—1 have m(^ laid on my doorstep by the people of the place tlian 
I can cat ; the air is good, and the waters of the lake are os pure 
almost as those of the Bccr-i-tcm-zcm.* I forget the strife of the 
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■bolb slam by Ibeir cncmifesl Tlie'wftyfl of tlm Infinite are 
— ^vrlie bnovrsi — Ihcio may be those o£ Iho Cliristian faith witii 
■whom the angels Hoontirand Nuheer may find no fault, and to 
whom the bridge of AI Sirat, whicli is ns sharp as the edge of a 
sword, may be as broad as a cartway. 'Hnio was when I deemed it 
impossible, bat now I wait to see ; the solution ia at hand, and the 
wind of the angel Ista-eel is fanning my check.” 

• “Arc you a natwe of these parts, Hajeo Sahibf” asked the 
Englishman carelessly. . 

“I would answer that question usually by saying that, irherc 
theio ia'o sod below and a sky abo’re, there is tho native land of 
the fakcet. But you ate a man of discretion, saliib, and a man of 
learning, and my heart yearns towards yon. Hear, then, my story, 
but repeat it not to the inhabitants of this place. What would it 
profit them to know that tho hermit whom they have fed with the 
bread of charity was tho Kawab Khan llahotncd Khan, a direct 
descendant of Dewan HahomeJ Taj Khan, tho builder of the 
fortV’ 

Tho history of his life arhich the old hermit gave Fordham was 
noted dov.-n on the hUer’o return to his camp, and from tho memo- 
' randum ho afterwards claboratcil the story which appears in tho 
following pages- MTien tho aged rccluso had finished his narration 
the gloom of night had settled over tlic still waters, and some of 
Fo'nlliam’s servants, occompanicil by the malgoozar, came in search 
of the sahibs who had walked out unattended. llUford liad re- 
turned after an unsuccessful quest, and was sitting besido Fordham, 
■wondering at the animation shown by the old fakecr, whose rapiil 
sentences, much interlarded with Persian, wore somewhat unintelli- 
gible to him. Tlie story was ended, and Fordham rose to go before 
the torch-bcarers approached. He promised the old man lie would 
keep hU secret till the proper time, and said that if ho came to tlio 
station hc■^TCluld give him a house to stay in. Tho aged pilgrim 
strotched forth Hs hands over the Englishman’s head, and invokwl 
a blessing ; and, turning to hlilfotd, lie told liim that he was like 
tho young e.iglc, proud in tho stren^h of his youth, but the wonls ' 
of one who had seen and suffered mudt in fourscore-nnd-five years 
were ns tho drops of water cherishing the tender plant. He liimself 
had been M bravo, and daring and ^dlant..and in tlio pride of his 
heart had done much evil, and Azazccl had dwelt in his bosom ; 
but Allah had opened Ids eyta at last. And then he concluded, in 
. almost the •n'oixls of our own Scriptures, that there were three things 
that would bring peace nt last to both young and old : to do justice, 



and to love mcrcv, and to vralfc homW/ beforo GoiL So saying tbo 
old hermit again stretched forth bis hands, and blessed Uietn, and 
retreated into his chamber, whilst the two Englishmen walked dosvn 
to meet their attendants. 

TJjcy left Dongertll on their return to the higher plateau next 
day, tho weather ^ing too mum for comfort below the ghil.% and 
on the way back Milford received from Iiis companion tho following 
story founded on the ascetic’s narrative. 

Early one morning, in tlio year 1701, as tho pearly grey of da'vn 
waa giving idicc to the bright etrealcs mid flashes of canaiae ami 
gold which heralded the eulveut of the sun in the eastern sky, a 
fiolitaiy horseman rode at a foot-pace towards tho to^^^ of Clinppora. 
lie was young, ubeut sis or cight-and-twenty years of ngc, of frank, 
open countenance, but \viU» a firm chin and compresscil juoutlj, 
w-hicli, with a sjjarp picreingeye, told of a daring soul The young 
Pathan — for so ho was— was attired os a ^^a^rier of the time : a 
steel morion, inlaid with gold of Giy'crateo work, with a falling 
curtain of chain mail, covered lib head, and was bound round xvilli 
ft gay scfttf. A sitirt of chain man covered ids body, and massbo 
gauntlets of inlaid steel protected his arms from the wrist to the 
elbow, A light round black shield, with bosses of polished brass, 
>va3 slung at Ins back, and liis only ©ffensivo weapon wm n tulwar, 
or Mimitar, of unusual siio and curvature. It was a weapon of 
which tho owner was justly proud, for Iio was noted for hfs still in 
tho uso of it. Tho blade, oi tho purest Daimuccnc-waterod steel, 
was inlaid on tho one siito with pious rcntenccs from tho Koran, 
and on tho other side with tho jinines of hh ancestors who had 
fio«>e<<3ed it l>efen! him, and to which ho hoi>ed mkio day to odd 
ms omi srilli honour. 
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Ihr* soutViern face ol Ihe Uul'i wnge, at\«l tJiCU Uc kaw tlic town of 
Qliappara lying teforo liini, ivilli its groves of Jnango trees, iioK 
dotted with the tents of a liiTgi*cami\ for Bnkht Uulaml, the Kajali 
of Deogurh, was there inspecting the territorj' wliicli had wen 
leccntly Qsaign<id to Iditv hy Xatendra Sail, tlio (joiid prince, whom 
he liad assisted iu i-cgaining his kingdom. 

Tlio ruler of Deogurh was a warlike prince, hy hirth a Gond, but 
a Slahorncdan by conversion j in orvlcr to consolidate his power lie 
had visiteil the court of tho Jlogul emperor at Delhi, anil wa** 
mduced to bccomo a MussuhiiaiL llo was a man of gitsat strength 
of character and energy j and be not only extendeil his territories 
by conquest, but improved them by strict attenCion to order and 
regularity in hia government. Industrious agriculturists from other 
parts of India wore encouraged to settle. Arts and manufactures 
improved, and all men of ability, whether Hindoos or Slahomcdars, 
found ample patronage at his hands. During liis reign Azira Khan 
of Barba, and Londey Khan of Sconce, or Ciiownrco as it was then 
called, trro BatUan, fcuiUtorics of Natcndra Sah, Hajah of Gurha 
Mundla, broke out into rclielUon against that prince, who wis 
already much weakened by a contest against tw o usurping cousins, 

• whom he l«id just overcome. Katcndta Sah appealed to Dukht 
Bulaud, who, coming to his assistance, dofeatcil the rebels, who 
wero both slain. Then, m gratitude to lus friend for his aid, 
Kaicodra Stdi gave him tho district of Seoneo with Kuttunghec 
and Ketola, and thus it was that Bukht Buland was encamped at 
Chnpparo. 

Ojx the further side of the tivei was the camp of tho Tiiakoot of 
Sulema, who had come to psy Ids respects to Ids now lord. The 
yoMg Pathan’s heart beat high at the sight. “ If God ndUetli it,” 
said he to himself, “ I will find favour m tho sight of Rajah Buklit 
Buland, and tlien, if thora bo w.it, liol Allah ho Akbar ! ” ho shouted, 
shaking his hand aloft as though bo brandished his sword, at which 
the roan plunged and Twircd twice m tho air, without, however, 
discomposing his rider’s seat in the least. 

A sound of drums and lioins now made the young soldier look 
out ahead, and as he apjwoachcd tho town ho noticed a gallant 
cai alcade issuing forth from tho camp. 

i irsb came runners bearin," ttbccc uuuyvi, pioclaigiipjj; tl.vi 
titles of their princo ; then a toll of kcttlc-ilrums ptoclaimcd the 
advent of a body of cavalry ; then some elephants l)c.iring officers 
of slate, followed by another liodj of cavalry; then a body of 
musicians and singers, reheatsit^; llic glories of tliclc lord, preceded, 

12—2 
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a huge tusker elephant, flanked hj two lines of horsemen, and from 
the silver howdah and regal unihtella the young Pathnn knew that 
the short, swarthy man, dmssed in simple white, whose attendants 
fanned him with peacocks’ feathers, was none other than Eajah 
Bukht Buland- Springing from his hoise os the rajah passed, the 
trooper made a low obeisance, and, as the retinue swept past, he 
vaulted to his saddle, and joined the throng of horsemen that 
followed. 

Bukht Buiand, like all warlike cliiefs of lus time, was passion- 
ately fond of the chase, and this gnuui pageant, which looked like 
a visit of state, if not a going forth to battle, was nothing else than 
a hunting party to some hills in the vicinity, in one of which lived 
an enormous bear, which was the terror of the surrounding villages; 

IVhen the hills were reached the drums and heralds were silenced, 
and the cavalry spread themselves out into the plain on either side, 
to intercept those animals that might break aw-ay. The rajah was 
posted on his elephant at the most promising spot, and the less 
likely posts were assigned to his ofBcers. A small body of horse, 
composed partly of the rajah’s and p-irtly of the thakoor’s troops, 
kept a little bciiind the pnnee, and the young Fathan boldly joined 
this group. Ko questions were asked, for cither side took him to 
be one of the adherents of the other, and as there was no regular 
organization, such os exists in modem escoit parties, ho was safe 
from detection as an interloper. 

The hill was driven by sevcnil hundred men, and matters were 
so arranged that the bear broke out just in front of the nijah. 

Ifow there are many elephants who will stand the fiercest chaigo 
by a tiger who have the greatest fear of a bear, aad tbo huge tusker 
on which Bukht Buiand sat was one of tliesc. No sooner did he 
smell hU foe than ho became unsteady, and at the roar wliich 
answered the prince’s shot, the elephant fairly turned tail, in spite 
of the most strenuous exertions on tbo part of the mahout to keep 
him straight, and there was every probability of his taking altogether 
to flight. The utmost confusion prevailed for some seconds, which 
the young Fathan quickly took advantage of. Springing from his 
horse, ha unsheathed his heavy Hade, and whirling it round his 
head, ho threw himself before the enraged bear. Open-mouthed 
the savage brute rushed at him, but, altering a shout of “Bismillahl 
all rehm.'in, al niheeml''tho tro^r balanced himself for the blow, 
and as though ho were indulging in some liartnloss feat of arms 
delivered a trench.'uit slash ; the bright Wade glanced in the sun* 
liglit like a flash from a thunder-cloud, and, wielded by a nervous 
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arm, with the peculiar drawing cut of tho Indian swordsman, it 
aheared through tho shaggy hair and brawny neck, and a headless 
body rolled on tho ground to the feet of tho rajah's clcphai^. 

Calmly wiping his dripping tulwar on the hoar's hide, the Pathan 
relumed it to its sheath, and, laying the head before the rajah, made 
a low salaam. JIunnura o£“Shabashl shabash, yah Allah 1 kya 
khoob I ” and tho like, reached his cats, but he paid no heed to them. 
Then the rajah spoke: "'Who ate yout" 

"Lordo! tho universe, your slave is a Pathan, byname Sfahomed 
Taj Khan, a resident of PanipuL” 

“Arc you in serviceV 

"Protector of the poor, it is service as a soldier I seek.” 

" You ato young ; liavc you seen aught of w.at 1 ” 

"My lord, your slave’s father fell in battle, and this hand 
avenged tho blow. My grandfather was a leader of horse under 
tho liailahah of Delhi, as bis fallict was before him ; their names 
ate engraved on tho blado of my sword." 

"Ono of a race of warriors, truly," remarked Dukht Bulaml, 
taking a massivo gold chain from his neck and flinging it to tho 
trooper. " Here, wear tlus in token of my approwtion of your 
bravery this day, and present yourself in durbar this afternoon to 
hear OUT further orders.” 

Taj Klian placed tho chain round his neck, and, unbelting Ids 
sword, ho laid it at tho elephant’s feet, and made a low obeisanco 
to tho princo ; then resuming his weapon ho fell back, and, regain- 
ing his horso from a friendly hand, ho followed in the wake of tho 
parly, an object of general attention and envy. 

Bukht Baland >ras by no means an idlo prince. After refresh- 
ment and a little rest, ho spent some hours with his prime minister 
and some of tho leading men of tho place, making enquiries iulo tho 
8t.ito of each section of the district. Tho tehsildais of each division 
were in attendance with the canoongocs and putwarrees of their 
vilbigea, and the fiscal arrangementa were gone into with great 
rainulen^ At last the talooqa of Dongertal was spoken of ; it 
fomed the southern bound.aty of the district, was unproductive and 
T. ^ Gowlccs and Aheers, who were a tnrbulent set. 

A ^ there was no tclisihlar there; tho place nas jungle, and was 
subject to inroads from neighbouring clticfs, and l^ds of Lawless 
^ pondered over tha awhtlo and said, 

*‘ Clearly lh« is a post for a soldier and not a tehsUdar ; let there 
IM an onlcc for a dctichmcnl of my Pnthan cavalry to bo posted at 
Dongerbu, And I will finj a siutable commander.” 
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n Jiupe tasker elephant, Hanltetl hy lire lines of horsemen, and from 
the silver howdiJi and repsl unihtdla the young Pathan knevr that 
the short, swarthy tniuj, dressed ia simple white, whose nltcndants 
fanned him with peacocks’ feathery ww none other than Rtyah 
Bukht lJuIand. Springing from liis horse os the rajah passed, the 
Itnopcr made a low obeisance, and, as tho retinue swept past, he 
vauUwl to his saddle, and joioeci th« throng of horsemen that 
followed. 

Bukht Buland, like all warlike ddefs of his time, was passion- 
ately fond of the chase, and this gran<l pageant, which looked like 
a visit of state, if not a going forth to battle, was nothing else than 
a hunting party to some hills in the vicinity, in one of which lived 
an enormous l)car, avhicJi was tho terror of the surrounding vilbgea 

‘^Vhen the hills were reached thodnunsand heralds were silenced, 
and tho cavolry spread tlicmsclrcs out into the plain on cither side, 
to intercept those animals that might break away. Tlio rajah was 
iiosted on his elephant at tho most promising spot, and the less 
likely posts were assigned to his otBccrs. A small body of horse, 
composed partly of the rajah's and partly of the tbakoor’s troops, 
kept a little bchuid the prtace, ami the young J'adjaa boldly Joined 
this group, ^'o questions wer© asked, for cither side took him to 
ho one of the adherents of tho other, and ns tliere was no regular 
organisation, such oa exists in modem escort parties, ho was safe 
from detection as on intcrlopor. 

The hill was drivea by eevcnii hundred men, and matters were 
so amziged that the bear broke out Just io front of the mjah. 

Now there ore many elephants who will stand the fiercest charge 
Ijy a tiger who hove the greatest fear of a bear, and the huge tusker 
on which Bukht Buland eat was one of these. No sooner did he 
smell his foe than he became unsteady, and at the roar which 
answered the prince's shot, the elcpliont fairly turned tail, in spite 
of the most strenuous exertions on the part of the mahtmt to keep 
him straight, and there was every probability of his taking altogether 
to flight. The utmost confusion prevailed for some seconds, which 
the young I^than quickly took advantage of. Springing from his 
horse, he unsheathed his heavy blad^ and whirlmg it roand his 
head, he tVnew himself before the enraged bear. Open-mouthed 
the savage brute rushed at him, but^ uttering a shoot of “ Bismill^I 
ah leliman, al mhcemi" tho trooper balanced himself for the blow, 
and as though ho were indo^pr^ m some harmless feat of arms 
delivered a trenchant sladi ; the hragbt blade glanced jn the sun- 
light like a flash from a Ihunderdood, and, wielded by a nervous 
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arm, Tvilh the peculiar ilrawing cut o! llie Indian sA^oidstatm, it 
sheared through the shaggy hair and braivny neck, and a headless 
IkkIv rolled on the ground to the feet of tho rajah s elepnatu. 

Calmly vdping hU dripping tulwar on the bear’s hide, the 1 athan 
returned it to its sheath, and, laying tho head before the ^J*h, mado 
n low salaam, hlunuura of“Sha^'>lil sbabash, yah All^t kya 
khoob!”and the like, reached liiscars.hut he paid no heed to them. 
Tlicn the rajah spoke : "'Who are yoni" 

"Lord of Uie universe, your slave isa Palhan, byname Mahomed 
Taj Khan, a resident of Paniput” 

“ Are you in service 1 ” 

"Protector of tho poor, it is service as a soldier I seek.” 

" You ate young ; have you seen aught of war 1 ” 

"My lord, your slave's father fell in battle, and this hand 
avenged tho blow. *My gtandfather was a leader of horse under 
tho Iladshah of Delhi, as his fotlicr was before him ; their names 


are engraved on tho bbdo of my sword." 

"Ono of a race of warriors, truly,” remarked Bukht Buland, 
taking a massive gold chain from bis neck and Hinging it to tho 
trooper. “Hew, wear this in token of my approbation of your 
bravery this day, and present yourself in durbar this afternoon to 
hear our further onlcrs." 

Taj-Kban nheed iho chain round his neck, and, unbelting his 
awofd, ho laid it at tho clcph-anfs feel, and mado a low obeisance 
to tho princo ; then resuming his weapon ho fell back, and, regain- 
ing hU horse from a (nondty hand. Ho followed in tho wako of tho 
party, an object of general attention nnd envy. 

Dukht Buland was by no means an idlo pnnee. After refresh- 
luciit and a little rest, bo spent some hours nith his prime minister 
and somo of tho leading men of the place, making enquiries iuto tho 
state of each sectiou of the district The tchsUchrs of each division 
STcro in attendance with tho ennoongocs and putwarrees of their 
vilUgcs, and tho fiscal arrangements were gone into with creat 
minuten^ At last tho talooqa of Dongortal wa.s spoken of* it 
fotmed the Kut hem^undwy of the district, was unproductive and 
wU— ly ana Ahccta, irbo n-cK a IntluJent set. 

^o, tlia» »a, nn tctoilOar thataj lha place nw jnnsk, and ™ 
diWi, aai Wlesa 

(V* BaW ponaeica o«r tins aavMa and said 
Clearly thia ra a rwt for a sridicr and not a tclisddar • let the» 
V an order tor a deloclrmcnt of my Pallun tatalrr to W r . 
DoneorU, and I rtl End a anitaWo coSante^ to P«tcd at 
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The prime miiuafcr wrote tlm order to the fouzdar, or commander 
of the troops, and the prince sealed it with liis signet. After a few 
more matters the rajah dismissed his council, and retired for awhile 
hefore the grand durbar. This ams held later on in the afternoon, 
under a large shamianah, or canopy supported on many pillars. The 
rajah sat on an elevated musnud, or throne, with one or two of his 
relatives and his principal ofRcers of state near him. On his right 
eat the Thakoor of Sulema ; doAvn each side were ranged a crowd of 
the principal landowners and petty cliicfs of the district, and the 
officers of the forces there assembled. An officer of the court led 
up each in turn, calling out their names and titles, if any, and each 
one presented an olTering of gold mohurs; the military men 
pre^nted their swoitls laid across both hands, which were tonclicd 
by the rajah. The principal presentations being over, the prince 
commanded Taj Jvhan to be brought. 

A murmur of admiration ran round the assembly as tlie sueccssini 
young s^vordsma^ strode up with a manly, soldierdiko bearing, and, 
kneeling down, gracefully oScred his tulwar ; Brikht Tulaod was 
not content with merely touching it as he did the others, but he 
took it in his own hands, and drawing tbo blade scanned it -^rith 
the eye of a connoisseur. 

“ It is good water,” said he, using tho technical expression, “and 
you may use it well Vou'may add your name to your tonhtherB* 
with honour,” he added, reluming it to the young man, who put it 
to his iorrhead, and then siung it to his belt and retirad a pace or 
two, for a motion from the rajah detained him. 

Bnkht Dulond rose and stud in a loud voice : — 

“Eo it known to all that this breve young Palhan. tho son of 
iUnstrious fathers, is appointed by us to bo commander of our 
frontier post at Dongerta}, witii permission to build there a fort for 
tho protection of our territory, and his salary will be chargcablo to 
the revenues of tho raid talooqa of Dongcrt'il so Jong ns ifahomed 
Taj Khan shall serve us faithfully and well." 

The young trooper, thus rafeed beyond his highest dreams, wm 
perhaps more astonished than anyone pre-sont, hut, recovering bis 
presence of mind, ho knelt once more and offered his swoni, swear- 
ing that witJi heart and band ho would faithfully servo so generous 
a prince. 

And well he redeemed Ids vow j ho governed DongcrUl well, 
and look for his master tho foitresa of Sanfpirhce in the adjaiairn 
district of Ehundarn, and die«l there after many jaors of faithful 
service. 
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■\Vc inu«t now prus over eomc yean of Tnj Klian a life, ilunns 
which time he allied himself wilh on ififluenlial I'atlian family of 
Pcrtahg'irh, hy taking one of tho daughters to wife ; she lure liuu 
sons and ruled hia house, for she was a spirited lady, and Taj Khan 
was more afraid of her than ho was of the bear. 

One day, os ha rode out from his fort at IJongertdl, he pa.*scd 
through a small Gowlco village as a hcnl of cattle svere pa'-'ing out 
on their way to their pasture grounds. At the siglit of the 
approaching horseman theysverc panic-slricken, and rushed down 
a narrow hy-lane, np which a girl of about tcvctitccn was advancing ; 
as the drove pas^ licr one vicious animal, excited, mayls?, by her 
red sarec, made a rush at her, but tlio damsel, instead of running 
away, ^Idly scired the bullock by the hom% and with a dexterous 
twist turned it fairly over, and then stood laughing at the success 
of her exploit. 

•« Soobhan Allah t” exclaimed Taj Khan, turning his horse down 
the lane, “ she is fit to be the mother of Samson.” 

Tlio girl was hantlaomc, very liandsome in the eyes of the Pathan, 
for she was moon-faced os they call it, wilh laugliing eyes and 
pearly white teeth, well-rounded limbs which showed an amount of 
muscular strength quite foreign to the tender jdnnls of Iho harem. 
Zuffoon Bceheo was skinny compared with this buxom child of 
nature, and Taj Klian determined to make her his own. It 
nuittcrcd littlo to the reckless soldier of fortune whether she had a 
husband or not— Taj Khan knew little of law, except wliat was 
•written by the point of his sword, and consequently before many 
days were over Luxmec Baic was the inmate of a small outpost as 
Taj Khan’s second wife. Did not the Koran allow him four 
svives 1 then why did he not take her to his own homo at DongctUil 1 
There were several reasons for his not doing bo. Ilis first and 
chief wfe, Zuffoora Becbco, was, os we liavo stated, a l.sdy of 
determined character, and her husband, fearless os he was.diad n 
wholesome dread of her temper ; eccondly, ho did not - 1 % ish to otrend 
her family ; and thirdly, ho was really in love with tho handsome 
Gowlco girl, -who, in her t»OT, seemed equally taken with the 
warlike Pathan, and therefore he had no wish to bring her into 
contact with Zuffoora, with whom his marriage had been one nf 
self-interest, anil whose personal charms were but limited. 

In course of time a daughter was bom to Luxmee, or, as sbe was 
styled since her conversion to tho Mabomedan faith, Sultana Becbco ; 
and after a further period her family was increased by twin sons. 
It was then that Zuffoora Beebee first found out, from tho protracted 
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“ I sliall ^rant somo earth out of a grave before I begin. 

“ Well, go to tUo kuburistau beyond the lake j you ivul firui 
■what you vrant there." 

The earth obtained, ZufToora Bcebeo and tlio old nian shut them- 
solves up in a room by then^lvcs, and, dividing tho mould mto 
two portions, the sorcerer proceeded to make clay of one share, and 
vdth this ho formed a small figure in tho shapo of a ivoman, about 
a span in length. Then he mtSo Iwcnly-ono thin ■wooden spUnters, 
or pegs, over wliicli ho read tho Soora-i-tubut, or 111 th chapter of 
the Koran, backivatds three times, on wbicli ho proceeded to stick 
tho figure full of splinters from liead to foot ; having dono this ho 
shrouded it in tho manner prescribed for burial, and gave it to 
ZufToora Eeebec, •with instructions to bury it in tlio name of her 
rival, who would sicken and die. Tlicn, taking tho test of tho 
earth, he hired, hia head, and repealed tlio Feel, or Soora-i-allum 
tutkeef, the 105th chapter of the Koran, forty-one times over it, 
and, delivering it to his mistress, charged her to throw it on or in 
tho way of tho twin sons, or on their house, and that they, instead 
of loving each other as tivins generally do, would hare throughout 
life tho most inveterate hatted, which would descend to their 
children and causo endless sorrow. Onco more ho took up tho 
earth and cried, 

“ 0 avenger ! 0 great one I 0 Isra-cel ! wo havo raised up 
enmity and ’hatred between them till tho day of resurrection 1 " 
Zuti'oora lleebeo did not sleep long over her vengeanco. Tho 
figuTO was buried in their private ccmetcTy in tho nnmo of Sultana 
lioebec, and she found means of spriaklmg the clnldren with tho 
earth over which tho ciirso had been pronounced. All that ZufToora 
Bcebco desired carao to pass. Sultana Beebeo died within tho year, 
and the twins were perpetually <\uarrelling. Taj Khan, on tho 
death of his favourite ■wile, plunged into war, and stormed and took 
tho fort of Sanguthce, wlicto ho lived and died, not caring to rotnm 
to Dongcrtril. Oosman Khan and Oomrao Klian, tho twin brothers, 
after showing the greatest animority towards each other, took service 
with opr^ing princes, and after many years, in which they both 
gained distinction, they met in battle, and attacked each other with 
such fury that both fell mortally wounded. 

There then remained of tho unfortunato Sultana Bcebeo’s family 
^ two grandsons Khan lilahomcd Khan, whaso fotlior, Oosman Khan, 
had been made a nawab, and endow^ with considerable property 
by the !M3hntt.i prince in whoso servico ho had entered, and Mudar 
Khan, tho son of tho other twin brother, Oomrao Khan, who served 
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under tbs Kiram at tbs Deccan. llcsWe? Ibc.w there -^ras Sit-ira, 
the grnnddaugbter of Sultana ]>eclisc,tlic onlj'chilclof her daughter 
I'ntima, novr a girl of fifteen years of age. Sltara bail Inherited 
nil her gmndraotiicr'* beauty, toftenn! nnd I’Mproved by the ndrm'x- 
turo of tbfi liigh'brcd Tathnn blood. Sultana lleobco’sbe-auty bail 
licen of tlio Amazonian typo ; SiLara Doebce’s waa of a more delicato 
nnd refined nature, Ilotli lier cousins were onjcioua to marry her, 
nnd flbe, unfortunately, rnia llie menas of prolonging the family 
feud. Silnm’s oum inelinaiiotu led her to the ^tiung jiawah, Khan 
Mahomcil Khan. Ho wm hindaomo and brave; llie i«i« of 
n^ gallant ralrrtur, a worthy descendant of hia grandfather, Taj 
Kuan; lio was rcckleas and wibl, it is tree, hut he was bravo and 
generous, and all men epoko well of him — nil, indeed, but his cousin 
Mudar Khan, and he iiated himwithaficndisli hate, Mudar Khtm 
bail the bravery witlioiit tho redeeming qualities of the ether; bo 
was rioted for his eavngc cruelty and vindictiveness, and mnny 
a dark tale ires told of him. No wonder, tlicn, lie looked like 
the /alien Kbiis, the Prince of Dvrl, as bo stood one <liy iriUi 
clonclicd teeth and Itinds, gazing, vritli hatred gleaming out of 
Ilia eyes, at a letter from a confidential agent, stating that liia 
overtwres of marriage to his cousin, Si'tam lieehcc, bad been re- 
jected, and tliat Ida rival, Ivhon bfahotned Khan, was the favoured 
suitor, 

In tho iiicactimc, the mam'ago ccremonlca, wlu'cb nmoogst the 
wealthy nobles are protractc«l for many days, were going on. The 
horoscope of the joung conplo liad been cast, but tlie wise men 
were mitcli puzrlcd about it ; on ominous sign appeared at tlie com- 
mencement, and troubles to follow, which would have been eufficient 
to deter the marriago for a season, did not the subsequent signs 
show a cessation of hostility and advent of peaco as regarded the 
bridegroom, but the bnde’s fufe was not clear. The nioollas 
shook their Leads over it, but the eldest of them advised his 
brethren to let thills go on, and leave their lusnmt in the hands 
of AUali, the disposer of events. Good, it was apparent, wfes to 
come out of evil, and who were they, creatures of earth, to with- 
stand the Almighty decrees 7 8o the arrangements went on. 

Thera was a little garden in front of the women’s apartments in 
the fort, and the wall of the bastion went sheer down into the 
river. One oftemoon, beforo her lover irns e-cpecfed, Sit-ira Beebee 
went out into this garden, and, leaning over the low wall, was 
dreamily looking at the rippling watera, when a young man in a 
plain and almost menial dress — micirho might Jjavo been taken for 
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a groom — led donm the opi>ositcljankof the flrt'amn eplcndid black 
horic, wlio'«‘ trappings, all covcnxl with golil and jewel*, showetl 
tint he was the charger of forao aratliko prince. The young man 
gazed eagerly at Sitara, but the horw, which was tired and thirsty, 
pluiigeil liis nostrils’ into the fitream, and began to drink. The little 
liilies, which in some p.'irls of India arc very tame, and were so 
especially at this place, owing to the existence of a llindcw shrine 
on the river-siile, and their being fed regularly by the priests and 
devotees, kept jumping at the bright tassels of pearls which danglctl 
from the charger's cars, and mado him snort and plunge. 

Instead of trying to pacify tlio friglitcned animal, the young 
• stranger petulantly tore olT the offending pearls and flung tliera into 
the stream, so that the horse might drink in peace, and ho not ho 
disturbed In his admiration of tbo slight girlish liguro on the 
bastion. 

Sitara Becbcc was too much absorbed in her reverie, ns she 
watched the wavelets Upping against the stone wall of the fort, to 
notice this little episode, but the sliarp eyes of a favourite alave^girl 
saw the action of tearing off the ^ms, and she immediately 
exclaimed— 

“ My lady 1 that is no common man, no ordinary groom. TVould 
the slave dare to throw away his master’s pearls 1 Xoj that tan 
prince in disguise, and oh, how handsome he is ! ” 

Sitara, who had noticed the horso more than the man, now per- 
ceived the stranger’s eyes fixed upon her, and, blushing deeply, she 
retired to her own apartments at once. 

Mudar Khan, for the pretended syco was no other than the dis- 
appointed suitor, led his horso back to where ho had left a few 
attendants, and taking from them a white dove and a hawk, ho rotle 
slowly back to the rivet-side. Hero ho attached a small piece of 
paper to the dove’s neck, and throw it in tho air, and as it sped 
across the river he sent the hawk at it Tho poor dove, finding 
itself pursued, darted down into the shrubbery of orange, harsingn, 
and jessamine bushes, which formed the garden of the zenana. 
Sitara Bccbco rushed out to save the fluttering bird, and carried it 
into her room, where she discovered the note. 

Every girl is curious and loves adventure, so she eagerly undid 
the string and opened the paper. It was a passionate appeal to her, 
saying how much he loved her — a thousand times better than that 
dastardly cur, IChan Mahomed, who would flee like a liound at the 
flash of his sabre. Let Sitara Bcebeo only see him, and she would 
know whom to choose. "Why did she give herself up like n lamb 
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to the filaugtitcrcrst lie, l^fudat Kliao, had a beautiful estate, and 
many fonowere ; ho stocKl high in fnrour with Iiis prince. All that 
ho had should bo Sitara's — ^Jewels and fine clothes, suminer-houses 
and gardens ; no queen ms ctct treated as she shodd be. Let her 
think no moro of Khan hfahomed; she had only to go and offer 
prayers and alms on tlio gniTo of their common grandmoUier, 
iSultana Becbee, and he woidd bo in ambush with a troop of horse 
to cany lier off, and a moolla ready to marry them. If slie assented, 
she was to liberate once more the whit© pigeon, and then ho would 
know what to do. 

Sitara's breast licared with anger and her eyes flashed as she 
read this impudent appeal, and, rushing out once more on tho 
bastion, she tore the letter into fragments in his sight, and flung 
tho shreds into the rirer; then, turning, shs fled again into tho 
house, and wept bitterly. 

IMudar Khan ground his teeth as be saw the action he read so 
well, and ho thirsted for rerenge as he rode off. Bidding his atten- 
dants meet liim at a certun Tillage, be rode slowly, and by himself, 
into tho jungle ; there iras a well-defined cattle-track, and, as soon 
ns his people wero out of sight, Mudar Khan pressed his horse to a 
gallop. 

Huf-an-bour’a riding brought him to the foot of some rocky, 
hills, and, making his iray up a steep path, ho soon found himself 
ill front of the mouth of a cave, in which a rude wooden door had 
been fixed. Striking fiercely on this with the hilt of his tulwar 
till the rickety barrier threatened to give way, he shouted, 

“Are you sleeping, O master I or have some of your familiar 
spirits flown away with you!” 

“ Blaspheme not, JIudar Khan," replied a hollow voice, as a wild, 
long-haired, wild-eyed old man, clad in the garb of a fakeer, appeared 
at the entrance. “^Vhydo you seek me again! Did Inot tell you 
I could do nothing for yon I Tho fates are against you. "What is 
written in your tuksecr must come to pass ; I cannot alter it” 

“ Old man,” savagely answered the fiery Pathan, striding a pace 
towards him, and shaking his clenched fist in his face, “none of 
your sophistnes for me. I will not be put off with assertions from 
your lying lips, and if my grandfather, Taj Khan himself, were to 
rise from the grave, I would not take his answer. Call your spirit^ 
bad or good, and I will ask of them.” 

“Rash youth,” rejoined the ascetic, " hast thou courage to face 
the spirits of the dead! T«g Khan himself shall tell tliea thy 
fate.” 
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'Lead on, lead on,”6liouted the impeluoiw soldier : “to Ebli% 
the Lord o! EtU WmscU, ^TiU I cell myself, taUict tliau forego luy 
vengeance,” , . » n 

"Enter, then," replied the hermit; enter, rest, and eat, lor uiy 
' spirits must not quail at what thou seest” 

"Quail, old man! the word is unknovm to a Pathan and a 
soldier.” 

" Ay, ay, that is all very arell, but the demons I rai«o avill jnalcc 
the stoutest heart quail sometimes. Here, sit you down, avhilst 
I get you some water to avaah your liands with, and then cat,” 

The place they aveto in aras a cavo the sire of a moderate 
room. At one end hung a curiam; a rude basin and ewer stood in 
a comer, and a bed of dry branches formed the sleeping place of 
the faVccr. There was not a particle of comfort of any kind, and, 
save for the curtain and ewer, the place might have been the den 
of aarildboar. 

Having placed the basin before his guest, and poured water over 
Hs hands, the hermit retired behind the curtain, whence the' Khan 
* c^d hear certain mumblings and mutterings. In a short tune the 
old man reappeared with a tray, on which there was a smoking 
pUao, and several dishes of meats and confcctionciy. 

"■\Vhat is all this tomfoolery fori” shrilly asked iludat Kliau ; 
“do you think I came here to fcasti” 

"Eat,” replied the fakecr, curtly. 

“Eat, indeed,” grumbled the soldier, on whom the savoury smell 
of the viands began to nuke some impression ; “ eat, indeed I You 
are a nice, losniious old sybarite, to turn out such dinners as these ; 
they don’t seem to do you much good, though, and doubtless you 
have a fair cook behind yon curtain.” 

"Peace, idle babbler,” returned the old man, sternly; "cat and 
be thankful thou hast food, and ask not wlicnco it comes ; there is 
no other human soul besides ourselves vvitliin many inilcs, and 
parched peas and water ore all that pa-vi my lips.” 

" BismiUah 1 " ansivcrcd the reckless Patlian ; " be the devil your 
cook or not, tWs pilao is first-rale, and the kawabs arc worthy of 
the chief of his highness the Nizam’s l>a^vurchcea." 

The dmner ended, the hermit removed the tray, and told his 
guest to wash and say his prayers. Jludar Klian did so, and 
went through the prescribed genuflexions ; and when he liad 
made an end, ho found the old man waiting, and beckoning him 
to follow. 

Passing under the curtain, the Khan found himself in a vast 
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cavern. "NMiat tlio extent was he could not make out, for the only 
light was that emitted from a bnuier, placed on the floor a few feet 
from the entrance. Tliere was a cold damp air, and, ns the Kits 
noiselessly flitted about, the wuird aspect of the pI.ico struck a chiJl 
to the heart of tho young soldier, who, till then, had been a stningor 
to fear. 

Checking his usual riKildiy, lie attralircly watched tho old 
hermit, who was busy drauung witli great exactitudo certain gconi» 
ctrical figures on the floor, in tho ceiitiu of which ho placed him- 
self and lu3 guest with tho hnuicr of cliarcoah’ In each section of 
tho figure wore written invocations in the Arabic character, and 
certain miinbers. 

Motioning to lus companion to keep strict silence, the fakeer 
began to read rapidly eentenccii in tho Arabic tongue, casting 
at the 8.iine time spices and perfumes on tfio braricr, raising n 
thick cloud of smoke. Tlicn Iio cried, with a loud voice, 

"0 bo prejsentl bo present, kings of genii, Bukfaneos and 
Dukhecanoos, Ilooloanoos and Tumoost By the oath of Solomon, 
tho son of Bavid, I adjure you. By tho aid of Jibrneel, McckaecI, 
Isra-eel, and Ismfecl, I command yon! Be nresent, bo present! " 
Leaving liu guest kneeling, tho ascetic had risen to his full 
height, and now stoo<l with his arms stretched forth alovehishead. 
Tho smoko of tho bnuuT seemed to cildy round and round till it 
fonned a dark spiral column, from tho centre of which lurid flashes 
of light occasionally broke forth. 

"it is well that thou hast come, O Jinn t hto (heo hence, and 
summon the spirit of Taj Khm.” 

Tho column sccntc<l to dusoirr, ond thick smoko rolled over tho 
j.l.aco again, whilst tho hermit went cm rapidly repeating invocations 
« ndtng with another cry of " Voli t reraeei-o I I'ah Ifoar-o f l-o 
prwnt, Iw jiiTflcnt 1" 
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liead bacV, and expired tfHIi hatred sUU ghaniuig owt of !»« 

eye?. , , . , T 1 

*‘Ya Soolih-inl” exdiimcd tho honor-i^ttitVcn cluef, * i Uavo 
eLim my brother, the ton of my undo } j’ct, Thou knowest I knevr 
Hm not, and bo bated mo vfitU billot liatc. Truly tho curso on 
Sullnua Ijcebeo follorreUi her descondanL?. Oh, unfortunate oiicl 
avliat led thee to pursue lUy fate to IbU bitter cud f 1\ as thcro riot 
room in the world for us both T " 

Here piercing shrieks from Sitara’a attendants recalled the young 
Palban’s attention from his foe, and he Hew to tho side of her 
litter; but, alas! more and keener grief was in store for him, 
and nature could bear no more, and he fell senseless by her side. 

Sitara avas dead 1 a stray bullet had penetrated tho crimson velvet 
bangings of her litter, and bad pierced her heart, anil she lay as 
though asleep. In this state her attendants had found her, irhcn, 
seeing she made no sign, or answered when they spoke, they ven* 
turcil to open her curtains. 

Our story now draws to a close. Tlie wedding march was turned 
into a funeral one, and \vniling and mourning took the placo of joy* 

■ fol music, songs, and the twinkling feet of dancing girls. 

Khan Maliomed, when ho came to himself, gave not way to idle 
lamentations ; he sternly hushed tho wailing and weeping, and made 
the procession fall m again. Ho ordered tho Ixnly of 3Iudar Khan 
to be made over to hia own people by the hamls of such prisoners 
as were taken j then he made forced marches to his own fort, wlicro 
Sitara Bcebee svas buried with ptc.st pomp, and a beautiful tomb 
built over her, sntU a mosc;uc and imambara attached to it. Hero 
lie located pious men le,amcd in the faith, and entered himself as a 
disciple, "inicn the work was completed lie renounced his lands 
and retainers in favour of a Italf-brothcr of Sitara Hpcbce, whom ho 
made Ids heir, and, endowing several nioaquos and shrines with his 
vast personal wealth, ho donned the hahit of a fakecr, and went to 
. Mec^ Eetuming thence, Lc spent Ills life in visiting the shrines 
of all the saint^ and at tho closo of life crept hock to dio in tho 
chamber in which, a century before, ZufToora, the wife of Taj Khan, 
had worked out tho evil wlucb bad tested on Ids bouse from genet* 
ntion to generation. 


13 — 2 
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the flaraos, and turaWeil down tho steep Lank. A Goad was nLout 
to hnrl liis cvcr-rcady little axe at it, but Fordhani caiiglit bis arm, 
and before llie little creature lecorercd from its bewilderment a 
horse-blanket was thiowu over it, and it was secured alive. It was 
one of those curious little CKatnres — the smallest of the deer trilw 
— tho Meniimva tnchVa, or mousc-dccr; the most fragile-looking, 
dainty little Lilliputian, bearing the same relation to tlia lordly oik 
a? tlio tiny humming-bird does to the JjornbilL The mouse-deer 
belongs to the hornless family of musk-deer, and is tho most dirainn- 
tire of all ruminants ; its weight batdiy exceeds that of a bare, and 
its height is from ten to twelve inches only. In colour it is 
browmsh, or, as Dr. Jerdon describes it, olivaceous, mixed with 
yellow-grey, white below, and the sides streaked and spotted avith 
yellowish whito ; its limbs are excessively slender, and it trips along 
most daintily on the tips of its toes. Its motions are scarcely as 
graceful as one would expect from one of the deer tribe, for owing, 
potlmps, to its sliape, the bind quarters being higher than tlie fore, 
it has a poky, piggish way of going about. If it had only the 
carriage of tho stag or the antelope, a more fairy-lik<^ oirr little 
creature could not be conceived. Fordham had two of them at 
Soonee in his collection; they wero tame enough to run about the 
hou«c, and were gre-it pets. On© had recently f.alJon awictim to a 
stray Pariah dog, and tho present liltlo captive was destined to 
supply tho place of the lo«l one. 

The flames haring passed their line of inarch the joumoy was 
resumed. Here and there a solitary bang of a heated bamboo joint 
wouhl startle tlieir horse-s, but the heat and tho smoko wero over, 
and they could once more tmvcl in comparative comfort. Jlilfonl 
noticed tlie Good guide examining with care a split bamboo now 
and then, occasionally assisting the cle.avago by a blow from his axe. 

“ IVTiat is lie doing 1 ” a«ked he of h«s companion. 

“Looking for hans locTiun” replied Fordhani; “it is n, curious 
crystalline deposit in liic joints of soiuo bamboos, which is Jiiglily 
prized by the natives as a febrifuge equal, some assert, to quinine. 
Ho is a qucer-lookiug little fellow, that Good ; have you notice<I 
those deep scars on his neck I — regular pit-holos — there, see us he 
bends over that bamboo. Ill worrant ho haa hatl a n.arrow escajw 
from Rome wild beast. Ilcre, Motila, you a.sk him how ho got 
those scars." . > 

“From n tiger, kliodawund, but 111 tell him to describe how it 
was. Hi I Sinlirec ! the s.diib wants to know how you got away 
from tho tiger tlwt carried off the telec." 
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The little maa grinned with delight at the chance thus aflbnled 
of recounting his prowess, and ns he passed his hand over the back 
of his neck, he said — 

“I never killed but one tiger, mahataj, but that was a tiger; he 
was an Adam-khor, an cater of men.** 

Well, the gist of the little shikarec’a story was, that his father 
had left him a legacy of a' matchlock of such weight and length 
that he could not level it without a test, or fire it except in a 
sitting posture. However, he had witli liis weapon gained a certain 
reputation in his part of the country as a killer of avild pigs and 
deer, and earned a fair livelihood as a hunter, hut ho liad not 
ventured to try his fortune with tho mote savage beasts. 

As time wore on, a tiger commenced his career as a man-calcr on 
a small ghat leading from the plateau to n much-freriucntcd market 
town in tho Kuttunghco valley, and for a time tho toad was closed 
except to travellcm in large b^ics, who, ^7ilh drums and trumpets, 
marched down daring the daytime. A largo reward had been 
olTercd for tho destruction of the tiger, and this induced our friend 
Slrdarcc to go in search of him, avith other hunters, who woro 
likewise ambitious of distinguisbuig themselves. At last an oppor« 
tunity ocenrred. A certain tclec, or dealer in oil, had been down 
to the weekly market, and was doubtless so absorbed in counting 
bis gains that he forgot all about tho dreaded man-eater, and lagged 
behind the rest of his fellow-travellers, who inarched iu a compact 
body. 

Ills ealculations were rudely cut short by the tiger, who 
pounced upon him and carried luiu off shrieking, regardless of tho 
yells and shouts raised by tbo unfortunate man's comrades. At tho 
next roadside vilLige the piteous tale was told, and our little friend 
Sitdarec happening to bo there shouldered his long matclilock, and 
went off at once on the traib He was not wanting in courage, small 
as was the body that contained his big heart, and ho tracked tlio 
tiger to liis lair, where he was devouring his victim. Sirdarcc, un- 
dismayed by the horrid spectacle, coolly squatted down, adjusted 
his weapon on its rest, and, taking a steady aim at tho tiger’s fore- 
head, fire<l. 'pio hullet sp^ to the mark, but the stricken tiger, 
springing at his assailant before ho liad time to rise, pinned him to 
the ground, and, burying bis fangs in the shikaree’s neck, expired 
on Ills proslralo body. Assistance was at band, and the mouth of 
the tiger had to be prized open with a bamboo before the unfortu- 
, jiatc liunter could Iw released. Ho was carried home, and for a 
long time hovered betwixt life and 'death, but simple remedies, 
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backed up by a healthy constitution, prevailed, and the little man 
lives to be ptoud of big victoiy and to exhibit his scars. 

“There seems to bo mucdi courage shown at times by natives in 
their adventures with ligoi^” remarked llilford. 

“ Yes," replied Fonlham ; “we talk much of our exploits with our 
double-barrelled rifles and elephants, but our deeds are often put to 
shame by tbc eMkaree with bis single arm and rusty matchlock, 
and he will do most daring things at times. I -remember once a 
woodcutter (Usturbed a tiger, which sprang at him open-mouthed. 
Tbo man forced a polo be had in his hands into tho brute’s open 
jaws, and called lustily for assistance, when a comrade standing by, 
seeing tho tiger was at a momentary disadvantage, rushed up and 
drove Ins axe to tho eye in tho brain of the animal. On another 
occasion I was m the Kuttanghcc pergunnah, when a villager 
brought a fine female panther into my camp for the reward. I 
noticed that tho man was scratched and his coat tom, and that tho 
panther Iiad several spear wounds, eo asked him how bo hod killed 
it. nis story was that he had gone out early in the morning to 
see if his rice crop was ready to cut, and in walking along tho 
grassy bund he ivas suddenly attacked by the pantlicr. Luckily 
for him, as tlie weather was cold— it was in ^'ovember — ho had 
put on a wefTwnV, or jacket thickly wadded inth cotton, and this, 
in some measure, protected him from the crealuro’s claw*. His 
only weapon was a bamboo walking-*tick, and this ho laid on with 
such good-will (hat tho nutmal was fain to let ga.nnd beat a retreat. 
For most men tliis would Iwvo been cnougli, but it was not for ray 
friend, ivho, returning to his hon.«c, arwM himself with a spear, 
anil, taking a couple of dogs, set out again in quest of the pantJier, 
this timo deterroinetl to bo tho aggressor. Tho degs he];>eii him to 
find her again, and as she came out nt him ho gallantly met her 
half w.ay, and speared her througli tho heart, ami f[>Uowed Mp Ins 
attack by a scries of thrusts, which soon depnved hiS enemy of 
life. She nas almost warm when brought into my camp, and tho 
man’s scrotclics wero still bleeding. Bho had cubs in tho grass, 
which maile her fierce.” 

“ Old Sheykha tells rao lie liad a hand-to-Iiand struggle with a 
panther," raid Jlilfonh 

“So lie had, and a long lime the old fellow was before he got 
over the effects of his Krimroago; it was a rasa of k-nifo rrrws 
teeth and claw, and the jianther nearly had the best of it" 

“Tlicy give ugly wounds, don't Iheyl" 

“A pmlhcr'a wound generally festej^ at least, that is (ho 
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common impression. It is mpposrd tl»at Iho virus from putrnl 
carcases — for ho is not a dainty fceiler— gets into the claw«^ ami 
poisons the wounds ; hut the same argument should apply to tigens 
for they arc by no means clean feeder?, and often prefer an exces- 
sively high hit of an old kill lo a fresh young hnfTalo calf. But the 
shock lo the ncr\0U8 system is grtaterwilh tho tiger, and often 
proves fatal •where the woimd is by no njcans mortal. I have- 
known eases whero even an unwounde<l man has died from sudden, 
fright at a tiger knocking a comrade down at his side ; tho injured 
man was all right after a few strips of plaster had been applied,, 
bnt tbo poor, nervous fellow at his side, wlio was not touched, dictl 
from sheet fright Tliat men of strong constitutions recover after 
getting tho most serious wounds is a fact proved by tho cxistcnco 
of sudi men a.s little Sirdaree hero and Soma tho Lebhana, hut a. 
man of weakly, nert’ous habit is os likely to succumb from tho 
shock as from tho actual bodily hurt ; and, when one considers tho 
inimen«o power of the tiger, it is not a matter of surprise that tho 
nervous system should receive iireparablo injury. The wonder to 
mo is that men so far retain their senses as to bo able to fight and 
get away after being struck down.” 

“Still there is much exaggeration,” said Milford, “in tho 
accounts one hears of the strength of tigers. Have you ever seen 
a cow’s skull, let alone a buffalo’s, fractured by a blow of tho 
pawl” • 

" No, never / nor do I believe in its being possible. Men’s 
skulls I have seen smashetJ by a blow, but not a cow’s ; in fact 
they do not attempt it. Tlio usual w.ay is to rush at the animal 
and bear it to the ground, when, with a sudden wrench, tho 
vertebno of the neck arc dislocated. I was once close to two cows 
when a tiger struck them down, and in each caso tho neck was 
broken with a snap like a dry stick.” 

Sirdaree here pointed, with great excitement, to a small object 
cautiously moving about in a thicket on the other side of a nullah 
to their left, and whispered, “ Chousingha I ” 

Fordham carcfuUy rai-sed liia rifle and fired, and the Httlo 
shikaree, plunging into tho jungle, soon returned dragging out tho 
carca-sa of a four-horned antelope. 

“TImt is a fine specimen," remarked Fordham, as ho examined 
it carefully; “very often the anterior horns are merely a slight 
knob, but these, you sec, arc well developed, and over an inch in 
length. General llanlwicke made a strange mistake when ho 
culled this animal ajitelopus eJiikarOt tho chikara being the gazelle j 
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nnil givat confusion lias Binco nriscn reganling the two. However, 
the eiwcific name, qucuhitnmv, is now universally mloptecl. In 
inturrvlists arc by no means infolUblo creatures, and though fewer 
rnlsLikca arc inado now than formerly, still tho etandanl works are 
full of errors.” 

^Vhilst they were talking a pair of rocket birds flew past, with 
their long white tails strc-imiug liko ribbom after them. As JDl* 
ford was particularly desirous of getting specimens of these birds, 
lie hastily withdrew the shot from ono of his guns, sul*?tituting a 
amalicr size, and went off in pnrsnit, and after miicli labour and 
many scratches ho secured both — ono a fine white binl, with a tail 
sixteen indies long, tho other a young male, in a transition state 
from chestnut to pure white. This Alilfotd showed to Fordham, 
<ind asked him if it were a hybrid. 

“Ho,” replied he; “ tho young mala Im a black head like the 
rest, but light-chcstuut h.ack and wings, How your bird has just 
reached tlio transition stage. You see that some of tho pritaary 
aving feathers are taming while; gradually tho whole bud ^rill 
essumo that colour. Is it not so, Moulat” continued he, tuxnins 
to the LalLa. 

“Yes, khotlawund. Tho Mahomedans luavo a story about tins 
bird, that at ono time it was one of tho most beautiful of birds u ■ 
Paradise, with twelve long while plumes and a lovely voice, and it 
was a special favourite of Allah ; but it aVas of a proud and envious 
disposition, so, to give it a lesson, it was brought into contact with 
tho real bird of P.uadiso. InsU^, bowcivr, of being humiliated, 
at avent up to Allah with a coniplaini that it was not ouQiciently 
beautiful, that there was already anollier more gaily attired bird. 
Then Allah got angiy and turned bis face from tho envious shah 
bulbuls, and ho gave seulcuce against them — that, as they had 
shown on evil spirit, and liwl blackened their faces before him, 
they should lose all tlicir spotless plomcs and become dingy-brown 
little binis, with black hcad^ but that after a period of humiliation 
they should bo allowed to resuoiQ tbeir vriiite garb, with only two 
of their cherished tail plumes, but their faces were to remain black 
for over, they were never to change. So the shah bulbul 
banished from Paradise, and flits about in the lonely bamboo forest^ 
doing penance for its sin. Its sweet TOJce is gone, and a Iiarsh, 
grating ciy is all it can makfc 

“ Hard lines for the poor bird,*' said Milfonl, as the Xalla finished 
his story; “however, IH jot that l^nd doira for the benefit of 
^juimring friends at home.” 
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It late wlion Ihcj* got to camp, but tbero was lunrc^ trotiblo 
in Etoro for them. Only one lent was pitcheil, and, on l-umhani 
enquiring the reason, llio old jemadarof cbapprassccs csuno'forwanl 
and said that they hid put up ono tent ns silently as they could, 
but that, if ho might be permittcil to adviso, tho huzoor had Iwller 
order the camp to march a little further, for in a largo cotton treo 
close by was a bees’ nest, and it might bo dangerous to icinivn. 

Iklilfotd felt iuelinetl to laugh at lUe old inati, and was rather 
surprised at yonlham’a tnhing it so gmvely. 

“AVhy,” Eaid he, “whnl'a tho harm of a bees' nest? what would 
these people think of a coltago at homo with lialt a dozen hives in 
the garden?” 

“ ily dear boy,” replied his companion, absunl as it may seem 
to you, I am afraid wo must marcU on ; a ^wnglo Ikos? ne«t is no 
tridiug matter, and though tho insect may bo an insignilicant ono 
by itself, still an attack by thousands of them is fatal to man and 
beast, I have knoum horses ns well as men stung to death by 
them, and a whole camp put to flight. Go up cautiously to yon 
seraul tree and look at the comb. Stay, I’ll go with you.” 

They walked up to tho tree, wincli, like nio»t of the species, shot 
up like a gigantic column for about fifty feet before \t threw out 
branches. A decided humming noi«» could bo heard as they neared 
the place, and as they looked up Milford s.iw a black mass, about 
six or seven feet in diameter, liigh up in the brunches. It was a 
gigantic comb and no nii'tako ; he could hardly behove his eyes. 

“Those bees,” said Fonlham, “arc tho most vindictive little 
brutes in existence if meddled with, and show tjhe greatest animosity 
in pursiung their disturbers. To fito a sliut into that comb now 
would cost us our live«, and therefore it is always n ell to let them 
alone. I am going to march a couple of miles further, n'herc good 
shade and svater are to Imj found; for though we might stciy hero 
safely by ourselves, still in a large camp there arc always thought- 
less men, who might enrage these pugnacious mites, and then 
would be a case of sauiv qui pent.” 

- So, in spite of the heat, they liad to trudge on for another two 
miles, and pitched their tent under a Ono old banyan tree. Thoro 
were some' loose boulders lying about the place, mostly about tho 
size of a cocoa-nut, and some larger; tho exterior seemed more 
crystalline than tho ordin-ary trap boulder of tho Sconce plateau, so 
JUIford took ono up, as they weio sitting under tho tree waiting 
for tho tent to bo put up, and, after examining it for a few minutes, 
ho thought it might Iw an agato iicbblc, and dashed it against 
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another to break it. To Ins astonishment it flew into three pieces, 
and disclosed most beautiful crystals of amethystine quartz. These 
f^des, as geologists term them, are common in the quartz fonn.i- 
tions of the district, and some of them are ino.‘>t beautiful. Forti- 
fication and moss agates are found in the same locality, and a 
peariy-wliito semi-opal, which cuts into rciy pretty omaments. 
The native lapidaries on tho banks of the Jferbudda cut these 
ogates and bloodstones into ornaments and knifc-Iiandlcs, and used 
to drive a thriving trade. 

At last the tent was iiji, and Cliand Khan.had got a hasty break- 
fast ready, and glad were the tired traveilcrs to rest themselves for 
the remainder of tho day. 

In the evening they witnessed ft Gondian marriage fca«t, in 
which roast pjg and strong oioiihwa spirit figured largely. As 
Jacob served liban for his wivc^, so the Gondian youth Ims to 
servo the father of luS chosen for a fircil period, often for yeara, 
before he has worked outhisclnim. Of course amongst tho wealthier 
Goods tho custom is cither nominal or omitted altogether. 

Tho next d ly found them on their way hack to Sccncc through 
tho beautiful iDullil valley. They were obliged to have tlio Lolla 
behind, for he bad been trying cxpcrimenls m e&rpmt rili, nhicli 
had rciuUed in extreme discomfort to hiov and miglit have been 
more seriouB. 

llicro is n tree common in (he district, nnd indml throughout 
India, Ibo mtaranlium, c.illcd by tho natives bheln or 

librlawnn; it liclongs to tho cashcav-nut trilie, and the fruit is 
chiefly known to Furopenns ns the marking-nut, ns its black, acrid 
juico is cmployeil in marking cloth, nnd is indelible, especially if 
fixed with quicklimr. Tlie piavn fniil, poundwl into a paste, 
makes good birdlimo ; the acrid Juico is much used by tho (Sends 
as ft niiid blister, whore local irritants nro roquirol, puch as in cases 
of sprain®, rheumatism, Ac., but in some constitutions it is apt to 
create n violent inflammation, nnd is extremely hurtful. Tlie poor 
T.all.t was unfortunately one of Uipse, for, on being recommended 
by one of his Oond friends to try the popular euro for rbeuinati»ra, 
he puflen-il so much from iiitenso inflammation ami swelling that 
Fonllnm was somewhat alvrmed #t first; however, with jwtieneo 
Mid A little cooling lucilicino lio got licUcr, and vowdl ho would 
never try n Gond rrmetly ognin. 

Tlio Gonds even cat the fleshy pulp Ih.st surrounds tho swl of 
tho Mi'd.amm; it is hardily pilafaMe, (hough some compare it, 
when cookeil in hot ashen, tormslcd apples. 
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In the Dullal Talley our friends got another rih-faced deer, which 
fell to Fordham’s rille ; the ono which we nicntioncd^ before as 
ImuDg been securwi in a net had liecomc qiiilo domesticated, but 
in captivity liad exhibited a strangle fondness for n llcsh diet ; it 
would cat anything, beef or mutton, and one day demolished a good 
plateful of goo->e. It is n question whether in a avild state the 
muntjac has the same propensities. ^Vc have hcanl of sarabur 
eating carrion, and uo can easily believe it after lajcing the car- 
nivorous proclivities of the -rib-bxcc. Whato%'cr it feeds on, this 
little deer is one of the best fur the table ; the meat is short and 
tender, and always roalccs a welcome cliange in the hunter’s bill of 
fare. 

A totally different piece of shikar then fell in Xlilfonl’s svay in 
the shape of a chameleon, which ho pounced upon svith great 
delight, to the horror of an old malgoozar, who declared that tho 
tou^ of tho animal would surely bring disease. Them U some- 
thing unearthly aud weird about the aspect and actions of a 
chameleon which may well givo rbc to vague fears in an ignorant 
tind superstitious people, but tho Englishman, knowing its harralcsB 
nature, laughingly told tho tnalgoozar tliat tho ealub>loguo wero 
proof against witchcraft and evil eyes. 

“And an evil-looking eye he ccttomly has,” remarked llilford, 
as tho reptile squinted with one eye forward and the other back- 
wards. 

“They say that the chameleon cannot smm,” said Fordham, 
“ for his two sides do not act in concert, but I have never tested 
the truth of this ; there certainly appears to be but little unison in 
the TQOTemcnts of his limbs. The natives firmly bebevc in a 
liighly poisonous lizard called the bisrcobra or bia-copra. I once 
had a whole kotcherry — amlah, plaintiff, defendant, ivitnessea, and 
all — put to flight by one of those dreaded lizards — a liarnilcss 
monitor— tunning through the room. However, here wo are at the 
top of the ghlt, and yonder is Sconce ; so put your spurs to your 
nag, Ernest, for we havo sUU a smart canter before us ere wo 
breakfast.” 

Soma, tho labhana, haa been mentioned in these pages, ond it is 
time now to introduce him to the reader. Ho is there, sitting on 
yonder bank by the roadside, witli a large roll of dried tiger .md 
panther skins at his feet. Ue might have done for the model of 
the torso of tho Farncso Hercules, with his broad shoulders aud 
muscular aims ; but ono of his legs is shrunken to the hone, and to 
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counteract tlio contraction of tlio elnews ho •wears a heavy iron 
freight attached to Jils nnkla 

Some years ago ho ■was noted for his strength and daring, 
qualities which made him a leader nmongH liis people, the 
Bunjaro-s or gipsies of Central India ; even Sbeyhha himself had 
no greater reputation as a daring tiger hunter ; hut a wounded 
tigress eeizeil him one day, and a tntter struggle they had. Soma 
freed himself from his savage foe, hut ho could barely crasvl 
from the scene of actiou; she had sliahcn his left tliigh out of 
the socket He waa earned to his camp and tended in the rude 
fasliion of his people, who, though learned in simple salves and 
dressings for wounds, liad no idea of setting a dislocation; so 
under this ill treatment, or rather want of treatment, poor Soma’s 
leg etiffcncd and withered, ond he became a cripple for life, able 
only to hobble along leaning ou a tall staff. Tet the'love of adven- 
ture was undinunislied, and as soon os he could crawl about be 
went out after tigers again, and that he was successful the roll of 
skins now lying at lus feet, nml whicli he was taking up to tlie 
magistrate for tho reward, gave ample proof. His hairbreadth 
escapes were nuoieroos. On one occasion n tiger charged him and 
fell dead at his feet; ns ho usc<l to say, in his simple straight- 
forward way, “ I thought ny hour had ceine, but it "was not so 
wntten on my forehead ; ” and he would add, “ One day I shall be 
hilled.” 

Ob this occasion Soma was rraiting fora comrade, who soon made 
Lis appearance, driving a pair of bidlocks in a klianchnr. Soma, 
having stowed away Lis skins, tnountetl, and they were soon 
merrily trotting away towards Sconce. 

The wcatlicr was cool and cloudy, for the monsoon had broken, 
and the rainy season, which is always a delightful time on tho 
plateaux of Central India, had commenced. At this time tho 
temperature is low, the air fresh and cool, and occasionally the sun 
ia hidden behind a grey cloudy sky for days at a tunc. Vegetation 
revives, and the brown and yellow tints of summer give way. to 
brighter greens. On every hedge and bank burst forth beautiful 
flowers of the season; here the eye hghts upon a lovely white 
convohulus or thunlwrgia, there upou the gay tassels of tho 
Gloriosa svjKrha, beautiful and poisonous os a serpent. Balsams 
gladden the fallow fields, and old stumps of trees are made gay 
with the pale blue pliarWis* or tho deep rose-colouitd uTyyrcia.t 
■whilst the boulera of tanks and nvers bear the loveliest of tho 

* fbarintUytsl. ^ irflirreia npieiota. 
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Tonntl tlicir necks. Tluis they irarcrso hnntlrcds of miles of wilil 
jungle road, inaccessible to carts, awl keep np trade between places 
that would othcnTi=o lx: completely isolate After the day s march 
the naik of the tanda calls a halt near somo suitable place where 
water and forage are obtainable, and tho bullocks are one by one 
unloaded ; the packages, which consist chiefly of bags of grain, arc 
piled wp in Tegvdar order, often in tho form of a hollow square, iii 
the centre of which \hc dlunjaras sleep; their cattle are turned 
loose to graze, and frequently fall a prey to tigers. 

A Bunjara camp thus formed on tho bank of some stream, and 
siuTounded by dark forests, is a picturesque scene, especially at 
night, when tlie brawny men stand out in tho light of their bright 
fires, and tho women in their qnmnt costumes aro flitting about, 
cairj'ing pots of water, or cooking or grinding com for tho evening 
mcab 

However, wo must return to our camp near Pertapoor. 

As all was in readiness no time avas lost in starting. Soma 
nccompmucd the sahib to the bottom of tho rise, and there mado 
hta farewell salaam. Just then ililford noticed on old woman and 
two boys cutting up wood into chip^ which chips they put into nn 
earthen <i/iurra, or water-pot ; having first drilled n small hole in 
tho Attorn, tliey then dug a hole in tbe ground hrgo enough to 
contaui a second water-pot, on which they placed the first, and, 
covering all rrith fuel, they kept up a smouldering fire. On 
^lilloni's asking what they were about. Soma said they wero pre- 
paring teak-wo^ tar for tbe hoofs of llicir cattio ; the wood which 
was being cut up was the bcart-wood of the teak, and the tar was 
distilled from it by means of heat. He ordered the old woman to 
take up one of the receiving ghums, whicli she did, and it con- 
tained a product resembUng coal tac in smell and in its constituent 
. patts, as was afterwards proved by analysis, but was mixed with 
impute pytoligncovis acid, which is poured off as the tar sellles, and 
’ tho residue is thickened by exposure in pans. As Jlilford wanted 
some tat for his horse's feel, he tried this and found it answer. 

They then proceeded to some low, vvell-wooded outlying hills, 
where a beat Was orgamsed. To the left of them was a ■wide 
stretch of open country vKtcrsecteA by a few tvullaivs, and it waa 
*• arranged to drive out the sambur in this lUrection. The runners 
and their dogs were divided into small groups : one set was to take 
up the running first ; the second was to go on ahead in the direction 
the deer was to bo driven, and to hide till the time came for them 
to join in and press the animal hard ; they again were to be relieved 
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all to canvas ; as it was, ho took keen noto of all the details, and 
on his return home he reproduced the piclnro in his eketch- 
hook. 

Tho naik of the parly now ■vrished to know hlilfotds orders con- 
cetning the deer ; was it to ho sent into Sconce f 

he Tcplicdj ''if they would cnl off tho head and send it, 
he would accept it gladly j as to tlio rest, it was theirs,” and ho 
added five rupees lot siiTcettaeats, lo make tho feast more savoutj'. 

A few motnings after this, I'ordliam and his companion ivcro 
walking through tho woods in tho vicinity of tho station. Their 
path lying over a hed of laterilc, tlio crisj* gravel crackled under 
their feet as they strodo along; cacli one liad a rifle over his 
shoulder in readiness for any animal that might start up, but ns they 
■were not on the look-out for pimo they talked as they went Tho 
conversation turned on the 6taghimt%7illi tho Buiyaras, and Milfonl 
remarked it seemed to him rather cruel, and yet ho supposed it 
was sot more so than any other >vny of killing deer. 

“ ifo," replied Fordham ; “ in tlio end it i-s ns a rule, nioio merci- 
ful, for an animal brought to bay never escapes, nnd though thero 
may bo more apparent butchery in tho use of the phulsa, or broad- 
bladed spear, of the Gonds and your triends tho Supjaras, still h is 
better Umt the poor creature should die thus, than with an ill-aimed 
bullet in its body ; but I must say I always had a prcjudico against 
the uso of the spear to aught save a wild boar.” 

“Yes, but your bullets never fad.” 

“All! they do sometimes. 2»o one has bo perfect a command 
over his weapon as never to miss — the best ehots fail at times ; and 
when you read in a book, or hear stories, of people going out and 
never missing anything, put them down as not being mortals, or 
anything else you like. I know I am a fair shot, the result of long 
practice, but I have missed often and made more bad shots than 1 
like lo Ihi^ of. You remember I told you how I missed the man- 
eater at Sireldia — that was a shameful shot. lIuUo! here comes a 
sounder \ ” 

llang ! went llUford’s rifle as a herd of wild pigs dashed across 
tho toad ; a sharp crock followed tho report, and the disappointed 
young man let his gun fall into tho hollow of Ids arm, as he thought 
ho had just illustrated the cooversatioa by making a decided miss 
at the big bw of the sounder, and had buried Ids bullet in n tree. 

iordham looked at him with a comical expression, as ho walked 
ou with an impatient exclamation. 

“ Are you not going to look after your pig, Ernest 1 ” 

14 — 2 
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“No; whftt’s the use I Did you not hear the huUct go smack 
into ft tree 1 ” 

“ Not a hit of it, my hoy. I heonla hall smashing hone, or my ^ 
ears are strangely at fault. Como, Jet ns see.” 

So saying he led the way into n thicket, and there, sure cnoughi 
lay a fine old boar, stone dead, shot through the hmin. 

“There will be a grand fcaetfor the TiUagers off that fellow,” he 
observed. ' , • 

“ How shall we send and let them know i " asked JHlford. 

“I’E send my syce. Here, Ranidcen,"said he, taking the horse’s 
rein and tlirowing it over his ann, “ Run down to jrj'Iee, and tell 



the villagers to come for this pig. Look,” continued he, drawing a 
newspaper from his pocket, " I wiU tie this to a branch on the road> 
eiJe, and tell them when they come up to it to lake a htindreil and 
fifty paces to the left, and they will find the nniia.aL” 

Having attached the paper to a hush, they walked on. Soon 
after tliey sighted another hoar, a solitary one, and a very Largo 
animal, going along slowly, and limping. Fordham pulled out hia 
pocket^lasa, took a look at him, and handed it to llilfonL He 
seemed bathed in Wood, and showed signs of having been in a 
severo engagement. 

“Tliat fellow has been tackled hy a tiger, I fancy, Ernest,” 
remarked the elder sportsman ; "we will give tho a-illagers a little 
more meat, and at the same time See his condition." The shot n a* 
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Grown off tlieir cattle to Iho oilier sMo of tlie liilj. It was onl/ 
wlion tlicy lictinl the shot fired that they thought of coining near 
Uie Foniham onlercd both jwg and tiger to bo taken to 

Ills house for further exaroinafion, and for the presomtion of 
the head of the former j and Milford wished to have the skin 
of the latter, hadly damagwl ns it was, in order to conTince 
Bceptics nhcfi ho rotumwl to England that the account of the 
fight was not a nicro “Indian ntory." 

“ I don’t think I ehould hnvo bciicvc<l it, had anyone toM me of 
such n thing before this morning,*' lie remarked ns tficy rode home. 

“Whyiiotl” replied his companion; “consider srJiat a tough 
brute an old boar is, and his Wind ferocity when roused. Tho 
intives, who arc keen observers of the habits of wild anim-als, irill 
tell jeu that a boar mil fncoo tiger any (lay, ami generally gets tbo 
iKttcr of the latter in a tusslo. I wmembet on ono occasion turn- 
ing out of a small hill, or rather hillock, for it sras a little well- 
wooded knoll isolated from the rest of (he range, a large solitary 
boar, which I killed, and a tiger. Tliey Jiad lived together in tho 
place for n long time, and evWcnlly they had n mutual respect for 
each other, tho one giving tho other a wide hcrili.’’ 

“But tigers do feed upon pigs t” 

“Yes, of courso they do — weak sows and young porkers fre- 
quently fall a prey. Had our yoiuig friend this ntomhig not been 
a raw hand, he would never havcaltcmplc«l to ha^’e trieil conclusions 
with tho leader of tho herd, but have contented himself mth a 
squeaker. iL's inexperience led him to attack tho boar, and J 
suspect he got crippled at the outset, and was not able to get 
away.” 


KcuBLE, grumble, crash! broke 
tlic storm from the dark clouds, 
which, lowering overhead, had 
made the depths of the forest as 
gloomy almost os midnight; the 
, , l^ca\•y vrarm drops began to fall, 

slowly at first then faster and faster; the lightning played in rapid 
and blinding flashes, and the peals of thunder shook the ground, and 
rovorberated through tho surrounding hills, Tlie drops soon turned 
tn heavy rain, which increased in intensity till at last it assumed tho 
unwclMme form of a sheet of water. From every side came tho 
rush of cascades, as the torrents collected in tho narrow gorges, and 
swept down m mad career to swell Uie larger feeders of the moim- 
tain nvep, the nearest ot which was the Suratco ^'uddee, an 
afllucnt of tho Cimga, who«c distant sullen roar now struck unon 
the ear, as the turgid flood rolled onwards towards tho plains of 
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clumji of laniboo?, waiting foi- the ctonn to |vl« 3 ovor. Tlie only 
one to whom tlin novelty of Iho ncene hail a cliann vm 
Milfonl. Kven llio di-icomfott of the rain atld'-il to Uio excitement 
of iJjo occasion. lleJiail impatiently Jong>><l /t>r tho <!.iy when he 
ehoulil enter the hiw>n jungles of Sonawnni, nml the war of the 
eleinenU fwnicil to him a fitting prelude to tlie exciting secnealio 
anticipated. To Fonlliani the Monn was an immitigstcd nui«;inc6 ; 
etill ho was too oM « hunter to eoinphiin, hut tumoil up his coat 
collar, and folding his nnns, leaned against a tree trunk, siaiting 
etoicallyfor a break in the ram. 

At la«t the deluge abalcil, and it st.a9 deemed prudent to go on, 

, AS they had far to go to (he place nlurv they hid intendwl to camp 
for the night. Tlio rifles netc cnri-fiiUy nrapficdopin watcrprotif* 
and hhnkcti^ and, with coat colhirti turned hi>, nml he.uls bent ilown, 
they made their way on foot agiinst wind and sealer, tho Gond 
guide leading, and the horses follosdng. 

Ah, luckless mortals I had they but knosni svhat was standing in 
tli^ir path I As Milford declamt, the rain might have sroshed his 
clothes off, and hailstones have battered Ids noso to pieces, but ho 
would have kept a keen look-out, and have got a shot at tho bison 
bull that stood for a moment looking at them ere ho plunged into 
the thicket and went olT up the hill at an astosisluug pace for so 
heavy an animal. 

“ 2»o sise, my boy. no uso at all," raid Kordliam, os his young 
friend hastily unrolJc^d Ida rifle ; “ that animal won’t stop under 
five miles. I know tiieir habits ; a bison once started makes n long 
run Iwfore ho thinks himself safe. It is a pity wo did not see Idm 
first, for ho was a fine fellow ; and it is n lucky thing ho did not 
take it into his head to charge, or it might have been awkward for 
iis. A friend of mine oneo came upon a solitary bull just os we 
have how done, and the brute came at him with a rush, and look a 
l.argo slice of bark off a tree behind whicli my friend dodged; he 
then got hold of an unforlnnalc gun-bcarer, and tossed him in tho 
air, and finally took liiinsclf off, leaving tho man senseless.” 

“Did ho die 1” 

“Ifo ; ho got all right after a hit: some of these natives are as 
tough ns gutta-percha.” 

“I should think a blow from n bison would bo sometliing like 
a rap witli a Nasmyth’s steam-hammer, judging from the skalls in 
your collection." 

“Yes, but men do recover. Sheykha was once knocked down 
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by a bison, bnt I fancy the long boms of the wild buITalo ^ 
more awlnvatd to avoid, and more dangerous vrouuda are given by 
them.” _ ■ « I. 

“ The two animals are totally dissimilar, arc they not » 

“Quite — they have nothing in common; their struett^, their 
liabits .are widely different. The one is a bubalus, with large, 
>ridc-spteadmg horns, no dorsal ridge or hump, and large splay 
feet on coarse limbs; the other is a bos, with short, massive 
horns on a large head, with great frontal development, a curious 
dorsal ridge which runs half-way down the back ; the body is 
heavy, broad chest, and muscular fore-arms, but the leg below 
the knee is fine, and the hoof is x>oinlcd and deet-liko ; there is no 
mistaking the track of a bison for that of a buffalo. Then the 
buffalo keeps to his grassy plains, and jhcels in which he can 
wallow, whereas the bison seldom leaves his bainbocKilad hills 
unless some very tempting crop wiles him away for a bit from tho 
thick cover in wluclihe delights.” 

Tho course taken by the patty lay for sis niiics over bamboo- 
covered hill and rccd-grown valley. Many of t)ic latter— jholas, as 
they are called— were very beautiful, but it was a beauty that 
brought to mind visions of fever and ague ; iLo tall and fragrant 
lemon grass, tho long green leaf of the Vun einrjhara, tho tangled 
creeper, the stately forest tree, and the pbant bamboo caused one 
to stop and admire, whilst the rank smell of decaying vegetation, 
the rolling mist, and the damp heat warned the loiterer to make 
haste. 

As they rounded a clump of bamboos on tho brow of a hill they 
had just ascended, they suddenly found tliemsclvcs in a small 
clearing with neat htUe huts ranged around. 

“ A Gondee village,” remarked the guide with a grin. 

_ "Wild aniLlonely indeed was the httlo Ma ; not a sign of cultiva- 
tion, however rude, had giycn the himters any warning of tho jungle • 
bamlet in tbe tmdrt of wluch they now foubd themselves. Here, 
perched on the summit ofaforcst-clad hill, tho lusuxiant vegetation 
of a tropicid rainy ec.ason shutting them in on every side, the Gonds 
passed their lives unheedfol, unconscious of tho busy world beyond 
their n ildemess. Tho lonely aspect of tho place was increased by 
‘I'rfl: 'jfclJQA.cavWi, TvigTicii ovcv ill; tuo dus’K ol evening was last 
spreading over tlie land, and the sOenco was broken only by the 
incessant pour of rain and the roar of the thousands of little 
* cascades that went leaping down the rugged hills. The village 
looked deserted, hut in fact all the inhabitants were indoors, and at 
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one IioHSo there ■mis a littfc eoin'e wuwiea/f being Iichl round s 
glowing wooil fin?. It wna a pity to disturb the conviviality of the 
meeting, but a guide indispcnsablo ; so, getting one of the 
party to accomp.iny ilicni, tlie buntofs liurried on their way. The 
Gond struck olT into a narrow, gloomy pathway in tlie forest, and 
led them at a rapid pace over lull and eWe, winding about in the 
dusk vvitli as euro a step ae if he were guiding them through the 
well-lighted streets of some European town, A distant roar of waters 
now struck their ears, 

“ MTiat ia that ? ” naked Jtilfonl. 

“A'wddre,” answered theGond; and as they descended into the 
valley there was a torrent indeed I Ecd by its thousand rills the 
proud stream leaped cxultingly on its way, tearing along on its 
transient wivc the dismember^ btanebes that had too fondly hung 
over it j it seemed impossible tliat anyone could cross that nigh!^ 
still the attempt Iiad to bo made. TIjc stream nns not braul, but 
it was swift, and nn uaas«isteil roan would have certainly been 
swept away had ho attempted to cross. A tall, slender tree grew 
by tho edge of the water, and Fonlhaiu, thinking it might reach 
across tho ehannel,ha(l it cut downsonstofall acroM. Vain hope ! 
swept down by tlie merciless current, their anticipated brldgo went 
out of eight. Tho rain had, however, abated, and the force of the 
tonont iras sensibly diminishing. If they could only get a rope 
across. Fordham's ingenuity was agdn tai-cd. His ej e fell on his 
horse. Hero was a blight idea: Brownie was a powerful Cabuleo; 
if he were once made to land onllicopposito bank attached to a long 
halter, there might be a chance of getting across. So Fordliam took 
all tho h.altcrs and knotted them togetlier, and, fastening one end 
round Brownie’s strong neck, drove the poor animal into the 
stream. But Master Brownie olgected strongly to go. ' At last a 
syco volunteered to ride him. Fordlmm hesitatedforftbit,and then 
allowed him to attempt it, 

“He is hghter than I,” be reinarkiK], "and then there is the rope 
to liaul him ashore by if it comes to the worst” 

So Brownie started again, and this time gallantly took to the 
water. It was a hani strng^e for tho bravo old horse, for the 
J stream was running like a mill ilam; twice they thought ho was 
' about to be swept down, but he bore up and reached the opposite 
bank- The rope was then attached to a tree on eitlier side, and 
holding on to it the whole party crossed, though up to their waists 
in wafer. 

After a further trudge of two miles, chiefly upliill, they came 
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xipou Ihcir camp, ■wliich consisted of thfco tiosorted Itaiga lints oiv 
Ihc brow of the hill } the largest hut was taken for tho sahibs, and 
was well cleaned and patched np ) the second was for tho kitchen 
and servonts, and the thinl occupied by old AVuzeer ifaliomed, tho 
malgoozar of tho place, who hail come on ahead to sco that all was 
condortahlo. . n i i- 

' Ycry cheerful and snug did IW little but appear after lul the dis- 
comforts of tho day ; there was a cheerful log fire burning in the 
larger room of the two of which the slrtcturo was composed, and n 
camp table and chairs gave quite a furnished air to the place ; tho walls 
were made of hamlxjo wickerwork, plastered with clay ; tho roof 
was quite water-tight. The inner room had a standing bed-place, 
aud altogether the Gondco hut was a for more comfortable place on 
a rainy night than the best canvas tent would have been. 

Tlio first thing our frietuls did was to change their wet clothes, 
and then to take a good dose of quinine, after which they dined, 
and went to bed thoroughly tired. 

Day was just breaking when they awoke in the moming. Tho 
loud cry of the black cuckoo rang through the forests ; tho mists 
were tolling in heavy masses doinx in the valleys beneath, hiding 
the opposite hills fcom view. Tliete was a steady drizile, and 
every leaf and branch kept up an incessant drip, dijp. 

“ Soobhan Allah 1 ” remarked old W uzeer JIahomod, as ho camo 
out and salaamed, “what rain! All tho world has turned to 
water ! ” 

“IVhcn u-ill the bison tracker be here!” asked Fordham. 

“ He is here,” was the reply, ns a young Gond stepped forward J 
“lam Jejdhoo.” 

Milford looked at him with interest — a lithe, active savage, 
spate and wiry, though younger than he expected, he found 
Jeythoo ju«t wliat ho would have supposed him to be ; there was 
somctlmig greyhound-like about him, a snaky suppleness and a 
restless sharp eye, which augured well for his reputed s kill. 

“^Vell, wo had Ijctlcr get something to eat at once,” said Ford- 
ham, “ and bo off, for wc Itave many miles to go yet before we see 
abooi.” 

The meal was hastily despatched, and they started, leaving the 
camp in charge of old AVuzeer Mahoraeil, who was getting too fab 
for tho hard work tho hunteia expected to encounter. They had 
proceeded some miles over hill and valley without coming on n 
fresh track, when, at last, in a deep Jhola, the guide pointed to the 
tops of the grass shoots, which liad hero and there ^been lately 
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cropped. A jhola isasraall ^•alIey trilli groundof a swampy nature, 
in which grow in wild Jusurianco the idants that deJigljt in marshy 
soils j the grass shoot-s up in broad blades, and Jnarsh creepers 
cntanglo the foot at every step. Dark forests shut them in on all 
sides ; the air feels closo and steamy. Feverish places are they, and 
to our wanderings in them wo owed a series of attack.? of jungle 
fever which took a long sea voyago to shake oft Conspicuous 
amongst the slraugo flowers, MUfoid found a species of orchid, 
called hy the natives the lun fin^ltara^ the root of which is used 
like salcp, and is part of tho forest produce bartered by the wilder 
Gonds for tho cloths and other articles wliich they get from their 
more civilised brethren, or from tho traders of tlio neighbouring 
markets. Tho other cchbte products which Providence provides 
them for tho seeking aro bamboo shoots, wluch, when young and 
tender, form a cansidcraWe article of food, a small species of our 
common garden eolauum, the briiijal or c^-apple, and a kind of 
wild yam of whoso mealy tubers iro have been fain to JTmko o 
meal at times ; so that the hunter who knows how to make use 
of tho gifts of nature, need not starve if, belated and lost, he he 
compelled to camp out in the forests for a night 

Jeythoo pointed to tho cropped gra^ and said emphatically, 

“ Boda 1 ” 

There was little to catch the eye of the ine.tpcrienced hunter like 
hfilfoid, for here and there a biado of grass had been nipped off, 
•wliich was scarcely uotice-able in tho rank growth, but underneath 
in the marshyeoil were the sharp-pointed imprintsof several hoots. 

, X^e a bound at fault, the Good bunted about to And tho right 
trail At last lie pitched ujwn one wliicli they eagerly followed for 
about a mile, when Jeythoo come to a halt and said they must go 
hack; so they turned on their tracks^ and struck a freali line, wliich 
seemed to give the guide greater satisfaction, for he wont off at a 
pace which kept the two ^Englishmen at full walking stretch to keep 
up with him. Now he went more carefully, with his body bent 
and forefinger pointing earthwards, as the trail led over gravel beds 
and rocky ascents ; to Mil/ord it seemed by magic — not a trace 
could ho discern of the passig© of tho unwieldy animals they were 
in pursuit of, yet to tho eye of the savage the track was as plain as 
is a page of pnnt to us. 

The day continued to ho gloomyand drizzly, and was to a certain 
extent cool, which U"as in tho sportsmen's favour, for tho fatigue of 
climbing hills in a hot sun would Lave been excessive. They liad 
jnssed the crest of a lull, and on the slopo beyond Iiad found un- 
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mistakablo sign's of tlicimmcdiato vicinity of tliohcrd, -wliicli TOido 
Jcythoo moTO witb the greatest caution, when suiulcnly a loud yell 
rang througli the woods. . .. „ 

Jcythoo stopped short with an impatient exclamation. Alas I 
said he, “ those wood-cullers have spoilt our sport ; that shout n as 
to scare away the hison. However, come along, quick, eamb ; 
perhaps wo may do something yet.” 

Away they set off at a nui. Yes, sure enough, the beasts had 
been disturbed : there was tlus place arhero they had been lying, 
seven of them, Jcythoo declared ; it was very provoking, and more- 
over it was hopeless to think of following them that day. A 
threatening rumble overhead announced mote rain, and as they were 
consulting, down it came with a tegular pour. 

“ITow far is it to camp, Jcythoo t” asked Fordham. * 

“Ten miles in a straight line,” answered the Gond- 
Poot ■Milford’s heart J*ank, lot he felt exhausted *, they had 
already walked some fifteen or trrcnly miles, and his feet were 
hlUtcicd and weary. For sLx hours they bad been wet, and, save 
for a hasty cup of tea and a few biscuits, they had not eaten aince 
the previous evening. It was now about two o'clock, 

“■IV© had belter make haste, maharaj,” said the tracker; “the 
storm increases, and there are torrents to ford.” 

These, they knew, would he no joke ; so, staggering on to their 
feet, they toiled on, heavily now, as there lacked the previous cx- 
^ citement to spur them in their exertions. 

Several small streams were crossed knee deep, and they had 
accomplished about five miles on their homeward journey, when a 
distant booming noise struck upon their ears. This was the great 
stream, on the fording of which depended their getting homo that 
‘lay. Tlicir route lay over a rise, and as they came to the top there 
was a sight that roused even the apathy of the Gond. 

“'Wahl” ho exclaimed, “tarra voort how will the saliibs cross 
thnti” 

Tlio whole valley was a foaming torrent ; the turbid flood tore 
along the hank-sides, bearing away trees, bamboos, and grass, 
to'ssing and leaping in it.s exultant course ; now wliirling in eddies 
round a bend, now lasbing in headlong fury at some stubborn rock, 
it would, as the guide said, have been death to try and cross it— 
an elephant could not do it, 

Tlic native.^ sat down in quiet despair; could they sit there till 
tho waters subsided 1 Tho wind howled doun the gorge, cold and 
bleak — the very thought was fever and ague. 
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^'CoTnp,"*aui Fonlham (o ilie (nicLfr, "Id try forae weans 
/»f prttinf* ncn>»s." 

" How will Uio Mliib i!o in'* Ii8 aakrtl, wilh r umil'-. 

“You cannot unati ibe fa; 5 ^t,'’ nuiliptl lonlham, “but you can 
break it flick by sticlc ; let i» walk oion;; tlic lunka, ob< 1 cross cacli 
lorrcnl tluit f«U« Ibo bij one, anil at I.v«t sve must bo nbJe to pet 
over Ibis.** 

“Trsie," nnswcrctl llio Gond, "the wbib FjV'nks well} lonse 

nloRp." 

The tributary torreiila were not in all cases easily fonled } many 
of them were too imi>ctuous to watlo with safety, ami briilpes srerc 
wulo by tlio apilo Gomls. who craw fc<t alonp bamboos on the bank- 
sides till they bent over with their weight, and then, wiring the 
tlrooringVinrayB of those on the opiioslto bank, they were drawn 
dfitni and lashed together, and behind the lorricr thus fonacd the 
whole jiarty eltugglM across; but it was tedious and weaiy work. 
At last they catno upon the main stream again. Tlie clLinncI was 
narrower, but llio force of the current wm still too great to allow 
M its Iwing forded, and the only cliancc was to find a trro on the 
l«ank niffiejcBlly luge to reach acroaa At last they found one— 
an iimncnso seniul, wL9<o trunk shot un like a toll nmt to a groat 
height Irtforo it threw out branches, and closely embracing it was a 
/ligintie TualiouVcrcopcr. 

“ Ilunali 1 *' shouted ililford, who was the discoverer, and wlio, 
forgetting all his fatigue, cheered on the Gouda to hy well into tlie 
itrea srith their hatchets. lortuoafcly for them (ha irood rrasBolt; 
llio fonst ivaounJod with their blosva Tbo top ijuivrred, tlie 
Irunk Bwayeil — stand from under! Ilumlit Slowly giving at first, 
itho noble tree fell with a cnaJi, and by good luck tho topmost 
branches rested on the opposite bant The tough bauhinia cre^r 
jnooted tbo stem firmly m spite of tho forco of tho stream. The 
jnimblo-footed Gonds tnpp«l along the (ninks and danibcted 
through tlio branches on to the other side, but the Englishmen 
went in up to their nocks, and, bolding firmly on by the tree, 
struggled across with great difficulty, and they were thankful to 
find, themselves onco more on terrafirma. 

“It would bo no joke,” remarked Fonlham, “to bo whirled 
.down that torrent. Touknowniybigc^jf/«i«e/«>e,-* Emestf Well, 

1 once lost it in one of the torrents in this very forest; the man 
wlio was carrying it was swept off hia legs, and, lieavj’ lump of brass 
na it IS, the stream carried it rij^t away down to tho pbiins of 
* A. large vubia^liMta of fcma. 
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Keioh, and it found and to wo by tlie nul;,’00Z2r of 

ono of the vilh;;c^ down there.” 

“ Well, I’n Rlad wc did not trooUe the said malgoowr i« jyrcpna 
jvnona tiih time,” rcjoinctliUlford, who felt tnorv inclinetl lojohc 
now tliat the hill with their caraii on it cawe in rij^ht. 

It wa? nearly dark when tlicy got in, and fo dowl a fatiguing 
and, as far as hison were concerned, nn unprofitable day, 

Itiitoo much the fa»hion, young reader, to descrilic in stories 
of Indian hunting life the brilliant successes only, and thc#o strung 
together make such a garland of victory that tlic impression is 
creatcil that one lias but to go forth into Iho u-oods and straightway 
arise lieasta of all kinds for the hunter to lay low ; whereas dl^ 
appointments are frequent and failures many. Xow and then 
comes a stroke of succc.ss, but the toil is great, and it would not bo 
right of us a-s a faithful recorder of Indbn camp life, nor would it 
be fair touurds those for whom we write, did wo not chrom’clo hero 
and tlierc misliaps and disappointments and ilays of unfruitful 
labour such as wc have just penned. 

.4. Xext moming the two friends woke later than usual ; the 
fatigues of the prerious day had somewhat told on them. Tlio day 
avaa fine, and at one time the sun seemed inclined to struggle 
through the clouds, hut tho mist ro«c again, and a leaden sky 
betokened another sunlcis, if not wet, day. 

Jeythoo was waiting, so, shaking off dull sloth, guns were brought 
out, breakfast hastily dcspatchc<l, and a few saiidwichcs stowed 
away in pockets and away they set forth Tlii.s time Jeythoo 
started in an opposite direction to the route of tho day before, and 
in a jhola found the tracks of n solitary bison. 

“Wc elxall have to Iw very careful about tiiia fellow, Ernest,” 
remarked his companion; “in the first place n Bohtary bison is 
c-vces-rively wary, and to tread on a dry twig at the last moment 
may lose you the fruits of aday's toil, os I have cxiicrienccd several 
times; so look carefully how you walk, anti avoid everything 
likely to crackle under your footsteps. Of course speaking will bo 
out of the question, but if you want to say anything just hold up 
a hand, and we will stop and communicate in whispers. Now, 
andiamo/ Jeythoo is patiently waiting. Go on, Jeythoo; I will 
fill your horn with English powder in addition to your usual buck- 
eheesh if you show us a bison to-day,” 

Tlie savage grinned wUU ddight, and salaamed ; then lifting his 
hand with a gesture enjoining sUcncc, the trio procecdeiL 

It was wonderful with wiiat acuteness the liijga led them over 
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liill anti valley for upwards of four uiilea. Once only was lie at 
fault, wjien a bed of decomposed micaceous scliist with out-cropping 
xoclc confused the trail, and then circling round he struck it again, 
and went on merrily, till at last he stopped on the crest of a hill 
overlooking a deep, narrow gotgi^ and motioning to Ids employers 
to lie down, ho wormed Ids way like a prowling cat through the 
thieV Underwood. 

Fordham knew the ways of the tracker,, and, glad, of the rest, 
laid liimscU down and patiently waited; but to Slilford the absence 
of Jeythoo seemed to be much longer than it really was. Ho tried 
to imitate the calmness of his companion, but his pulses were 
tingling to bo up and doing ; he strove to be patient, and occupied 
hrs mind in lookmg about at the curious insects and birds. There 
was a largo beetle wth yellow snots on the elytra, i^hich tbo Gonds 
affirm to be poisonous, and only to be antidoted by veiy disagree- 
able remedies j then there was a very curious little creature like a 
spider, with a velvety coat of bright crimson ; and a faggot insect, 
which consisted of a worm inside a little house of his oim made of 
a faggot of tiny twigs, all cut to equal lengths, and fastened together 
by a tenacious web. 

Once Fordham rose and cautiously moved about a dozen paces. 
A gigantic horn slied by some noble sambur Jiad caught hie eye, 
and Ilia tape was out to measure it. It was the largest horn ho 
had over met with, and it was a matter of regret that its fellow 
was not to be found. 

A little more patient waiting, and then noiselessly the hushes in 
front of them parted, and Jeythoo oppeared once more. It needed 
no sign to tell tho hunters that the trail had been followed to a 
successful end ; tho dil.atc(] nostrils and flashing eye of the tracker 
spoke for tjiemsclves. He held op one finger of the right hand, 
and then pointing down into tho gorge he motioned that the animal 
was there; then, tlutnring his anna over his head and round his 
body, he tried to eipbin In pantomime that ho wag a hugo bull 
mth large horns. After allowing tho dusky savage to moderate 
his transports, Fordham motioned to him to go on. 

Down they went with tho greatest caution — at times they were 
five minutes in getting over as many yards of ground ; gravel liad 
to bo avoided, dead leaves softly trwdcn on, dry sticks to be care- 
fully steppeil over, branches caariously held to prevent tho ieaves 
rustling, and at last Jeythoo motion^ to them to lie down and 
crawl after htin. At the boUmnof the valley was a narrow belt 
of lemon-grass, through which percolated a sluggish stream, and, a^ 
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covered rrftli grcjisli-biom hair, ataost black under the c.vcs 

'vhich have isiita" «>,' p* “ rr.rkvlte 

meneely muscular ahouldcra and foieunna, vrl^l 

the kuJo is rronJerfuUy fine for ao hca'^, m i 

dect-like and pointed ; Iho legs are arhilrsh, and give a 

loS totte aimak Much h» been reid ataut ti>= ^ 

gauT, but as a rule it i3 the mildest of creatures, 

llight. Of course there are exceptions to ^ wu^er 

fh?v nrfl rare : tliev are often shot over ^tcr m the hot vreatoer 
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where it lay. It certainly was of very largo sire, heing three feet 
ten inches along tlie curve from hnrr to lip, and ^ras very massive ; 
but unfortunately the other one could not be found, so after a 
ftnilUaa search they carried off the ouo in their possession. ^ 

Stags generally sheil their horns in April, so tho three months 
exposure had told to some extent on this one, and at a httlo 
distance it looked very like tho grey, barklcss branch of a tree. 

On their way home Jeythoo euddcnly stopped, and said, — 

“AVill the fnhibs ehoot more bisoni" 

“ Certainly, if you can show them." 

“Then follow me ; see, here arc the tracks of n herd : look, this 
is a bull, a large one ; hero ate three cows, and the prints of two 
calves,” . . 

“Ilurrahl" shouted Milford; “fire ahead, Jeythoo.” 

Tordham smiled ns ho followed the tracker’s lead. Tlio ground 
for some distance was soft, and Jeythoo kept on almost at a run, 
now and then stopping to examine critically tho green shoots that 
had been cropped, by which he seemed to calculate the time that 
hs(i elapsed since they passed, ^ic trail led them over a bill, and 
across an intervening valley over another rise, and ns the tracker 
peered over tho crest, be suddenly dropped on his knees, in which 
ho was followed by the others, and then, cautiously crawliiig to the 
edge, they saw in tlic a alley beneath on a broad ledge of turf, 
within easy range, tlic herd lying doxvn. 

They lay in a circle with their heads outwards, and the bull was 
one of those facing tho hunters. 

"Ilmcst,” said Fotdham in a whisper, “I am going to test a 
disputed question, and will fake that big fellow riglit in the fore- 
head with a ball ; tho chances aro he rviil be stunned, if not killed, 
and when the others spring up at tho report pick out the nearest 
cow. "Wo'!! reckon tho first bull as your prire. I cannot resist 
the temptation of this shot, for it is a popular idea that a bison’s 
skull is ball-proof.” 

“ All right,” replied the young man, “ I will take the ivext one.” 

“Aim a little higher tlmn you did last time, for the bullet must 
travel downwanls from tbc position wo occupy, and it is as well. to 
avoid injuring the poor creature uselessly.” 

ForJharn raised his Jjoavy rifle, which was charged with a two- 
ounco bullet, hardened witli quicksilver, and resting it on a ImoU 
of outcropping basalt, brought tho fine sight to bear on the hollow 
just below the frontal ridge, in a medial lino between the eyes. 
Milford, quite forgetting the share ha had to take in the subsequent. 

15—2 
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proceedings, looked on rrith mtensc excitement, holding his breath 
os tho bright flash Iccpt forth. The mighty hull, stricken as it 
were by a thnnderboU, gathered Ids limbs together irith convulsive 
energj", and Avith au expiring groan rolled over on his side. The 
leaden messenger had done its work ; no bone, however massive, 
could resist so forcible a projectile, though a light ball from a 
smooth-bore might have failed. 

At the report the rest of the herd sprang to their feet and dashed 
headlong down the slope, Idil/ord’s cow amongst the Jot, and he 
was so taken aback that when he did fire his shot was ineffectual 
to stop her. Fotdham, whose ready eye and hand never deserted 
hira, sprang to his feet, and aiming at the root of the corah or 
ridge on her back, he dropped her in her tracks, saying, “There, 
Ernest, I've stopped your runaway cow for you j go down and put 
hecout of pain by a shot behind the car." 

Tlve cow was quickly de^tched, and Slilford compared her 
with the others he had sceiL She was of slighter build than the 
bull, with a more slender neck and no hump; the boras were 
emnller and not so massive in proportion. 

IMilford returned to his companion, who was carefully ezamhdng 
the effects of his shot, and probing the wound with fits ramrod; 
whilst Jcythoo vvas squatted under a bush some little distance off, 
making himself a rude kind of cigarette by rolling up a pahs leaf 
and stuffing it with dry fotttcco his ^uch, wluch he lighted 
by hammering a flint on ll»e edge of his axo over a bit of charred 
rag. 

“I wish," said Eordham, looking up from bis measurements; 
“that we could have secured one of those calves; I would give a 
gootl round sum for one of them." 

“ Could not Jcythoo g«t one for you T" 

“Xo; I am afraid not, trappuig does not answer, and the cows 
ate so savage in their defence of their young, that it is a difficult 
matter to Becure one unless the mother of a very young one be 
killed, but then the calves almost always die. I never heard of 
one being kept alive and tamed, though I do not see why it should 
not be done, as an allied animal, the gayaJ (GtrtYrus /ronialui} has 
not only been domesticated, but has produced hybrids with the 
ordinary Indian cattle; but itisrecord^of thegaurthat the young 
in captivity never live over the third year." 

On their way home Milford ^ded to his collection a specimen 
of the large .brown squirrel,* which tempted his fate by running 

* Sriaruf aMtHniu; 
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across tlieir path on his way frora one treo^ to another. This 
gplcndiil variety, is about t^o times tho sire of the English 
wmirrel, being from sixteen to eighteen inches long the bwy, 
ami the tail is about twenty inches mote. Tlie prevailing colour 
is a bright maroon, the under part being yellow. 

It was hate in tho afternoon when they reached their huts, and 
they arero glad to draw their chairs to the fire and rest till dinner- 
time, talking over the events of tlio day. And they were avell 
satisfied with tho llirec bison, two of them fine hulls, that liad fallen 
to their lot. 

On tho next day they agreed to separate, Eonlham talcing a minor 
star, and giving Jeythoo to MUfonl; they decided to meet at a 
certain point on the confines of tho forest, where their horses were 
to be stationed, from whence they intended to gallop to Ashta. 

Jeythoo took tho route by which they had returned on tho , 
eventful afternoon when they cut down tho semul tree, and ns 
ililford crossed the now perfectly dry rocky bed of the torrent, ho 
noticed their impromptu bridge spanning the gorge, and parted with 
it for tho last time with regret ; it seemed like an old friend, and a 
good friend it had proved at n pincK Had lime allowed of it ho 
would have liked to liavc bad n canoe hollowed out of it ; and as ho 
walked along ho built little castles in the air of the time when he 
might Tctum to Fenidalo as Us master, and how nicely the canoe 
would float on the mere in tho park, and the bisons’ heads grace 
the liall; and* then he thought of certain bright blue eyes that 
might look at the said canoe, and the bisons’ head’, and tiger skin’, 
and a little heart that would flutter when she thought of tho dangers 

her husband had gone through to ginn these trophies, and in 

fact ilaster Ernest was getting very senUraental and abstracted, 
when Jeythoo suddenly broke in on his dreams with an exclamation 
of _“Boda.’' Milford started and looked around, but tho tracker 
pointed to a print of the hoof in tho soft ground, and held up one 
linger. • 

Another solitary bull, Milford thought that solitary bulls were 
the exception, but this was the third they had met with sinco they 
I entered tho Sonaavanifocest It vrasalong trail, but luckily it was 
all in the way home, or rather to tho point of rendezvous, and at 
last Jeythoo tracked him home to lus mid-day siesta in a deep 
jhola ; piloting Milford caicfully down ho led liim beliind a tree, 
and pointed excitedly with along skinny finger at a dark object in 
the brushwood about forty yards off. It was tho bison, no doubt, 
bat it was not possible to get, a fatal sliot at him, and hlilford knew 
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it wns «solc«s firing unless ho couU ho fcrtnm of liis mmj fo be 
■waited niidwnitcdivilh Uics greatest palicnco, hut still tho^imal Up 
his position : ot last, fearful of dcttiiniug 1-ordbam too long at too 
place ulicro they Mere to mount, and knowing tliey had a s 
Kallon hefuro them, ho determined to change Ins ground, and ^ 

round tho hull. Joy thoo made a gesture of dissent, not knomeg 

motives which actuated the proceoiliiig, hut Jfilford ’ 

he regretted it afterwards, hut Milli tho regret -nns the thought t . 
ho inightdiavo watched fat half a day. Cautiously ns ’ 

tho action was fatal, for ns he inadvertently trod on n eticJc, 
hisou gavo a snort of alarm, and, plunging into the thicket, eras i 
tiirough tho foiost ns he nishcil up-hill, llilfoi'd’-. first impulse w 
to pitch forward his rifle and fire, hnthotestr.iined hira<eu witlit 
thouglit that ho could hut hurt tboanimal without m 
stopping him, and ho would not run tho risk of perpetrating an 
of wanton cruelty, eimply for the sake of eayi»» ho had wounue _ 
and lost a bison. . . , , 

Jcytlioo was rather dl.sgusted ; if the s-iliih had oiiJy been pane 
]io svould have had a shot. At last Milfonl made him understan 
that the hurra sahib was waiting, and that it was necessary to 
Imste, on which tho savage was api>easc(l, and set off 
walk in the Ashta direction. Of coureo if the hurra sahio iiac 
hoen there the bison would have l>ecn hiooght to Iwy, hut as it snw 
it could not he helped. Milford felt the conclusion of h»S8tjnk 
iind been very unsatisfactory, and ho was not even to have the goo 
opinion of Jeythoo at the last, although Jcythoo had noted i 
Fatisf.iction some of tho shots made hy tho young FporUman on 
former occasions. IIosveTcr, he in sonic measure recovered hia los 
ground in his sable companion’s estimation by dropping in hno style 
n simbuT st-ig, which with a liuul dashed across their- path. 

"When they got to tho horses Fotdham was already there, having 
arrived about a quarter of an hour before them ; he had been un- 
successful, not having seen a tiling worth shooting. 

They were quite sorry to part with .TeythoP, ami gave hini an 
ample present of money and gunpowder, and promised to return 
n"iiu some day to SonawarvL i «,i 

°Tlio morning after their return to Ashta, old "W uzecr Jlahom^l 
ncked ililfonl if ho would like to sec n little fish shooting.’ 
eourse he w.as anxious to sec anything tlmt was new to him, sj 
mounting a khanchur, they drove out to a tonk a httic distamo off. 
Liutc there was a sort of wrooden pier with a tower at the end of 
i ?nto this they mounted, whilst a little bhck-hioking urchin 
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kept 'watch below. Tlio sun was jost getting up and gilding the 
surface of the calm little mere, which reflected a^ in a mirror uio 
fringe of dark forest around. 01d"\V«zccr Slahomcd touched his 
’English companion, H’lio was abstracteilly gazing at the sccncrj’, 
lightly on the sleeve, and ^lointcd to the water below. Slilford 
looked do'wu and saw a large fish basking on the surface, with his 
dorsal fm out of water. As he avas expected to fire at it, he did so, 
striking it as near to the head as \»3sible. That the shot took effect 
■ w.as attested by the plimges of tlie fish as it sank, and immediately 
Iho boy dived after it and brought it out. It ivas a large sauunil, 
or tnurral as it is called in some parts of India {Ophtori'phalus 
manilius), a common inhabitant of tanks tluoughout the country. 
In colour it is a dingy orange, with dark, greenish vertical bands, 
ami white spots. It attains a length of four feet occasionally, and 
is often eaten by Europeans. It is chiefly taken by means of night 
linos baited witli frogs, but for tod fishing a cockroach is tho most 
tempting lure, though a very disagreeable one. Soon after a round 
spot appeared on tlio surface of tho water, and thinlcing it was 
Another sanwail Milford took a careful aim and fired, but without 
any apparent results ; again tho object appeared, and a second bullet 
went true to tho mark, but without effect; and old M’ureer Mahomed 
explained the cause, by stating that the shots were liied at terrapins, 
on which it was quite useless to waste powder and ball The fish 
shooting was 8tupi«l work ; perhaps to tho mdolcnt Oriental, who 
could squat and smoke, and take a shot now and then, it might bo 
enjoyment, but Milford thought a liltlo of it was quite enough. 

He wa«>, however, amused and iiiteicsted for .i time by u*atclimg 
the nelion of the piebald kmgh'shcr,* as it hoieivd over the water 
for its prey. This curious black-and-white kingfisher is common 
all over India, and tho way in which it hawks for its food lia-s 
doubtless been noticed by most people. Tlie ordinary birds of this 
family watcli from some fixetl pi>-t of observation — an overhanging 
bough or rock from which they «Uitt — but the pied kingfisher roams 
freely on tho wing, now and then hovering quite .stationary over a 
likely spot, and then suddenly closing his pinions ho falls, as though 
he were made of lead, into tho water, from whence ho emerges with 
ft fish in his bill, which he carries off to sonic adjacent branch to 
devour. ^ This pretty littio bird occasionally visits Hurope., whero. 
its activity has been noticed by natoralists. Tlie certainty of its 
aim is most astonishing ; it seldom, if ever, fails in its dart. 

iVfter a while MLlfonl sng;estcd to tho old malgoozat that they 

* nidu. 
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slioulil try souic more cnliventQ" sport than the fish shooting, and 
proj)oscd a <lrivc round t)jo jungles in the hhanchnr. So tJicy 
descended from tiicir perch and drove off, the little bullocks trotting 
along merrily to tho tuno of their bells. Tho country they went 
tfirough tvas undjjiat/ng, sparsely caltivnte<l, and a good deal over- 
gro%vn by scrub, principillyofbejrbushes. Hero JlCfonl shotadoo 
cliikara or gazcllo ; imllko tho other antelope, but in this particular 
resembling the goats — tho femato cliikara has horns, slightly ringed 
at tho base, but otherwise sinoothcr and much lighter than those of 
the male, which nro gracefully curvc«I and massively proportioned 
for their length, which ranges from ten to fourteen inches, and are 
tinged from the base to within two inches of Iho tip. Tlie natives . 
make a curious dagger of tho horns of the cliikara. A pair of horns 
are reversed, base to base, overlapping about five inches j the ends 
are hrmly fastened by brass clamps, the space between the curve of 
tho horns allowing of tho hands to pass tlirough for a grip ; tho 
tips of tho horns are armed witli steel points, thus forming a double 
dagger. 

Tiio horns of tho female nro used sometimes by shikarees for 
carrying tho fiuo gunpowder avilh which they ptimo the pans of their 
nintc}docks. 

The chikara is sometimes hunted doivn by dogs, assisted by a 
large species of falcon, tho saker (jPalco eater). Tho bird is trained 
to fly at tho poor animars head, which it buffets with its inugs, 
wliilst at the same time it peeks at the gazelle's eye^ tUI the poor 
croatuTo is so unpede<l in its flight as to allow the dogs, which would 
otherwise havo no chance, to conio up and seize it-— a cruel and 
unmanly sport to our way of thinking and one in which no true 
hunter would take pleasure. 

As they drove on they heard a shouting and laughing of merry 
GoikIs, and soon came upon a party ot them accompanied by two 
dogs, busily engaged in digging out a porcupine,* 

The entrance of the animal’s abode was a hole in a bank, at 
wliich the dogs were yelping and scratching ; but the bipeds had 
gone more scientifically to work by countermining from above, 
sinking shafts doiruwards at various points, till at last they reached 
his inner chamber, when he scuttled out, and charging backwards 
at the dogs with all his spines erected he soon sent them flying, 
howling most piteously j but a Gondee axe hurled at his head soon 
put an end to his career, for a porcupine’s skull is particularly 
tender. Milford lookedonwiththegreatcst interest ; hehadnever 

* J/fstrix IncKm. 
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teen atlo to understanct how the porcupine could mate his quills 
weapons of offence — of defence they were self-evident, but, as the 
darting theory was one in which ho put no faith, ho was puzzled to 
know how the quills were so foimidahlc. However, when 1 >q saw 
tho infuriated littlo creature rushing backwards and sideways, 
erecting tho sharp spines as ho made little sudden jobs at his assail- 
ants, he realised how tho offensivcncss was accomplished. Tho two 
dogs had suffered severely on this occasion : one had a quill driven 
deep into his neck; tho other had one through his jaw, and another 
fixed so firmly into the muscles of tKo face under the eye, that it 
was with the greatest difficulty and exercise of sheet strength that 
tlio spine was drawn onL MUfonl bought tbe porcupine from tho 
Gonds, as he was anxions to taste it, having often heard of tho 
excellence of tho meat, which resembles very delicate pork. 

Tho rest of the day was spent in skinning the bison heads care- 
fully, and preparing them, and cleansing tho skulls, whikt the 
skins were packed in small kegs of strong brine for future prepara- 
tion. 

The nest morning they matched l»ck towards Sconce, and 
2i[ilford turned in his saddle at the top of a small gbat, with a sigh, 
of regret os his eye wandered for tho mt time over the dark distant 
lino of tho bison jungles of SoonwaoL 





UOB5S or TOC cavB. 


TDEaulumninCentralltitTia 
_ - II slack tinio for liimteis. 
, Xot only arc the jungles un- 

^ Jiealtliy and feverish, but the 
abundance of water and the 
provrtb of the underwood aro 
all against the Bhikaree, 
and in favour of the animah Our friends were, therefore, com- 
■nelled to remain in the station for some time, making occasional 
forays on the antelope plains, winch, from the open character of the 
cStry and perfect drainage, were healthy at all seasons of the 
vear Fordham’s official duties gave him ample occupation ; but 
ililford longed for camp life ^n. There is alm^t ^e ^e 
monotony in a smaU station that there la on boaul 
Jaccs day after day— the same routine. Three young men making 
S5e to ^he sohtary spinster; the doctors wife cuts with the joint 
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f-isicy to liim j nml *0 Xalitn thrown ajvicc, rraxln^ cot in 
wi‘il<nn, l)ut in tnixcliivf «nf! iitalun*. He Moiilil jirowl mun/l llio 
K^inlcn ^Ulkin;; the other auiin.il-< that ro.iiiic'I about, wttity to 
work in n most way. 

At LiJt, when he aww nbrnit the of n CiumW apnnick it 
cotuiilomi lime to n^stoil hh lilKrty; no n alout hufTalolMthcr 
collar wa-t |iiil r>inn<l lut neck, nml a clron;; clnin faMencd him to 
his nLiki' — a jir^wcilin;; .Matter at fip't <h'e/<If<U/«bj»'i:{c<J to, 

nml iiouly cummit{<sl nidculo by h-uijrinx; but he pot tvcom-ilM 
in time In hit novel i>itiialioti, an<l ftum thenceforth liccamo tlto 
ctiwchl |x't «if the tahio ncrvAiiU, who, they ait rountl him at 
the kilchew dwir. wnuM roll liuii o\ir on hit bick anil tickle and 
fcratcli him to hu infinite enjoynwnt. He avas never allowoil nw 
meat, lait hvl n oniall nllownnce of Wilnl p-nl'/* flesh tUily, with an 
mudi milk ns he could «lnnk , nnJ thi« he uouhl only dnnk out of 
n liotllo, even when fuUprowii. Put a dish of milk l«fore liini, 
ond tn Mould hu hope jnw, upvttiiip the tcmcI } but Jiold out a 
bottle full, aiui ho would iwlllo down, like n greyhound roric/<a«/| 
and drink it ilown with great »ali*f-ietion. 

On ono oceauon he got the flavour of nw meal. He had l>cen 
taken In lie |i]int<>grn(ilic<h but ho was rc^tleiu and would not remain 
atiU for ft w-cond. Tlic photngTai>hcr Ihoughtlcwly pavo him n raw 
rib of liccf, which ^aliui (wuoil at once ; but the motion of gnawing 
it ^TTvs oven wor»o than the first fidgctincs.*, and hi^ keeper was 
ordered to tako tho l«iio away; but tho attempt was met by a 
mvngo growl, and tho tiger's cyo glar<il nngrily at the man as ho 
ti'ltcatcd. Fotdliam saw this would never Jo, so he took hold of 
tho bone, onlcring Zalini to Id go, but tho growls bccamo morts 
ominous, and ho mndo a vicious etroko with his paw, Piantiug a 
tremendous blow full on tho mutiocor's mouth, liis master picked 
up Uio dropjwd bono and flung it nsvny, but the animal was very 
restless and unhinged in fits temper for n time ; and this sras tho 
first taste ho hail ever had of raw meat. 

On one occasion liis master, shaking hands, or paws, with him, 
gave him svhat schoolboys are rather fond of — a knuckling. Zalini 
quickly protnuled his claws and ploughed a deep furrow in tho 
nggressivo Jiaml. Fonlham quietly wrapped hLs liondkerchicf 
round it and walked away. 

A full.gTown man might do anything with him, but when a child 
came near, the tiger would crouch and his cars go back and ejes 
glare, whilst lus whiskered lipawonkl draw back over his glistening 
tuslcA So for all these tilings Fordham made up his miod ho was 
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not altogether a safe pet, and Zallm was under orders for England. 
Especially had this determination been come to since he hroho loose 
one night and made his way to his master's bedroorn. Foidham 
walked in after dining with a friend, and, finding no light, felt for 
some matches, Avhen ho suddenly found his legs embraced and the 
calf of one of them in the mouth of what he at first thought was a 
dog j hut, rememhering Zalim, he put down his hand and patted 
him, on which the animal jumped up and gambolled round him like 
a kitten, whilst he lighted n candle and secured him. 

He was often allowed to come into the room when the doors were 
closed, and then he would have a wild game of romps, springing 
over beds and chairs, worrying a red sofa-bolster which was his 
sjiecial object of attack. 

Thero was a little scene between him and Cossack one morning. 
The horse had come up to bo fed with bread, and, just to see wbat 
ho would do, Pordliam held a piece of bread close to the tiger. On 
came the fearless horse and found himself face to face n*ith the 
king of the felines. Nothing daunted he stood still ns Zalim 
imjiudently advanced, and gave him a quiet pat on the nose. The 
next moment, with a shrill whinny, the Arab struck out wth his 
forefoot; and had the tiger not drawn hack very suddenly, tho 
iron-shod hoof would have made some impression on Ins skull. 

Wo have hero called tho tiger the king of the felines. In tho 
opinion of every one who knows him, ho is so, though the title is 
usmilly given to tho hoiL The lion lias certainly a more noble and 
majestic appearance, omng to his flowing mane ; but in size, 

. strength, and ferocity he is inferior to the tiger. As regards size 
wo were doubtful tUl wc had opportunities, sorao ten or twelve 
years ago, of measuring skeletons of the two animals, when, to our 
surprise, wo found the tiger tho larger animal Tlicre is little doubt 
about the relative ferocity of tho two ; and perhaps some may 
remember tho fight which occurrctl in one of tho menageries in 
England, in which a lion and a tiger of apparently equal powers 
got by accident together, and how the former was killeil 

In a cage a^oining tho deer-liouso ^vas a fine leopard, or properly 
^'anther, a nice, sleek, glossy-skinned creature, wlioso jct-hlack 
ro'^ettes shono out on his palo yellow coat. He was tamo, hut 
untnistwoTtby, treacherous, and cruel, like all of his species. Tho 
tiger is an aiuiablo creaturo compared with tho p.'intlier ; tho latter 
is a cold-hloode<l, vindictiTC, treacherous sneaky brigand, over 
TOcrcilcss and shifty; but ono who fights to the death when brought 
to bay. ° 
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This 0110 had hecn coopctl up in tlic eamo ca^o ivitli a eligiilly 
smalier companion, with whom ho seemed to liio on terms of 
perfect amity; hut one night there was a quarrel, and a fight 
ensued, in which tins larger overcame and slow his comrade, and 
before morning ate a conaidetahlo portion of him. 

"WTicn taken young, pantlieis are most amusing and playful little 
pots, hut they shoulil never ho kept after six months of age, except 
in confinement, ilundttda of melancholy accidents have occurred 
by neglecting this rule. 

In the deer hooso were several specimens of samhur, axis, rib- 
face, and others. In the first pen aras a samhur doe, as a nile a very 
quiet and inolTcnsive animal, but when vexed with her keeper about 
anything, she is apt to rear up and stnke rapidly like a boxer with 
licr forefeet. Next to her was a stag with Hs horns in velvet. 
Then came a pen with "Tommy,” a little Brahminy bull, brown, 
with hlack head and hump, a perfect little be.auty. Tommy would 
trot twenty nulcs with a bght weight on his back, and would stand 
fire like a rock, and so was occasionally used as a stalkiug-bullock 
for antelope ; but he was somewhat inclined to bo vicious, and had 
aignalired himself ono day by tossing on unwary Ihkii, op wafer- 
carrier, who had taken it upon lurascU to walk just ahead of Tommy, 
whicii the self-important littio .creature resented by giving him a 
toss over. Next to Tommy came a fine large blue bull, whose 
pierced nostrils and head st^ showed Uiat be w.os in some manner 
more subjected than the rest of his wild companions. .iVnd this 
was the case ; he had been trained to carry a rider or a load, and, 
tliough he was a little awkward to sit, Fortlham often rode liim. It 
is a strange thing th.'it, whilst the nylghau can be trained to bear a 
load or drag a carriage, tho sambar, though of equal size, is utterly 
incapable of canying tho least thing. AVe have tried to train them, 
bat tlieir backs give way with Uie slightest pressure. 

Fordham used to make his blue bull earn his gram by carrying 
the servants’ bundles w'hilst marching out in camp, and this not 
only saved an extra pack-bullock, but it kept the animal’s spirits 
down; otherwise he was rather given to he aggressive with Ms 
short straight horns. 

The shed contained several other specimens of deer; tho rib-faced, 
which w.as caught in tho net on the first day when Milford was 
initiated into Indian field sporty ond which was now a lino fat 
fellow, very tame ; * two heautifid axis, a stag and a liind ; a pair 
of gazelles, two four-liorned nntciopc% and three iiiousenleer. ATo 

* We l^ro elievbtrfl DCBtloitcd lua CanUrontis pfopdultl,^ 
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liave already noticwl infr-t of tlic«c in pruviout page’, po avo atiU 
tarn to a rather lianJionie-Ioolang animal rt'cmhling the ctA'el cat ; 
Uiia Ara.^ a tree tvt, or PartvhtTUs It ia commonly 

reported to have an excc<vivo fon'lnesa for or the juice of 

the palm tree, and from ihu it pet^ the name of toildy cat j hut in 
Central India, or rather in the Central I’roriocr?, toddy unknown, 
the national drink bein'* mouhwa, a etrong fpirit distillwl from thf 
flowers of Iho raouhwa tree,* Tlie nm*ang, therefore, lives on 
small animal fry — mice, liranls, eggs, small biril*, and cockroichc’, 
and Is a mo«l undesirable visitor in the {wultry yard. In appear- 
ance it U like a 

rather slcrul genet, . 

with longi’h fur of 
a deep fulA*oua 
colour, stripedlongi- 
tudinally on the 

sides Avith black, 
the head and lim'vi 
being (lark blackisn 
broAvn; but tlic 

colouringvaricacon* 
sidcrably. 

Fordliam's spcci- 
* men Avas exceed- 
ingly tame, and jivssooat. 

' Avhilst ho Avas in 

the station it Araa allowctl to nin about the hou«e, though there Avas 
a considerable amount of jealousy between it aiui his especial pet, 
“Pipit,” commonly called “ Pips” o largo grey mungoose.t Pips 
Avas a splendid specimen of bis fciml, on<l talented Avitbah Ifo 
measAuctl seventeen inches in the bwly, Iho tail ilftccn, total thirty- 
tATo inches, and AA-eighed three pounds seven ounces, lie Avas 
caught by a lamo old serwant of Foitlham’s, who prescntctl him to 
his master. The little mite was then about tho sizo of a rat, ami 
ptolnbly about a month old, and, after being at first very Avild and 
snappish, ho becamo excessively tame. P'onihaiii had tAvo of them 
at tho mmo time, and in the letter to a naturalist friend ho Avroto : 

“I Avitnessed yestctAlay a singular cbullilion of anger on tho part 
of one of my pcLs. ^ley arc fed twico n day on raw meat, chiefly 
birds, and on receiving their portions they run off groAvling into 
somo comer to enjoy their mcals-at leisure. On this occasion, 

* rMs\atatifA{n, \ UcTjtsUigHimi. 




210 


BKONEE. 


however, tlic two ran into tho samo comer, and against each other, 
when there inimediately commenced a combat, and as the little one 
was getting the worst of .it I palled off tho other. IIo was in a 
very cscitcd state, evcij' hair stiffly erected, and as I let him go he 
rolled over on his Iwck, foaming, and with every appearance of 
fiuflbcation, but after a few stru^lcs he recovered, and took 
a sensible view of tho question liy carrying off his meat to devour 
in peace. It is great fun to eeo my last acquisition and a httle 
jungle cat (I'efin e/iam) playing together. They are just like two 
children, in their manner, romping .and rolling over each other till 
one gets angi^-, when there is a quarrel and a fight, which, however, 
is soon made up, tho kitten gcnendly making the first advances 
towards a rcconcili.ation, and then they go on as merrily as ever. 
The cat is a very playful, good-tempered little thing; the colour is 
a reddish yellow, with darker red stripes like a tiger, and efightly 
spotted ; tho cars and eyes arc very large, the orbits of the last bony 
and prominent ^Vh8t is it, Chaus or Benpalensisi I am not as 
yet learned in cats when very young. If it be a real jungle cat— 
which my shikarees declare it to b^it stmugoly belies the savage 
nature of its kind, as Thomson says, 

•• Th« hg«r UartSrs fi«Tc« 

Impetaons oa tb« rmf hi$ slaacs bu doonml. 

Tb« li>«l7 ibmEfif i«oivtnlsiy«Ued o'er 
Wilh many a enot— Uio beaatv of Lbe waste. 

And Komlag: ell the tamlo; arte of m.-in. 

Poets are not always correct. Tigers have often been tamed, though 
they are not to be depended on.” 

The rest of the letter w© need not quote, os it is all a description 
of a species of sand-grouM (JYcfOc/eg cawfw), a bird we have already 
noticed. But to return to our fnend Pips. Though so fond of 
cats, he had the greatest aversion to dogs, showing but little fear of 
them, and attacking the hugest on the least provocation. Though 
reared on raw meat, he preferred it cooked, and Lad lost much of 
his savage nature, he was partial t^ holding them in his 

p-aws whilst he cracked one end and bit a little hole, out of which 
he sucked the contents. A particularly fastidious little animal, he 
avoided dirt of all kinds, and most carefully cleaned himself ofter 
'meals, even to picking his teeth with his daws in a most absurd 
way. Then os to bU accomplishments: he had been taught fosit- 
up, shoulder a miniaturo musket, “ready, present, fire; "jump over 
his master’s head, turn somersault^ eit on a little stool, and bad a 
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.variety of little tricts. Tlie x*oflrcrfol fle^liy tail of the 
Oilie that of the kaDgaroo) Ijelp him lo eit up with ca^ ; in t 
it is a wmmon Ihio^ vith the wil*! atiinul lo uji ivlicn on tno 
look<rat. Vonlliaia’a tnun{;oo^ \7oultt follow him onf alioofinp, 
ami tnali to s<'iza a hinl if it fell. On one occarion Pips was lost, 
and there was a general iamentalion in camp, lie li-ul Ijcen cn- 
tfusled to a syce, who had given him a rido on a led horse ; hut at 
Eomc part of the way poor Pips Unl (nmhlod off, and, his collar 
elipping over his hcml, hs fell on Iho road and was left behind. 
Great was the dLsmay of the eyce on dl-covcring his los*, and great 
svas the grief of his master. Tlwy lud tnvci<c«l eighteen mite* of 
country, and there ares no certainty where the nccidont liail oceurnsl, 
so Fotdliam. gave up tUn idea of accitig hw t«t again. However, 
as ho went out Bhooling next morning, an accident lumwl him from 
the course he ititcntlctl to take into the old track taken hy his unip 
the day before, and after going a short distance ho stopj'cd towp 
his rinc, for a black buck appcarctl in the dislancc. As he was 
doing this a little yelp wxs Ucaixl, and down rushed poor I’iiis out 
of a palaa tree by the roadside. 

Tlie cries of the mungooso are a grating mew, the most common ; 
then occasionally, especially when calling to one another or searching 
for anything, a querulous ycln, more like tho t)oto of a bird ; aird 
thirdly, the growl, which is like that of a cat 

One day Milford and Fotdlmro, after making tho round of thci 
pets, walked down to tho stables, and in the camel shed found a 
little ludc surgery going on. Tlio camel \lrivcr was dressing n huge 
eoTO on tho camel's back with a poultice of green loaves mashed 
into a pulp. On enquiring into Iho cause of tho sore, tho man 
declared it to liavo l>een caused by a musk tat running over its 
back. ® 

_ “Poorbllle wretch,” said Fonlliamasthcy turned away; “another 
siri falsely laid lo his charge, for nmoro harnilosslwast never existed; 

' but there is n strange cotncidcnco in this superstition, IJmcst. In 

former days in England a similar chaigo useil to bo made against 
the musk rat’s little EuTOpe.an brother, tbo sbrow mouse. Gilbert 
•■\Vluto in bis ‘Katurol History of Scl^me,* Kiys, ‘It is supposed 
that a shrew mouse U of so baneful and dclcletioua a nature that 
•whenever it creeps over a beast, bo it horse, cow, or sheep, the 
milfering animal is afflicted with cruel engirish and threatened with 
the loss of the luo of tho limb;’ and in Brand’s ' Popular Antiqui- 
ties ' you ■will also find an nccount of tbo barbarous ceremonies used 
to avert the ill affects of tbo supposed venom.” 
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“ I5ut musk mta nxo liomd Uimps," eaid Jfilfonl ; “ I never Ijeard 
tuiy cmo say a good wonl in tl>eir fovour.” 

"Tliat,” rejoined liis companion, *'is because of tlio general 
ignorance regarding the animal. I never allow one to be killed in 
uiy house, for sovcwl reasons. In the first pkace they are not rats 
at nil ; they belong to the CAmlvora and not to the rodents, and the 
skull of a musk rat iasomcthiiig like tUo miniaturo of a bear's skull; 
they creep through holes made by rats 'ind get the credit of having 
made them, hut their dentiUoo would not allow of such a feat 
Tlieir food la entirely animal — cockroaches, scorpions, grasshoppers, 
and tho like — and they are of great wso in .i liouse in clearing e^ray 
uo\iou3 inseeta. At one place I had a mhsk rat that would come 
out everj' evening to my whistle and take grasshoppers Out of my 
fingers j it seemed to be very shorhsighted, and did not notice tho 
insect till quite close to my hand, when, with a short swift spring 
it would pounce on its prey.” 

" Cut the BmeU is so objectionable," urged ililfoid. 

“ Have you noticed it much in this house 1” asked Fordham. 

"No, I cannot say I have. Occasioually I liave como neross a 
whiH, but nothing to take much notice of.” 

"And yet," replied the other, “my house is full of them. No 
doubt they have a (Usagreeable musky odour which they can emit 
when they like, -but that is only when they are frightened, and 
their nests arc also impregnated with tbe^mell; bukas to their 
taintmg wine through the bottle, no man who has studied the 
matter or scientific naturalist would eatertain the idea for a moment. 
In the c.a«o of beer or wine bottled in this countiy, a musty smell 
is often noticed, which is at once laid to the chaige of the poor 
musk rat ; hut it is either from on ill-washed bottle in which either 
a musk rat has been, or which has been inhabited by coekreache^ 
or the corks used have been tainted; hut I doubt whether the 
glands of the skunk, which are far more powerful than those of tho 
musk rat, would, if rubbed over a bottle, give tho faintest flavour 
to the most delicate wine. My theory is that the animal in a 
quiescent state does not emit tho musky smell. "We had once been 
talking at mess about musk rats ; someone declared a ^ttlo of 
sherry Iwd been tainted, and nobody defended the poor little beast 
but myself, and I was considerably laughed- at. However, one 
night soon after, as I was dressing before dinner, I heard a musk 
rat pqueak in my room. II«» was a chance. Shutting tho door, 

T laid a clean pocket-handkerchief on the ground nest to lie wall, 
knowing the way in which tho animal usually skirts round a room. 
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On ho cnrae and ran over tbo liantlkerclitef, and llicn, Rceio^j me, 
lio turned and went back again. 3 tben be3»led him once tnoro a.au 
fjuietly turned him ; and tlua went on till I had mado mm run 
over tho handkerchief fire time^ I then look it up and Ihero ivw 
not tho least smclL I then went acroaij to the mcsT-hoiL-o, and, 
producing tho Jiandkcrcliicf, wkcel Mvcral of my brother olTiCcrfi if 
they could pcrcciro any peculiar nncll about it. No, none of Ibem 
could. ‘W'dl, all I know io,’ raid I, ‘that 1 hare driven a musk 
rat five limeg over tliat pocket-handkercluef just now.”* 

“■\Vliat did tbey my thenl" 

I think they were inclined to bo incmlulous I but M I 
had not tbo cliaraclcr o! being a romancer, I think I fcoml a few 
points in favour of tho poor Vittlo jwrsecuU^ lie-ast. lloworer, to 
go from a molebill to a mountain, let m go down to tho elephants. 
There is a grand operation to be pcrlonncd there j no !es.s than tho 
extraction, of a pieeo of a back tooth out of a Uvo elephant'a bead.” 
Good gracious 1 ^Vho is to bo the denti^tl ’’ 

“Katnian Khan, the old mahout lie believes ho can cure tliis 
elephant wlucU has hcea going off into a decline, all, a.s ho declares, 
on account of an abnorraal hack tooth which ought to come out.'* 
"ilnt can ho get itoutf Tho animal will bo maddened with 
pain." 

“TTcU, ho docs not intend to draw it, but to cbt off a projecting 
part which irritates bis mouth and prevents his eating ; tho m.in b 
clever, so I am going to let liim try the experiment Wo got tho 
elephant cheap on account of his bad condition, and if ho is cured 
he will bo worth double tho money, for lie is a fine big fellow. Hut 
to buy an elephant cheap on account of las bad condition does not 
always pay. I onco heanl of a very fine animal for ealo at Nagpoor, 
BO went down to bare a look at him. "SVlicn be entered tho com- 
potod of the house where I was staying, ho certainly looked at tho 
point of death, aUekia and bone; boco^d hardly draw one leg after 
another. But he wm a fine big fellow, and I thought if I could get 
him cheap ho might be cured, especially os it oppeatwl to l)o mete 
starvation ho was suffering from. Somo natives keep elephants 
merely for tho name of tho thing, and just give them enough to keep 
them alive, and no more. ‘Well,’ I said to tlio man in charge, in 
reply to the exorbitant price ho named, ‘go and toll your ma«ter his 
elephant Is at the point of dcaAt. I may ho ahlo to euro him, but 
if left with you he will surrdy die. I will give so much and no 
mote.’ The man pondered a tet and then said, ‘Well, sahib, I am 
not authorized to cloec with you except for tho Bum I liavo named, 

10—2 
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“ But music rats are horrid things,” said Milford ; “ I never heard 
any ono say a good iron! ia Iheir farour." 

“HinV’ rejoined lus companion, “is because of tho general 
ignorance regarding the animal. I never allow one to bo feiilcd in 
nj 3 ' house, for several reasons. In the first placo they arc not rats 
at all 5 they belong to tho carnivora and not to tho rodents, and the 
slcidl of a mush rat is sometliuig like the miniature of a be.ir'sfhuUi 
they creep through liolcs made by rats and get the credit of hamg 
made them, but tlieir dentition would not allow of such a feat 
Their fooi.1 is entirely animal — coctcroachos, scotjiion^ grasshopper?, 
and the like — and they are of great txse in a house in clearing away 
nouous insects. At one place I had a mltsk rat tliat would come 
out evci^’ evening to my whistle and take gjrasshoppers out of ray 
fingers ; it seemed to be very shortsighted, and ilid not notice 
insect till quite close to my liand, when, with a short swift spring 
it would pounce on its prey.” 

“ But the smell is so objectionable,” uiged 2*liUofd. 

“Have you noticed it much in this house J” asked Ponihaa. 

" JTo, I cannot say I have. Occasioually I have como across « 
whtft but nothing to take nuicli notice of.” 

“And yet,” replied tho other, “my bouso is full of them. S'® 
doubt they hate a disogreeaWe musky oilour which they can emit 
when they like, -but that is only when they ore frightened, and 
their nests ore also imprqpiated with tho]snieU; but as to tbeir 
tainting wine through the bottle, no nran who has studied the 
inntter or ecieniific naturalist would entoitain tho idea for a moment. 
In the c-aso of beet or wino bottled in this country, a musty emcll 
is often noticed, which is at once laid to tho chaigo of the poor 
musk rat j but it is either from au ill-washed bottle in which cither 
a musk rat has been, or niiich has been inhabited by cockroaches, 
or the corks used have been tainted ; but I doubt whether tho 
glands of tiic skunk, which are for more powerful than those of tlio 
musk rat, would, if rubbed over o bottle, give the faintest flavour 
to the most delicate wiue. My theory is that the animal in a 
quiescent state does not emit tho xnusl^- smell 'We had once been 
talking at mess about musk rats; sotneouQ declared a bottle of 
sherry had been tainted, and nobody defended tho poor little beast 
bat myself, and I was coiiMdereUy laughed -at However, one 
night soon after, as I was dressing before dinner, I bcani a musk 
rat pque.ak in my room. Hero was a chance. Shutting the door, 

I laid a clean pocket-liandkcrchief on the ground next to the wall, 
knowing the way in whicli tho animal usually sfcirU round a room- 
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On ho camo an^l ran over Iho handbetchkf, anil thf n, Fcctng hjo, 
he turoeil and went bach aga'*'* ^ then hcadc<l hijn once taow and 
quietly tumcil him j and this wont on till I had wad<? 1dm lun 
over Uie liandVerchieJ five timca. I then tooVi it up and there was 
not tho leapt sracll. I then went across to the ine?vhou3^, and, 
■[jToilucin" tho liandhctthief, ashed fcvcral of luy hrother oRiccw 11 
they could perceive any peculiar amcll about it. Ko, none of llicm 
could. 'd\’cll, jl I know ia,*fatd I, ‘that I have driven a musk 
rat five timc-s over tlwt pocket-hanilkcrducf juPt now.' " 


'• ttTiat did they eay then t ” 

“■Well, 1 think they veto inclined to he increilulouv j hut as I 
had not the character o£ being a totnancer, I think X scnrotl a few 
joints in favour of the poor little persecuted beast. However, to 
go from a luokhiU to a mounLain, let us go down to the elephants. 
Thera is a grand operation to bo performed them j no less than tho 
extraction of a piece of a back tcwlh out of a live eleplmnt’a head.” 
“Good gracious 1 ^^'ho is to be tho dentist V’ 

"Kaaian Khan, the old roahout. He believes he can cure IhU 
elephant which has been going off into a decline, all, as ho declares, 
on account o! an abnormal back tooth which ought to como out." 

“But can ho get it outl Tho atmnal srill bo maddened svith 
pain." 

“■Well, ho docs not intend to draw it, but to clit off a projecting 
part whiim irritates his mouth and prevents Ids eating ; tho man is 
clever, 80 1 am going to let lum try the experiment Wo got tho 
elephant cheap on account of Ins bad condition, and if ho is cured 
ho will bo worth double tho money, for ho is a fine big fellow. But 
to Imy an elephant cheap on account of Ids bad condition docs not 
always pay. I one© hcaid of a very fine animal for boJo at Ni^poor, 
so went down to h.avo a look at Iiim. When ho entered tlic com* 
popid of the house where I was staying, he certainly looked at the 
point of daith, all skin and bone; ho could hardly draw one leg after 
another. But he was a fine big fellow, and I thought if I could got 
him cheap ho might be curwl, especially as it appeared to be meto 
starvation ho was euflering from. Some natives keep elenhants 
merely for the name of tho tiung, and just g' 
them alive, and no more. ‘‘Well,’ I said 1 
reply to tho exorbitant price he named, ‘ go 
elephant is at the point of deatli. I may 
if left with you ho will surely die. I wil 
more.' The man pondered a bit and tlicn 
not authorized to dose uitli you except fo] 


ivc them enough to keep 
;o tho man in charge, in 
and tell your master his 
bo Ohio to euro him, hut 
II give so much and no 

eaid,«WelUaliib,Iom 

‘ tho sum I have named. 
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and a great contrast to tbo pltuap Bosstmta and others who vrcro 
Tiicheted areuniL 

TliB log of wood was, in fact, a gigJUitic hit, wlucU was to bo 
pbccd in tho patient’s mouth, a port of gag to keep his jaws open, 
and this, after a fecblo Tcsistancc, svas pbeod in pwition, and firmljr 
l>ound with cords round his hcai lie was t!icn*mad'j to lie down 
on hU side, and his four 1'^ were hronghl together and Iwund. 
One man then, with the iron driving hook, mailo liirn hold Ids trunk 
ont of the way whilst Kamzan proceeded lo operate. 

Taking a small saw, after having first felt tho position of tho 
abnormal tootb, ho passed his hand through the hole, and cut off a 
large corner of the offending grinder. Tho operation was not by 
any means a speedy one, owing to the hanlntss of tho laminm of 
the molar teeth, bdt the poor heut, though it groaneil and seemcil to 
suffer, knew apparently that svltat was being tlono was for its good, 
and never attempted to resist The operation was successful, and 
Ramzan Khan produced a piece of tho tooth, conical in shspo and 
about three inches square at tho base. Tho elephant after tlus 
throve opaco, and, improving greatly in condition, was sold for a 
conoiderablo sum. 

There is no domestic animal living which is so physicked and 
operated upon by his keepers as the elephant Kvery mahout is 
more or less of a doctor, and the twloscs, and maslics, and drauglits 
tliat arc admioistcred are numerous, rcriodically, too, their feet 
liavc to bo hardened by the application of a hoi lotion. Cotirtitu- 
tionally they are delicate onimals, being subject to colds and inflam- 
mation and various diseases which carry lliera off in a few days. 
Rangoon elephants brought over into India Itavo to get acclimatized, 
and they not unfrequently fall viclims to tbo cliangc of climate. 
The mabouts say if tlicy live over tlirco rainy seasons they become 
hardened and are all right. 

In 1850 we wero quartered st a place where there wa.s a depot 
for elepliant^ chiefly of Rangoon, which had been collected for 
military service daring the mutiny, and ecYcral elephants died whilst 
we were there, and one was born, tho mother having been caught 
but 0 ywr prcvionsly. Of coarse it was a difficult matter to dispose 
of the huge carcasses of those lliat died, and they were dragge<l 
away into a small valley, and there left to wild birds and beasts, 
and tho operation of tlio scosoos, to dliposo of. 

It was obvioiisly an unpleasant placo to venture into, but tliirst 
for Knowledge led us to tho place at times to examino certain bones 
and skulls ; and then for tho first timo wo understood tho theory of 
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tho front sbot of elephant hunters, who drop their qnarry dead with 
a single ball. It is probable ttat of all the mammalia the elephant 
has the smallest hrain in proportion to his huge hulk, the rest of 
Ins head being made np of GcUnlar hone. We are accnstom(?d to 
attribute to the largo brain and hriglit honest eje, as of the horse 
and dog, the greatest amount of intelligence, hut here we hare in 
“the huge elephant, wisest of brutes,” a very small brain and a 
ridiculously small pig^h eje ; yet no nobler animal exists, nor 
one more subserment to the wishes of ^nn. Caught in his natire 
wilds, in less than a year he is performing his allotted tasks with 
almost homan sagacity and more than human patience. Timid to a 
degree by nature, be gains courage and self-confidence under man’s 
tmtioD, and boldly TOthstands the most savage onslaught of a tiger. 
He has his fits of passion and repentance. We confess to beh'eTing 
that often-disbelieved story of the elephant at Lucknow, who, having 
in a fit of rage killed his mahont, was bronght to bis senses by the 
frantic widow throwing her babe before liim, and telling him to 
finish his crime by kiUmg them all. The story adds that the 
elephant seemed calmed down at once, and, picking up the ehUd, 
gently plaocd him os his head, and /cdlowed the woman to the 
place where he was usually tethered. 

How carefully on el^h^t lifts up his keeper to tha scat of com* 
mand on his neck 1 Ive never made our elephant kneel clows, but 
mounted her invariably by the trank. A pat on tho forehead, and 
the head is bent down with the end of tho trunk slightly advanced ; 
tho foot is placed on this, and tho lobes of the -ears grasped. At 
the word of command, Dhur, slowly the trunk and head aro lifted 
till you can mount with ease on the neck or into tho howdah. To 
get off wo used to slip down by a side rope. 

Old Ramivn Khan, tho performer of tlm piece of dental surgery 
just alluded to, had one day o slnigslo for the mastery with an 
clephmt, n magnificent fem^e, calJeil "Tho Jlegujn,” or PrizicesSi 
She had not long been c-anght, but was very tractable, and promised 
to make a firsbratc tiger-elephant However, one day, wlien alout 
five nulcs out of the station, she took il into her head to rebel. 
She had only a pad on her back, on whicli was seated a young 
Englishman, and Samntn was in Ote osual driving scat on her neck. 
Suddenly stopping, she shook hcrwlf so violently as to upset the 
traveller, and then she t^eil her attention to tho driver. Sluiting 
was, however, of no avail Tlien she tric»l to pet at him with her 
trunk, but this was impossible. Finally she threw herself on her 
side, and tried to crush Iiim by beating her head against tho ground ; 
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Lul her fihouWer anti the eontoarof hcrhe.iil prot«l«l thcniahoul ii 
legs, Btiil M ehe came cloflm he wapnl his Ixxly op, shom'ringa 
Tapi*^ BUccpH'ion ol hlowwilh the eUatp steel or unving- 

hooh, till th& Wool pourwl from a hoiwlrol wouml*. At la‘t rhe 
gave in, anil ee^mejl jierfectly nmler coinimn‘1 again, when liMizan 
invited hU mo'ter’s friend to remonnt. . Tlii’', however, lie declined, 
and preferred to wall: on to the neit vlUago o! liUndole, tvhero a 
horse awaited him. 

The Begum never Irictl to tcIk:! again, hut a few months after 
file died suddenly^ a vuctiia to one «*f those rapid elephantinn 
diseases ; and great was her !o*j*, for, hi addition to her aUture and 
lH*auty, she had shown great courage, and liad all the (pnlith-s 
necessary for a goo«l shilcarcc-elephanL 

We have aaid that Iho autumn la a *.Uck lime for hunters, hut 
we apeak of ordinarj’ hunter*, not the liuntcr-naturalUt ; for him 
all seasons liavo eomewliat of interest, and though large game may 
he more difficult to get, yet every day adds to his storo of know- 
ledge. 

/ At five o’clock one cloudy morning our two friends walked down 
the maiu road on the h’agpoor side, with their horws and gun- 
bearers following them. Their course lay along the hank of the 
Dul SaguT tank, which was now full, and in ilio rushes hy the rtlgc 
sported many n little downy dalxhkk mid gtoMy gallinule. But 
what attracted the attention of tlio Engli«ljTncn roo«t were tho 
stately pelicans that hreasted the waters like swans. I'crhaps sniuo 
may object to tho comparison, hut though the pclic.an may lack thn 
grace of the other, rtiU, on the water lie is n hand«ornc and stately 
bird, and, as he and his family swim alxml amid their smaller 
neigUboure, the coots, widgeons, and teal, they look like ponderous 
men-of-war surrounded by fleets of graceful yocIiU and plcamrc- 
boata. 

“ Sec,” czebumed 3Idford, “ that hig fellow yonder has got a 
fisb, but how easily ho managed it — ^juat plunged in his bill, and 
spooned it out.” 

^ “Ye*^” replied Tordham,“he did it neatly, hut the pelican never 
dives ; ho gets wb-at prey be can at tha surface, and the natives say 
that an oil exudes from his skin, which allures tlic fish within tho 
reach of that capacious bilL” 

That 3 lucky for him if he bannot dive after them.” 

“ Well, if it bo the case, it is only one of those many marvels of 
a Divine providence wVich brings fooil to tho very mouth of those 
who othennse, by Uicir peculiar formation, could not rbaso tliclr 
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prey. Take, for instance, the ilcWlflsli or fisliing-frog {LopMui 
jiiwitor), whose Inininous feelers ottract by their phosphorescence 
the tinwaiy fi«h to tho very portals of the enormous n^rs that lie 
biiriwl in tJio rnmL Tho taxiaalion of tho sn-ako’s eye which 
paralyses tho bml U another c«so in point.” 

“Do you beliovo In thatl" Asked Milfonl. 

I "'Why nott—wlwt n cotumon expression it is, 'rooted to the 
ground with horror'! Many hare felt the sensation of inability to 
fly under extreme terror. 1 fancy if yon were to find yourself in 
ft room witli ft dragon of old, or witli the sea serpent which periodic- 
ally appears for tho ctlificalion of old women in Jingland, you would 
bo BS Iwd as tho binl with tho snake’s eye on it” 

'* Well, I haro felt something of tho hind in ft moment of great 
peril, ft sort of paralysis of the nervons system for n time, and I 
should not caro to bo experimented on by a dragon of ^V'antlej, or 
the last new sea-serpent vouchcil for by legal offidarits. ^loso 
Ijydrophidians seldom appear in any form but on paper, rrithat 
tjme<< a fancy sketclL” 

“ I am not sure," replied Fordham, “ (bat sucli creatures on) 
mytlis. The mnrrcb of the deep are by bo mcan.^ exhausted, and 
1 hope }*ct to sec one of these monsten^ ' resumeted, and dissected, 
and liung up in a Aanntomical mnscum ; ' hut what tlirows tho 
greatest doubt on their existence is tho reputed immensity of their 
bulk wlien found, whereas there are no intermediate gradations Of 
largo serpents better known to nnluralisU. Gcncmlly thronghont 
tho animal kingdom there is a sliding scale of size, but here you 
taken jump at once from a conger cob ''^hich b nbont tho largest 
arriggler in the deep sea I know, to n reptile about ten times — nay, 
fifty times — tho length of the largest known boa-«onatrictor. The 
common sea snako of the Indian Ocean, the Jlt/droj/hu jyalamoides, 
is but ft small fellow, from two to three feet in length, though a 
nasty venomous varmint.” 

“ Are they like ordmaiy land snakes, or have they fins t ” asked 
Milford, 

“ No, they have no fins, but the tail, which is round in the land 
snake, becomes flattened and broad in the hydrophis. I have found 
them frequently in the Bay of Bengal The head is decidedly of 
tho venomous type, bulging ont bdiuid the eye, the oce of spades 
shape in fact; in colour they are yellowish, broadly banded with 
black. They are rather slavish when out of water, and my mxm- 
goose Pips, who was with me on the last occasion, thought 
very poorly of them, for, alter having tried in va£n to get a 
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proj. Take, for instance, tho dcril-fisli or fisliing-fro^ (Loplim 
jyiseaior), wli(«c Itiminoas feelers altnct by their pho«phorcscenM 
the unwary fish to Uio very portals of the enormous jaws that lie 
hurictl in iJic mu<h Tim fascination of tho snake’s cyo which 
paralyses tijo bird is another ease in j>oint." 

‘‘l3o you IjcHovo in thalj" asked MUford. 

“W»y notl — wliat a common cipression it is^ ‘rooted to the 
ground with horror ’ | Jlany have fcH the sensation of inability to 
fly tinder ettremo terror. I fancy if you were to find j'oursclf in 
a room ariUi a dragon of old, or with the sea-serpent whidi periodic- 
ally appears for tho edification of old women in England, you would 
bo nslxid as Iho bird with tho snake’s cyo on it." 

“ Well, I have felt something of tho kind in a moment of great 
peril, a sort uf paralysis of tho nerrous system for a time, and I 
should not care to ho experimented on hj a dragon of Wanticy, or 
the last now sea-serpent Touched for by legal afiidaTits. Those 
hyilrophidians seldom appear in any form but on paper, with at 
times a fancy sketch.” 

“ I am not sure,” replied Fonlham, “ that such creatures are 
myths. Tlie man'cls of tho deep are by no means exhausted, and 
I hope yet to see ono of these monsters, ‘resurrected, and dissected, 
nnd hung up in a itanatomtcal museum ; ’ but what throws the 
neatest doubt on their existence is the reputed immensity of their 
wlk when found, whereas there are no intermediate gradations of 
largo serpents better knou*n to n.ituralists. Generally throughout 
tho animal kingdom thero Is a sliding scnio of size, but here you 
take a jump at once from a conger eel, which is about tho largest 
wriggler in tho deep sea I know, to a reptile about ten times— nay, 
fifty times — the length of tho laigest known boa constrictor. The 
common sea snake of tho Indian Ocean, tho Hi/dropkis pdlamoides, 
is hut a small fellow, from two to three feet in length, though a 
nasty venomous varmint.” 

‘ ‘ Are they like ordinary land snakes, or have they fins t " asked 
Milford. 

“ No, they have no fins, but the toil, which is round in tho land 
snake, becomes flattened and broad in the hydrophis. I have found 
them frequently in the Eay of Sengah The head is decidedly of 
tho venomous type, bulging out behind the eye, the nco of spades 
shape in fact ; in colour they are yellowish, broadly banded with 
black. They are rather sluggi^ when oat of water, and my mun* 
goose Pips, who was with me on tho last occasion, thought 
very poorly of them, for, after having tried in vain to get a 



EDIBLE BOOTS. 


2-19 


fjght oat of them, ho contcmplaousljr went np hit their heads , 

By this time the friends, talking aa they went, foand themselves 
out in the open country outaidc the town. Tlw hushandmen wero 
Busy with their ploughs, rude wooden things, in shape something 
like an anchor with tho shaft set askew with the flukes, drawn hy 
a couple of miserahlo Utile bullocks. But tho heavy Tains had 
softened the soil, and the wooden ploughshares, made of tho hard 
bahool* tipped with iron from Bokhara, turned over tho rich brown 
earth, and played havoc with the purple balsams tliat grew thick 
over tho fallows. 

“■BTial is thisi” asked Sfilford, stopping to look at a plant 
whoso broad green leaves tenmnated in spathes of dcUcalo pink, 
enclosing email ycUowieh florets. 

“Tliat,” repUed Fordham, “is called by the Gonds ‘ keokanda,'t 
and is one of tho numerous toots they eat If you will take tho 
trouble to dig it up, you will find a largo tuber, which, however 
unpalatable and insipid to an Englishman, is not despised by tho 
natives.” 

“It is a sort ol yam, I eupposol" 

“Ko, the yams ore all creepers, and there ate plenty of them in 
our jungles, but let us mount and rido on. Wo may pick up a 
sambur or something in tho valleys yonder," 

Taking a gun apiece they sent back their followers, and sct.oiT at 
a band canter towards the woods. The morning was fresh, and 
cool fleecy clouds drifted across the sky, and there was a lightness 
in the ait that made the youngersportsman feel incUned to brandish 
hb gun over his head and shout like a wild Arab, as they swept 
over tho turf-cM latcrito beds that fikirted tho hills. Do^Tn to tho 


southward and westward lay fields of black cotton soil, to gallop 
over which, saturated as it was with water, would to a certainty 
have lamed their horses ; but hero tho ground was firm and hard, 
tod tang to tlio hoofs of Cossack and Brownie as they kept stride 
by stride together. 

*1 At they weropuHed up at the entrance to a little gra-ss-gro^rn 
valley bet\^en two low ranges, and tho riders proceeded •with more 
rantion. The hdb on either side were composed of trap bouIJers 
tluckly covered with scrub jungle, at thb time of the year d^nselv / 
matted with creepers. ^ / 

“There, Ernest,” remtked Fordham, pointing to a bmi wi/c/ 
supported a vino with hcartshapc4 leaves, and small, in.?j''Tu/icaD* 
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greemsh flowcis in racemes, •' there U the Trild yam ; it ia common 
all over those jangles, and when hard up for fo^ I hare eaten it, 
though it is bat poor Bluff; when cflltivated, however, it impro^'cs 
greatly in eize .and flavour.” 

"I thought jams were hushes with tuberous roofs.” 

“ No, they are all creepers. Hola ! halt 1 ” 

“■What is the matter 1“ 

“ Only a Was hall doira the hoilov tbeie. Sbshash 1 Tbere 
are two of them and three cows,” continued Fordham, scanning 
them through hia pocfcet^lass. “Take it easy ; not too fast I^t 
ns ridogmUy down towards them, and then you take the one to the 
right whilst I tackle the other.” 

It %va3 some little time before the nylgaic perceived tlio approach- 
ing horsemen, and. wlien they did they stood stupidly gazing for 
awlule, when, finally realising their danger, they wheeled rojind and 
dashed down the valley, 

'* Bide J " shouted ForJhata, putting spurs to his horse. 

“£Vt avarti/" echoed his young companion, eagerly dashing 
forwani 

Away they all went at racing speed, for the course was short; and 
they knew tnat if tins bulls once got into the rocky jungle beyond 
they >rouJd he aa/o, and their o5y plan ivas to blow them bftfow 
they could get amongst the rocks. Tho running lay U-twren two 
low hills, beyond which was an open stretch of country ascending 
gently for about Ihrce-Quartora of a tnilo to another low range, 
running at right angles with the glen along whicli they were 
going- 
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tlicmall right — IbchorsobaTingpitclicduponlrishoadandflioultlcr, , 

"bolU of wliicli "were slightly cut — he mounted again, ^d tore alter 
his blue hull, u’ho luul now got a fair start of him. Ills fall, instead 
of cooling his courage, fccmcd to pro him increased cnerjp*, and M 
the hull gained the rocky hill-side, Milford, dashed after him at full 
specd- 

“ A good horse can follow wherever a hluo hull leads,” he said to 
himself, as ho ecramhled over the houlders, and forecd his ^^ay 
through the thick shruh. Ho strained every nerve to keep the 
aiumtd in eight, knowing that it ho once disappeared in Iho thicket 
it woxdd be a great chance K ho ever got sight of him again. Tl>e 
crest of the hill was gaine<l, and tho pursued showed evident signs 
of distress. Down they dashc<l over the precipitous descent on the 
other ride, and they were neat tho bottom when suddenly tho 
liull seemed to sink into the earth, and before Milford know what 
ho WTis about, ho found liimseU on tho brink of a nullah, 
with a drop of about ten feet. However, there was no time for 
■ palling up, or avoiding tho leap, and, with tho consolation ilmt 
the hull had safely done it, ho went at it. Dotvn they came in the 
sandy bed, with a stagger that brought Brownie to his knees, hut 
palling him up, Ernest drove the spurs in, and, lifting him with a 
scramble out of tho ravine, pressed on. The country became more 
level and the jungle thinner, and the horse, though much distressed, 
pined rapidly on tho nylghau, whoso laborious breathing told that 
his laco was over. Suddenly he swerved, and, wheeling sliarjt 
round, came at tho horso Avitli a determined charge. Milford met 
him with a shot that miBsed ns iho horso sprang aside, and he over- 
shot tlie place before he could pull up. As ho wheeled round, the 
bull was. still standing panting for want of breath. Brownie, too, 
was quite done up, and his rider jumped off to get a steady aim. 
It was an unfortunate move, for as ho raised tho title to his shoulder, 
^Ih the bridle loosely hanging over his right arm, tho frightened 
Mise threw up his head, and ..the bullet sped wide of the mark. 

showed the bull to recover, and tho young sportsman 
had tho mortification of seeing tho aniinal start at the shot, and 
plunge once more into tho thicket 

Tliat bull was lost to him for ever, and he thought it iras hard 
lines after the perilous chase he had had; but 'still he felt sonr* 
ci^paffiion ior the poor creature, who after a severe struggle for 
• ® ^ gallant stand, and deserrod his liberty. 

• 11° Miuoru turned to poor, panting Brownie, and loosened his 
girths, and silting down beside liim he thought he would give a 
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iive-pound note for fl bottle of cool sod^water, if he could only get 
one ; hia mouth was as diy as a limo>kiIn with the heat and the 
excitement of the chase. 

■ How is it that on such occasions one always thinks of tie cool 
champagne cup, or Gunter’s ices, or other things which are quite 
out of reach? It is the tantalizing vision that tortures the poor 
•wretch who sinks to (Uo on the sands of the desert — the mirage of 
cool, refreshing streams, and palm trees reflected in the hosom of 
placid lakes. 

Jldford thought of a friend of his, a fcllow-pasaenger to India, to 
•whom he had paid a visit a few days after his arrival in Calcutta. 
“'Well, Spelter,” he asked, “how do you like India?” “Sly de-ir 
boy," replied the other, taking a pull ato long tumbler full of iced 
brandy and soda, “it is the fuxest country in the world— /cn* a 
pCHrer/w? thirst/” 

Thoughts auch as these passed through poor £mest’s mind as ho 
sat with his drj’ tongue rattling against his palate. Cooper’s eifer* 
Tescing thirst lozenges were unimown in those days, at least to 
Central Indians, so he tried the old hunter's plan of chewing a 
leaden bullet. Cooper’s lozenges may bo better; a leaden bullet in 
our estimation is not quito so reviving as a mint julep or sheny 
cobbler. 

After an hour’s chewing of the cud of reflection and the above 
natntivo substitute, the disappointed youth adjusted his saddle, and 
rode slowly hack to tlio place vrhero he liad left his comrade. Ho 
found Fordham seated on an old stumjv making u careful drawing 
in his poeket-hook of a beautiful swcct-sccnted white convolvulus, the 
Reevia bona nox, which traUed over n portion of the fallen tree. 
Cossack was tethered dose by, and MUfoid looked round, but in 
vain, for the dead blue bull wbicb ho had seen knocked over. 
Thinking that some villagers had carted it away, ho proceeded to 
relate his ou-n misfortunes, and, when ’he had come to an end, 
Fordham remarked with a smile — 

“Then we have both been unlucky." 

“How £0 ? "asked his compmuon ; “ f saw you knock over yours.’’ 

“Yes,” was tho rcplj', “and ho knocked me over in turn.” 

Fordham had, as 3IiJford saw, ranged up alongside his ball, 
whoso stride was not equal to Coasick’t^ and as ho delivered his fuu 
tho animal fell to all appearanco stone dead 

Fordham dismounted and felt for bis luufc, but found ho lind for- 
gotten it; however, bfo in tb« nyfgliau seemed extinct, and as 
thoro was no convenient seat handy he.eit down on its body, anil 
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striking a light lit a cigar, and vfjulcd for his young companion, 
lie had heen scatwl about ten minutes, ‘when ho was violently 
thrown forward, and a well-planted lack on his hack gave him an 
additional roll over in the mud, and as he rose to his knees he saw to 
his astonisliment his late victim galloping off towards tlio thick 
jungle. 

I'ordham stared in blank amazement for a lime, and then snatch- 
ing up his rifle pitched it forward and fired, hut with what effect ho 
was doubtful, for the nylghau soon enteric the thicket and dis- 
appeared. 

"Many a slip ’twist tlic cup and the lip," said the Englishman 
with a laugh, as ho lighted a fre^ cigar, and, walking to the broken 
stump, took out his sketch-book. But he felt certain he would get 
him at last ; Ha rifle generally made a lasting mark, and it was, he 
knew well, hut the last dying struggle of the creature. Ammation 
had been hut temporarily suspended,* and with returning conscious- 
ness came the effort to escape. 

"Shall we track himupl" asked Milford. 

"It matters not,” replied the other; “let us ride home, itispast 
breakfast time. I wiU send Nussecr Khan with Bhoora, and the 
dog wUl find him. He is dead by this time.” 

And BO he was, and they brought him in that night. 


stoiy : lie eat ia the midst of a 
circle of admiring listeners j 
liis mobile features •n'orking 
•with excitement as ho pro- 
ceeded no-w •with skinny finger extended telling off the ranous 
noints, now with bated breath describing the mipcmati^, and 
then with fierce gestures declaiming on the prowess of lus hero 
in battle. He had an appieciatiTO audience, for anon a low-toncd 
cJi-M / would run round the group as ho touched on some thnUing 
scene or an eager troA / or tliahatU followed a bold stroke of imr 
or diplomacy.^Tho stoUd-looknng Gond, the quick-cycd, 

Pathan, the bredulous Hindoo, all sat agapo os marvel after marvel 
poured from the lips of the imjironsalore. 
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Tlio natives of India aro not a wliifc Ijchind the Italians in their 
love for romance, and the render trill not, tre tliink, be a loser if ho 
■will take the trouble to skim over the marvellous tale which Ford- 
ham jotted down from the lalla’a lips and added to Ids collection. 
The heroics of the Jlaha Ilharut and thn exploits of Alha and 
Ooth'd, the faraotis warriors of the Chundelec Kajpoots, aro sources 
never failing of delight to the natives, and the man who can commit 
to memory several hundred stamas, and can sing-son" them to the 
monotonous accomp^iment of the drum, always commands a 
respectful and admiring throng. 

Our two friends bad just paid a visit to ono of the most romantic 
spots in the district— the old hill-fort of Amodagurli, wliich wo 
mentioned once before as tho liaunt of bison. The mins wliich aro 
now enveloped in dense forest are supposed to have been ono of tho 
favourite residcncea of a certain famous queen of romance called 
‘•Soua Ranee.” who having faded in marrybg Pirtheo Eqj, tho 
last Hindoo King of Delhi, was carried olf by Alla and Odnd 
^Vbcncc the sources of tho Lalla’s sto^ we know not, but it wa^ 
omdently gathered, as were many of his legends from tho Chundeleo 
Rajpoots and Bundelfcundco shikarees with whom ho assoeiated. 
He had, as wo have stated/a r*”^ * — 


. , y^^wknackof extracting every kind of 

mlj^alioi. tarn Iho people amongst whom ho ivanJcmd, Ind ^ilh 
a hvaly .mapnal.on, aupemdded to a rotenlivo momopr ha 
managad at times to spm most nrondarful jams, to tho mat 
delight of Ins comrades round the evening camp fire. Both S 
ham and Ins compamon liked to get irilhin earshot of these al 
entertauimenls, and yhilst the jormger eporlsman took “o^^S 
lus pencil the varied expressiona of the Ustoners the i 

note^of the rvcitations, and on thi, 0:003^ if ^LThS 

Legend op Rajah Chand Sa anti Rajah riUTHEr T?.t 
HnnnnED IlEannEss HonsSS^ ' 

Listen, brothers— ye who have seen thio rice, di, • . 

the palace of the beautiful Soma Rimw^^d /mS? 
yon the story of tboso times. not when I tell 

wh.at 13 true and what U false: but this 
Uioso were wonderful days, and men Li l^rothors, that 

magicians and hoi, me/of ^n^lranl 
menandgavelhcmUieirhel^AjTdidMtm^ “Ppeared to 
Simgram Sa. on tho banka of tlniLrtadl 
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llajali Cband Sa, brothers, \va3 a poor princi*, but bo camo of nn 
old stocb, older and mote noblo than even Rajah Pirthoo Raj, by 
arhom his father had been greatly despoiled. His lands Iwrcly 
sufficed to keep vp the dignity of bis house, and os for TClalnets, 
except a few lhakoors who owed oJlcgianceto his father, aud still gave 
him a sort of ser\’ice, ho had nono bq'ond the household domestics. 

■ 'VV'hat was the good of such a wan, young and bmvc and Jwnd- 
somc as bo was, setting his nffcclions on the daughter of his king 1 
By what adverse fate had a wandering minstrel accepted the hos- 
pitality of the generous but impoverished prince, and repaid him by 
describing inglowing verso the loveliness of the Princess Scetal It 
was destiny, brothers, destiny ; who can escape it 1 What is 
written on OUT forelicads must come to pass I (“ Ha-w, ha-n, siichhai, 
such hai \ -“yes, yes, it is true— it is true ! ”) prow that night 
Kajah Chand Sa refused food; he visited the court of Pclhi in 
disguise, and hung about to catch a sight of the princess j 
he uved but to sigh ; ho fmfewf about the pakice gardens by day, 
and roamed the woods at night Sorely be bemoaned Ids fate. 
All 1 if the inheritance of his fathers had not been irrcsted from 
biro, ho might have gone up to Rajah Pirtbee paj and mado bis 
request in princely fasliionv but now I what tewamed to him now 
but his sword and death t 

■Well, brothers, one night as bo was wanderiiig dejectedly in the 
woods, he heard a great rustling in the bushes, and a beautiful 
green snake darted across the path. Rajali Chand Sa thought the 
creatuto’s eye turned to him beseechingly ns it ptissed ; but his atten- 
tion was dmwn off to a huge black serpent, with fiery red eyes, that 
sprang on in pursuit of the other. Something told Chand Sa that 
this was on enemy, and like lightning his sword was out, and the 
head of the reptile lay snapping its fangs .at tlio gra-^s on the road- 
side. At that moment a beautiful peri stood by the side of the 
astrtuished rajaU (“Wahl”). 

'• Laying her hand on his atm, “Bajali Chand Sa," said she, " you 
have saved mo from worse than what vou mortals call death I 
uns the green snake, ^d had the evU spirit you destroyed 
overcome me, I should have been entombed inside him livin'' and 
yet dead, till someone quaUfied to liberate coidd come to set me 
free j for it is not every one prince, who could do what you did 
Any other ^OTor hnl yoomU tmJd hove MM, j„th trouW 
hwo hem the rerall. A tMo o! the steel, tricUed 
hy an nnmamed ynneo of mblcmiAed hneage, prepared by a fatt 
ot «ven days tor the ivotle in hand, trero the eonditions. Vudsv 

17 
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Uiom 11091 when llie peri, a;piin appearing, warned tlicm they mtist 
part. The princcs .1 added her f nttratiei to ibo'O of Ino rajah timi 
aho would take them botli away t^tlier, htit fhc waa ohdurate. 

“Yckiiownot what yo ash,** aaid elic; “the king, your father, 
is under the special protection and favour of ludra, and his magi* 
ciana are mighty; they would soon discover that I helped you to fly; 

you. would bo speedily rchaken, and I ehoiild surely bo puni*hc<l. 
Kay, what is written in your fate will come to pass. 1 know^only 
of ouQ who may help you, and to him, prince, will I take you,” 

So saying she pliu^d her fmgera on liis eyelids, and when Riyah 
Chand Sa opened them again. Uo was onco more in llio gloomy wood, 
the peri andJiLs horso slamltng hesido him. 

“ Cliand Sa,” sho said, “ we meet no mote *, hcnccforlU another 
must guide thy destinies. I send Iheo to one who will give thee 
the means to eontiucr, if so he that Indta will permit it ; only this 
will I tcU theo : on the fust day of the new moon tho Princess 
Sceta will proceed to the Icmplo to make otTcrings; if thou 
hast the power thou mayest cai^ her off. Farewell. Take tho 
road yonder, and follow it till it divides into two brandies j putbUO 
the ono thy horse chooses, till thou art stopped byachif; take then 
thy light shoo in thy left liand and throw it at the rock, which will 
divide; enter, and thou wilt find ono who will direct thee." 

Amy of mooulight fell on the spot wUeto the pen stood, and she 
was gone. 

» * Rajah Chand Sa mounted and rode slowly along the path, pon* 
deting on tho events of the cvenujg, and, with his heart full of the 
beauteous vision ho had seen, he scarcely noticed that his horso 
hesitated at a point where the road forked ; tho animal felt inclined 
to take the one to the righj, hut a nightjar flow up with a scream 
right under his nose, and turned him into the other p-ith. At last 
ft huge rock barred the way ; there was thick jungle full of thorns 
on either side, and the barrier was in front, so tho horse came to a 
dead stop, and this rec.illetl tho prince to himself, and tenietahering 
the instructions given by the peri, bo drew his right shoo off witli 
his left hand, and hurled it a^iist the face of tho rock. 

Instantly, like huge doors unfolcHng, tho stones parted, and a 
vast chasm yawned before him. (“ IVab I wah 1 kya khoob 1 ") 

Yes, brothers. Drawing Ids mvord the rajali plunged into the 
gloom, leaving his horre at Uie mouth of the cavern. For some 
time he stimihled on in darkness, hardly knowing where he wne 
proceeding, when at last a light like that of a star glimmered it, 
tho distance j it briglitened as ho approached, and then lie foujJJJ' 
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biinwlf before a golden gate through n-hich poured a bnllimt light 
(“ "Wall I ") ; the door opened o£ itself for liim, and lio passed 
llirough into a vast hall, whoso crystal roof and ivorj' pillait, 
capitals of ■\\hidi were studded svitli gems, glittered with darzliag 
brilliancy. In the centre of the chamber lay a tiger skin, and on 
it sat, with his legs crosse<l and hts arms folded before him, in aa 
altit\ulc of meditation, a very old man— ao old and shrivelled that 
lie seemed to be but a skeleton with the skin dnjwn over it ; his 
long white hair hung loosely over his shoulders, and his beard 
flowed doivn to hia waist. 

Itajah Cliand S.a shcailicd his sword, and advancing towanis the 
venerable seer made a low obeisance. For a time lyjither spoke. 
The old man never raised hts eyes from the floor, nor altered bis 
position, yet the prince felt sure his prc^nce was known. At last 
with a deep hollow voice the magician broke the silence. 

“I know thee, Chand Sa,*' Kwd ho, “and the wish of .thine 
heart, and for thy sake and stUl mot© for Die sake of thy fore- 
fotliers, who were known to me, I wiil give thee the means of 
accomplishing thy design ; yet the end of it is doubtful— there is 
a cloud over thy future which it is not even in r^y power to see 
through or avert Rajah Puthco Raj is the favoured of KrUhaa, 
and it is only by the countenance of the gods that you can succeed. 
Speak not a word, but listen to what I eay. Thou requirest arms 
and money j return to thy horse, and thou inlt find a troop of one 
hundred men awaiting thee, aU armed and mounted; they will 
obey thy behests oven to death, and each one sliall slay a thousand 
of 1m enemies before he falls. Rut first thou must thyself take off 
of each his head. (“IVahJ wahi’^ leader of this troop ct 

hors© will hand to thee a ba^ from wjiich tliou mayest draw all 
thy needs, and if thou art sore pursued, ask him and he will give 
to thee the means of • deliverance. If they sufllc© not, fate is 
against thee, and thou mayest not avoid it. Go, and utter not a 
ivokI till the rock closes an ibee ^ain." 

Rajah Chand Sa bowed reverently, and retraced liis steps through 
the gloomy corridor and the porM of riven rock, which slowly 
closed as he passed out. He found his horse tethered where ha 
had been lef^ and hesido him drawn up in line stood a troop of 
cavalry; such cavalry, brothers^ as no man had eier seen before. 
The nders were as giants, and the steeds they bestrode were of 
great size and power, and were jet black in colour. They saluted 
Chand Sa as he approached, and then remained motionless as 
statues, whilst their leader paid his respects to his new lord, who 
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after coarlcoitsly receiving them, mounted, and rode off at Ihm head. 

"Well, brothers, on the day foretold by the peri, the 1 nnecss 
Sccta Avent to make offerings at the temple. Iir the meantmie, 
Rajah Cband Sa, escorted by the hundred horsemen, made a formal 
demand of R.ajah Piitlice Paj for his daughter, hut u'as laughed to 
scorn ; so Rajah Chaud Sa rememhered the day of offering. 

The Princess Sceta’s heart had hccomo as Avatcr, hrotiiers, since 
the uight the peri had brought her handsome suitor ; and her 
attendants uronilcred at her thoughtful and sad mien and loss of 
appetite : 'the most delicate saveetmeat^ such as she had been 
partial to, remained untouched, alike with the rarest fruits the 
royal gardens could produce. She spent her days in sighing, and 
tears wet her pillow at night, and only the A'ision of Ckand Sa 
filled her heart j and as travelled in pomp, home in a golden 
litter from the palace to the shrine of the god, she strained her 
weary eyes through the loopholes m the velvet euitains to see if 
Cliand Sa was anyAthcro in sight. 

The king’s daughter travel!^ in great state, as you may suppose, 
brothers. There Aveie guards and oiBcers of the household ; slaves 
hearing gifts of great value for the temple ; female attendants in 
covered litters, and elephants and horsemen bringing up tho rear, 
and all tho people prostrated themselves as tho daughter of Pirthce 
Rj\i passed by. 

Tlie route lay through a grove of largo mango trees, and suddenly 
the sound of drum and pipe changed into shneks and shouts, os a 
inasa of horsemen, black and gigantic, charged doAvn upon the 
procession as it u'ound through the gloom of tho grove. But the 
Princess Sceta recognised her lover in tho leader of the troops, and 
her heart beat for joy. 

Sooner than I can tell you, brothers, the escort Avas trampled 
down under the feet of those dreadful horses ; and tho blade of 
each rider fell like lightmng, shearing through steel and brass, as 
sword and shield were raised in defence. 

R^ah Chand Sa sprang to the litter of tho princess, and, after a 
few hurried sentences, he gave tho order to moA’e off rapidly, ere 
tho alarm could he giren and a pursuit organized. Tho black 
horsemen brought up tho rear, and tho prince himself joined them 
occasionally, and cast an anxious glance behind, for ho knew it 
woulinot hclonghclore the amues of tho offended father Avould 
bo on his track. OnAvard they hurried through tho heat of tho 
day, not oven stopping to drink by the Avaysidc, nor to ehako tho 
dust off their clothing. 
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It ^vas an anxious time, 'brotljcis, for Pirtheo Raj "miS powerful, 
and beloved of the gods, and his magicians were mighty. But 
who knew? Perhaps Indra might pctmit ihe marriage, and then, 
what conld the king dot tor even kings, brother^ have to obey 
the gods. (“ Ha-n, lia-»8 1 such hai ! yes, yes I it is true ! ”) TVell, 
they burned on, trusting that nightfall would cover their retreat ; 
but, ns I told you before, btolhera. Rajah Pirtheo Kaj had a hundred 
thousand horses ready saddled in his stables, and no sooner lud 
the fugitives from the escort reached tbc palace than tho squadrons 
were in. motion. 

At the thirel watch of the d-ay the fugitives noticed to their 
sorrow a cloud of dust hounduig tho distant horiron in tlieir tear, 
nnd before long tho pennons of tho advancing sj'oarmcn could bo 
distinguished. Rajali Chand Sa remembered the wonl-s of the agc<l 
seer, and calling to liiiu tho leader of his troop, consulted with liiin 
as to what was to be done. The warrior drew from a pouch a 
small paper covered with magical character^ nm! handing it to tlio 
prince told him to blow the powder it contained ujiwarvl towards 
the heavens. Cband Sa did so, and inst-intly tlicre aro<e such A 
dust storm os completely hid tho fugitives, who took advantage of 
it And changed tlio course (“IV’ah! wjhJ bli-iie J ") ; hulas they were 
congratulating themselves on their c«capc, tliere came an ominous 
roll of thunder, tlicu a vivid fiosh, and pc.it rang on peal as torrents 
of min came down nnd beat (he dn-«t to (ho grournl This, thci^ 
luul failed, nudRaj'aUCliamI S.ifvU as (hough tho gwU were ngiio«t 
him. (“Ah-hril") Yes, broUicn, he thouglit bo, but ho still 
determined to do his Lest ; for tho gods lovo tiiose who light Well 
and die harxl (“Such hai, bbiiel” — “true it i-s brother?"), and 
witJi resUtance success might be granted, Ro bo con«uUc<l agiin 
witii the old wnirinr, who was calmly scanning the long lines of 
tho appro-iching hosts. Thw (ime tho horseman took from his 
coddlo-bow a l>olllts of water, and putting his horso to a galloj^ 
pourctl forth tho contents in a lino between the two forces. Tho 
earth suddenly diviile<l, and a mcollen river rushed Ijetween. 

(“ M’fth I wall I shibash, kya ihoob?**! 

Yc-s, brothers, tlicre was safely for tiicia at Ksl : who could cross 
such a torreut a.s that which foameil and lof^d lichtnil them as they 
bjxhI on their way 1 Surely tliey were safe. Jlul, brolheni. Rajah 
1‘irtlice Ihy’a aorrerers were mighty, and advancing to the front 
they invokeil tho aid of Ktislina, ami a va«t ch.a»m ojveneil nnd 
BWallnWftl up the river. {“ Ur»i wall ! 

“Illastrious prince, " mid the agctl leader of (he troop, “we murt 
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now appeal to arras. Call a halt, then, under these trees, for we 
must perform tlie neccss.iiy ceremony.” 

So Chand Sa halted his party wliilst the horsemen ranged them- 
selves in a line. The veteran leader dismounting spread a carpet 
for the prince, and ret^ucsted him to scat himself. After this ho 
placed hefote Chand Sa a stool; then drawing his sword ho 
presented it to tlie four quarters of the compass, and repeated an 
invocation, after which he handed it to the prince, saying, “ Strike, 
and fear not ! " At this moment one of the horsemen moved 
forward out of the ranks, and reining up his steed heforo tlic rajah 
"bent his head towards him ; the sword flashed in the air, and the 
head of the trooper fell on to the st4X»L (•‘‘Waht") Then, brothers, 
like an arrow from a bow shot forth that headless vvartior ; like 
a flash of a thunderbolt he burst on the advancing columns. 
Chand Sa gazed with eager straining eyes as lie saw the foremost 
ranks break and fly as the relentless steel, driven by the arm of a 
corpse, sheared through armour and flesh like ns the sickle of the 
tlmtcher mows down . the reeds on the river-side. (“ Shabosh 1 
slmbaah I ”) 

Suddenly he saw the trooper reel and fall from his saddle, and 
at the same instant the hc-wl rolled off the stool I (“ Wah ! ”) 

“Ilis work is done," said the aged leader m deep hollow tones. 
Another horseman advanced and bent his head to the stroke. 
Once more were beaten back the forcesof Puthec Raj, ns the hawk 
drives the trembling teal into the lake. A thousand laoro fell 
under the enchanted steel, and the second head rolled from the stool. 

"Who shall describe, brothers, the consternation in Rajah Pirthce 
Raj’s camp I but his astrologers bade him be of good cheer, for 
though his forces might bo destroyed, still success would come. So 
lemon after legion humed to the front Ibough they rushed over a 
y)ile of corpses that swelled as a mountain before them, and breasted 
the rampart of carca«8es but to odd to the pile. ‘Well, brothers, 
there ia no use in describing in detail the deeds of tlie hundred 
horsemen as each rushed on tlio foe ; but it was all of no avail, the 
last warrior, even the aged leader of the troops had fallen, and Rajali 
Chand Sa gave up hope. Only death now remained, so tenderly 
embracing tho weeping princess ho sprang on his horse, and, flash- 
ing his tidwar in the rays of tiie descending sun, he dashed fonvanl 
-to meet liis doom, when a piercing shriek arrested him. Ho turned 
in his satidle, and nearly swooned at tho sight, for tho beauteous 
Princess Scota, struck to the heart by her own hand, lay writhing 
on the ground in the t^ony of death. (" Hi, hi, kya zuloom ! ”) 



2G3 SEONEE. 

It "was au anxious time, 'brotlieis, for ritthce Eaj Tvas powerful, 
and beloved of the gods, and liM magicians were mighty. But 
who know? Perhaps India might permit tlie maniage, and then, 
what could the ting doJ for even kings, brothers, liavo to obey, 
the gods. (“ Ha-n, lia n ! such liai I yes, yes ! it is tmo 1 ”) "WelJ, 
they hurried on, trusting that nightfail would cover their retreat; 
bat, as I told you before, brother^ Rajah Pirthee Baj had a hundred 
thousand liorscs ready saddled in Jus stables, and no sooner had 
the fugitives from the escort reached the palace than the squadrons 
were in motion. 

At the third watch of the Hay the fugitives noticed to their 
sorrow a cloud of dust bounding the distant horizon in their rear, 
and before long the pennons of the advancing spearmen could be 
distinguished. Enj.'Ji Chaod Sa remembered the words of the aged 
seer, and calling to him the leader of his troop, consulted with him 
R3 to wlut was to be done. Tho warrior drew from a pouch a 
small paper coveted with magical characters, and lianding it to tho 
prince told him to blow fh« powtler it contained upwom towards 
the lienvcas. Cband Sa did so, and instantly there arose sueli n 
dust storm os com]>lctcly lud the fugitives, who took advantage of 
Hand changed the course (“IVaU! wah! bhoie I”) ; but os they were 
congratulating themselves on (heir escape, there came nn ominous 
roll of thunder, then a viiJd Basil, and pen] rang on peal na torrents 
of rain came down and beat the dust to tlio ground. Tins, then, 
had failed, aud Rajah Chaud Sa felt as though the gods were against 
liim. (“Ah-hat’7 Pee, brothers, Jic thought so, but Jio still 
determined to do his best; for tbo Rods love ^oso who fight well 
and die hard (“Such hai, bhaiol” — “true it is, brother!”), and 
•with resistance success might b« granted. So he consulted again 
with the old ^varrior, who was calmly scanning tho long lines of 
the appitwching hosts. Tliis time the horseman took from his 
saddle-bow a bottle of wafer, and putting his horse to a gallop, 
poured forth the contents in a line l^lween the two forces. Tho 
cnith suddenly dividctl, and a swollen nver rushed between- 
(“■\VahJ wahl shabash, kya klioob t ”] 

Yes, brothers, there was s-ofety for them, at last : •who couM cross 
such a torrent ns th.it which foamed and tossed Miindlheiafls they 
sped on their way! Surely they were safe. Put, brothers, Riyali 
Pirthee Raj's sorcerers were m^hty, and advancing to tlio front 
they invoked the aid of Kri^ina, and a vast chasm opened and 
sn-allowed up tbo river. (“UnAwahl") 

“Illustrious prince,” said the aged leader of the troop, “wo must 
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now appeal to anus. Call a bait, tlico, under tho*c trcM, for we 
must perform the necessary ceremony.” 

So CUand Sa balled Ids party Ibc liorsfnien ranged tbem- 
eelvea in a line. Tbo vetemn leader diamounting spread a cirpet 
for tbo prince, and requested bim to scat biraselE After this ho 
placed before Chand Sa a stool; Iben drawing bis swonl !io 
presented it to U\o four quarters of the compa.s3, and repeated on 
invocation, after wlucb bo banded it to tlio prince, saying, “ Btribc 
and fear not!" At this moment ono of the borsciucii moved 
fon\-anl out of tlie ranks, and reining up Ids steed before the nlali 
bent bis bead towards bim ; the awotd Jlasbed in tJio air and tl a 
head of tbo trooper fell onto the stool (“^Vob!”) Thcn,*]jrothc 
like an arrow from a bow shot forth t!ut headless warrior • 

A 11.1811 of a thunderbolt be burst on tbo advancuig column 
Chand Sa giued with eager Btraining eyes as bo saw tbo fow-mn f 
ranks break and fly as tUo relentless steel, driven by the arm r r ^ 
corpse, sheared tluougU armour and flesh like as tho sickle of n 
tbateher mows down. tbo reeds on tbo rivet-side 
ababasbl”) ^ bhabashl 

Suddenly be saw the trooper reel and fall from his Rad,!!. . , 

at tbo sama instant the hcatl tolled off the stool I (« ^Vn^ pr\’ 

■‘HU work is doBe." mii the egedleadet in deep hollow toee. 
Another horseman advanced and bent his he.-id to tlm t 
Once moTO woro beaten back the fotccsof Birlheo Hai no m 
drives the trembling teal into Ibc lake. A thousand 
under the cncliantc*! steel, and the second head rolled fmm n ^ 

"Who shall describe, brothers, the consternation in Bai 1 
Baj’s ciiinp 1 but bis astrologers bado him bo of good^^i ^ 

though his forces might bo destroyed, stiU 8UCC0S3 would 

legion alter legion hunied to the front though tliey rush*^?^’ 

pile of corpses that swelled as a mountain before them m 

tho rampart of carcasses but to add to the pile. "nVcII 
there is no use in dcscnbing in detail tho deeds of 11 ’ ^ 
horsemen as each rushed on tho foe ; but it wns all of n'° *‘'®'lrod 
last warrior, oven thoagcdl<K«Icrof the troops had fallen^ 

Chand So gave up hope. Only death now romaineil In ♦ 
embracing tho weeping princess he sprang on his horsr> ,*^‘^erly 
ing his tulwar in the rays of tho descending sun, hed.!^ 
to meet his doom, when a piercing shriek arrested him ^ u 
in his saddle, and nearly swooned at tho sight, for rim 
Princess Seotn, struck to the heart by her own lun<L 1 
on the ground in the agony of death. (" Hi, hi, kya 2ulooi^[»*^8 
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llis first impulse Tras to throw himself on the body of his love j 
tliG second, wliicli prevailed, to dash at the enemy. ‘Weakenetl by 
tlio loss of aliunclred thousand of hismen,KajahPirthee Raj’aforcc 
had duundled down to a mere body-guaKl, and through these, almost 
to the presence of las father’s and his own deadly foe, Eajah Chand 
Sa cut his way. Frantic with rage and grief he madly threw 
himself first on one and then another, and wherever his sword fell 
it was death. (“Shahashl"} j\t lasi^ Just os he readied Pirthec 
Raj, one of the astrologers toudied him on the head with his staff, 
and, stunned as with a li ghtnin g stroke, Chand Sa fell to the 
earth. {“ "M’ah J wah 3 ") 

Rajah Pirtheo Raj would have put him to death then and there, 
hut the Eiahmius interfered and OTerted the king's intention, on 
tlioscoro of the prince’s sohlc Itnetigeand high caste; but, brothers, 
it would have been better if he had been put to death, for his heart 
was dried up for love of the Princess Seeta, and the king had his 
eyes put out and east him into one of the lowest dungeons of the 
fort. ("Aniilu! hil”) 

Well, brothers, after this Rajah Pirthec Raj, who had no more 
children, wished to adopt a son, and a favourable sdedJcs haring' 
been made, mat festivities were held in the palace. For dajs, 
nay months, brothers, there were perpetual feasts and levcUisgs of 
nil kinds ; the fairest daoeera in the realm were gathered together, 
and the l^ids assembled in crowds to rehearse the glories of tho 

S aud of Rajah Piithee Kaj. Tliere were fights between wild 
8, and the champion wrcstlcre performed piWigies of atrcngtl^ 
and eldll ; but, strong as they were, none of them could bend tho 
bow given by Krishna to Rajah Pirtheo R.aj. This was the great 
trial of strength, and therajahpromisedan elephant-load of silver to 
tJio man who could draw an arrow to tho head ("AValil wahl”); 
but they all failed, and tho rajah laughed them to scorn. 

The shouts of the revellers reached tho ears of Rajah Chand So, 
as, blind and sorrow-struck, he lay in a comer of the dungeon, 
loiigmg for deatli to release him from his sufferings. 

ETCry day the jailer came to bring the unfortimate prince his 
food, and out of compassion used to sit awhile, and talk to 
him- 

So he camo aa usual and told him how Rajah Pirtheo Raj liad 
promised an elephant-load of silver Co the man who could draw the ' 
bow to the head of an arrow, 

“ Go," said Chand Sa, drawing himself up, and losing for tho 
moment his attitude of deep dejection, “Go to tho rajah, and tell 
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him there is one hero who will draw his how, ay, and send the 
arrow tlirough six planks of wootl.” 

“Bapru!” replied the jailer, "how can I go with suchamessage 
to the king? 5Iy lonl wishes his slave to lose Ida IjcatL" 

" Go, then,” said the prinee, “ to the Dewau Pcem Eaj, and tclL 
him to convey my message to the rajali.” 

So the jailer thought this was the safer plan, and away to the 
minister ho went and conlided the challenge. 

The dewan laughed, hut he was anxious to sco if tho vaunt, 
could he sustained, and ho ■^vas also anxious that some amelioration, 
should take place in tho unfortunate captive’s condition, whoso 
high lineage and great misfortunes excited commiseration amongst 
all classes, and even amongst thoso courtiers whoso self-interest 
required that they should show harshness towai-ds him in the sight 
oi Kajah Pirthco Kaj, the king. 

So tho Dewan Prem Raj went and told the king concerning tho’ 
hoast of ^ah Chaud Sa, and Pirthco R^j laughed loud and scorn* 
fully. 

••TVhat ! have not captivity and chains and tho bread and water 
oi affliction tamed that proud spirit yet? Well, let him tty j but it 
ho fails, as ho will do, bo shall bo ttMdoQ under foot by elephants.” 

Then Giond Sa leaped for joy at the news, and stretch^ forth, 
his arms to grope for tho dungeon door, so eager was ho for the 
trial ; and tho dowon and jailer looked amazed at him, so little did. 
ho resemble the howod-down and dejected captive of tho day 
before. 

'Tis said, brothers, that as Chaud Sa was led past the groves of 
tho palace gardens a little green bud flew on to his shoulder, and, 
liaving twittered away for n few second^ look agam to flight, hover- 
ing roimd him. ("Wahl”) 

“^0 king s.it in the great couttr-y,anl with his nobles around him. 
whilst clouds of attendants hoveredabout with gold and silver maces 
and fans. Jets of rose-water were flung into the air to cool the- 
breeze, and a thousand scents pervaded the atmosphere. On atablo 
in front of the king l.ay the famous bow, made, they say, out of a. 
gigantic horn of a rlunoceros, and on one sido stood a group of 
warriors and wrestlers who had in vain striven to bend the celestial 
wc.apon. 

A murmur of compassion andincrcdulity ran round tho assembly 
as tho tall figure ot tho captive prince, led by two warders, made- 
its appearance at the foot of the coutt-yanl ; but there were some- 
who did not fail to remark tho upright beating and elastic footfall,, 
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there is one here wlio ^rill draw liis bow, ay, and send the 
arrow throngh six plants of wo«h” 

“Bap ril” replied the jailer, “how can I go wUli Buchaincssago 
to the king? lly lord wishes his Blare to lose his hcad.”^ 

“ Go, then,” said the prince, “to the Dowan I’rciii Raj, and telL 
him to convey my message to tho njah.” 

Bo the jailer Ihonght this Avas the safer plan, and away to tho 
ministes he went and confided the challenge. 

Tlio dewan laughed. But ho was aiudons to seo if tho vaunt 
could he sustained, and h6 was also anxious that pomo amelioration, 
should take place in tho unfortunato captive’s condition, whoso 
high lineage and great misfortunes excited commiseration amongst 
all classes, and even amongst those courtiers whoso self-interest 
required that they should show harshness towards him in the sight 
of Rajah Pirthco Raj,' the king. 

So tho Dewan Prem Raj went and told the king concerning tho- 
. boast of Rajali Chand Sa, and Pirthco Raj laughed loud and scorn- 
fully. 

1 have not captivity and chains and the bread and water 
of affliction tamed tliat proud spirit yet? ‘IVcll, let him try j but i£ 
M he will do, he shall bo trodden under foot by elephants.” 

Then Chand Sa leaped for joy at tho news, and stretched forth, 
nis arms to gropo for tho dungeon door, so eager was bo for the 
trial ; and the dewan and jailer looked amazed at him, bo httlo did. 
^ resemble the bowed-down and dejected captive of tho day 


fVo brothers, that as Chand Sa was led past tho groves of 

^ green bird flew on to liis shoulder, and, 
IT,™ > ° tittered away for a few seconds, took again to flight, hover- 
“?*°’^dhun. ("IVahl”) 

iu the great court-yard with Ids nobles around him. 
and fan.. l°J®^^®°d:“t3hoveTCdabout withgold and silvermaces 
Leez^rl wse-watex were flung into tho air to cool tho- 
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in front of *1... 1 • . vue uiuiuaiineie. t^nuutuiu 

ci'^ntic hnrr, of'^® fomous bow, made, they say, out of a. 

w^ora an<\ *hin«c^ and on one side stood a group of 
weapon. ™ striven to bend the celestial 

as and incredulity ran round the assembly 

iU appearawe at T 

who did not faU t., court-yard ; but there were some 
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Trliich strangely 3«lie<I the reported treatment of the cclebrateil 
prisoner. But, lirothcrs, U was tlto la.<t flare of the torch before it 
sinks into an ember ; none could see into the heart of Chanel Sa, or 
icel tho elation wln'cli gave him the false semblance of activity he 
aroro. > _ 

The king, Pirthee Bnj, noticed Ids hearing ^vitli anger. 

“Ah-haJ blind onol” he cried, “thy step is proud and free 
indeed to meet thy <?oom. Pkcsuniptnoas man t the elephants wnft 
Tto tread thee under their feet for darmg to mock at the ordinance 
of thy king. Can'st thou hope to draw the how of Krishna when 
tlie strongest of the jiehhtam hare faile*! 1 " 

“Give me iJie bou’, O king," replied tho prince, “and pheo si-t. 
planks one before the other in front of the taiget, and I will send 
an arrow through alh” (“ ShahasUl ”) 

A cry of astonishment broke from the bystanders^ and at the 
king's order sis planks were laid on tho face of the target, tliough 
3iow a hhnd man was to hit tho nuatk was a subject for tuudi 
comment and wonder. 

imalj CluncI Sa desired to bo pbced facing the tojgrt, and told 
tho men in djsrge of it to shout aloud. 

“ Ho is going to shoot by ti>o sound of Uie voice," cried tho 
spectators. 

“Give me the bow," aaid tho prince; and it was ]uuide<l to him 
by nn officer of tho court, togc^f nn arrow, tho point of 
which Ihyoli Cband Sa oarefiilly felt. 

“ Kow let my lord, the king, give tho worrl." - 

“ Shoot, blind one, ehool," cried l^rtlico Ihy. 

As easily as tliough it rrorc a child'a toy, Chand Sa drew tho 
Jong arrow to the lieml, and wheeling rapidly rnunil he divcliarged 
at full at tho breast of Rajah Pirthee Ilnj, who, struck through the 
ic.-irt, full IroUi his throne down the steps, IVaJi ! irah / *'/ 

Brothcni I how cm I de.<»cril>e the confusion tliat ivigncl daring 
Iho next few minutes! Home ran to pick up the king, others l»eat 
their breasts snd tbirod, but did nothing; then anise the ciy to 
•Foue the oasa-wln. 

He lay on his face. 

They turned him over. 

He too was deoiL 
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fioTTers of the lx:la nnd Ijarsinglia j tliey were the fouls of Knjali 
Ch.sr.d Sa and the Prince®^ Seeta. (** W'lih 1 srali 1 ") 

Prolhers ! I have said all as It lias been banded do\TO to us by 
our fathtr?. Pemes^ur only kiiowa bow much of it is true and 
how EJuch false ; but there are tbo ruins of the Bona Pancc’a fort, 
which everyone can fee. ^Vilh wlucb conclusive tstalcment the 
Lalla took a proffcrcil hookah, and was soon in a cloud of fmoko. 

“ilore romance tlian history," remarked Fonlhnin, as ho shut un 
Ids memorandum book. “Come,Pmest, it is time we were in bed, 
' and then hey for the luan-calcr of Kaliani 1 ” 


Ctdnla. Goad possessed but an ill cUataclct amongst bis people, 
and cventho Hindoos and JIabomedana wore averse to much inter- 
course with Idra. lie was a sot/a, or one gifted willi Bupcrnatural 
powers, could cast the evil eye, and bad the i>owct of turning him* 
self and others into wild beasts. Ko wonder bo was avoided, and 
ho knew it, and traded in ccnsequenco on the fears of bis neigh- 
bours ; for he was a brave man jndeeil who would not give Chinta 
Gond aught that was in his bouse : flour or miUct, daroo (spirit 
from the mouhv.a flower, or tbo much prirctl, and not often to Ikj 
freely got, salt— all wore his for the asking, and tlicro was never 
imy lack of lururics in his solitary Imt, whore, with his wife, ho 
lived apart. It was rumoured too that tigers were seen coming 
along the forest paths with offerings of meat for the soda’s hut ; 
certain it was that the flesh-pot often simmered on his fire wlien 
the rest o{ the Gonds had but gram and roots to livo upon. 

It was late ono afternoon when Chinta and his wile — who was 
about the only ono who disbcUevctl in her husband’s supernatural 
Pavers, for die had never seen them — were coining along from an 
adjacent •villnge, and their path lay over some open counltj', dolled 
bushes, amongst wliicli were grazing a herd of iiylgaie. 

Chinta’a -wifo remarked that they had not bad meat for some 
days, on which ho told her that he had tho power of giving her 


^ producing from his pouch a sniaU dried 

1 .MI hand. I shall turn myself into a panther 

ana kill one of those nyl^iie \ when I return to thee fear not hm 
6U5eli, whereupon I shall resume my ori^nal 

Tho poor woman liomHingl, took tho root, whilst hot hinW, 
tvnlkod asvay and nns presently kid ky ti.o kuskes. 

Soon sho easy a knga pantket cantiously stalkins tko nylgj- 
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and then a ^peedj msli bnniglit the nearesi of tie ienl do'rn. 
The quany -nns soon despatdie^ and the panthei bounded back to 
the spot ■\vheto the woman iras left. Seeing the blood-stained 
monster approacbiag with month wide open, the poor creatuie’e 
nerves failed her, and with a piercing shriek she threw away tho^ 
root, and rushed blindly from the place. 

The infuriated soda, /or it was Chinta Ibo Good in tho form of 
a leopard, hunted about wildly /or Uio lost root, hut in vain, 
when, frantic with rage at not being able to resume lus human 
form, ho hounded after his fogitir'B trafo, and coming on her as sho 
lay cowering in a comer of his hut, ho tore her to picuis — the first 
of a long list of victims to his hate. 

Such was Ujo histoiy of tho man-cathig pinthcr of Kahani, as 
related in the popular traditions of U>o countrj*, and certainly 
everything' in the career of tins extraordinary animal tended to 
foster the unearthly reputation ho had gained. JRan^ing over a 
circle, tlie radius of which may he put at eighteen mUca, no one 
knew when and where lie might be found ; lie seemed to kill for 
killing’s sake, for often Ids victims — at times tlirco in a slngto 
nigUt—WQuld be untouched sate for tho fata) wound in the thronL 
Tho watclicr on (ho high niochaun, tho sleeper in his cot ia tho 
midst of a populous village, were alike bis prey. 

Tlio county was dcmeralUed : the bravest hunters refused to go 
after him, TViJd pigs and deer ravaged Oio fiehls : none irould 
dare to watch tho firowlug crops. If lie had been an ordinary 
panther, who would Iiaro comt I/ail not each vilhgo its 
shikoTecI men who could boast of ninny an encounter with tiger 
and licar, and would they slirink from foUe>%'ing up a mere animal t 
Certainly not ; but they know the (m<(ition of Cliinta Gond, and 
they lieheved it. 'NVhnt coulil they doj 
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light— -for the fell destroyer went Iwldly to vrorh, knowing that 
they were but weak opponents. 

"With hcjirU full of indignation, and firm resolves to do tJicur 
best to rid the country of such a scourge, the Englishmen rode on. 
The morning was bright and cool, and the crisp air gave jiromiso of 
the coming cold weather, for it was now towards the end of Octo^r, 
and at an elevation of two thousand feet Hic temperature was enjoy- 
able after the steamincs-s of the rainy season. Tlic birds were 
singing in the hedges, and chased the bright dragon-flies that flitted 
about ; crickets chirped merrily in the grass, and all nature seemed 
joyous and bright, so different from the talcs of woe and death just 
poure*! into the travellera’ ears. 

Eordham had been telling his young companion the legend con- 
cerning the dreaded beast, and went on to explain that it was the 
worst man-eating panther he lud ever come across, and that the 
government liad raised the reward on his he.ad from ten rupees to 
one hundred, 

« j\nd yet that is but less than a shiUlng a life, if all one hears 
bo correct,” remarked Jlilford. 

“ Just so,” replied Fordhara, “ but it is eufiicicnt ; if you were to 
offer ton pounds a life it would not tempt the natives more. I 
believe no ^e^va^d will tempt these superstitious creatures to stir in 
the mailer, and yet, unlcs,s fortune favours us particularly, I do 
verily believe that it will be only by patient endeavour of the native 
shikarees that ho Avill ever bo killed: bis extreme caution renders 
it moat diflicult to get hold of him. Even when he Las seized hfs 
\Trey, tho slightest noise makes him drop it and seek safety in flight, 
and this mingled cowardice and ferocity liave gained him his super- 
natural reputation. Alas I had I known three years ago what 
depended on one shot, what anumberof lives I might have saved 1 ” 

“ IIow was Ihatl” 

“ Tlireo times this very panther came out before me, and, but for 
the impression that a man-eating tiger was in the place where we 
were beating, 1 should have knocked him over. I was in camp at 
Uliooma, and a neighbouring tliakooc sent word to say that one of 
Ins men had been tarried off by a tiger. I went to the place, and 
took with me two elephants, one of wliicli I posted up tho nullah 
to my Ictt, while the beaters drove a deop ravine on my right ; in 
front of mo WM a small open patch. After a while out camo a 
p-anther, and stood for a moment just in front of my elephant. I 
felt very much indincd to knock him over, but I thought of the 
clianco of losing the tiger, and so let him pass on. He was driven 
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back by tbe spare elephant and reentered the beat, from Tvhich he 
was a tliird time expelled. After all no tiger appeared, and, on 
going dorm into the ravine to rescue the body of the man, I found 
to my disgust that it was the panther who bad killed him — the 
brute who had thrice escaped my ballet.” 

" "What a sell J " 

“Yes, it was more than a sell, it was a grave mfefortune, for had 
he been then killed all these lives would have been spared, for the 
thakoor’s man was one of its earliest victims. Hal what was 
thatl” 

Fordham reined in his hotso and listened. 

“Did you not hear a cry, Ernest T" 

“I did, indeed, as of some woman weeping.” 

Again the breeze bore to them from a distant cornfield a piteous 
wail, as of someone in distresjs. 

" That accursed creature again,” muttered Fonlham, as clapping 
spurs to ]u3 horse ho wcntofTatspeedic tho CinctioD’ftl the sound, 
cWly followed by his companion. At tho door of anido wigwam ' 
— BUcIi as tho Goods build for abcitcr w hilst they watch their crops 
. «>'lay tho bo<ly of a fine stalwart man in tho prime of Ufa. It did 
not require a second glance at the four deep Jiolcs in his tliroat to 
tell how he had met hci fate: the nun-eater’s mark had been well 
and surely imprinted there, and the slru^sle was but a short and 
sharp one. In a corner of tbo hut crouclietl a terror stricken child, 
about four years old, whilst by the body of her husbamk tho wife, 
a young woman of about fivc-and twenty ixars of age, shrieked and 
tore her hair in frantic disfresa. 

Fonlhani gazed sadly and sternly at Iho group. Jlilfonl, wlh 
the impetuosity of his ngo oml chameter, wi«bed to do Fomething at 
once. TJjo wan bad only lately been ktllcil, was, in fact, yet 
warm ; the pontlicr must be somewhere near — why not send for 
the elephants and beat about f 

“ 2»o use, my boy,” aiwwerwl tho elder sportsman, shaking bis 
head. “ I know tho bruto too well ; lio i» a dozen nules off now. 

I liavo knmvn him to rover nineteen mih'a in ono night; when be 
bails he makes a long run. Is it not sol" he conlinuc<l, asking tho 
question in Ilindostanec of an oKI shiksrcr, who liad ju«t como up 
with n run after the horse'. 
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wife, and after sbo was somewhat calmwl she told her piteoua 
tile. 

Her hushand would come out to watch his crops j they were m 
prime condition, and did not ho owo his roahajmi money 1 ^ So ho 
would not let them Ije destroyed by the deer and tho wild pips, and 
ho laughed at her fears about tho panther. For several nights all 
had gone well, but on tbis morning, just at the breahing of daim, 
tho watchful wifo heard a rustle in somo bushes close by, and 
stirring up tho fire, she called to her sleeping husband, and told him. 

. of her susjncion. Laughing at her for a foolish woman who was 
frightened at the morning brecio playing irith tho dead leaves, ho 
turned round again and went to sleep. Sho sat and watclied ; half 
an hour mote passed when a largo animal buret into their hut, and, 
rcganlless of the fire, seked her hnaband by tho throat, dragging; 
him away stnisgling in vain. She sprang to liis assistance, and, 
laying hrtd of her husband, shrieked loutlly ; tho panther tt^ged afc 
his throat, but she held on, ,and at la-st the roan^ratcr dropped his* 
Ticlim, and springing into the bushes disappeared, But her hus^nd! 
was dead! 

This was the sum of her story, told with many sobs } and few of 
her ILslcnets hcanl it unmoved. 

However, nothing could be done just then, and tho snn was* 
beginning to beat ticrcely upon the plain ; the village of KahanS 
was yet somo distance off, and at cloven o’clock thero wos to bo a 
council of all the shikarees of tho talooqa, to tLx on some definite- 
plan of action. So, giving instractiona that tho poor woman was to* 
bo looked after, Foidiiam rode off towanls camp. 

The Lodheo thakoor, or chief, of Kahani, was a fine-looking old. 
man, not quite so stalwart, perhaps, some of his tribe, but stUL 
he looked like the scion of on old house which boasted of an an- 
cestry far beyond the days of Bukht Buland. He was dressed ia 
the wadded green UTvjurlJia, on coat usually \Yom by his race, and 
boro over one sleovo a massive silver armlet, by which he was dis- 
tinguished from hia followers, many of whom, resembled him both 
in features and dress. 

He came forwari to meet Fordhaoi at the entrance to his •rillagc 
and after the preVmnnary gratings and compliments, the conrcrs.al 
tion turned on the all-absorbing topic of tho man eating panther. 

Jlilfotd looked round with somewhat of contempt at the fine 
soldierly-looking men around him, armed with tulwar and matchJnrJk 
and yet alraid ol venturing out r^^ainst this one cowardly foe * n,,. 
then they were firm believere in the reputed supematural ori-rin of 
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have frightenc'l away tlitf panther, under the supposition that he 
■wtis f-omo species of nondescript hlpcdal pard, of superior iriiture 
and ferocity ; for he had the most astounding set of vvhiskc\'«, 
trained out in ttic right-angle fashion so highly tbougiit of amongst 
his people. But somehoNV ha did not taka avitU Fordliam, \ylioj 
turned to the eluknrees and commenced a close cross-exaraination, 
with a view to elucidate Eometliing regarding the habits of the beast 
they were in search of. 

It was unanimously acknowledged that he had taken to prej ing 
exclusively on human heing«, and that it was utterly impossible to 
tempt liim by tying out iKiits cither alive or dead ; the latter even 
in the case of a roan would be useless, for he was so suspicions that 
he made sure by the deep hwathing of his victim that he was sound 
asleep before making Ids attack. Goats and ponies ho would not 
look at, and the dummy of a roan on a bed bad been tried, hut 
arithout success. Wiat then could be done I 
3S’o one could say. 
intere w-e« bis haunts? 

The whole country was before him ; no one knew. He was at 
Htdianv at night, and at Dhooma m the morning j who could tell to 
eighteen miles where ho was to bo found? The only cliauce was 
io kill him over a bait, but what bait could attract him ? Ho was 
a devil and not a niero animal ; lie knew every trap that was laid 
for him, and only a living roan would tempt hiro. 

The inspector of police here requested permission to make n few 
Ttroaiks, which being accorded, he proceeded to recount the evidence 
in a pompous manner, showing how accustomed and skilled ho was 
in putting together the main points at isuc, tUo yjyo of which was 
that as nothing but a human bait irould tempt the panther, a human 
bait roust be prorided. Now every’body knew that the gun of Iiis 
honour, ilajor Fordham, Sahib Ikihadoor, was os a slave in the 
hands of his roaster, tliat ho had only to wish that the ball might 
strike even the eye of a Ikaid as it glmced over a stone, and it was 
done ; bad not all the world talked of it, and did hot all Sconce 
iknow of the antelope struck on the bound, and the tiger in the 
midst of his charge, and 

llere Fordham etopjwd the torrent of compliment, and reminded 
biro, that he \iad aoroe vnlnable suggestion to make, and ns the time 
was short it would ho better to proceed at once to business. 

Bomcivli. 1 t disconcerted at the interruption to his ornate perora- 
tion, the worthy ihana'Iar went on to state that it was necessary 
that the blit should bo a man — a living man. In the days of 
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Tbe poor tK-inadar’i? visago lengllieual to Bucti an extent at tl\\3 
unexpected turn of olToirs, that the wliolo a&>cinhly hurst out into 
laughter. > •» i 

How could he do itl Petluvpa the *ahihft gun lliat never tailed 
might not go off. Wio Avaatofecd his littlo oneat Everj’onos 
fate was written on his forehead, and, after nil, was not tho man* 
cater a devil — a transformed Gond — a sodat His lordsliip would 
forgive himj ho did not mind fighting openly for tho rirJMr, hut a 
^aiiiin was too much for him. 

“ "Well,” said Fordhara to his companion, '* wo can’t make an un- 
willing volunteer of him, like tho Sepoy nrlio said, wheb ho was 
going to the Burmese war, “ Han, saldb, hum hulumtccr liai, muggur 
hum jan6 nald mungta" (“Yes, sir, I'm a voluntcer—hut I don’t 
want to go”). 

At last it was resolved that a Oguro of a man should ho made, 
and laid on a bed tmder a tree, wiili various cooking utensils lying 
about, as though a traveller had camped for tho night ; and close by 
hU hod was to bo placed a box containing a goat, muulcd so as to 
' prevent its bleating, but that its btcalUing might confuse end deceive 
tho panther. It was but a makeshift, and many of the shikarees 
shook their heads over it ; but others were more sanguine, and none 
more so tlian tho LoUa, wlio went vigorously to work at tho dummy 
figore, which, as it progressed, caused great amusement in tho camp, 
and 09 one of the Sepoys nicknamed it the Thanadar S;diib, the 
joke was made much of. As for that worthy, after the episode of 
tho morning, he kept out of tlio way. 

Tho day piosscd in these preparations, and ot dusk tho figure was 
placed in position, and very natural it looked as, rolled up in an old 
rafate, it was laid on a cliatpat, and tho cooking-pots placed about. 
Poor Ifanny was not put into her box till tho last, when, after a 
good fwd and a drink of water, sUo was muzsled and put under' a 
chest, in which several air-holes hod been bored. 

Tlio plMo chosen was at tho foot of a hugo tree, on tho outskirts 
of tho village, and in tho branches was built a maebaun for tho 
watchers ; inter this Fordbanj, ^lUford, and tho IjCilla got sliortly 
before dark, and anxiously awaited tlio result of their experiment. 

Before leaving camp Fordham had cleared out a largo tent, and 
made all tho camp ectvonls and foUowcia sleep in it. At each door 
ho had a large fire kept alight, and a sentry with musket and hayo- 
ofit on qjmd in both front oml. wit. 

In this way several days passed. Tho experiment had failed 
and the shikarees who had been doubtful all shook their heads morn 
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Hiu, Tao xoado bia -way home. . A» be i>assc«l a eiaaU copse borderin'; 
a field of pnlso he saw a dark object moving about ip the gloom of 
the brushrrood ; hh kncca knocked togelheT vrith fright, and then 
came tho consoling thought that this was a favourite spot for pig^ 
and where he had often scon them before. Surely fortune favoured 
him this time, and sent him a chance for food for many weeks. It 
was a pig — it must ho a pig. So he knelt douii, and resting his 
matchlo^ ho fired at tho black eliadow. 

If Kuiria was alarmed hefette, how much more did his hair stand 
\ on end and his heart leap into his month when he heard tho savage 
roar of a beast of prey, and tho bubbling growl which told of a 
mortal svound. 

Tho affrighted Oond Red with ataomentary expectation of being 
tom in pieces, and he flung himself into liis hut before bis astonished 
•wife, the very pictuio of abject terror. 

Sirs. Kurria was a bustling litllo woman, and a bit of a shrew ; 
so, after hearing her husband's disjointed story, she rated him well 
for his cownuUco. 

\Vhat hud he to be afraid of? 'Was he not safe and sound? And 
tho animal might bo a pig after all, and if it was a cu^e«/<z jantcar, 
a tiger ot s panther, did not the sickat give a handsomo reward? 
It sras evident luck was in their sray, and she should rouse all the 
neighbours la the morning and lead them to the search. 

Early in the morning the old dame was astir in tho village, and 
had gathered a dozen of her friends, who, armed with spears and 
nies, headed by Kurria and hjs shrewish avife, set forth on the 
q,uest. 

They approached the copse with considerablo hesitation, and at 
last hailed a boy who was herding some buffaloes. 

In a few moments the unwieldy animals were slowly forcing 
their way through tlic brushwood, when suddenly their leader gave 
an angry grunt, and followed by tlie others dashed through the 
thicket, and then was heard the voice of the boy calling out, 

“Hero he is 1 hero is the paolher, dead.” 

And M there was — a very fine panther shot through the heart. 
An old villager, who approached tho dead animal, now started 
hack with astonishment, and, pointing with skinny finger and 
starting cyc'balls, exclaimed, 

j “ Lrothers, this is the nian*eatcr t See, there is the mark of the 
.^0 on his head whera.thft.XxslhfiR.tJixdaw.stnu'k. him.*, and. 

I is the toe on tho left foot gone where that Seoneo sliikatco hit Tiim 
i with a knife ■uhen ho rmhed up tho tree after him.” 
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% “Tbeiej” scieamed Kiirria’s spouse, daticin" around like nn old 
•witch; “there, did I not say to you that luck was in your way 1 
and you ready to die with fryfUt 1 "Wliy, the sirkar \Till raake you 
a rich man, and I shall have siiver bangles, and all tho country shall 
talk of you — Tpon’t they, brothereJ” 

A chorus of assent followed, and, poles being cut, the panther 
was carried home in triumph, and great were tl:e rejoicings through- 
out the country when it was heard that the dreaded man-eater was 
tno more. But Kutria’s irifo pulled a very long face when her 
/ husband came back from fJeonce with only fen rupees, and said 
that the government ruling avas, that tlic special rcwnnl was not to 
ho given till six months after the reported death of tho panther, 
and then, if no deaths had occurred in the interval, llio amount 
was to ho liaaded over. But good dame Sookca pot her bangles 
after oil, and Kurria lived in clover for a time on the Glance of 
tho money, and liad great reputation as tho ^likareo who overcame 
tho man-eater of Kohani. 




CHAPTER Xn. 

^YETDUsttwk our rcatlen 
to let U8 pass over a period 
of twelve monllis from Iho 
data of the last chapter : 

year full of awful iutcr* 
cst, fraught with sorrowful 
reminiscences and gloomy 
presages — tlio mcmomblo 
year of tho Indian mutiny. 

The storm was still raging, though tliero were brighter rifts in 
the clouds. Hellii had fallen, Ludenow ^vas relieved, and people 
were beginning to breathe more freely. Still tho tide of battle was 
rolling over the country, and many a pen was thrown aside for tho 
grip of tho sword-hilt. Still at tho dinner-table tho events of the 
day were spoken of with bated breath, with the admixture of 
foreign tongues, and with the epollcd-out names of jilaccs and 
people : for swart, impassihlo faces girt the talkers, dark eyes 
waited every emoUon,and*iUntK9tcmngeata carried garbled scraps 
of news to be retailed with every form of exaggeration in the bazaar. 
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It M'fls not cJitircly without warning tJut tho tornado had hurst. 
Tim «listant thundot had rauttciwl and growled, and sullen flashes 
of lurid lightning hrofco over the horizon some time before the 
crush came. Some liad jirwlictcd tho storm ariglit, hut others 
I-rngheil at avhat they thought wero absurd fancies, till at last it 
broke; and now that wo look back to its causes and condition", the 
wonder is that its area was so limitcth AVo are not going to inflict 
a chapter of history on our tc-adors, or recapitulate how we got 
possession of out Eastern Empire : how was first inserted the thin 
end of tho ivedge ; how Clive and AVarren Hastings drove it ; how 
otliers poured on oil, while the successive strokes of AV'elleslcy, 
EIIenborougli,antIDalhousic huriedit tothohead,sIiivcringtLefcnots, 
and riving tho pliant fibre. 

Tlicre was such a thing at the time of the commencement of our 
story ns the court of Delhi — thecourtof the great Jlcghnl. Atliat 
vivnl pictures does not the plwaso recall I Of Baber, tho founder 
of his dynasty, a joviul potentate, equally ready for a fray ora frolic ; 
of tho great Akbar; of Jehangeer, to whom our British Solomon 
sent an ambassador; of the lovely Koor Jclian, whoso histoiy ii a 
romance in itself; of tho warhko and wily Aurungzebe.. Those 
were great Jfc^huls, founders and destroyersof cities before whom 
princes bowed trembling, as they sat on tho jewelled peacock throne, 
of whom the monuments still remain Id many a palace and niacso* 
lonm of sHriM"5iDg beauty. 

There was an emperor at tho time of which wo write seated on 
the tliTone of Akbar the Great; but what n sbadowl what a 
phantom of an autocrat ! A prisoner within his pahico walls ; n 
pensioner of an alien race, who scrutiuized his expenditure, and 
met his glance with a fearless stare ; a poor, old, purblind poetaster, 

, fated to bo the last of tho Groat hloghuls ! , AVliat a fate ! It was 
not, however, all to ho laid to the charge of the British. Inexorable 
doom had for years before laid its chill hands on that falling dynasty, 
and sapped it slowly but surely: the Jlahrattas were even less 
lem'ent guardians of tho imperial dignity than were tlio English. 
Eo, it was the decree of Heaven, and had the aged monarch had his 
will lie would have cast from him the allurements of fickle fortune, 
content irith what he had left of ignoble ease. Bui ho had eons 
and courtiers who pined over the glories of the past, and whose 
traditions all stirred withiri them hatted of their virtival rulers and 
unqucnchahle longings for emancipation. 

In olden times these white-faced foreigners cast off their shoes, 
and bent trembling before tho throno of their ancestors ; now they 
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■William tliumlerpd for Iho foil of Sebastopol ! A certain nimbor 
•of chiefs veto gained over j now they must make sure of the army, 
avilliout which their cause was hopeless. A portion was composed 
•of coreligionists, but how were Hus others to bo wosi overf They 
wero Hindoos, and luckily of the Iiighct castes; work ihemon^ 
religious ^rcaknesa — that is the way to do it. 

How inscrutable are the ways of ProvidcncoJ Ilera is a now 
■cartridge ordorwl wldch nsjuircs grease. Spread abroad that thefal 
•of pjga is used ; that will touch IJio Jiaiighty Hrahniin to tho quick, 
*8 well as tho Moslem. Tl»roMgh every secret channel dribble into 
their ears tho same song : your tSigion Is to bo betrayed ; the English 
have lost their power, and now slrlvo by btc.aking your caste to bind 
you to them ; will you be made pariahs 1 if not, mlly round tho im- 
perial standaid f So the current gathered strength till at last tho 
banks burst — burst perhaps too eoon,andperlups providentially so ff*" 
us. As it was, tho disaffection was limited to certain cliiefs and their 
Icmtoncs, to certain districts of the Horth-west and Ueugal, and to 
tha whole of the native troops in the Eengal Presidency, with few 
exceptions. This ii-ns bad enough, but to say lliat tna whedo M 
India was in a state of rebellion is ucorrcct. The ma«s of the popU' 
lation was not opposed to us, elso wo bad bccu driven out oi tho 
-eountiy ; and in many cases we armed the people and led them 
i^Cdinst their insurgent bretlireo. Tho intriguers of the court oI 
Delhi had counted too sincb on tbo antipath^y whicli they them- 
selves felt to tho British. That antipathy -was not national and 
TUiiversal, but partiaL Some of tha gre-at cliiefs wore sincerely 
loyal ; others played a double game, and temporized, waiting to join 
the winning side. Tbe conspirators bad hanlly reckoned on tho 
neutrality of the Deccan — nay, more than neutraJi ty, for that splendid 
Indian cavaliy, tboliimni’s irregular horse, djd gallant service in 
.our cause — nor did they count on the active opposition to them of 
the Sikhs and the Goorkhas ; thus were they foiled nt all points. , 
Thero was much of an inflammable nature in that part of India 

■ have taken our reader. Nagpoor was the seat of a 
ince, who was primed with substantial grievances akin 
he liana. .The wilds of Sumbulpooi and JluntlJa had 
atoiy chieftains, whose old tulwars, erst so red with tho 
e foe, were rusting ignobly in their scabbards. The 
roots of Jubbulpoor and adjacent districts c-iught tbo 
mutiny, and tho 52nd Eegiment of Ji'etive Infantry were 
10 masters of tbe Head-quarter Station on the hanks of 
Nerbudila. Tho late Earl of Mar and Kellie, then 



HIDING IN HEBEt CODNTET. 


287 


!i few minutes more the roar of artillery rang through the glen, and 
the grape shot hurtled over his head.' 

“ \Yhew ! ” whistled the young man, instinctively ducking, though 
the iron hail hissed through the air high ahove liim, "being mostly 
ricochets. “ Those lhakoors are getting fits now ! I wonder where 
Fotdliam and the rest arc.” So saying ho dashed spurs into his 
horse and flow down the valley again. As he passed the fork of tlio 
glens where they had parted, ho saw his companion’s blue bull lying 
dead and alone, and as he spurred on in the direction of the camp 
ho was hailed by narao. Reiiyng up and looking around ho saw 
Fordham and two of his native officers with half-a-dozen men halted 
on a knoll, impatiently watcliing the progress of a trooper, who was 
galloping towards the distant camp with instructions for reinforce- 
raents. 

“Ernest, my boy,” eagerly exclaimed the elder soldier, “I was 
getting nervous about you, and never blessed my eyesight more than 
when I saw you rounding that comer. ^Vhy, you must have been 
right on to the rear of the rascals!” 

“There was a good breadth of a hiU between us, I am thankful 
to say " laughingly rejoined the other, “ and I stood more chance of 
Ixung peppered by our fellows than by the rebels. "NYbat are you 
' going to do 1 " 

“1 am afraid wo can do nothing, for by the time the eowar can 
rcadi Martin, and give him my inslractions, and the men arrive, tho 
enemy will bo non est ; but I intend to make a reconnaissance, and 
effect a junction with Colonel Smith if possible. I suspect he got 
into an ambush on the river.” 

He scanned the distant camp avith his glasss and exclaimed, 
“Bravo! wom-ayhave somo chance after alL Martin has heard 
tho firing apparently, for I see our men in saddle. I only want one 
troop though, and he must stay with the rest, which will be a dis- 
upiKiintnicnt to him, 1 am afraid. All ! there they come at a trot. 

. Now ho halts and gets my note.” 

“The firing still continues,” temarked Milford. 

“ Yes, but it won’t last much longer. Thcro is a little bit of ugly 
jungle n^ut there, and I fanqr that ivas just a last round or two to 
clear it wfoto crossmg the infantry again. I wish those fellows of 
ours were hero ; it is provoking to bo hampered in this way when 
work has to bo done;” and he stamped Lis foot impatiently. 

The usually calm hunter seemed to Milford to liavo developed 
•luite a new p\i^ oi character in tho impetuous leader of cavalry. 

After a searching intenogation of a native guide os to the geo- 
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’■ them under nnns uus a detaduncnt told off to guard their rear. 
Several, oi their wounded were groaning in rude litters, made of 
country beds slung to jwles wh&t thetr comrades garo water to 
those >\ho needed it. Jolces were being bandied to and fro, or 
execrations at the superior force which had driven them back ; hut 
soon were the^c turned to yells of hatred and despair, as tho 
trumpet rang out the charge, and with flashing sabres and shouts of 
“Allah, ho Akbat!” the irregulars, led by tho two Europeans, 
swooped dorvTi upon them. 

Taken at a disadvantage as they were, those who still retained 
their arms were rveaily ton times tho number of their assailants, and 
some show of resistance was made, which would have been formid- 
able if better combined j but tho horsemen weio amongst them, 
sabring right and left, and those who had arms soon followed tho 
example of those who had been caugbt bathing and eating, and fied 
towanls tho jungle. Ono determined band, led by a gigantic 
Uoondcla, mado a stand on a rocky knoll, from whence they com- 
menced a vigorous fire, deeming their position secure from cavalry j 
but they little knew of tlio daring of the reckless rider who had 
cliased nwny a hog and blue bull over rrorso ground, and to their 
suriiriso tho horsemen came at them, plunging over the rocks. 
Levelling his matchlock tho leader firetlat Fordb^ as he came on, 
but the ball glanced imder his arm and mortally wounded a young 
trooper who was just behind. Clubbing Ins gun tho Boondela 
smote through the guard of another, and sent him reeling over his 
horso’s tail ; but the sounr bounded to bis feet and rushed at his foe, 
who, hurling his empty weapon at him, drew his heavy tulwar, and 
flan" his shield over liis arm. Tho Pathan was a good swordsman, 
but he was soon hard pressed by his gigantic foe, who would have 
triumphed had not Fotdham, who Imd just caught a blow which 
would have ended Milford’s earthly career, and returned it with 
interest by hU sword’s point, turned to the assistance of Ids follower. 
The rebel chief turned savagely on his nobler assailant, and in doing 
so exposed himself to tho b^hau, who with one of those drawing 
cuts in which the Indian swordsman excels, cleft antagonist 
almost in two. This decided the day, ond no further resistance was 
made. 

The ground was strewn with arms of all kinds, including tho 
ginjals and zumboorkas which had formed the battery at the 
ambuscade, and which were, it was reasonably supposed, the chief 
defence of the stockade on tho neighbouring hill. Three 
of Fordhara’s men bad fallen, and two more were wounded. One 
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them umlei anus -svas a vlctachmcut told off to guard their rear. 
Several of their >Youndc<l wero groaning in rude litters, uiado of 
country hods bliing to poles, whUat their comrades gave •water to 
those who irecdcd it. Jokes -were heing Inudied to and fro, or 
execrations at the superior force which had driven them hack ; but 
soon ■were these turned to yells of hatred and despair, as the 
trumpet rang out the charge, and with flashing sabres and shouts of 
“Ailalv. ho Akhart” the irregulars, kd by the two Europeans, 
swooped do^^i upon them. 

Taken at a disadvantage ns they were, those who still letaincd 
their arms were nearly ten times the number of their assailants, and 
some show of resistance was made, which would liavo been formid- 
able if better combined but the horsemen were amongst them, 
sabring right and left, and those who had arms soon followed the 
example of those who had been caught bathing and eating, and fled 
towanls the jungle. One determined band, led by a gigantic 
ifOondcU, made a stand on. a rocky knoll, from whence they com- 
menced a vigorous fire, deeming their position secure from cavalry ; 
hart they little knew of tho daring of Iho reckless rider who had 
chased many a hog and blue bull over worso groxmd, and to their 
surprise the horsemen came at them, plunging over the rocks. 
Levelling his matchlock tho leader fired at Fordham as ho came on, 
hut the ball glanced imder his arm and mortally wounded a youn" 
trooper -^vlio Yvas just behind. Clubbing his gun the Boondcla 
smote through the guanl of another, and sent him reeling over his 
horse’s tail ; but the sowar bounded to his feet and rushed at his foe 
who, hurling his empty weapon at him, drew his hc.i7y tulwar and 
flung ha shield over Ids arm. Tho Pathan was a good swordsman 
but he Avas soon hard prcs.ocd by his gigantic foe, who would have 
triumphed had not Fordham, who had just caught a blow wldch 
AToulcl have endetl Jlilford’e earthly career, and returned it with 
interest by his sword’s point, turned to tho assistance of hia foUowei- 
Iho rehol ch.sf tamed on his Mblotasaital, and in doinj 

JO opposed hmsell ta the I'eMisn, tvho with one o£ those dmsvta. 
cuts in Avhich tho Indian swordsman excels cleft >«;« • *2 

tot in t. 0 , Hds decided the Oay. nnd no telos’SiiaTSS 

The ground was strewn with arms of all j- 

giiijaU and tumboorkas which had formed the\MS“^f S® 
wavkuKadc, and whkh were, il was reasonably 
defcnco of tho stockade on the nm"hboS?^vu 
oi Fotahota’e taon had faliea. .„d 
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AlrcfiJy the tent pitchers were at work, knocking up the tent 
pegs nnd the camp was astir. The young man sprang up 
ttres$C(T with a rapidity that is only aciiuirc<l in time of war. IIis 
attire u*as of a semi-raililary natntc — a tunic of ted cloth wadded 
with cotton-wool, usually called by its nalivo name a “mirzaio, ' 
a grey felt helmet, with a silk turban round it, and long (mvaliy 
hoots. IIa.stily belting on his sword and revolver, and slinging his 
cartridge holt over his shoulder, he sallied forth in search of 
Totilham, who wns already out with liis men. After giving a few 
instructions to his native officers, Tordbam turned to his comrade, 
saying: 

“ Como along, Ernest, and get something to cat before we start. 
The general is routing us out betimes, and report has it we have 
some chance of a brush with the enemy, who is in force beyond 
the river.” 

Chand Klian, who was faithfully following liis master’s fortune®, 
had prepared a camp-table beside a crackling bonfire, which tho 
chUUnesa of the 6«'a$ou had rendered acceptable, and a ateammg 
jug of chocolate and rounds of buttered chux^iatties awaited them. 

The whole camp lay at their feet, for they wcio pitched on tho 
crest of a knolL All the dark plain below, on citucr side of the 
main road, was lit by a thousand fires, wbicli kept flashing up witli 
fitful glc.ims as the spare litter was anon tossed on to make a blase. 
The stillncSsS of night was broken by all tho discordant sounds of a 
moN'ing camp ; the incessant clatter of tent pegs, the shouting of 
men, neighing of horses, gurgling of camels, creaking of heavily- 
Wlcn cart-wheels, shrillmg of fifes and tolling of drums — all of 
width iMdo 0 scene not easily described Then rang out a clear 
bugle call, answered by a blaro of trampets, as regiment after 
regiment of cavalry and arlfllciy took it up. The ait for a few 
minutes was full of soul-stirring martial music, Jsweet to tho soldier, 
though not ]>erhap3 of strict acconl to the sensitive ear of the 
musician j but that glorious jangling clang of trumpets sent young 
Ernest ililford’s bloovl tingling to lua finger-tips, and was ro- 
memhered for many a long day. Then dark sinuous m.Tsscs might 
bo perccired moving oicr the plain, and the road seemed thronged 
both to sound ami sight. An old hut catclios fire and tlirows a 
transient gleam around. There go the red-coated infantry, and 
tliero tho quivctitig pennons of tho Lancers, followed by the EtencU 
Uce-b.'.va bidjjw.ts, \St«. IS.ttJfR* . "in 

distance looms o%er tho hoiso artillery, huge elephants, like those 
that swelled the atmica of Tamerlane, dragging in harness the. 
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pondorou? Rtogo pins. iWyoml llic otd<‘rly nusscs of troops surgo 
ft conf»i«od throng of camp follosrcra, whose presence was often a 
poiircQ of setioas emharrassment. 

The grey Aiwn sras jnsl ritroalring the eastern JionVoi), when 
Fordham was snmmonnl to the pcncKil’s tent — or rather camp-table, 
the rest having been struck nwl started. lie fouiid the veteran 
soldier carefully scanning a map. trluch, weighted byaconple of 
bricks and a lantern, co\ emj the table. The diicf of his- skiff, with 
coinpissoa and tablet!*, was making hurried mernoraada, whilst the 
rest of the ollicera stowl nrouiub 

“ Jlnjor Fordham," said (ho general, turning to him on hisnrriral, 
“ I fttn about to make u«e of you on n most important service, which 
I have reason to believe 3'ou arc well fittcfl to perform, especially 
after what I have heanl of yoiit late exploit on the Chcctul River.” 

Fordham bowed as tho old soldier looked at hint witli a kindly 
smile. 

“You will please to look at Ihw map," ho continued; “Jicre, 
within this red pencil line, is tho enemy’s force, svhich wo shall 
attack in n few hours. TJus is all arranged and nil] be, I trust, 
aitUfactorily c.nrriedout; but there is a point which is of impo^ 
tanco to us, both as preventing tho escape of the enemy after defeat, 
and the possibility of his rcififorcements taking osononr flank 
Those heights, you will observe, run in tho form of an irregular 
crescent, the western hem of which is opposite to ti spur from 
another chain of hilla ; tho plain is thus narrowed to a space of about 
Ijalf a milc^ tlirongb which runs a road Jeatling to the old fort of 
Rodaguih. You see tho Clieelul River sweeps round from the 
south-west and west, and bakes a northerly and easterly ilirection ; 
tlirough this gorge the bahks are steep and the current swjSt, and 
here the enemy have managed to construct abridge of boats. This 
bridge I must have destre^ed, and you are tho man to do it, I think.” 
(Fordham bowed again.) “ You arc a shikaree as well as a soldier, 
and I trust you will be able to get your men across country to this 
point in less time than any of the tegular cavalry could get there, 
and long before infantry couldT Guns are out of the question, for 
in places yon avill luive littlo else than cattle tracks. Here is 0 
tracing of tho map. Start without delay, and destroy that briilgo 
if yon can before noon." 

“ It shall be done, General, if man can do it," replied Fredham, 
saluting a.s he turned away. 

"Au revcfir” said the general, holdiz^ out his hand. 

“Good-bye," returned the olber, grasping it cordially; for the- 
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•veterau was an oM friend, and a Ava\e of sadness came over lonl- 
banias ho thought that tho jmtmg might ho their last ; hut by the 
timo ho readied his men tho transient feeling "‘as over, and 
cheerily tang out his voice as he gave the order to mount. It so 
liappcned tliat rordliam’s. guide was an old shikaree, horn and bred 
in that part of the country, to •whom cverj* turn of tho river and 
cuTN'o of the hills ■were familiar, and under his direction they soon 
left tho busy camp and struck into the silent jungle. As the crow 
Hies the disUnco to the bridge of boats was not more than eighteen 
miles, but tho only pracUcablo way was tortuous in tho extreme. 
"Where tho ground was level no time ixas lost, and thoy pressed 
forward at a trot j but in one jilaco they had to dismoimt and lead 
their horses over tho rocky bod of a mountain stream, startling tho 
jungle fowl out of tho bamlKM> copses, and astonishing the grey 
monkeys, who for tho first time in their lives saw a squadron of 
cavalrj' led over their native wiUla. 

Tho morning broke fresh and sparkling, with all tho crispness 
aad. oxlu.l!UKitl<iu. ot the season of the year^ — tho Indian cold 
weather. Overhead a bright Italian sky ; all around tho dowdrops 
glittering in the slanting rays ol tho rising sun ; every bush gay 
>vith blossom and ringing with joyous songsters ; all seeming glad 
and peaceful, and little iu harmony with tlio clank of arms, and 
the clash of the chargei’a hoof on the rock, which told of war and 
death. 

Long did illlford remember that eventful morning, and that 
•wild scramble over tho hills. 

“I almost wisli,” said Fordhara to his comrade, os asambur hind 
dashed across their path, “that we were only on one of our pleasant 
shooting trips, Ernest, instead of this raoro serious matter. I know 
wo shall succeed, something tells me tliat, but at what sacrifice no 
one knows. I would, xny boy, you were safe home ogniii at Fern- 
dale Lodge.” 

“ JsGvcs mind me, Fardham,”.TCplied tho other ; “ we will both 
go back home covert with glory, and then you must pitch your 
>. camp nt Fernddo for a time — and won’t you jiist be welcome ! ” 

“1 should liko it, Ernest, my boy. Kothiug would please rac 
bettor than to sco you in your English homo, but I doubt whether 
I shall ever sec old England agxin.” 

“ Of course you will ; surely you don’t intend to stick in tills 
country all your life. Ko, you’ve promised me you ■will take your 
futlough after these rebels have all been knocked on the head, and 
tny mother lias already assigned you a bedroonn” 
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roulmr^rs. Milfonl roilo Ly hiij fri^’rul’a aR'l Fonlbam, pyttw? 
out ith ltan<I, gavt' hin young comrvlc a linu pip. 

“ Erne,'*!, ny ilear fallow, if I fill ainl you c^cupo, lot this I**? 
your Iv't fighti You luvo ilonc ctioagli for your country, aiul tifotl 
not four for your good nam<5. ^o\r IJod Wcii you, my l>oy 1 ” 

He l^^nt OTerC^'a'‘k’H n<^t to hide hi’ emotion, and patletl tho 
farourito on the thouldtr, and then drawing liis Kword loohcnl 
sternly nhcaiL 

“Keady, pre^tmt, firtl" came the "wonl of command ns given tn 
tliore days, steadily from tho w|uato; tiut the crash of tho volley 
was alm'o't drownetl in the pcnltng shout that hroko from tho 
troopers as I’ordliam, simultancottsly witli th<i word “ Heady," 
shouted “ Cliarge ! ” end tho trumj>et rang out tho order. 

Irreslstihle was the avalanche- Tl»o work of tho infantr)’ had 
keen done like the le?<«n of the jrtrrot. The native ofTicew liad 
given the correct orders at pfop«.T times, and the mana-uvreso often 
done on tho pamdo.ground, and even on the Ijaltloficld, under their 
former leaders, was done again, and faulUcMly ; hut them the thing 
ended. It WTWthe uniform of the warrior stufTc*! with straw— there 
wxs no heart in it ; no faith in their Icailer^— none in themselves. 
At tho first contact they broke ; tho square wm in confusion— a 
chaotic mass of men striving to get out of the way of the avenging 
cahres of their foeinen. 

How they broke the square and got into it Jlilford could Lordly 
s-oy. Tho noise and smoko and (ladling of fire, clicking of Btecl on 
steel, groans, shrieks, nud yclL, formed a sort of I'.andcmunium, 
through wliich he went os through a dream. Ho had an ide.a that 
a Sepoy placed the muzzle of his musket clo<>o to liis back, and 
was about to pull trigger, when FordLim’s sword crashed through 
the rebel’s braiu, and tho next moment ho reeled and felt deadly 
sick, as he saw hi.s beloved companion throw hb arms up in tho nir, 
and Cossack rear up wildly and f.iU over with him backwards. Ho 
springing to his a^^IsLancc, wlicn there came a terrific crash on 
liis head, and all was dark. A Sepoy liad clubbed his musket, and 
struck him down with the heavy hull. 

How long ho lay in a sivoon ho knew not, but when ho camo to 
hims elf he was lying under the shade of an old mango tree with 
wet cloriis on his licad, Iwing fanned by one of the troopers. A 
short distance from him a group of Borrowing meu round a 
native bed, whereon was stretched the man who for tho past two 
years bad been to lum tho dearest of friends. "With a wild cry of 
anguish be staggered to the place, and sank doivn beside him. 
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'•‘JJhommc p'opose, i«ow Dieu disjjose” replied the other, 
reverently lifting his helmet for a moment. “AVe dinll see ^hat 
time will brin" forth. Look I yonder is the river nnd the bridge 
of boat?. Save for a few boatmen cooking on the bank, they see® 
to have left it unguarded, in which case our task will he eag?.” 

They were then defiling slowly over the crest of a low ridgo 
which commanded a view of the valley and river, and they had 
been for sometime followingacart track, leading to the ferry wliich 
had existed before the eontlmction of the bridge. As they 
descended the ridge the raid led through a low jnngle of palas trees, 
which for a time obstructed their view. 

“ I think I hear a band,” remarked ifartin, tlio adjutant, riding 
up to Foidham j “ ilun't you t” 

“ It sounds like it. Yes, there is no mistake, it is a land, and 

S laying an English air too. AYe cannot luvo been forestalled, siircly 1 
;ide forwap .1 to tbo advanced guard, Martin, and fall back at 
once if there be anjihing sospldous.” 

The strains of tha band came clearer, and tlie air was unmistak* 
ably “ The girl I left behind me.” 

The advanced guard halte<l, and Fordliam rode fonrnnl 
“A battalion of native Infantry is crossing tie bridge, sir,” re- 
ported the adjutant, “ and it U difllcnU to any 111101110? theyato 
friends or foes ; they nurch ns steadily as any Queen’s corps, nnd 
the band plays an English tune.” 

Fonlb.im was eagerly scanning them through his gl.i«a. 

“Roljel^ every mother’s eon of llicni," ho sternly muttered, 
elmtting up the telescope. “Tlie oflicers arc all hl.nelc, but tho 
villains still keep up their di«ciplino. JCow, gcntlomcn, wo must 
make Email work of those bnilcs. AVIialever I miy have felt re* 
gaoling tho misguideil creatures who have followed their own chief?, 

1 have not tho slightest compunction townnl? those fiend? who, 
pampcrcrl and spoilt by us liavc turned on’ tho hands llial gave 
tliem their salt ; so forward and alriko home 1 Let tho > ilbins 
come off that bridge, and then charge nnd spire not I ” 

Tlie rebel infantry liad crovwl tbo bridge before the odvaneo of 
their a«sailnnt 5 was noticctl, when, steadily as though they ha>l born 
on parade, they threw themselves into wju.iro and prepirwl to resist 
cav.ilty. 

It was the work of a few minutes to give tho nree^« 3 iry inJtru^ 
tions, one troop remaining in reserve, whilst tho otlu r, le»l by tlicir 
commnnd.int, trotlo»l to the front. 

NoUiiiig cmiM lI«^e seemed atesslier than tins attitude of tho 
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TOutbpcrs. :MilfoTd rcHlo ly bis iriend’e side, nnd Fordbam. puttin' 
out Im hand, gave his young comrade a finsi grir) ® 

S Vt‘ ' i'“” '"““Sli for your country, ami necHl 

noUear for yonr good namo. ^ow God bless yon, ,m.w . 

He leant, OTerCoMack'sMclrlohHo his emotion ni?dmHe.1 11m 

“ird.‘''“ «‘™ '>““S -™d‘lS 

those stoadUy Ii“m '“’e'«n in 

■eras almost dronmed in this nLlino .hit. 
trooi*,, as Foniham, simnltaSIlttt ‘'“V 'S® *''» 
shouted “Charge 1 " aud the trumpet Keady," 

Itieaislihlo iras the aralandic The ? 
hecn done like the lesson ol the pamr mo'’' '¥ ‘'^anlry lud 
pven the eorreet ordersat proper t£™L ,h had 

done on the patade-gioand and even okth! fc.re”®"™ M often 
ilTi' HT'"”' r ■'”"0 “P!". and fall™, oodcr their 
ended. It svas the uniform of the rrarrie. ,^'d there the thin" 
was no heart in it 1 no faitii in a with «{•-*«, ai ® 

At the first contact tlicvhrohfl^^/i!^ 

ehaoliemassof me„ sl&r= '>« 'T'at'c rtas ‘IT-^'^oS- 
eahesof theirSl ‘””‘'’e'‘™‘of the tr“y“ “ 1 “'“ 
Host they hroke the ^ “ '"™S “8 


through sridel. he TOl a V*’ '“'■“'al a ik 1,T“ f' “O 
a Se]»y placed the muall W ^ '■"’m. He UdTl 
TO aWt to pull tri5sc7*h°' “• 'ooeUt cW Sv" 
the reM’s htaiii, and^ the . ? ^onlham’s snnnl hock, and 

emk, as ho saw Ids beloved ® ho KeW ‘Inongh 

"nd OosMck tear up wddlv thnwhf; “ “d foil deadly 

ras springing „ j,? “d f-dl OTct^.r'f.O'oa np in the air, 
ins bead, and aU was dit I''™ them haekwards. Ho 
etr^k him down with the 1 ^ ^'d'Of tad clnhl'’ ? ,fo'dftc crash on 
, . '»”S be Uy in , h“tt- niusket, and 

hnmeU 1„ was 1,4 ”, J*“>? koknew , 


How long be Uy “ ";;h'07 til””'' '‘"hhe, _ „„„ 

himseU be wm 1,4 koknew ... 

short'* r'f °"h“b?ad 'l5„*'®,*'“dcof '‘0 camo to 

short dislance from him,, ° '““'d hv~ ? "'ongo tree witli 
“I*,!” hf . 'rl.er.on « ? PonpS '' .‘ke hoopoia. it 

J ears ha,l been to him n, '^kdied fC ®onowing men round i 
aapnsh he slagged,! to ftS ‘>'0 ro>‘ ‘”’t 

fhee. S'*'-, With a ,vild cry, •>/ 
‘ ^nlc doim besido b>® 
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Tltcro ^Yas no need to usk the grave medical man, who bent over 
his loader, giving him now and tlien fiomo Blight etiinulaut. AU 
hope was over, and victory had indcctl Ijccu dearly liought. Once 
Fonlham oi>cned Ids eyes for a wcond, and, half opening his hand, 
closed his fingers on MilfordV Thus they remained for somo time, 
the young man unablo to control his sobs. In the distance a fc^v 
shots wore still being fired, hut the Action was virtually at an end- 
Tho second cliargo of the reserve troop had completed the discom- 
fiture of tlic rebels, and the plain was strewn w'lth their dead and 
dying. After some time a new-comer was added to the ring of 
luoumers. It was Martin. Uis anxious cnejuiTj' of the doctor was 
met witli a sorrowful shake of the head, but I'bnlliam heard the 
wliispcr, and opened once more his eyes. Sforc from his look tlian 
from any action, Jlartin drew near and bent down. His leader's 
hp3 parted, and then camo the query, faintly ond yet earnestly 

“Hio bridge ?” 

“Is destroyed, totally dc«ltoyed,” was the reply. 

A bright smilo came over (hedyingconunandei^s face, os he knew 
that tho w’ork entrusted to him Iiad been completed] his band 
tightened over that of his young comrade, and irith s genfie quiver* 
ing sigh he died a gallant soldicr’e death. 

One year more has pa«sed, and a travelling carriage dashes up the 
old avenues nt Fcrndale IlalL A stalwart young man, bronzed by 
Ilastcm suns, liands out o fair, hriglil, happy English girl, whom 
he now calls “wife,” II.and in Itand they roam over their new 
home. In the liall he points out to her a noble stag's head, an 
Indian samhur. Underneath it, on brackets, are two well-worn 
rides. The rifles were Fordham’s, iho head that of a sambur ha 
killed. They go out into the garden, and across the part into tho 
charclijaid. Drawing a key from his pocket, tiie young husband 
«ipens a side door of the church, and tho two stand under the varied 
lightof a beautiful painted ^window; underneath is a brass plate : 

Satrtir ta fBtmotg of 
PHILIP PORDHAM, 

A JIAJOB IS HEU MAOZSira IMJtAN AUJIY J 
KILLED IX ACTJDX WBJLCT USADI.VO UIS JIE.Y, 

FEBRUAKT «is, l&a 
AGED 45 TEARS 

THIS WI.VDOW WAS ^KECTED Hr A SOBROITOO FniELU. TO 

AS 

A COBISTIAX. A BOUIIEB. AXD A SCHOLATl, 

0E WAS EVER A PATTEKV 


WUOiT. 
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During the years of lus rule as CHiief Couimissionct every 
scheme of public utility vras met by restless, untiring cneigy; Jt 
was not enough that a work was sanctioned and esjwcted to bo 
carried out, it was to bo sees, personally inspected, no matter what 
the distance ; and the Clilcrs rides arc things to bo rcmemhcrcil 
somewhat niefaliy by tender horsemen. 

I have experience some ditliculty in preparing the following 
synopsis, removed as I am /rom the ei^nes I describ^^ and bci^g 
debarred from obtaining and utilising local tratUtions of which 
there arc many, and there is not much on record to wltich I cowhl 
obtain access in England. I have had to assist myself occasionally 
from the Report of the Land Rerenuo Settlement of tfia district 
(18C7) by Captain (now Colonel) W. Brooke Thomson, with whom 
I was associated in the work for some years. Uis habits of 
obsorc’ation and his long experience, extending over ten years, of 
this district render his remarks, which I actoowicdgc as I.procct'd, 
of paiticvdar ^alue. 

The district of Sconce, comprising a tract of about ■1,000 «|aarc 
miles, forms a section of the Salpura range Ij-iug between the 
valley of the Ifcrbudda on llio north, and the Xngpoor lorrilory on 
the south, cNtcnding from about 21’ 39' to 22’ 03' X. lat, anil 
from 79’ 15' to 80’ 15' £ long. It is bounded as follows: .lubbnb 
poor and Sfandla X., Xursingpoor X.W., Chindwarta M'., Xngpoor 
S.IV., Bhundara S., Balaghat and MandJa E. The plateau lies 
like a huge embankment between the vaficy of tlio Xerbudda nml 
the hlaliratta country of Xagjwr- The traveller mounts Uio ' 
northern face at the Silwa I’oss oIkuiI twcnty.soi'cn milts from 
Jubbulpoor, and, traversing lUX undulating tablol-md for about 
6o> enty-five miles, descends a yet deeper fall at the Korate Ghilt, 
twentj-onc miles south of tbo town of Sconce. To liU left hand 
eastwards ns ha travels south, the uplands sink and fall into tlio 
Y.illcys of the Tlianumr and Bon Gunga, whiUt on liia right they 
lie level with the plateau of Clitadwarra. Of tho 4,000 wpiaro 
miles of which Seoneo is eompowil, about threivfuurtlis arc upl ind, 
and tho remainder lio in tho valley of tho Itin Gungn and the 
talooiia of Dongert-xl, a portion of which lost lias lately been cut off 
and added to Xagpoor. J'ut nowhere is tho elev.itton alwro the 
pea less Uian 1,00U feet, wliilst on tho plateau tho highest point v» 
2,749. Tho station of Seonceilself is 2,013, wliich wcmsyacecpt 
as a general avemge, 

TJie npJaml over which tho road, which was once the highway 
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from Calcutta to llomlxiy, {Kisses is divMcd into t'vo portions Ijy 
the Bon Gunfpi, which, risin;i nt the village of Pertapoor, a low 
miles south of tiio station of Seonce, flows, as described in p. lOi 
of this volume, fir-t to tlio north-west, then eastwanl, till it receives 
the waters of the TlianiruT, when it turns duo south ; thus in its 
easterly course bisecting the plateau into nortli-wcstem and south- 
eastern divisions. This hisccHon also divides the district geologi- 
cal^, the upper division being exclusively trap overlying sandstone, 
the lower more varied, being mixed with gninito ami mctaraor{)liic 
rocks. 

In the north “ tho tra}) fommlion is seen in every variety ; no 
one walking over the countrj’ will forget tlio dreadful trap boiihlcrs, 
and tho basaltic cappings of tho cUff-Hko walls of all tho northern 
streams arc very remarkable. Quarts feldspar, and magnesia mica 
also are met witk These rocks indeed constitute tho prevailing 
formation of tho whole country running from tho hanks of tlio 
Guivga just before that river turns soutli, along tlio watershed of tho 
Saugor and llirrie rivers, slanting right across tho summit plateau 
to the Pencil. South and cast of this line you find quite a different 
formation. It is still, I believe, basaltic, but reposing on syenitio 
grtmitc, with hero and there beds and veins of feldspar, hom- 
blendc/and quartz and other inctamorphic rocks. You sco tho horn 
blendo niid the quartz on all the lulls, and tho granite is also found 
cropping up constantly in the passes to tho lower country. And 
where the Ganga and tlio llirrie force their w.ay from the upland 
lo the lower country’, you find tho rocks all granite.” * 

In the beds of the Gunga and Bawun-lhurreo it also occurs in 
places, eepccially in tho barriers of tho Gunga. 

Limestone occurs in one place, to tho best of my recollection not 
far &om DoiigctfiL Tho lapidary would find a rich store in the 
uottli of heiiotropc, camelian, moss and fortification agates, all of 
which ate common to the valley of the Netbudda j also geodes con- 
taining fine crystals of ametliystinc quartz. 

In tJie north-western section the rivers aro characterized by rugged 
and often precipitous banks of rocks, irith clear water dashing over 
uoulder and ahuigle, or gliding calirdy in, deep reaches tenninated 
by ^ky bamers. Tlio sonth-eastem streams, on tho other hand, 
partake of tho coinmon Indian character of deep sandy beds, into 
which the water sinks out of sight during tho summer, percolating 
tbivagii tjio soft sand till some outcrop of rock here anti thero 
arrests its course and forces it to the surface, forming on occasional 
■ * Cot. Thomww’s ir^port. 
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respond with Uic coimtrj-. Tlioy nrcvcty nnsenWc, j=qualia, comfort- 
less-lookin" collections of 7nore hut's ^ ‘loublo lino, stitck penerall j 
• on a hare ridge. In the pontlujaslom section pverytlung is dilTcrcnt. 
Instead of the hloak, hromi-looking countr>- of the north, you hare 
a light, hright-looking country, almost all of it divtued off into im- 
gition compartments j and iTith an almost park-liko appearance, 
owin™ to the numerous mouliwa, tendoo, and chironiee trees, winch 
‘ you find in plantations on the liighcr buds, and dotted hero and 
thero even amongst the rice-fields. Tlierc is overywhero evidence 
of a thick popnlation. You meet carts driving, ns well as laden, iii 
great nnmhers on all the innumerahle tracks that cover the face of 
the country, which give an aspect of life and businc-w strongly con- 
trasting with Hint of the nortln The village riles, corresponding to 
Uie general appearance, are frequently situated on a rising ground, 
embosomed in trees, with one or more fine tanks nlxmt them ; and 
the houses are largo and well built, and properly raised, and care- 
fully fenced in irilh tall bamboo fences, having a mall ganlen plot, 
irith a well behind or inside tho fence. The ilnlgoozar’s bouse is 
built on the same plan, the building forming a quadrangle round a 
courtyard, the ifalgoozar’s o^^l residence being in the inner ride of 
the square, with the garden plot behind, the rest of the buildings on 
the sides right and left being cattle-sheds and granaries. Generally 
there ate two rooms, one on either side of tho front entrance, where 
strangers and visitors are lodged. Inside you see tho Malgooaar’s 
Khansiirs, >rith fine, aleck, high-castc-looking bullocks fastened to 
the posts near tho kind of arbour or porch in front of his door. 
Altogether there is an air of comfort and plenty, combined with 
care and system, which indicates a thrifty, thriving people, very 
much higher in the scale of civilization tlian in the north. 

*‘Tho scenery in many parts of the district is very remarkable. 
Nothing can exceed tho beauty of certain portions of tho Netbudda 
River, where it flows in long, deep, cooI-looking, often winding 
reaches, between high banks, covered near tho water’s edge Avith 
short grass, and crowned with magnificent old trees of oil descrip- 
• tions, which overhang tho water, under which jou see herds of 
spotted deer, and flocks of pca-fowl feeding. Tho scenery of the 
Upper Gunga, too, is very charming, like tho ‘Westmoreland 
rivers. 

“There is al^ some truly gtandscenery where the Gunga and tho 
Thanwur, flosving at tight angles to each other, commence their fall 
into tho lower country, passing over alternations of rapids and 
pools, between precipices of granite upwards of 200 feet high, and 
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at last meet in a beautiful dccptcacb in tlio heart of the great forest 
called Bansabliar. ' 

“The Him'o in like manner parses with a more gradual fall, hut 
fora longer distance, and throogh almost Idgher and moro solid- 
looking rocks, which Are crowned on the one side by the ruins of 
an old fort, called Amodagorh^ on the other by those of the i^alacc 
of the funious Eajpoot queen. Sons Ranee. 

“ Few Uato seen this place, as it is sitnated in the heart of a ' 
dense, tiger-infested forest, and only Accessible on fiwt, and then 
with difficulty. The Bygas have rope hiddcw froni the lop of tlic 
precipice, to enaUe Ibem to get at the honeycomhi foanil t:t clefts 
of the rocks." 

The scenery of such n country as is above descriWJ by Colonel 
Thomson must of necessity bo varied, anti I can mid my testimony, 
ns a eketeber from nature, to its being m parts “ really magnifieenC" 
the views from the Silwn and Kornio pas«es, from the eld hill-forta 
of Kohurmub, Pcrt.'il)g«rh, ami Bbninsngurh, and from the yngir- 
Xhnna Pemc near tho station of Soonee, on grand, nliil'’t ilio Dnlla] 
Valley, tlio rc.ache8 of tho Gunga and Ilirrie, and many a dingly 
dell in tlio southern division, preacot lovely bits far the jaintcr. 
The wliolu district is full of l*ea«fy, and it It a matter for regret 
tliat the traveller passing along tho main road losen much that is 
pleasing, and secs noma of the most uninteresting fc.’itures. 

Tlic climifa on iho plate.'Ui of Seonet* it equable, and much frw 
opprsstsive in the liot weather than m tha jdains of India. Tlie 
nights are generally .cool, and during the mins UnVk clothing is 

3 iirc«I,ftn<i fires are often ngreraWe. Hjo cqM wraUier is pfcas.ant 
bracing, though not so sluqt s* in the rorllj-arest and the 
Ihinjab. 
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times quite eclipses her puu 3 *-lookinf{ hushanil.^ Tlmir costume is 
simple, consi=!ting of one cloth onl)% irhich, encircling the ^vaist in 
the manner of an onlinary Imlkn male attire of rather scanty 
dimensions, is then throuTi across the breast and over the loft 
shoulder. The hc.ad is left bate, the Jiair gathered into a knot at 
the back, rather on one side, into Athich a gay-colouTc<l flower is 
frequently fastened in a coquettish manner. The legs, Avhich are 
liaro from the upper part of the thigh downwards, are profusel}’ 
tattooed with designs in dark blue, and heavy hmcclcLs, bead 
necklaces, and anklets make up the rest of their attire, 
t The men are content with a waisbcloth and a wisp of a turban 
round the head, and all carry a little axe with which they knock 
over game, cut down trees, build their houses, carve their meat, and 
even, I believe, sluivo themselves. Tliosc who are well off liave a 
blanket for wet weather. 

As regards their character I will begin by quoting the words of 
the Kov. Stephen Hislop, who as a missionary worked amongst them 
for many years, and who, at the time of his sudden and lamented 
death,* left some unfinished notes on the aboriginal tribes which 
were alteru’ards ably edited by the Chief Commissioner, Sir Richard 
Temple, ilr. Hislop tays they “are endowed with an average share 
of intelligence, and a more than ordinary degree of observation. 
Shy in their intercourse with strangers, they are not wanting in 
courage when there is an understood object to call it fortln Truth- 
ful in their statements, faithful to their promises, and observant of 
the rights of property .among themselves, they nevcrtlieless do not 
scruple to plunder those to whom they are under no obbgation to 
fidelity. Lut the great blot on their moral character is their ha- 
bitual intemperance. _ Besides their daily potation, a large quantity 
of liquor is an essential element in their religious rites.” 

This is doubtless a deplorable fact, but 1 am inclined to agree 
with Avhat Captain IL C. Ward wrote in his report on Slundla, to 
the effect that ilr. IlisTop’s statement that “their acts of worship 
invariably end in intoxication” is somewliat too sweeping a con- 
demnation. 

All writers, however, are agreed as to their good qualities. Sir 
Ilichard Temple says : “They are honest and trath-tellmg; they arc 

Bimple-tnindcd; thoughsupersriliousjthey are yet free fromfanaticism. 

They have great physical endurance; their courage is remarkable.” 
Captain Ward •^mtcs: “Tlic Gond in Ecrviec is exceptionally faithful 
and obedient to his employer, so mnch so that he would not hesitate 

• Ho wM drowarf in en^Dg % »woll«n rtreim. 



lo cominit any ciiine at liis order?, luul sooner liian turn informer 
•N^onld liimecif die/’ 

I’ut ono of the host tiescriptions of Gondeo character is hy 
Colonel Tliomson, tfIio describe? them as “very peculiar} timid 
aritli fitrangera. Tliey are personally brare, honest in their 
dealings, proverbially trulMul and faithful, and very tiactahle; 
still they arc unsettled in disposition, prone to wandering, and 
apparently void of attachment for places. Thus, then, when 
well treated and trusted, they mako excellent servants for rough 
■work } on the other liand, when they foil amongst bad characters, 
they are easily led away into joining plundering parties, which they 
seem to enjoy. Tn former d.'rya they -were so much addicted to 
phuider tliat an attack by gangs of robbers got to be called a Gmuhe. 
Silent and suspicious at Orst, they ar« easily drawn out if their 
language be spoken ; and they arc particularly accessible to a little 
[ cajolery. Tho stohdeat old Gond in the field, or his still more 
> stolid and eccentric partner, who would, under ordinary eircum 
Btances, i£ addressed as Goml, answer you with n shake of the head 
or a muttered *aka’ (the word used in their parts for ‘no^, will 
generally, if addressetl os ‘Thafcoot' and TTiafcooiani,' or ^Bhoea' 
and ‘Bhoeen,' give you some information." 

The Gonds, generally so called, are split up into many tribes, and 
indeed the aborigines of Gondwana belong to two distmet groupo, 
tho Koktian and Dravidian, which again are subdivided, theru 
being thirtoen Kolarian and ten Draridtan tribes, with three doubt- 
ful ones attached to each group, making twenty-nine divisions. Hut 
there appears to be much onccrfcunty about these divisions, and la 
every district ono liears of castes not knoivn in other districts; for 
instance, of the twelve and a Jialf castes of Goads la Seoaec recorded 
by Mr. llislop, only the Gond and Fankn appear in the Dravidian 
classification of the report of the Dtimological Committee. jVgain, 
ilr. Hislop’s memorandum omits tho Baiga, who in Seoneo represents 
• the Kolarian group. 

Their divisions appear to be principally based on the number of 
gods they worship, some being tho •wordiippers of three, others of 
five, seven, or even twelve gods ; in tho latter case several Hindoo 
deities hGing brought in. 

The Panihana are tho bards, and in many cases tho priests, of 
the Gonds, though tho Bai^a or Bhumias are, par exe^llmee, the 
clergy, and they are reverenced by more than the mere aborigines, 
but chiefly on account of their lepufation for casting tho evil eye, 
being nblo to assume tho form of wild beasts, and various otucr 
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utvcariny practices, ■wliicU their isolAtcd liabitj and \rild appearance 
give colour to. 

Tlio language of the Kolarian Goods appro.viraatcs tliat of the 
aborigmes of \Veatcm Bengal, the KoU and Santhals whilst there 
are many points of resemblance between tliat of the BraviiHan 
Gomls and the Tamil. 

Tliero is an intcicstii^g paper on the language of the Gonds hy 
Br. 0, Manger, who was civil surgeon of Sconce in 1847, which 
may be found in tho “Journals of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,” 
vol. xvL After giving a vocabulary ho says ; 

Singular nouns form their plural by tiro addition of nt, as 

Kora, a horse ; Korank, horse*. 

Konila, an ox ; JTonJdnfc, oxen. 

JUKfOi a coxr ; Jfitranl, cows. 

Tlioro is nothing to distinguish gender, save that certain females 
of anlioaU have ditTeccnt names, as 

Bilal, a cat ; Bokat, a tom-cat. 

IVfi, a fthc-goal ; Butlcral, a he-gt-at. 

Buddki^ a fc«w ; Btiwial, a boar. 

Sfouns are thus declined 


First Dcelmsim. 


Xom. 

Gen. 

D.it, r 
Atc.1 
Abbt. 


Kora, A horse 
IToraiio 1 . 
or Jvernirt | ® s 
Ifcrat 


or 


Kcral ■> . , 

W.n5*° = 

A'dratruTt, by a horse ; 


Koranic, horses. 
iToniTilTirt, of horses. 

Abraiifetn, horses. 
ICoTant-sun, by horses. 


Sicmd Deekmunu 


Nom. 

<?en. 

and Act. 
Abut. 


GohJc, wheat \ 
(Tb&Iiira, of nficat { 
GoU&n, to wheat. I 
CoAIiftn, by xthrat. I 


No iilnral 



. ATPnNDlX. 
J>eeUnnon- 


Horn. 

Ocn. 

IHt. nnd Acc. 
Ablal. 


Pinii, otto (flour>] 

Ptniino, of otto. 1. plura . 

P£nJiJ«to,Uiolto. i 

J»iniasfiit,byotto.J 


rEIlSO>*Al« 


PBOSOTJS3— 


K&l or A’anno, I. 
I^ova, my. 
fJahtn, lilt?. 
Kfiltfin, by me. 


MdU "‘c- 

JI/etMtt, our. 
JliHn, na, 
ildMny by »». 

ntmorutraliK’ 


Yirg, 

Ytnna, of this. 

y<n/:, tlii*. 

Yenktiin, by this. 


Jmino, iboo- 

M’lm, thy. 

Niklin, thcc. 
NOmv, by thcc. 

riurat 

Jmat, you. 

Mimm, your. 
Mek&«, you. 

3 f by you- 

InfCTT^«*‘*e. 

Stwyttlor. 

JJur, wha 
JJona, whose. 

Soni, whom. 
Eontan, by whom. 


JVuT, hcs. 

TFunna, his. 
rrvnl, him. _ 
jVunlMn, by him- 


mrg, they.’_ 

TYurran, their. 
JTfirrtin, them. 

jrummiun, by them. 


Ud, he, she, it. 

Yen ) him, her, it, 
Tdnc J them. 


PIutoL 


Yirg, these, 
ytrron, of these. 
YirUn, these. 
Ytrr&nt&n, by these. 


BUrl, wha 
^i,nin,ofwhoiu. 
5j«t,whoin- 
Sonnm, hy whom. 


IndeMiUr—J^ore, someouej 
Plural iJarau^:, whatl 


Bern, somethins. 


rurui«,lus, hers, their 


Sinsnlar i;erfl,wh3tt 
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Verbs- 


Impcralive. 

InfiniUvc. 

Present part 
Past part 
ConjvmclWc part 

PTWcnt Tm*e. 

Nunna trunZ.-t, I epcak. 

Ivma trunii, thou fipeakcsl. 

War vunki, lie speaks. 

ilfdr wunti, we speak, 

Imar vunli, ye speak, 

WiiTij icitnK, they speak. 


ITitnia, speak. 

Wunhinnoy to speak. 

Wunla, fipGikinj. 

TKttnKfir, spoken, 
iruiilsi, having spoken. 

ImjierJcct Tense. 

ITanna teunhindan, I wa.s 
ejieakiiig. 

Imma minhindi, tlioii wa<t 
speaking. 

fF/irtrwni-«7«far,hewas8pc.ik* 

injj. 

Afdr wunfcundftm, wo were 
speaking. 

Imar truniunitr, ye were 
speaking. 

WfiTff vunhindarQ, they nen- 
speaking. 


Eutare Past. 


Jfimna irun^ Aewy 
Jmma vmnJcsi hfftce ) 


Same for all per-^ons. 


P'srftet. Iwperotire. 

SintpUar. 

Nunna VTunltdn Wunhx, speak thou. 

Inwna wuiilcli 

Wnrurunlidr ' 

Plural 

Mar vninldfim Wunkar, speak ye. 

Imar wunA-fir 
W&rg icuTiA.{!5ry 

20— i . 
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Flu^erjcd. 

Nunna vmnJ^ 

Jmma wtniii 
&C., llie same 
for all persons 


FuiiDe. 

Nunna vnmkiLa 
Imma vninkiki I 
TVftr Kunlan6r f-j 
Afar icmlllnm [ 
Imar irunAli-ir \ 
jyttrg imnl.anfcrg) 


V I had sixitcn, A& 


Future lad^nite. 

Sintjular. 

Nunna uvnbtTidJu kme 3Mr JFuxXuNdirJiOtre. 

Imma winhtndt ko\ce. Wtirg vnnikvni&Ttj hove- 

IF&r lewjiJunrfur hove. 


Secos© Ex.vJtrtE or a Verb. 

Jim, beat tbou : jimpf, beat jc. ATiamajia, 1 am bentinff. 

JUina, to Ixjat, Ifvnnajiu'Jiln, I was Ixsating. 

JSertr, l>ca(cn. HwinajUdn, C beat, 

Jta, beating. NunnajUi, 1 liare lionten. 

Jlti, Iiatlug f^atcti. Kunnayia, I shall beat. 

N»»'nnjW<fnAotpr,I&hain«l'cating. 
Funnajln Aeirr, Ishall liaic Ix.’atcn. 

Dr. Jlangcr goes on to say llial "llie ver1« sem (o bo conjugated 
alike, ailietlier transitiro or inlnin«ilire, nml to Imvo no pnwive 
voice, nor is there anything corresponding to the Ilindostani jiarticlo 
ne. No aonst tenses or snbjimctire mood." IIo then gives examples 
of the Lonl 8 Prayer, the Ten Coininamiments, ami an interesting 
spotiineii of the «mg3 «ilh whicli the (sonds are wont to beguih* 
their evcnuigs and the fruitless days of the rainy season. As the 
legend it contains is curious, 1 give a short abstract of it in prose. 

Tub Soso op Sakusumjei:. 

Sandsuinjee married six tvive's, but had no heir, so he marrh'd a 
seienth and departed on » journey; during bis flb«enee, nfter Im 
relatives li.ad Mcrificcd to a god, fhe bare a son SirgUil'a. The 
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“ ^maU ^tUo was slecpinj*, t\ift other iix were llwro ; ” 60 they look 
tin- haljc and threw it into the hufialo'a stahlo, idacing a puppy by 
hi^ eide, and Raid, *‘Lo I a puppy is Iwm.** 

But the buffaloes took caro of Singbala, aiid poured milk into 


]u3 mouth. 

Wicu. tUo six wives went to look tor liim, they fouml Singbalxi 

phybg. 

Thence tiicy took him and threw him to the cows, hut the co'rs 
eaid, “Let no one hurt him/’and poured milk into his mouth. So 
■when the sir wives went to look again whether hcuasalivoor 
dead, lo I Singhaha svas playing. 

Tliencc tiicy took liim and threw him into a well, hut on the 
third day when they went to en<iuire, they found Sitighah .1 fllill 
playing. So they took him and threw him on tho tigers’ path n.s 
the tigers were coming, and they heard Ui« cries as they left Idm. 
But tbft ligroas felt comp.x'-sion, .ind eaid, “ U is my child,” so she 
took him to her den, and having wcanc\l her culw fed Singhaha 
with tailk, and po he grew up with tho cuh?. To her ono day 
Singhaha said, *‘l am naked; I want clotiics.” So the tigress 


avent and s.it hy the market road till musim and cloth makers came 
nlong i on seeing her run at them they dropped their bundles and 
fled, which she took up and brought to S)ngbab.a, n'lin clotlied 
himself and kissed ber feet. 

Another day ho said, “Give Dtcalxiw.” She ogam went and 
waited till a sepoy armed with a bow jwv^ed by. She roare<l and 
Tvishod at him, on which he dropped the bow and fled, and flic 
picked it up and brought it to Singlxibo, who shot birds with it for 
Ills little tiger brothers. 

In tho mcantiiQO Sandsumjee rcliimoil homu and eaul, “ Is any 
one inspired 1 lias God cntcrciV into any onol 1£ bo, let him 
arise.” 


Tlicn Singhaha received inspiration, and accompanied hy liis big 
jind little hrotliers went. In llic midst of tho assembly was n 
Brahmin. Ilim Singhaha required to get up; lio refused, where- 
upon the hig hrotlior (tiger) got angry and did cat him up. All 
asked Singhaha, “"^Ybo arc you?” 

“Ask the huffaloes,” he replied, lolling his little brother to go 
and call his mother. Slic came, and tho three species were 
asserohled before the people, 

“Question them,” said Singbaba. So they asked, “AVlio is bo?" 

Tirst tho buDidocs answered, “Sandsumjee’a son,” and they told 
his history. 
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Tljrn tho cows loJiI Jjojv Ijo sUjtiI wllh them twodij-?^ and then 
was llirown into tlio well ; from thenco lliey know not where he 
went. 

“ A«k my mother, ** eaM Ringlnln, 

So the told how she iroanol her cub? and nourished hiJn, 

on whicli nil embraced her feet and established her M a god, giving 
her the flix wicked irivea So Singbiha Ivcarao illustrious, and 
tho tigress was wonhippctl. 

«• Ita/iaiut j,r *>In 

Of RaB'1sum)«« lUba this mb;; U, 

/thtrri Afiu lAt'm-f-i tntn dvd. 

Of flMrry ticffilKMjIaiigte Vhirri tht* *08^ f<." 

Ar tho Gonds are dividc4l, in nn uncertain fort of way, into 
various septa or clans, so does their religion, which depends on the 
number of deities they worslilfb differ in nil parta. Sir. IKriop 
tuya; “Though tho Gond pantheon inciuJea about fifteen go<l*,yot 
I havo never obtained from one indiridinl tlic names of more than 
suven ilcities." Tlie^e a» put© ond simple Gond gods, but the 
wonhip of the Hindoo deities, especially of the dmad goddess Kali, 
liaa crept in wherever tho aborigines ha^o mUed with tho immi- 
grant?, 

Tho chief god is Hum Deo, tho Great Spirit, tho ifaniton of tho 
Red Indian ; Iio fs universally neccptcil by oU tJie tribes. Of tho 
nUicni the best known nro Thakoor Pco, a hon«ehold deity; Ghnn- 
synm I?eo, tho guanlion of the crops ; Jfnf.a Deo, w?io requires to 
bo propitiated for disease, especially small-pox; Phursa Pen, the 
god of war; Uhim Sen, wlioso origin may bo ascribed to tho 
Hindoos, Bhima tho Pandoo being one of their great heroes ; and, 
in Seonee, though I do not find him mentioned by other writer^ 
Honger Deo, llio lord of tho forests, who is worshipped under some 
tree conspicuous for its size. The minor spirits, good and bad, aw 
numerous j the Kigh Deo is tb© spirit, usually malignant, of one 
wlio has been killed by a tiger, and such a one has to be propitiated 
by oBerings on a rude shrine. In every district certain localities of 
striking aspect are investetl with a guardian “deo.” Tlie Goorera 
Deo in the Ban Gunga valley, and the Koofcra Deo of the legend 
given in Chapter IV., are cases in point— they are minor colebnlies 
with only a local fame. The teligtoos ceremonies consist chiefly of 
sacrifices of pigs, fowls, and mouhwa ©pint; and tho officiating 
priests are generally of tho Ba^a race, ai^ are termed Bhumfas or 
llhoomkas. 
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Tlio Hiiga? arrosalc to llictusflrca sapcriority over tlio whole of 
the Gond trihea as Ixiing the original eotia ol the soil, and their 
language ia wid to have wore of tho Sanwrit in it than the ordinary 
dialccta of Gondwana. They usually hold themselves aloof from 
tho ordinary Gonds, and live in tl»o wildest parts, svhich awists in 
mainlaimng their character for supematuraV powers. Somo few 
colonics of them exist in the Sconce district, hut nioro aro to ho 
found in tho wilds of tho adjoining country' of JIundla. They 
havo been thus graphically described Of flight, udiy build, 
tiicy are very hardy, extremely active, and firat-rata sportsmen. 
Cunning in making traps and pitfalls, and capital shots with their 
l>ow3 and anows, they soon clear the whole country of game ; 
persevering to a degree, they never leave the track of hlowl, and 
tho poison on their arrows is so deadly to tho animal struck, that 
sooner or later it is certain to die. Unarmed, save with the axe, 
they svander about the wildest jangles; ami the gpc<-d with which 
they fly up a tree on any alarm of tigers is wonderful ; yet tho 
courageous way in which llioy stand by each other on an emergency 
show that they are by no means wanting in boldncas. Their skill 
in the use of tho axo is extraordinary, and they often knock over 
email deer, liarcs, and peacocks with it. It is indeed by no moans 
rare to see panthers brought in either speared or knocked on tho 
bead with the axe.” 

And again:— -"In tho rains, when ho lias little else to do, tho 
Uaiga and liis companions amuse themselves with running 
down sarabur and spotted <lccr with their dogs, following 
them into tho water, and killing them with Ihcic axes when 
IjTOught to bay.” 

Tlio sorcerers and medicine-men of tho Ilaigas are in great reputo 
in Gondivana, and some of them aro supposed to liavo power over 
tigers and in the laying of tho disturbed spirits of those svho liavo 
iKcn killed by tigers. 

Tho social ceremonies of tlio Gond aro simple. In marriago it is 
usual for the bridegroom, unless ho can offer a sufficient dower, to 
servo the bride's father for a term of years, tho period of probation 
commencing about twelve years of age. Though a girl’s parenta 
generally dispose of her, she lias tho right, wbicli is recognised, of 
refusing their choice and of eloping with another lover, though, 
according to Captain tVanI, it is allowable for the deserted swain 
to abduct her by force If he lias tlio power, or one of tho girl’s first 
cousins may do so ; hut it is not often attempted unless tho family 
• “ Central rroTlnces Cuettew," arUelc ••ilMidla," by Certain U. C. WirO. 
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Tcniolo improved l»y the di*covfcTy of infcriptJon®, one o( whicli, 
on a mctil pl.itp, contatnc^l a print of land from a sovereign of tiiu 
Uaihaibunsce llajpoot ilyiia»ty of Katiinpoor to a iSmlimin ui 
Muiulb in the Sumvat year 201 (a.d. 144),* and a njih of tho 
hame line i? inent5on«’d in on inscription in a tnuplc at Chattisgiirli, 
dated A.D. 103. Tliat Sconce itwU was tinder the mlc of alliiidoo 
djTia«ty as far back as the fifth century seems to lie Eati-'factorily 
proveil by the discovery in tho district of a cop{»’r plate containing 
a grant hy the reigning prince lo his ofliciating priest, which, when 
taken in connection with Dr. Ithnu reading of an inscription 

in the .i\jantha cavc.s, and with certain jm«ages in the “ rnmna?,” 
^wints to the existence of a Yavana lino of princes ruling on tho 
Satpura range, the name of who»i founder, Vindhya Sakti, is sugges- 
tivc of tho 1‘uranic term “Vindhyan," as epplictl to wliat i« now 
knotvn as the Satpura rangc.t 

Tho existence of a niling nice in Sconce of grc.ntcr civilifciUon 
than the aliorigines is proved Xty the ruins of Ghunsore, vehcru there 
ore the diMn of forty temples. One can fcarccly c.a)l tlicm mins, 
seeing that hanlly one stone on another remain?, owing chiefly to 
tho spoliation by the snrronnding malgootirs, who for years jKist 
have been using the massive blocks, many uf tla'iii of great m 2 C nnd 
length, for building purposes. That they were at one tune of great 
importance and beauty is probable from llio c^uantity of exquisite 
carv'ings in freestone which have been exhumed. On one occasion, 
when in the vicinity of GJiuiison*, we dug up M-vertd i.srtlDads of 
most admirably chiselled 8cvutc and Vishnuitc >-culpture, which are 
now deposited in the Nagpoor Museum. I idio found there u laigo 
Jain idol in a sitting posture, whhh had been placed uniler a tree 
by the people of tho place, nnd worship[»cd ni an ignorant tort of 
way, the tradition being that the tree was nn old dry one w lucli hail 
burst forth into leaf when the god was placed under it. It was 
approached by tho credulous vilkagcrs with great awe, under tho 
belief that a gigantic guaidiau serpent would attack the presnmp- 
tuoua intruder ; and great was the wonder when iny men deiiositeil. 
it on a cart, and removed it to my camp, without any sucli WTiithful 
manifestation on the part of tho abducted deity, Tlicy, however, 
begged I would let them have the imago again ; and so I did, after 
pointing out to them tho folly of putting their trust in a god who 
, was 80 helpless. , 

It 23 s maiicTof ^ueslioii iriicdJicr dhu G.tafccr dynasty ever nrfeil 
over the Sconce plateau, but below tlio gluts, in the Dongcrtal 
• aitinun. Crftnf* rwface. 
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tnlooqi, nro found Bome dc«:endanta of that pastoral nation, avlio 
koop up tho traditional life l»jr being' owners and breeJers of cattle. 

1 think wo may go at onco from tlio Ynvana lino to tho Gurha 
Mtindla dynasty, in whoso history wo find tho first tradition of the 
fusion of tho blue blood of tho itijpoot with tho plebeian fitream 
that flowed in Gondeo veins. 

It was in tho yc.ar A.D. 35S, when still n Vlndliyan king ruled 
over Seonoe, that Jadho Itai, n soldier of fortune in tho scrvico of 
ono of tho irailwibanseo sorcrergnj^ nccotnpafiicd hw master on a 
pilgrimago to the soiireo of tho Kerbudeb, at Ummerkimtuk. In 
t\ dream tho goddess Nerbudda nppeared to him, ami Msured him 
of ultimately attaining sovereign power, instructing him at the same 
timo to go to one Surbheo Partiik, a Itralimin, at Rjinnuggnr, near 
Gurlia. Jadho Rni quitted his lord’s service, and, by tho advice 
of tho Prahinin, entered lliat of tho Gond Prince of Gurha, whoso 
only Lliilii, n daughter, ho maiTic<f, and succeeded to tho throne. 
The scmples of conscience regarding an alliance Mth a maiden of 
inferior caste avas allayed by an omen from tho gods io the sight of 
all the people — to wit, tho de<eendiog of a blue jay, or roller (Cbr* 
ncto* tWiVo), a bird sacred to Sivn, on the bead of tho favoured 
successor of tho dying mjah, for which purpose — os Sir'\7illiam 
Sloemnn, from wliosc account I liavo abridged this traiUtion, lemarka 
—it was doubtless ingeniously tratiiwl by tho young odventurer and 
his spiritual guide. Tlio throne of Gurha was increased hy the 
addition of Mundla by Oopal Sa, tho tenth in succession from Jadho 
Jbii, in tho year ad. C34,* and the dju-isty tljence/orth beeamo 
what is now termed the Outha-Jfundla line. It avas, however, 
reserved for the forty-eighth prince, Sungram Sa, to raise tho family • 
to tho proud position of ruler over fifty-two districts, having, it is 
believed, received only three or four from his father; and it is 
probablo that tho threo districts of Glumsore, Chownree, and 
DongertTil, wliich now form the district of Sconce, were then brought 
under tho Gurha-ilundla rule. 

Tradition hath it that Sungram Sa was a aciy pious pnneo and 
an encourager of religious men, ono of avhoni conceived the idea of 
assassinating him in fulfilment of n vow he had made to offer up 
the blooii of a certain number of aoverci^s in sacrifice to Si\.a.t 
Taking advantage of tho snperstitioas nature of Sungram Sa, ho 
persuaded him that, by the pcrfomiance of ccrtaiu secret rites, ho 
might so propitiate the god Bhyroo, to whom he had erected a 

» "Central rroTiaees OM«tte*r,"»rtiCla “JlanJU," r- 582. 

1 SirW. Sleemaa. 
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tenple, as to Lecoiae victorious over nil Ills cncmte.s. Sjtngniu Sa 
Ml into tho derign, lilt lucidly llioeuspictons of a favourite femnt 
were aroused, and ho Trnmed his mister that tfie Kunyas^eo pnest 
meant to kill liim, and l^egscd to bo nl!o\rc<l to accompany luni ; 
the prince was hrave, and refused* hut took the precaution of ludirig 
a Rvrord under his cloak. Tlie Sunyassco instructed him to sralk 
round a cauldron of boiling oil repeating certain prayers, and then 
to fall prostrate Ijcforo Iho god ; the prince iw^uestcd the priest to 
show him first how the rites fhonld l»e done, lest !io should inako a 
inLstake, and on pKreeiving that the Sunyawe had a riakcil sworil 
under his dress, ho severed his IickI from his shoulders, on which 
the god lihyroo appearwl and promis<sl him s’ictoiy over all his 
tnemics, which led to Iho anncxalion of tho tounlry knoirn as 
liaivungurli, or the Fifty-two Forts. Tho history of the Giirha* 
JIunilU rajahs has much of inlcre«t and romance in it, for which I 
have not space, hut must pass on to the time of Nnrcndra Sa, tho 
filty-scvcnth prince in succession from .Tadho Itai. In tho mean- 
while tho powerful armies of the Mogul emperor hsd reduced tlic 
‘ Gond princes to the slato of feudatories. Narendra Sa was for n 
time deprived of Ids territories by two insurgent cousins ; however, 

- these being ultimately defeated and slain, Ins authority svas re* 
C3tabltsh'‘d, but two of his fcudatoricis Azim Khai), jaghirdar of 
Hatha, and Londco Klnn, aoobah or governor of Cliounreo (Seonee), 
taking advantage of tho unsettled etato of tho country and their 
master’s weakness, broke out Into rebellion, attempting to establish 
an independent sovereignty. Narendra Sa, l>eing unable to copo 
with them single-handed, invited the aid of itukht Ituland, Iho 
I>owcrful Kajali of Deogiirli, and on the defeat of tho rebels a.ssigned 
to him the three districts of Ohunsore, Chownh'o, anil Dongerfil 
(modern Sconce). 

Colonel Thomson relates a tradition, which I aL»o remember, re- 
garding tho death of Loondey Khan or Soondey Klian “Tlio 
liattic ill which ho wis killed wa.s fought outsido Seonco on tho 
lands of Peitipoor, whero his head was cut off, but hia body is 
stated to liavo gone on fighting until lio reached hia house in 
Sconce, where ho was finally ovcrwliclined. Tlio people of Seonco 
firmly believe this story, and point out tho two chubootras (masonry 
platforms) erected, ono where his bead fell, and tho other where ho 
was finally despatched, and liavo made a kind of pfor or saint of 
him, his shrino being carefully kept and looked after.” 

Sconce now became part of the Dcogurh kingdom, and probably 
its prosperity dales from this time (about a.d. 1700). Bukht 
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llulaiul WA** a man of li1)or»l vi«w^ gmat eimrs}', ami fiitfgiilar nd- 
liiinntiMtha ability, and to Iiim uiay bo ascribed the iminignitioii 
of TarioiH clashes of Hindoos and Malmmcdans ^vliicli now form 
Iwolliinh of tlio jKiimlatioji, and under whoso eiipcrior a^jricultunl 
shill tlic district rose rapidly into importnncc, ‘ I may now, before 
troatiny of tlic«o immigrant peoples, hurriedly glance over the sub- 
sequent jwinta in tha history of the district. The story of T<ij 
Khan, or, ns some call him, Itaj Kitan, as rebated in Chapter VII. 
of this aohiine, ia eiilistantialiy historical ns fur ns relates to the 
manner in which ho aeon tho favour of llukht Buband, and became 
t.ilooi\dar of Dongertal .and conqueror of Sangtirhec. In A.r>. ITJ*"! 
Itaghojeo IJfionsIa, Uio JfnhratLa ruler, haring taken jwssesaion of 
llio hingilom of Ucogurh, including Sconce, avas much pleased witli 
tho /idelily of Jfahomed Klom, the «m of Taj Khan, wiio held out 
tho fortress of Sangurhcc ngaiust hU troops for a lengthened ix-riod, 
and only surrendered at tho command of hU lawful master; and lie 
appointed luni dcwaii or governor of what is now tho Scoaeo 
district. 

This Pathan family continued to govern till the fimo of ^ttioan 
Khan, tho fourth deiran, who, hdng indolent and iiicap.iblo, was 
superseded by a ^fahn^tt. 1 ; .and when the district u'a? coded by the 
Buonslah ruler of Kogfioor to the British in 1S18, the oaco jKiwei- 
fid Pathan family was found in poverty and disgrace. It was then, 
as Colonel Tliomson observes, “anjostgtaccfui act of recognition on 
tho part of the British Oovcniincnt awarding to Bewan Jlahonicd 
jXujcef Klian, the grandson of fifahomed BJiumnieo ICian (third 
dewanh and liis heirs, the Condee talooqa in Oohrtrcc, m lieu of 
their licreditwy talooqa of Dongertui,* and the measure proved a 
most politic one ; for in IS.%7, xn^tc.ad of turning their inRuence 
against us, which, connected as they arc with many of the Jiagpoor 
people, they might easily and with much effect Iwve done, they ex- 
pressed themselves determined to rise or fall with the Biitisli 
Goveniment. Tho dewan called on jno in person immediately after 
my amval (which was in June, 1857, after the breaking out of tlie 
mutinies), and placed himself entirely at my orders, offering active 
service if required.” Bet the "Gazetteer” famish the final record 
of the history of the to^vn of Seoneo up to the present tune. 

" It was founded by hlohammud Amfn Khan, who made Sconi 
his head-quarters instead of ChhapitA It contains large public 
gardens, a fine market-place, audanoble hank which has recently been 

* Tbe GsnJQC talooqa comprises tome oT tlie best Iasi], and is, therefore, more 
^alsnhle than Dosgertal. 
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improved find deepened. Tlio principal t)iiilding3 arc the court- 
house, gaoh school-house, dispensaiy, and post-ofTico. A handsorao 
church is about to be erected.” _ 

Xow wo must turn back to the Bcttlcrs introduced by Bukht 
Buland, At that time the plateau country was inliabitcd chiedy by 
the aboriginal Gonds, Purdhans^ Mclims, Punkas, and Ivutleas, 
though it is to be supposed that there were colonics also of which 
some descendants may sur\’iToof the followers of the Hindoo rulers 
who built Ghunsorc and ‘Other places of superior architecture; but 
local tradition invariably assigns to Bukht Buland tho credit of in- 
troducing the foreign element in the population. In his day the 
Lodhecs, Aheets, and Bajpoots of tho northern portion came in 
from the westward, whilst from other parts, chiefly south and east, 
came in n stream of Bagtccs, Ketats, Koormccs, and Ponwars, aud 
they speedily monopolised the best parts of tho countrj’, driving 
tho aborigines more and more into tho jungles and to tho stcrilo 
north. It was natural, too, that the Pothans should follow in tho 
wako of their successful leader, Taj Klian, and under him aenuiro 
much landed property of the best sort ; they number now about 
14,000 strong, and ate successful cultivators and the chief employers 
of the aboriginal Gonds, with whom they get on well. ' 

Tlio Ponwars are, however, tho most important class, both nu- 
merically and as excellent agriculturists. They are notoriously 
untrustworthy, sldfly, and litigious, hut energetic and enterprising, 
and ore most skilful practical farmers. Tlicy are a good-looking 
race, tall aud fair, having a Ligh-castc Cnihminical appearance, and 
their women are frequently very handsome. They are descended 
from tho Pramaras of Dliar m Malwa, a Eajpoot-I-Qiettroo race, 
whosc^ royal house funiishednt one time rulers both in Jubbulpoor 
and XagpooT, on either side of the plateau. Of the other settlers, 
“the most remarkablo cLisscs among the landholding community 
are the Lodhecs Aheers, Rajpoots ^lud Pathans. Tho first threo 
arc generally stalwart and fiiie-IooLing, and arc dressed much in tho 
sanie style — the long ivaddcd green angurkha. They are all much 
alike in appearance ; tlie Aheers arc perhaps tho finer-looking ; 
they have all blunt, longh manners, and are reputed turbulent, but 
I have always found them wcll-disp<Ked and easy enough to deal 
with.”* 

Tho Lodhecs in all probability immigrated from BuniUecunJ, 
though there ate Lo<lhees in tho southern part of the district, who 
so far differ from their northern brolhrcn, and tescmhle more tho 

* Cdnwl Ttiotiuon'* llrport. 
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ronwar?, as to lead to llic siipposUion that Ujpj arc dciccndanU 
of older colonics actllctl to tlio eoutli of tho range, TIjc Ahccn 
may 1)0 claoscJ as being of tlio G^tco mcc, who came into the 
north lhn)U';h Chindwarra, whilst the EOutlicm Gaoleea of Dongcr- 
t."il arc settlers of an earlier date, srhen Oaolee hin^ ruled over 
Nogpoor. 

*1110 Gwaraa desen'o pasaing notico; they ore a lowH»sto race of 
the Gdoleo type, chiefly entertained as farm serrants and plough- 
men; they aro excessively liardy, and arc reputed tmslwortliy. 
Colonel Tliomson tsiys of them : “ I liavo seen one of them run with 
n malgoosar’s ' kaccliar * (a rougli sort of gig drawn by trotting 
buUoclu) twenty-five to thirty miles, and at tlio end lie down to 
sleep satisfied with apincli of tobacco to allay the cravings of hun- 
ger until ho could gel liisywcf), or tie© gmcL" 

I must not conclnclo this sketch without a brief allusion to the 
architectural remains left by the |»coplo who, from time to time, 
haTo played a part in tho history of this district. 

Tho oldest forms of human erections arc tho cromlechs men- 
tioned in pago OC of this volume. 

TJicso aro supposed to be Indo-S^hic, and they resemhio in a 
striking (Icgree tho Scythian remains of Europe. But I must not 
venture now on leugthy remarks on the theory’ of tho great tides of 
emigration whieii, setting north and Gouth from tho plateaux of 
Centra] Asia, carried with them tho customs which left baces of 
identity in regions so far apart as Northern Europe and the Indian 
peninsula — traces not only in such monuments as the cromlechs 
and cycloUths, but in implements of stone, roots of words, and 
traditions. 

Tliroughout the Central Provinces, down to tho banks of the 
Godavery river, theso cromlecLs may bo found, and numbers of 
celts, axes, and well shaped stono implements, identical in form 
wath those of Europe, have been discovered in various places. 

Tho ruins of Ghunsore, to which I Itavo already alluded, appear 
to be the next in order of antiquity, and then come the forts of the 
Eaj-Gond dynasty. The aboriginal Gonds Imve but little to show 
of architecture ; as m.ay bo expected of a people whoso worship is 
of a primitive or sylvan character, their remains, instead of temples 
and altars, take the practical fonn of fortresses. Of these there 
are several in Seonee, on commanding positions along the south- 
eastern face of the range ; they can haidly be called specimens of 
aboriginal skill, for whatever there is about them of excellence has 
been borrowed from the more ciTilized Eajpoofs. In most cases 
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these socallcd forts arc nothing but naturat fastnesses, an isolated 
rock or projecting spur, in -which tho existing difliculties of access 
have been augmented by barriers of stonework. Tho masonry in 
parts is of Iho most solid description, being cubes of granite 
fastened by iron clamps. No doubt in olden days they were 
almost imprcgnahle, but they ax'ould bo useless against modem 
aitiUeiy. Such arc the forts of Bhainsaguih, Pertabgarh, Umar- 
gurh, and Kohu^^h on tho souUi-caslcm range, and Amodagurh 
on the hanks of the Ilirrie. The Mahomedan rulers have left but 
insignificant remains in the two forts of Dongcrtil and Chappara ; 
they arc probably not more than ICO years old, and are both in 
ruins. 

The present government is leaving its mark more beneficially in 
the peaceful form of well-made roads and noble bridges, and one of 
the most lasting monuments avill be the handsome stone ghaut, or 
flight of stops, -wHcli extends across tho southcin end of tho I>ul 
Sagur tank, at one time a reedy swamp j it was built by Colonel 
Thomson, the extensive ruins of Ghnnsore furnishing most of the 
enormous blocks of stone used in its construction. 



jSrOTES. 


CiiArrER ir. 

Paf/i- !>2. The tnan-enler. 

Tliia inridpul occtirrcd, jnst ns it is r^lalpd, to ft friend, tlio bte 
Lieutenant-Colone! (then Captain) K. Tm't, of tJie SfadraA Bnnj", 
who wns with us for n »hort tijnii in Seoncc. My hrothcr-in-lan' 
lielped him to recover lljc wounded tiger. 

CiiArTPti ur. 

/V/eT/. neLalh. 

My oU shikaree jroula, or “Tlio Lnlla," as ho was generally 
ea!!cu, ]uis Aire-idy been intRxiuecd to tho rnghsh public by Captain 
J. Forsyth, and Ids account of him is .very true as to his character, 
though incorrect ns reganh Ids Instoiy. The Lnlla never m 
Upper India ; he was a native of Sassenun, in iJengal (Debar), and 
when, during the Indian JIatiny, I was sent there to mko charge 
of the Sasseratn levy, ho came into my Bem’co with ono or two 
others^ and I took him Tpitli roc to the Centrol l*rovince3; in fact, 
his history is told by me ia the character of Fonlham in Cliaptor 
in. of this volume. On my departure for iigland on leave of 
nbwnce, I got ray friend Colonel O. F. roarson, Conservator of 
Forests, to t.ake my follower under his protection, and he tlicn 
pa.=sed into the care of Captam Forg-lh, svho ofEciated for a time 
as Conservator during Colonel Pearson's abseace, and nas with 
Mm when ho met bis fate. 

Captain rorsyth says of him ; 

“A really fiist-class tiger shikaii is evtreraely rare. The com- 
bination of qualities required to make him is seldom found in a 
native. I ehall best explain what Le should bo by describing tho 
XalJa. And first as to Jiis n-aroc.^ ‘Lalla ' means in Upper Imb’a 
a clerk of the Kayat caste, to which oar friend belonged; so tliat, 
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lliough ulletly jgnonnt of nil lelU*r* ravn llioso imprinlwl on a 

sandy tavino l‘C<l by a ligtr’a paw, he was nicknancJ the Lnlb Lj* 

tbo |>cople, and tlicreopon hU real name diMppcaml forever ; nnd, 
when liQ was afterwards kUle*! by a tiger, no one had any ido.i 
what it was. 

“lie was a little wce'imn, so insignificant ami so ilrietl and 
Bhrivclled up that, as ho used to say, * Xo tiger would ever think 
of eating me.' Ilia early training had made him cicerdingly keen 
of eyesight and in reading the signs of the forest, while in las 
many wanderings he had accumulated n store of legends of demoiiH 
ftiid devilry, and a wild jumble of Hindu mythology’, that never 
failed, when rctiulcd over a firo nt night to a circle of gaping cow- 
herds and village slilkaris, to unlock every secret of the neigldwur- 
hood in the matter of tigers. Such mi oily cozener of reticent 
Goods never existed. Then, miserable as ho looked, ho could srnlk 
about all day and every day forawcek in the hrodiiigstm, hunting 
up tracks, with nothing but tlio llimnest of muslin skull-caps on 
his hard nut of a head, and would fearlessly pcnclmto into tho 
very lair of a tiger perfectly unarmed- Uo had a particular 
bcauoing look, which ho always wore on his ugly face when he had 
actually seen, or os he said, ‘salaamwl to,’ a tiger comfortably 
disposed of for tho day ; and m lato years wlmn I had to leave ail 
the arrangements to liim, I hardly recollect ever going out when 
ho reported tho find a likely one without at Ico-st seeing the game, 
lie could shoot a little, say a i>ot shot at a binl on a branch at 
twenty paces, and kept guns in beautiful order. But ho soon wimo 
to utterly despise and contemn cverythirig oicept tiger hunting, 
for whirli he liad, I believe, really an al»orbing passion. Kven 
bison hunting ho looked down on as a sport not fit for a gentleman 
to pursue, i'or ten months in the year lie moped about, looking 
utterly wfctcheil, and taking no interest in anything but the 
elephants and rifies, and woke up again only on April 1, opposite 
which date ‘Tiger shooting commences' will ho entered in tho 
Indian almanac of tho future, when tho royal animal sliall ho pre- 
served in Uie reserved forests of Central- India to furnish sport 
for the nobility of the land t Poor old Lolla 1 Ho fell a victim in 
the end to contempt^ of tigers, bred of undue familiarity. I was 
very ill with fever in tho Juno of 1860, and meditatiog a trip 
home, and had sent out the XAlla willi n double gun to shoot some 
birds for their feathers with a view to salmon flies. He came upon 
tho tracks of a tiger, and, cernttary to all orders, tied out a talf at 
night as a bait, and sat over it in a tree with a gun. Tire tigress 
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sank under the cxliaaHing drain of BO many fearful wunds. _ 

one rcgrclletl liis death more than I did, for I was in sonio^ini^ito 
rcsponsihlo for having given him a turn for the shikaree’s life i:)y 
taking him away from the peaceful avocation of a Bengal bird- 
catcher and making him what he was. 

CnAWER IV. 

Pojio SG. Crondcciis. 

Tlio account here given of these curious remains has appeared 
once before with its legeud lu aii amateur magaziiio \vhicji was 
started in Ctdculta, and which, like most Indian periodicals, 
flourished awhile, but, lacking moisture, withered away. The 
article was written with a view to connect these remains intimately 
with those o! 2>orthern Europe by giving examples of coincident 
aupcratitions which have descended from those misty oges by the 
traditions handed down from generation to generation. 

Crumm V. 

Paje 114. “ Without douU a Ugtr has carried it off." 

Tills actually occiured to my brother (R. Craufuird Stcmdalo), 
who went out one evening after dinner to Barehpar, shot a stag, 
and had it carried off by a tiger in the manner described. 

Paffe 129. “ The hnite rushed out/i'om under this venj bush.” 
This was one of the nearest shaves I ever had, and happened 
to mo In June, 1860, at Paladown, on the banks of the Pencil river. 
The tiger was killed about ten days aftenvards by Colonel G. F. 
PeaTsem tmd myself, and Ids temper may bo seen by the account of 
the fighting tiger at Koni, for that irus the animah He was 
noted in that part of the country as a uvuQgra'Kalla (a cross-grained 
brute) ; 50, ou the whole, I bs^ reason for congratulation on his 
forbearane’e. 

CnAPTBR VI. 

Page 146. 

A bullock is of great assistance in approaching antelope in open 
country ; they are so accustomed to see villagers with their cattle, 
• “UigMasJiof Onttalloaia," pp. 270 2SI. 
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that anyone tvUIi an ox can get well within ehot. The native 
ehikartca and antelope CTiAiera are so well aware of this, that they 
specially-trained bullocks, wliicli are taught to go to the right 
or left or to stop by pressure of n finger on the bacL During <hc 
mutiny I bccamo jwsscssor of n very Iiandsomc little Brahmtny 
bull, which I nftenvanls trained (o stalk antelope. As Tommy 
had receivwl his “Iwptism of /ire"(hiiviogl)Ccn “iooted”nt JJanda), 
lio stood a solitiry shot across hU back with supreme in<liffcrencc, 
nnd I often re.$tcd iny rifle over his stonly Jiltle fljoulJera- I fjot 
him in this manner. Handling one «k»y in rear of n regiment of 
Jlailros troops which, as usual, Imd a numerous train of camp 
followers, I noticed a very handsomo little bull of a pcculi-ir colour, 
brown, with black hump nnd head, bearing a load quite ns big as 
himself — for “Tommy,’* wheu mounted by an otdinnry-sizcd person, 
could hardly keep lus ridcris toes off the ground — a nusccUancous 
pile of rags and sticks, i>ols nnd |«an?, old Iiookahs, and bundles, 
whjch made n pyramid, (ho ojwx of whicli was crcnnicd by a 
squalling baby j nnd under this ho uas tf«>tling along so, cljeerfuUy < 
tliat I was quite token with him, and, aJdrmsing Iho latter* 
demalion of an oimcr, who, with a ngged irife and dusty urchins, 
was goading him on, I asked if bo would cell liim ; but no, ho was 
proof against offers. Ifow was he to get on if ho had no means of 
carriago 7 Honey was no good unless h« could get a substitute for 
his bullock. So I garo up for tha time, and deputed a man to 
iratcli my dusky friend, oua when lie was encamped for the day 
to bring ■him to me. Accordingly, at noon, ho znade his appc.ir- 
nneo, and a bargam was struck to our mutual satisfaction, ho going . 
off with a stout country pony worth twice as much as the bullock, 
and piaster Tommy came into my possession nnd lived in clover. 

Page 15C. Tiger Hunt m the Sahurhs of Seoncc. 

This liappencd, just as it is described, in ISGt, The parly 
consisted of Colonel Thomson and Captain Forsyth on the former’s 
elephant, myself and Captain C, Flonden on Busaunla, and Dr. 
Roberts on the roof of the hut. 

CSAWEB VII. 

Pfl^e IC-i. Tite Roolhur ilan-eaier. 

This tiger held hU oivn for many years, being exceedingly wary, 
uud favoured by the natural difficmties of the ground. 1 am told he 
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'was at last eliot in extreme oKt age by Mr. J , Nichols, of the Bengal 
Civil Service. 

CnAPTER X. 

Poflfc 245. Elfplianiine DentUtnj. 

I believe my brother-in-law, Colonel Thomson, still possesses 
the piece of the tooth which was cot out on this occ.asion. lie 
useil it for some lime as a paper-weight. Both the doctor and the 
patient were in his service. 

Chapter XI- 

Pa/je 268. The Mattrcalauj Paidltcr of Kahani. 

Tlic story of tliis cxtraonlinary man-eater is fsithfully told In 
the text, hut the time of his career w.is from 1857 to 18G0. Ho iirst 
began by canying off a follower of the Tluakoor of Goor^vnrra, near 
DUooma, on whom wc were keeping a watch during tlie troublous 
times of the mutiny. Colonel Thomson and I went after him 
under lUo supposition liiat it ^vas a tiger that liad killed tho man, 
vAvX ho came out three times l>efore us in the maunet related by 
Fordhani- I left Sconee for two yc.ar8 to take a more active part 
in tho suppression of the revolt, and on my return in 1859 I found 
that the iwnthcT had hecome tho most dreaded man-eater of the 
district Every sportsman in the vicinity had done his best to kill 
him, but wthout success, and I tried most energetically for n time, 
but with no better luck. He was oltcrmirdj killed by ncciilent by 
a native who liardly knew 'what he was firing at ; and his skin, 
which um a be.autifully glossy one — quite disproving the theory 
that confirmed man-caters get mangy — now peacefully reposes in a 
London drawing-room- 



GLOSSAllY or INDIAN TERMS, 


Alli}i$hoclrl Oo.n<c i-nwl 1 

AnAr. l.iurAlly a i>oii»'^'nnate ; m fin-works ft ktn- I 
Atip-r. 

/>i;> rf. A cuninion cxclant.-ition— On. f*liw^ I 
Jiu'-iirrArr. A cook. 

/.'Aal-W. A l>car. 

eomiu-ionau-. Tl.e cuMomiry rUushtctiiio 

IheXa. Tlw youii^ of «ny ftnlmftk 
Tul !"*• 

S::rL«i a !,..>■ ->• 

lonl— ft Tory Ikavj- one. • 

Au™ 

Iftily. 

CanMtigoe, A village Uwjtr. 

Chahoctra. A rkitforit. of masonry or cUy. 

AlliinOo'troOioo.K”'^ 

SS to-"' n.mu,-, mil. iHAiito ; «. “I'r t- »«i 

J)iU. Post . . 

Daronah. A aupenntenarat or wpector. 

1}« mar. GIto tie stroke ; ♦ e, !»>* 

UMrtar. AIrr*. »m> 

Gilrt?. A term usually npplscd to 
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GhiU. A mountain pa«3 ; Jilso n linding-i'licc nt a rJvcr or taiiV. 

0/i<f. Butter itieltcil tlovin anJ lx)ilc«L 
Ohoh'tnu A slave. 

Ginjai. A lica^'y matchlock for wall service fireil from a re't. 

SlaugUtcced according to relipon<t law. 
lli ! hi ! l-ya zuloom I Ala? I ala? ! what tyranny I 
ifiult or Uansli. A neck om.aintnt or colt irel. 

Nnirati. A TO^t. 

Khanalao. Bring dinner. 

Khitlmulgar, A t-ahlc-sorvaiit ; literally, a pcr?‘aiit, from hhuimvt, ser- 
vice, 

Khodli lurm lo'jh hi. lie i? a very l.ig tiger. 

Khoob luQQo. "Well hit. 

Khulhur. Nc'Vi. 

Aumut. Pate. 

A’lcliImruUn. A hurial-grontul. 

Lftttli. A pillar. 

I^iah. A hroM drinking-vcascl. 

Jifaeltdun. A platform >ii a tree or on po^ti. 

Afa^ooaar. Tlio owucr or lessee of a nlbgc. 
iUotla. A doctor of di% inity or learned man. 

.Voufrfe. A doctor of dmnity. 

illust, A kind of madness to whUh male elephants are liahle. 

Ntrbiidda ilaue. Alolher Nerhudda, a nver sacrwl to the Hindoos. 
Nylgdo, Plural nuiPfcm., Nylgaie,’ Uttrally, blue hull or lihie low, 
popularly known hy the Enghdi corrH]ilion A'ylghav, to uliii.lt I 
lia?e ndlicrcil in the text. 

Oonfft. A camel. 

Peon, The same os eJiflyproiscc, an orderly. 

PerjiKMur. A Hindoo term for G>c Supreme Deity, 

PAutfainr. Crackers. 

PunthoT/et. A hoard of arVilration, consisting of five rr more inenil>er<». 
Putirarreej. Village accountants. 

Eeioie. A sleeping qailL 

SnhiA logue. Oeatkfolk, generally applied to Europeans. 

Seer. A tncasarc of about two pounds or a quart. 

S?Kihii^! Eravot 
Sirlar. Government. 

E<w6A««Af/aA/ Merciful Goil ! 
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Soxcar. A liorsemau. 

Syce. A groom. 

Tanda. A Bunjam jiarty. 

TehiutdaT. A uatire collector of rewncce. 

Tendm. A panther. 

Thanadar. An inspector of ivdite in charge of a Ihnv’^ or slation., 
Tijjin. Lunch. 

Told. A small hamlet. 

ToofCtn. A etorra or tempest. ^ 

TuhUer. Fate. 

Tiilvar. A soimilar. 

IFiiA / An exclamation of astonishment. “ 

TFufhngool. A fljing-fo.r. 

Woaicn’a npartownts ; a harem. 

Ziimhoorltt. A shorter weapon Ilian a girtjal, hut of hirger Kilihre. 


EtnrnAXT Laxocace. 

Xhirrw. Let ga 
BAutt. Sit down. 

UAur. Lift, or lay hold. 

Dhult. Step luck. 

Dug. Step 01 er. 

Maul. Oetup. 

Tale. T«m round. 

Taie-dUuti. Back and turn. 





. A SELECTION FROM THE . 

PUBLICATIONS 

. OF 

W. THACKER & CO. 

2, CREED LANE, LONDON, E.C. 

THACKER, SPINK & CO. 

CALCUTTA AND SIMLA, INDIA. 

OJitiul A^nti/vrlkf 'utlro/ I'uHh tiMt, of ihr tn itan <,ffteriimitir. 



SepmU Catilosut cl taw PubUcaUon^ setvV on appUcaUon. 


. . . \V. THACKER & CO. . . . 

2, CREED LANE, LUDCATE HILL, LONDON, E.C. 


N«. 





i in r//^cA’£x vV i.o.\’Dox. 

Ninlli Crov^n 8»o., cloili, Ci, Rs. 4.6. 

BEHIND THE BUNGALOW. 

• ByEHA. 

Wifh Fifty-Jhrw ItlcutratiofU iy F, C. MACRAE. 

7 '^e T’thfS tH My Ftfnlif arwl hojnoroiwl/ jJwfijltcl ihc 

AtiittuI .'jurroundtfigs of en Indian tlic {’coicnt «orJc [joffrajs wiih 

mucb f>!ea£in(r> tiie Human Offidals 
thcfcor, njdi ificif peculiarities, 
idin^-ncmies, aniJ, to the European, 
tlmge methw ofdatjr. 

Tht If erAA— "These sVeccfics may 
have Rii ctfuentional purpose hejona 
ifist of nierc amusement : they show 
tlinmirh nil Uieir fun a ta»n ooserva- 
(lon «f naii.e character and a just 
appn^Ution of ft." 

Tkf <7«/A/r,— "Apeto • Indian* 
writ see how truthful are these 
slrichn. Trople who I.AOH' noibuig 
About InOsy will cleliKhi in the cteeer 
drtHinca and the iru}/ humorous 
“ A time iiwrt " rfcfscripiions." 

Seventh f'dition. Crown 8\o . cloib (>lt, fit, Rs. 4 8 

DAYS 
IN INDIA. 

BEING THE TOUR. OF SIR 
- ALI BABA, K.C.B. 

By GEORGE ABERIGH 
MACKAV. 

TFilh Ttiitrea {uU-paKe lUustrations. 
lMnd and I!'a/rr.—‘'Thc scores of letters 
to ■ Vanity Tair,' »W«1> creiled such » sensa* 
tfon in India some years a(;o. hate maiotained 
iheir popularity in a faslnaii which thw dever 
ness thorousWy deserves " 

This Jatest edition of the most iaaioiu Satire ever tvritfen on 
Indian Society and Social Life is absoiutelj complete. Tiie 
Illustrations specially drawn for the e-cpensive edition all appear 
in this impression. 



TWENTY-ONE 





TJ! ACKER, SPIKK &• C O-, CALCUTTA. 3 


S«\enth ndilion. Crown 8>0., clolJi, 6j. Rs. 

THE TRIBES ON MY FRONTIER 


AN INDIAN NAT.URAi.lSrS tOREIGN TOLICY. 
By EHA. 

Fifty llluslralioits ty T. C. AfACRAE, 


In this remirjtably clever work iliere »re most graphically and humorously 
described the surroundings o! aWolussA buoRalow. The twenty chapters cmbrAu* 
a year's experiences, and provMe endless sources of amusement and suggestion. 



» a delightful tx>oV. irresisublv funny in description and 
lUustradon, but full of genuine science loa . . There is not a dull or unmstniclitc 
(xige in the Vi hole book 


bvcond LdiUon. Crown 8vo., cloth, 6i. Rs. 4 8. 

A NATURALIST ON THE PROWL. 

By EHA. 



II itA I i^kty illuslrationz ty 

R. A. ST£RX£>A/A:. f.r.g.s.. f.z.s. 


In this volume the Author conducts his 
renders lo tlie Jungles and Country round the 
Horne, and with getiiAl humour and practised 
science teaches the ililercstmij art of “ flow to 
observe" die structure and habits of llirds, 
Hpasts,and Insects. 

Ari// CArvtic//-.—" u is one of the ovitt. 
Interesting WuVs upon Kaiural History tliat 
we have retd for a long time. It js never dull 
and yet sohd Infarm.tiion is conveyed by nearly 


B 2 



)C. TjrACKf.li C- CO., LOM^OS’. 
Cr„*n8v,x.dothrH<.6'- 

LAYS OF IND. 

COMIC, SATIRICAL, ANT) 
dkscriptive. 

By ALIPH CHEEM. 
u„.s,.«en .V me AeT,.o., 
ivom, K. A, Sirmmit, AMO omE«- 

Tkt 

Iwlgt't Ltlfc " lA^l nin'C* 

mo^ exceUcn* (^joline 



Dot, S.o.AaH.Oa ..a- Ha 4! 

.nimals of no importance. 

E, DOUGLAS DCTAR F.ZS., LCS., 

■ A.tta »< “IK™'”? "lA 

«v.-?=ssr"‘”' 

INDIAN DAILY UTE. 

..vvvmav eomnwna lhc«oA tts »" 

"f . NanOTl«o«)»">S-^"'^ “* 
weUent ''*'"1'' uo«,ng ho* 


•■ * chatir aii«cd'»*® 

- Ji, U >OT«y 

•.. shewing a 




rilACKER, SPLVK &• CO., CALCUTTA.^ ^ J 
Fifth Edition. i2ma> sewed, tt. 6A, net. Ke. i. 

ONOOCOOL CHUNDER MOOKERJEE. 

A MEMOIR OK THE LATE JUSTICE ONOOCOOL 
CHUNDER MOOKERJEE, 

Ey M» MOOKERJEE. 

The Tniet cn "The re.-ttltr Si earnestly advised to procure the 

tife of Oils Eeiillennn, written by his nephtw, and rend it " 


I'crp. 8\o.. ir.6rf. net*. Ke. i. 


INDIA IN 1983. 


This Utde booV. was oti^tnaUy written it the lime of ihe llhert Bill agUt* 
tion ; it gtves a farcical account of an iroaginaty evacuation of India hy the 
British and the subv?qucnt Government by a Babu Raj. 

Timet of India There is not a dull page in the liuntlfcd anil lhirt> st\en ‘ 

ingts of which it consists ‘ 

Thin! Edition, limn., >c«e<l, ts. net. Re. 1.4. 

INDO-ANGLIAN LITERATURE. 

.\ M-'IectUin of interesting esamplesculleil from Letters, I'cltlions, Lxamina- 
linn l’ajH.r«, etc., lUustmiing llic LDtioas bihI amu'ing phraseology often 
adiiplcd by lie naiUes of India nben stm^iing w ith the English language. 


Crown Bvo., cloth. 3t. Ct/. Rs. 2,10. 

TALES FROM INDIAN HISTORY. 

BEING THE ANNALS OF INDIA RC-TOLD IN NARRATIVES. 
By h TALBOYS ‘VHEEI.F.R. 

/}rt>>rJ .trr.i'e —"The hblorr of Our grent dependency m.ide ertretiiflv- 
attractne reading .MiogeihcT, this wort. Is of rtre iiirnt." 



ft ;r. TJiACKF.k CO., iondo^. 


F«utlh tMiiion. Witii numcreuf IBattritiont. f'o‘sl6vo..St,Ci/.nit Ks.ft.g. 

'ECHOES FROM OLD CALCUTTA. 

CmEFl.Y rvi:MlKJSCF.NCl.S OF THU D.^YS OF 
WARRUY HASTINGS, FKANCrS, ANT) IMREV. 

By H. E. BUSTEED, C.I.E. 

Wifk an lntri\tucl,yn tjlll,rfron IJiKliCl il'OV (•) Kvt>i rfThs 



IMST/Nrs. 


CONTENTS.— T»R EUCK IJDLV, 1756— Caflure t>f Ca2cull-v — Tlie 
Iniprisonmenl— rJ)lUi*FK.»NCJSAKn fiis Times— F rancis nm1 Junhis— 
Arrjvi! of I'rmcis in CbIcmHi — N iineomtrfi775) — Dnel Lctnien ilasiinffs 
an<) T/ancj. Home anil Social Ufc — Tlie Fmt InJmn Nens- 

piix,*!- — Madujie GraoJ— Leliers from Warren Ilaslw"s lo his Wife — 
An OW Colculta Grate. 

AI’r’ENftJCES.—Thc IlamjJwn Tririiiion— In^cripfcons on the N'ciit 
^^onument— Note on Sue of the Blade Hole— Ifostings and fnipey in 
idalion to Trial of Nuncoowr — Kastm^aad rhe Imhofft— The Intn^cues 
of ft Naboti— Princess Tallejraiul— TheNfoie to Clinnar. 



TltACKFR, SriXK ^ CO., CA f.CVTT.t. 7 

CfOin cVith. 7*. Bft. Rv 6. 

CALCUTTA PAST AND PRESENT, 

By KATHLEEN BLECHYNDEN. 

IlhuintcU from f’crira^t^ and EcRraWng^. with a Cofourcd rro'itJf'Jw. 
Ikirg an ta.UIn'' Stucti cf lie |>riBdjvtl etenU bIucI* ln»c niacii* a small 
ind.ng SetdetncM irio L’.e r*en> er Hii cf led-*, and ccntainmc mudi inutmimg 
informatiorr reOf'JifS lJ>« oW time HuiMincs. Inliabiur.ti. CuMoms. ami Life in 
gereral tn OM talcmu. 



Cafitiil — ' ITic hi» \iTin.;id liir niu nil so \slI 1 tlui e\cr)t)iriig 

conni-cri*d wiiti tlie city and its foriuin-- |iass<N Ixforr ilie n-icler m loiiorimic 
arr.iy Tlie social lift of the mhibittnu is tU picted in > iili n lining fashion and 
ihc nrwis, aton< witli «h<‘ {ivdigri.-e their titmts. «iU 1i>m i new mid Inmg 
nitere't to the reader .ifier he rises friitn the b.in<|urt n( the li«(>k ' 

The Statiiman -»-• She h.sv succwlol m writing it gossiji) volume, ili.ii will 
Well repay the U-stowal of a leistirt liour Miw Wtx.hjaidcn h is tidilwl a plinismitly 
written and tiotililc volume to the Jilif-iry which is nlreitly adomevl liy the 
rcM-irehs-s of Dr. Iluslcetl niul Arthdricon lljdt " 

• The JitJian hMica! Caut/e — *' ll isnotonlynn InlLrcsting history of falctiltt, 
’’J’J has sBcceedi J m painting a life hVe picture of the socul life in 
oldCaleiilW. * ' 


Crown Svo . cloth. 

HARTLY HOUSE, CALCUTTA. 


Rcpnnted from the Edition of 17*0. with Notes by the luc 
,, JOHN MACFARL,\NX 

llormerly Librarian the Imperial Libr.iry, Calcuti.i). 
Introduction by Mr. O. W 1J.\R\VICK, 

Trcface by Mr H. D. A. COTTON, and a Map. 



»K TIIACKBR 6* CO., LO^'DON. 


Large crown S\o , doth gffi, «o*. 6^. ncL Ks 9 3 

TJHE SEVEN QTJES OF DELHI. 


By 'GORDON RISLEY HEARN, 

Captain ilo\at Engintm. 

With 24 Illoslnlions, nstl Tims. 


CONT?:Nrs. 

.'lodem Delhi and 13 jc I{i{}gc — 
The riains to the South of 
Delhi— The Sercn Cilicj of 
Delhi — 05 ‘i Delhi— Shi, 

Taghlnhahad .anil Jajjinpnnah 
— Firoiabail and Uie Delhi of 
hber Shab— hbah Jahinab^ad 
—Delhi before ihe Moghal 
C<'tique«i— Delhi in Mogha! 
T:m»— Delhi under “John 
Comjviny The Mutiny of 
1857, and ihc Siege - Delhi 

»inie 1857. 




THACKEK, SPtS*K 6- CO, CALCUTTA. 


9 


SIMLA: 

PAST & Present 

By E. J. BUCK. 

DEMCATED TO His EXCEtLI NCir 
LoedCuriox, G.M.S.I., G.C.I.C. 

Being a cotntjlete account of the 
Origin, Eatly History, and Dc«loi^ 
ment of Stmia, the Summer U«i* 
Ucncc of the GoTcmmenl of India, 
with descriptions of interesting I’m- 
sonages and their Kesidences, and 
an account of the Social Functions 
and Amtiscinetils of the Station. 

/’<>iirr'’~"Re«t'ien(i and \^u<oft «tt| 
b« bath inureeted aad amoied by (h« 
tterler of aodal life in ih« oti day*, and the 
Blusintieni vitl add to dxir «ii/:yreeo( of 
the lellerpreu. Neihin^baf bM fontotten. 
Il ahould be read by everyve." 



Demy 8ro., cloth, 331 pp . tor. M. nu. Its. 6. 

THE EXPLORATION OF TIBET. 

ITS HISTORY AND PARTICUl.AU.S, FROM 1623 to igci}. 

By Revi GRAHAM SANDBERG, BA. 

'^ith Maps 0! Tibet and Plan of the Sacred Gty of Lhasa. 

Al^tnaum.—” TbUb a ibnely and nlu-iblc eecerd of the proceta of raploralion by 
whUh Tthet haatieen EeaduatW revmed to Wntem kefi , . . Aa a chroOKle cf travel 

iiKl tevieir of eaplondon, Mr. San^'bere'a ■'oifc menti praiie fur the caulioui care anil 
industry with whicl, li ha» been eotnpjled." 

TwoVols. Demy Svo., cloth, a+f. Rs. 18. 

THE HISTORY OF CHINA. 

By 'DEMETRIUS C. BOULGER. 

Illustrated writh Portraits and Maps. 

The Second Volume contrins a full History of China and her connection 
with European Nations, and detailed accounts of all eyents, including the 
Chine-Japan Wat and jts Diplomatic ctmsequenccs. 

.. ■' One cannci nad IkU admirable history without feelinE how nueh 

Mr. L^laer^a lympathice nave been caLsted by li« wonderful record of Chinese achievement 
and Chinese cbaracier which be hai collccled with so mneh cham and ability." 



IK THACKER &• CO.t LOKDOK. 


lO 


Ro>-aI 5vo , paces 289 + cca., cloth gilt, sis. net Rs. 15. 

• THE PEOPLE OF INDIA. 

By Sir HERBERT RISLEY, JCCI^., CS.T., I.C.S., 

Director of Ethnography for India, Officier d’Acadt'inie, Trance, Corresponding 
Member of the Anthropological Societies of Rome and Berbn, and of the Anthro 
pological Institute of Great nntain and Ireland 
Illustrated with 2S Plates. 


CONTENTS. 

1.— THF. PtlS'SICAL Ts PFS. 

II.~SociAi. Types. 

III. — Caste in PKovFRtis .twn 

POPtTLAK SAt fSCS 

IV, ~Cisrn AS& Marrmoj*. 

V.— Castp antj Reucion, 

V't.— The Onicis ot Caste 
Vn.-CtMK AND N^TtO^^UTy 


I.— TMUVFRBS k.b.ATISGToC tSTt . 
II — ASTimOPOMtTRlC OATS. 

HI -Social Statistics. 

IV.— AfAPSOFCA^Tl.DlSTKmVTION. 

V.—TntoKtns os' C.tsre. 

• VI.— .Moufbs Thfosiis 01- Castk, 
Vll— Kills I'OlYlSAHY. 

VIU.— The SintAi. anh Mi m>s 

T Rinw 


LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Trontiapifce . “Mens AgiWt MoJem"— Khsmti Tcnulc — ClvnlAali Wonviit— 
Male and Female of the Tain or Digitu Mishmi Ttilip — ^Inin .Alidimi 
<;irt — Ror Abor Girl — A ChOlikafl >Jishn« Clucf In I ull Dress— Mile and 
Female of ihe l/mer Niga Croup— lApdm l*Mkkirii)— UmUi. Mile and 
Female — A '■ Jlo" or Kol of Singhbbum— Mund.l* of tlhutla Nngpur, Male 
and Female— A Ci'roup of Kor»-is—<ViOBi—J«int: flirts — rypieni Sf>cciiii«rJ 
of the luang Tnbe, Male and Female— Male and 1 emnle of the IVndkar 
Tribe. _ 

Map «if fsnis sirossric Ditrsioss or Kacss. 

Fw/irr— “The apparently mextncaUc laORle of Imlnn races, customs and 
r<I/gions, seems, m rhestilhOr'* able hands, to fan isio ilieirolloited place in ihc 
scheme of things, nml viiih masierty Insight Ihe broad jiniicipli's which tmded e 
them nrc clearly disclosed ’’ 




THACKER, SPINK C0„ CALCUTTA. 


ti 


Demy Svo.i cloth, 157. net. Rs 10. 

THE HISTORY OF ASSAM. 

By E. A. GAIT, I.CS. 

With Photogravufe Pli!« and a Map. 

CON’TEKTS — Preliistoric and Trad.noivil Rulers— The iVnod from the Seterih 
to iheT«eltlh CVnturios— Events of ThirtMDlli to 1 iftcriith Centunes (escludinf; 
Ahem Hiiiory)— The Koch Kings— The Rise of the Ahorn Kingdom— The Peno<l 
of tiic .Muh-iramadm Y’ars— Tl e Climactcnc of Ahom Rule — 1 he Decay and Fait 
of the Ahom Kingdom— The Aliom System of Goicniment — Tlie Karachis— Tlic 
JaintLi Kings — Manipur — Sylhet— The Burmese W.tr— CiJnsoUdation of British 
Rule— Relations Miih Froniitr Trilies— Important Events of Recent Times— 
Growih of T« industry. 

Second Edition Revised Crown Svo , 
js (A. Rs. 5.10. 

HINDU MYTHOLOGY: 

VEDIC AND rURANIC. 

By Rev. V. J. WILKINS 
(l.ite of the London Missionary Society, Cnicuttal 
lllustrtied by too Engravings, chieUyfrom 
Drawings by Native Atlisls. 

InJitn Djify j\'tuK—" In Mr. Wilhms' book v\« 
lave an dlusiraicd inasu^t, die study of iihich will 
lay a solid fouodttion for more advanced know 
_ ledge, while « wall funiish those who may have live 
desire without having the time or opporiuniiy toga further into the subject, with p 
really estcnsive stock of accurate informanon.' 

Second Edition. Revised. Crown Svo . yr 6if. Rs 5 la 

MODERN HINDUISM. 

AX ACCOUNT or THE REUCIOX AND LIFE OF THE HINDUS IN 
NORTHERN INDIA. 

By Rev. W, J. WILKINS. 

CONTEN rs.— Life and Worship— Morals— Woman— Caste— Sects— Death — 
Sliradha— Future Life. 

Sjlurd^ir ^rein.'.— “He wntPi with ahheral and comprehensive spirit 
Crown Svo., doth. lar. net, Rs. 8. 

HINDU CASTES AND SECTS. 

An Exposition of the Ongin of the Hindu C.»ste Sjrte/n and the beanoiv of 
the Sects lowarils each othcrand towards other Religious Systems. 

By Pandit JOGENDRA. NATH BHATTACHARYA, M,A, D.L. 

irjJmt Mitil.—'-A v-ihiabte wtwk. . . . The author has the courace of 
b!s convictions. ^ 




12 


;/' T/fACKEX &• CO., ZO.VDOX. 


; Second edition. Oonn S\o., cloth, yj. &/. net. Ks. $. 

THE HINDOOS AS THEY ARE. 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE MANNERS, CUSTOMS, 

AND INNER LIFE OF HINDOO SOCIETY, BENGAL. 

By SHIB CHUNDER BOSE. 

U’ts/minsfer Gaset/e, — “Shib Chtmder Bose is an enifghlened Bengali of 
untured conviction nnd character, andhu extended and raned experience eminently 
qualify him for lifiinf the Ncil from the inner life oT bis countrjmen.'' 


Croxi-n Svo.. cloth giU, y. net. Rs. 3.8. 

THE ETHICS OF ISLAM. 

By AWEER ALI, CJ.E. 

An attempt towards the exposition of IsUmic Cthis in the English Language, 
Besides most of llie Koranic oroinaoces. a number of ilie precepts and sayings of 
the Prophet. lUe Caliph Ah. and ’'Our Lady" are tr.mslaied andgi»«i. 


Oemy 8\o., cloth, ty. net Rs. to 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE HISTORY OF ' 
ISLAMIC CIVILISATION. 

By S. KHUDA BUKSH. IVLA, B.CX. 

Including a Tnnsiation of Vov Km mlk'S •‘Cultiirseschiclitlulie SiciTrugp ‘ 


Volume 1. Rojal 8»o , cK>lii. »jr net Rs. lo. 

A HISTORY OF THE GREAT- MOGHULS ; 

Of, A History of the Badshafate of Delhi from 139S AJ3, to 
1732; with afl IniroductJon coaccrolog ‘ Ibe Mongols jad 
Moghub of Central Asia. 

By PRINGLE KENNEDY, M,A., Bi. 

Secund Edition. 6vo., cloth. 6>. Rs. 4. 

REPRESENTATIVE INDIANS. 

By C. P. PILLAI, BA- 
Forty Biographies, with Portraits. 

faiort IXograpJiicjof the best represewalltei of the hcmt iipe of men »ho hare 
ticen broiight inlo etl«en<e In India since the growth of nntixhpo’.rr in that land. 
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lnv.l«.bl. to oil flio tone on Intoreol In Novol Motttt.. 
PUBUSJICD ANNOALLYo 

THE NAVAL POCKET BOOK. 

Mltd tv GEOFFREV S. LAIRD CLOTC5. 

aoll. i 6 nio . si X 4 X I in., 7 ». M. nol._Ks_. 6 9. 
975 paE«5« piper. i»eigh‘°g *0 <«• 

« ALL THE NAVIES OF THE WORLD AT 
A uLANCLo 

Containing compiete information regarding 
nil ilie Navies of the World. 

Attindispensable Companion to the Naval 
Officer— Active and Reserve 
CONTENTS.— Thu N.\vds op all 
NATIONS. and Analytical 

last: Battleships, IroncUds, Gunboats ; 
Cmisefs. Torpedo Boats, and Destroyers ; 
Hospital, Harbour, Training Ships, etc., 
etc— D ky Docks— Gcss and Small 
Arms-Svtsmarinus— Various Uskiul 
Tadlls— ST tAM Trials — Plans of 
S iiiPa Showing Armours, Dtcia, etc — 

I I . . - -I...-! COMPLt-TL IVOVX OF SHIPS BY NAME. 

Lord Charles Ueresfoid, m a letter, s-tys — "It Is one of the most 
mefttl and handy works of reference on naval niatiers that 1 know of, and 
invaluable to all who take an interest in naval matters." 


DKE.tHNOVGlIT. 





SPEaMES ILLUSTRATION. 

Pall MdU Cuir/fe.— “The infwm'UiCKi eonumed upon the navies of the 
world Is most complete and compicfaeiBive. and the cioo pages of primed matter 
are remaTkahle for containing so much in so small a compass." 



t4 ir. TITACKEtt &• CO., ‘LO/^hoy. 


Royal 8vq., cloth, 400 pages. net. Rs. 18 6. 

THE IMPERIAL JAPANESE NAVY^ 

By FRED T. JANE. 

ITS HISTORY 1 ROM THE EARUEbTTIMtS TO THE PKESENT 0 \Y. 

Plans, Photographs, and full descriptions of all Ships in ihe Japanese Navy, 
Dockyard, and Arsenals 

The Cliina-Japanese War, vnth official reports and hitherto unpublished 
details, furnished in each case by officers itho actually participated m the events 
desenbed 

'Tht Far Eastera Problem— from ibe Japaoue SlandpasoL 

With over 80 lUuslratioiu from Sketches and Drawings by Japanese Artists and 
from l^olographs. 

A’atal aitJ Afililary “This b a most escelleot book, useful nol 

alone its a handbook to the tteec, but as a complete guide (0 the u bole 0/ (he sat 
service, and should prove of unmistakable value to professional men of any 
nationalKy." 

TAe Sfetlahr,—" Our readers had better study Mr. Jane’s book ; il is tlie 
best account exttnt of the Japanese Navy, and Its possibilities as indicated by the 
JajKtaese officer " 


Royal 8to , cloth, 730 pp . ay itvL Rs, 01.14 
Uniform with “The Imferial Jafasesis Navt.’’ 

THE IMPERIAL RUSSIAN NAVY. 

By FRED T. JANE. 

I Vilh ever J50 lllusiralieni /rent Sietehet aod Vrauie*! tjr the Author end from 
rhetosrefhu 

Some ol the Principal Contents. 

The Germ of the Russian Navy. 865-1645— Peter the Gnat's founding of tlie 
Russian Navy — Its liitlles— Its llisUMy— Detailed Descriptions (viilh photo- 
graphs and phns) of nil the Ships 31 present twi the Rossnn .Vvi-/ L«f , of t« 
5ie Russian Dockyards— Russia’s Shiptiuildmg ProgrviTinic — I’ruicctcd SIiip 
Canals— Tlie Penonnel of the ricct— Anglo Hussitn Relitions— Ijiogrtphics 
and J-ernees of PnlisJ) Offierrs who hare served jn the Kusiiin Niry— Pirns 
of B.Htles— A Complete Ust of Rossian War bhips, built and building 
Tht 7Vw«.— “Tull of information compiled *iili HudiMe skill and industry, 
not the least instructive part of it (xiaglhTt which deals nitti the fenonnel el the 
Russian Navy, about which the avcrise Lnglish reader knows, as a rule, Mile or 
nothing." 

Djtly Xeiei.—" bir. Jane’s volume of mare than 700 puges miy 1* iK-scribed 
os an up to dale, «sU-arranged, and concise encyclop.edia of its suli/eet." 
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Stcond Ijliiion X)einx 8^o.. doth. net. Hs. 7.14- 

FORTIFICATION AS APPLIED TO 
SCHEMES. 

hi'i:cix\Li.Y i’REr<\ui:i> for promotion e.vamination^.. 

By U.-C0I. L. J. SHADWELL, p.s.c., and 
Major V. EWBANK, RX, DA.A.G. for Instruction. 

Arr<ne — *'11115 worL Is designwl to assist officers in preparing for 
etaminalions, and. unlike many vtotks wecould n.amc.it senes its purpose exactly. 

. (/rt frtf’jraUan. 

Second Edition. Sis Maps. Demy 8»o., cloth, 6r. net. Rs. 4 ®- 
Enlarged and hrought up lo dale by Lt -Cot. L. J. SitADWELL, p.s.c. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER WARFARE. 

By Colonel J. SHERSTON. 

Army ani Navy Gnit'U . — "The treatment of tins subject »s most practiwl. 
... Its author IS an officer of gre-at e»peri«ncc «ho knows exactly uhnl nre the 
essentials of the work." 

Demy Sva.cloth. 8/ tk/ net ks. 6 8 

NOTES, QUESTIONS, AND ANSWERS ON 
MILITARY LAW. 

THE MANUAL OF MILITARY LAW AND INDIAN 
AUllCLLS OF WAR bPEClALLY Pltl l‘x\kKD FOR PROMOTION 
EXAMINATIDN. 

By Lt.-Col. L. J. SHADWELL, p.s.c>, Sutiolk RegimenU 
Uroad Arroxo — We ba»e before referred to the advantage of this system of 
instruction. . . . Both the i|ucsiions and answers ate wnlten m a concise and 
easily remembered form, which will be found of great .-issislance to the student-" 

Fourth Lditlun Icip 6vo 

BARRO'W'S 

SEPOY OFFICERS' MANUAL. 

THOROUGHLY REVISED AND BROUGHT UP TO DxVTE. 

By Ueu!. M. S. HE\TOTT, 

7th Duke of Connaught's Own Rijpuls. 

\ln the press, 

Fcap. Svo., doth, ar. 6J. iKt. Ks. s. 

TRANSPORT OF HORSES BY SEA. 

By E. E. MARTIN, A.V.D. 

UJnls for the Man-igenvcnt andlrcaiment of Horses on Shipboard, from actual 
experience gamed on .\ciivc {Service. 



tK TllACkEk 6* CQ., LOS’DOS'. 


tr, 


- S<TonJ lynion. 1>Mny flvo,( Ooih, K». 7 i.!. 

BULLET AND SHOT 

IN INDL-^N rORIST, TUIN, AND JIILU 
WITH HINTS TO BEGINNERS IN INDIAN SHOOTING. 
By C. E. M. RUSSELL 

(late Senior liriKity Con^rrnwr of rorntf, Mymre .Service) 

LIM of Confraft. 

TTic tn.li.in Ili4on— Hison Shootlni;— limit li> llejjimen— ll.e WIJ IViftilo, tl.e 
\‘ak. anti (he Tilne— The Ticct— laclJenu in Tiger Shooting-- Tlie t^inthcr, 
IJniJting CJierLih. ClowJnl and Indian JJon— Jbe 

Chief lienr* of India— The Indian Klepluni— ’nto Deer of Inclii nntl ilie 
Ilimilryio— The Kcilglteny Wild Owl— The Wild (loats of Cashmere and 
I-rdakfi— Tfie WiM Sheen of Intba— The ftb/nsferotld e nnd Suxteof JndU 
Annllili worth bSooting— G ime Ihrdr ami Wild Foal of Indtn— 
Poachen and Nuivtncrt— Camp DiulpmeiM. Outfit. Servant*, ete — Rifles, 
(juiir, Amiri'inition, etc.— Iftnt* on hkmntng and the I'reservatien of Trophies, 
etc . rte. 

Sttunhf AVivVif.— “Welnvenoililng Uil peaix for bis Breursey and for ihe 
talue of Ms pneiiuat advice. . . . Not a tew of the cMipiers are very attnetive 
reading, Icing full of exciting anecdote and pKturesqne nmiimseenees. ... flu 
chapter* on rorst camptlgnlng. camp <v)u>j>n>ent. and sporting iMiteries deserve 
careful attention.'' 

C/*/f fl».f Miliijrj' Criittu tl.ahore)— •• . . . Cannot fail to nprscal to 
tporiimen of every funding, from the veriest lyro, to nhom lUnitl prove 
fifcicularlv uveful, to Che oW«{ fwrnl ■( the game. . . , The general cxctlloaoc 
and eoinpieienefs of the hook should ensure il Inc position of a siandard work." 


' Second IMilioo. IV»t 6ro.. or. 6 if. net. Rs. a 4. 


SEONEE; 

OR. CAMR LIFE ON TJIE 
SATPUKA RANGE. 

A Tale of Indian Adventure. 

By R. A. STERNDALE. 
FJLGA. F.Z.S. 

llluUrolei ty the Aitlhar 



With an Appendix conlaining a laief Topographical nnd Historical Account 
of the Dislncl ofSeotiec. 10 Ihe Central Provinces of India 




and greai. relates inc'dms'cS’**his*!raruS^*”* kinds of Indian game, smill 
are itach descriptive 0^. «P<‘nenccs In chapters Hhicl. 




»s ir. TirAC/CER &• CO., lOXDOK 

loufiJj O/ilh X »), 7/ 6 >/. nee. H« 5 


THE INDIAN FIELD SHIKAR BOOK. 

By W. S. BURKE, 

Tilitor ami Tiopikior of “Tlie Imliin rieUl,” 

CONTl'.NTS — llifi f'lAMK Ki CORDS OF 'iRoniirs : Ijic.il Nimis. llilnut. 
Descni>tioii. McuviTCmeTiw. dc.— I *\sd AM» W\TFR Oamc Hirl'S: l-ocnl 
n^bKat, iXwripdon, Mruurrnunies. U'cights, Cf,'oriifoi». cic — ffsli; 
K,»er, ilMua/i!) nn«l 1a»X, IluK. J.cison«. N'lnses, WVj^rhis. 

Mrisurtmcnli, l^ocriiilion. etc — t'AMi* \T : Oiins, Uifles ntii! .\mniani- 

iion I)\U ltunp-ilo\k* S<tiikar WtiriUcs iJtdH.ftnic I-a»s iml Kcs«Uiifms fcr .ill 
Ihe Sporting Ui^toels at <,imc Kcgntm hi .Scfviritt; I’orieJ 

Cem/iM/rom the ht^hest tushontui anJ fri’i/yAl up 4 , 

I'kf htgUihmaH —"A *iant bn been nij>p!/<?ii. , , . TTie fo^lure 

Int siriVfS one most is itie coinjilctciMss of the tsork . . slicnilil lo of tta* 

ver} emtest use (0 sportsmeu . nnxiue and x.aloable m esrr) rrsp'ct " > 

/ rtantcr — " A .rry nsrfoS little ilnkar poetit twok , , . gives oil the 
mformalion llni «i!l caiWe.i tbooief to edcniilr a C’mebird or ascertain wlictJicr 
he has bcLti lucLj enough to gn n record lietd . . . Cornams a qu.iniiiy of 
mfonintiijn of n wy jinciical nature . . Ko tporuman tsho intesu Ka 5 in 
the Mum /r«V7htn<lliook is likely to regret d ‘ 


hdond Lclilion. renp. hso., cloth, 6r. net. iti 4, 


THE SPORTSMAN’S MANUAL. 


In Quest of Game in Kulu, Lahoul, and Ladak to the Tso Morari 
Lake, with Notes on Shooting in Spiti, Bara Bagahal, ‘Chamba, 
and Kashmir, and a Detailed Description of Sport in more than 
100 Nalas. With 9 Maps. 


By Lt.-Col. R. H. TYACKE, late H.M.'* 98tli and 54th Regirntnls. 

rhosc who wish 10 sli'iol in the Kaiigrt District or right up to L^d.^k. could 
not do heller than to get tint intereslmg and y,cU unltm Lnlc l«joV by Colonel 
Ty-ifke tile most imrlicat work etcr ptnoed by a Ilimilityau sportsniln —The 
f.Ycen>t from Tlie Ooide to Dhirmstl », the Kanjrra hMlty, and Killu By 

j FlTZCtUALlt LeF » 

Second T^inion Crown Srtv, cJnlh, *30 pages. A/ net. Bs. a S 


USEFUL HINTS TO YOUNG 
SHIKARIS 

ON THE GUN AND RIFLE. 

By the "LITTLE OLD BEAR.” 

Containing inTormalion on every snlgect necessary for the young Sfnkar — 
from his rifle, gun. and ommontnon to his camp kit and dress. 



THACKER, SriKK &• CO., CALCUTTA. 



Impcjwl i&na, cloili, 560 p-ig.-s. Of. ncl Us, 4 8. 

A NATURAL HISTORY 
OF THE MAMMALIA 
OF. INDIA, 

BURMAH AND CEYLON. 

By R, A. STERNDALE, 
F.R.G.S., F.Z.S. 

Vith 170 Ulustfatien* by the Author and 
others. 

Ihc geographical limits of the present «orV. 
havebc^ cslendcd to all Icrrltories likely to 
be reached by the sportsman from India, It 
is copiously illustrated, not only ly the author 
hnnstW, bw by caieftti stlecticms made by him 
from the works of well-known artists. 


Itisthevcry mocl(.l of what a populir natural history should be, ' 
Tht Affi/f — “The book will, no doubt, be speciall) useful to the sportsman, 
and indeed tias been etiendcd so as to include all territories likely to be reached 
by the sportsman from Inda. ' 

Thf D.ttly Xai’i — “ llns contrned to hit ft happy mean between the stiff 
scientific tn-aiise and the bosh of what nny be called anecdotal zoology." 


Oblong folio (18 X 14). p.r{i<.r li'MnU ys. (A net Rs 5 


DENIZENS OF THE JUNGLES. 


A SERIES or SKETCHES 
OF WLD ANIMALS, 
lU.USTRATlNC THEIR 
FORM AND NATURAL 
ATTITUDi:. 

By R. A. STERNDALE, 
FJLG5,. F.ZS. 


Twelve Magnificent Plates, with 
full dcscnptnc letterptcss 



IK THACKER CO, TOKBOK. 


roiiTiU EJUioH. Super ro>al 8«o f clolb jpit, 338 ftcigcs, 14J. net Ks. J2.4. 

GAME, SHORE, AND WATER BIRDS 
OF INDIA. 

WITH ADDITIONAL REFERENCES TO THEIR ALLIED 
SPECIES IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD. 

By Colonel A. LE HESSURIER. C.1^., F.G.S. 

(Jate EftgJnfers), Author of 

“ K.in<l.ihir in tSfg," "TTom hotiAon to IW.b-?ra and a Ride through r»six" 



_A Vade M«cum for t&c Spottsauo. emtradne all tfie Birds at all 
likely to be met ydlb In a Sfaoolioe ExevRion. 

A'ar«rr.— "Colonel Ve ^^rssurter uncesas a fielil naturalist lor firU ntturafuts 
nnd sportsmenwitliout aiijrgnnt ptrlciKiotts tosacnii^c knoiATetlse, but thee? is 
no doubt that all naturalists will {nin useful funis from this little volume, uhii.h 
IS profusely Illustrated nii'i woodcuts gnins tlie ctuiracierutie features of most cl 
the species." 

Compact in forro. excellent in method and arranRefncnt, and as 
far as «e have been able to test it, nguDy accurate In details. Colonel Lc Messiiher’s 
book should liceome lhci,jyr urnrwiw of w«y sportsman and rulunllst ultom duty 
or phnsurc may compel to visit liuba." 

JMrar 7V«cr.— •' Ji'eilJy and haiulily bcoiud, uell printed and clearly 
illustrated, the {«ok ondiuilitedly fiBs a »wd Its ibe hirralure of the thy. The 
uork Is ue!! arrance'b and ulll prolnUy fuB/anruer the r«|nVeRienf» of cwn a 
Veteran sjioruntio." 


TJIACKKk', .'.I'JSK Sr* CO, CALCUTCA. 


THE INDIAN DUCKS 

AND THEIR AIXIES. 

By E. C STUART BAKER. FXS., MJJ.O.U. 

Ri.ixr. A Rr.i’JUNT or AunCLiis cosTr.n5UTi;i> 
lO Tltr. JOUUNAI. OF Tin: ROMBAV NATUKAl. 
inSTOKY SfJClKTY ON IIIIS ATXnACTIVi: OROLT 

or ijiuos 

Tliii tnoM impoiUnl «ofl. on tn<)un OiftitWo»jr cont!<h of al»«t 300 
ynjrt of irKarptnii >»ilh 3’> Chiomo liibograp’ied I’talci. I’ffjiJrt'l umJer . 
the saperviuon uf ibe hcU Lno«n Uftt arlut Mr. Ilmril Ot^nraM. 


S%oni| Uit'on. Cro-so 8«> . jupi^covw, si. W ncl «f. t.ia 

THE BIRDS OF CALCUTTA. 


A si:ku;s or snoRT 
HUMOROUS BUT l AnillUL 

i)i„seui5TinNs on nr. 
COMMO.N IJIRUS or 
CAi.currA. 

By FRANK HNN, F.Z.S.. 
M.B.O.U. 

(Lile Urpuiy Siipcnnlcmlcnt, 
Calcuitn Muicum). 

mtA JUuitraliens hy J/ERRCRT COODCHU.D. 

Fit!J.—“’V\\en U a good deal of Uni life 10 be ob^rrreil In and aroiind 
CaloiUa. to wliicli Mr. 1 Inn's IiiUet^Ook mil aeneai a useful guide, c5j»xlj\Uy ni 
U h-ts some goo-1 Ulustraiions Ijj- Mr. Herbert Goodchild." 
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Crow ti B\o , &i ncL Ks. 3 8 

HOW TO KNOW THE INDIAN 


WADERS. 

By 

FRANK FINN, BA. (O»on.), 
F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. 

1‘crehing Waders — Non-fercWng 
Waders (including Snipe). 

Cittl am/ .\fiiifary Catr/ff.-^ 
"Tlie author w a luaiijrahst In llie 
but sense of the v,otd, n dose 
observer and a humorous wtiIct to 
l>oot Kegivesan mtercsnng account 
of every s{vc)<.-s he desenlws ” 



THE WATERFOWL OF INDIA 
AND ASIA. 

Being a New and Enlarged Edition of '‘HOW TO KNOW THE 
INDIAN DUCKS," but including those species of these Waterfowl which 
are foaad in Asii. 

By FRANK FINN, BA, (Oxen.), F.Z.S^ M.B.O.U. 

ff7/4 MtBitrouJ Illustmti 0 nt. 


THE GAME BIRDS OF INDIA 
AND ASIA. 

By the saine Aut&or. 


THACKER. RPIKK 6 * CO., CALCUTTA. 23 

Sni.i'1 4tr» , jvip^r Imnlf. 5»- nec. lU. 3 8. 

GARDEN AND AVIARY BIRDS OF 
INDIA. ■ 

A HANDBOOK FOR HELD NATURALISTS AND 
BIRD FANQERS. 

lUutlritli.xti Jraten freit t.>ft 

By FRANK FINN. BA., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. 

OuinK a compleic ilr^cnptKin of 0 X 1 ! HUNDUI I) wi>h men 

pUlcs of ihiilj-onc difTcfciit species. 



— '■ Th's plcTMat tiUle Uwk «itl srrvc M .»n mtt 
Ornilnolo^y. nnd as n \cTy useful guide to those whose hobby u 
Indtan cue who keeps an ninry in India 

without M r. 1 mu % htile nuniuL" 


xlucliou to liiduin 
liirtl keeping ” 
ean afford to be 
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• Tliird Ediliott. Demy 8vo , doll* ijc. R». 

THE ROD IN INDIA. 

BEING HINTS IIOH' TO OBTAIN SDORT, WITH 
REMARKS ON THE NATURAL HtSTORY OF FISH 
AND THEIR CULTURE. 

By H. S. THOM^wSt F.l~S. {Madras Service, Retired), 
Autlioe of "Tank Angling in India '• 


numerous fulUp-tge anil other Illustraiioiis. 



/'ir/y.— "A masterly treauseoutl^ an of angling." 

S/T(lali'r,~"Ji more comfleie cailde lo its sulyeei titan could lie found 
Llsewhere.” ' 

lUustraM Sforiing and Dramatu Xr.et.~—"U\% liook lias Lten for icars a 
'smi'Sard work. TerKips, without injustice to others, it tuay be described as the 
standard viork upon Induin angling.’" 

rielJ.~-''To the anplrr ^owg out to India, Mr. Thomas's book will be a 
necessary pW of Ins outSl.” 


. crOHfl Sto , eliKli Ks 4 

ANGLING ON THE KUMAON 
LAKES. 

IVITH A MAP OF THE KUMAON LAKE COUNTRY 
AND PLAN OF EACH LAKE. 

By Drputy-SufB«oa-G*n«raI 'W. WALKER- 

Hayci Sporting — “Written with aB the tenderness and attention to 
detai! which chtneierises the ftrfJjwera of the gentle art. " 



Thacker, snkk &• co, Ca lcutta _ 

Second liliiion. Imp^rLtl i6ma, clotli, 8». &/. net. Ks. 7.7. 

THE COMMON SENSE OP RIDINO. 

RIDING FOR LADIES. 

^YlTII HINTS ON THE STABLE, 

By Mn. POVER O’DONOGHUE. 

With 63 Illusintions by A. CilAVTRr.Y CORPOflK. 

This able and beautiful Volume forms a standard on the subject, and Is 
which no lady can dispense with. 



Reviews d Second Edition. , 

ProbiWy the best book on riding that Im ever l>ccn wiuten." 


{riih r lelJ Her style is dear and convirtcing, and whit she h-is to say she 

wys in the simplest possible manner.” 

Lad/s Pictcrial.~" No more complete treatise on equitation could easily 
be put formtrd “ ‘ 

Laditi Futd AdMce on all points connected witli the subj>-ci is so clearly 
given • . . that not only boslnners but expcnenced nders wall find it mvaliLable." 

•— TAf (i.irr'i — “The volumj has been carefully wntten. and shows creat 
observation on the p.art of the writer.” *■ 






THACKER, SPIHK&- CO., CALCUTTA. 
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Second Ediiion. Crown Bvo , i*. f>J. net Re. i. 

NOTES ON STABLE MANAGEMENT. 

WITH GLOSSARY OF HINDUSTANI 
WORDS. 

By V«ty. Cel. J. A. NUNN, 
F.R.CV.S., CI.F>, D.S.O. 

This liliIeworkK untten spwiilly to gne 
|}ie new arwal in India some idea as to the 
mmagcfnenl of hi* horses, especially those 
who .are getting npa sCihle for the first l/mc. 
It contains intalualdc hints and information, 
only to be learned in the ordinary way by 
long and often bitter csperience, 

tnJIan Daitf NtV't — '‘The niMrsare eminently 
practical, an4 give sound ndvtce on everything 
pmaifung lo the proper ore of hortes, such ai can be 
uiiliMd by tb« uninut-ned to Ibe best advantage.'’ 

Fifth Edition. Fcap 8*o., doth. 3(. net Rs 2. 

INDIAN HORSE NOTES. 

By Major C . 

An Epitome of Useful Information arranged for ready reference on Emergenijies, 
and specially adapted for Oflieers and Mofussil Residents All technical t<*nns 
explained and simplest remedies selceicd. 

Fenp 8to.. Simp cloth, ti &f. net. Re. i. 

GUIDE TO EXAMINATION OF HORSES 
FOR SOUNDNESS. 

A HANDBOOK FOR STUDENTS AND BEGINNERS. 

By J. M OORE, F.R.C.V.S., Army Vety. Dept. 

I’cip Sto, doth. ts» net. Rs ro 

CALCUTTA RACING CALENDAR. 

thibllshed Annually by Authority of the 

CALCUTT A TURF CLUB. 

reap 8 vo., doth, 3*. net Rs. 3 

' CALCUTTA TURF CLUB 

rules of racing. 

In force from ut April, 1907, tndutlirie Regrilrtions regortlin. Rocino. 
Lotteries, l>eltiDg, Defaulters, etc., etc. 




2f'> /r. THACKER 6* CO., t.OS'DOS. 

t>ciiiy 8>o , Rih iwpi. '1 wfiMy font Volume, compleic, ^ta la/. tin. 

THE nnmos de luxe of the 

WORKS of G. J. WHYTE-MELVILLE. 


Erfited fcy Ihc RiBh< Hon. Sit HS^JERT MAXWELL, Biri. 



XI THE WHITE ROSE. tnu<inte 4 br » 

XII ROY'S WIPE. lll>u<r»«db]rC»ei>.ALStK. 

XIII SATANCLLA. Illi..iti<«J br C If. /.ujixb. 

XIV. DICBY CBAHO IIIaMra»«a l.y II. M. D*KK. 

XV. SARCHEDON. mutinied br HeeiiiJictoB Ui*d 

XVI. FOSINE, *n<I SISTER LOUISE Illosuateii by H. Sf. DfMCt. 

XVII. KATE COVENTRY. Illujirattd by H. M Bkoci.. 

XVUI CERISE l!luilr»l«l by H M. D*oCk. 

XfV. QUEENS MARIES lUutinied by G. N. /«c.l«trci. 

XX. HOLMBY HOUSE. Jllurtnied by O H. 

XXI. GENERAL BOUNCE. Illuttnted by II bl. Brock. 

.XXIt. GLADIATORS. lUmeratrd hy H**Kif<rr<ni Dibo 
XXIII GOOD FOR NOTHING, llluttnied by H M DitoCk. 

XXIV. THE INTERPRETER intnlrand by H. M. Byock. 

Sal*r<lay Rrviea, — "Folfil* emy re^ulivmeitt «f the book lover in psper, tj-pe, iDus 


* C‘ro« n 8\o . cloth, y net. Rs. a 

STATION POLO. 

By Lieut. HUGH STEWART (Lucifer). 

Cmleot*. 

THE POLO POXY: The Raw Pony— Prelmun-irTTraming— First Introduction 
— Slabic Mauagetnent — Tricks — Injuries — Sboeiag STATION POLO. 
Suiion Polo. How shall we May?— The lYocraslinalor— The Polo Scurry— 
Idiosjnerasies — Types — Indiyidoal V. Cotnbineii Taciics — Odds and Ends. 



TJI ACKER, SPIKK CO., CALCUTTA. 


Second Ediiion. Crown 8»o ■ !*• flct. Itc- •• 

NOTES ON STABLE MANAGEWEENT. 

WITH GIX)SS.\RV 01* HINDUSTANI 
WORDS. 

By V«ty. Col. J. Ai NUNN, 
FJl.CV,S.. CIJEm D.S, 0 . 

ThB littlcworkhttniien specially lo give 
the new arrival in India «ntnc idea as to ibe 
nwnagcmcnl of hi» horses, especially Uiosc 
who are getting up a swblc for the first time. 
It contains inv.aluatilu hints and information, 
only lo be leanvetl in the ordimry way by 
long and often bitter espcnencc. 

Indian Pailf Kftpt —"The nowstre eminently 
practical, and p** sound advice on everyihing 
pertaining to the proper ore of horses, such as on be 
uiihsed by ibe uoiniivited |o Ibe bcsl adeantage." 



1 ifth Edition rcvp.8vo.cloth.3t.net Rs 3. 

INDIAN HORSE NOTES. 


By Major C • 

An Epitome of Useful Informibon arranged for ready reference on Emergencies, 
and specially adapted for Officers and Molussil Residents All technical terms 
ceptamed and simplest remedies selected. 


reap. 8vo., limp cloth, it. 6if net Re. i. 

GUIDE TO EXAMINATION OF HORSES 
FOR SOUNDNESS. 


A llANDBOOl^ TOli STUBtNTS A^?E> BT.CINNERS. 
By J. MOORE, FJ^C.V.S.r Army Vety. Dept. 

1 cap. 8vo . cloth 151 net R> lo 

CALCUTTA RACING CALENDAR. 

Published Auntnlly by Authorily of the 

CALCUTTA TURF CLUB. 


rc.-tp 8\o . cloth 3f net Rs. a 

' CALCUTTA TURP CLUB 

RULES OF RACING. 

In fort. Irnm isi ,\pril, ,507. ind.dine RTjnl,ii„„s r.sard,„. 

Lotteries, B«U#g, Defanlier'S, etc , etc. “ 


Racing, 



tt' r///tCA'JiK 6* Co., LONDON. 


aS 


Secotul rdition Crown 8vo , cIqOi. 

DOGS FOR HOT CLIMATES. 

A Guide for Riwidenu in Trof>icfl1 Clmutti-S 
utlosmulile lireeds, their rE$i«cii»c Uses, 
MeiUfemrnt, and Doctoring. 

By VERO SHAV 


Opfaia M. H. HAYES. 

Enlirged ami hroughl lij' lo dale by 
W. S. BURKE. 

EAMr t/" Tif /«/''»• FitU." 

04 IDnjtrations from Phoicgraplis. 

iHtHai ri-intin' Caser*— ‘’Tbe author* of ’Dogs for >let Climate*' show 
In n concise pmetieal w-ay how to treat dogs, and wlvit Uecds best stand hoi 
Onnotcs. 77ic bock shonU be on orry or>e’* laUc. fer sens’Lle irminieni mil 
save tho life of ninny a saJuatileand mucli.Iovcd pet.” 

Susen li Edibun. Fop. tvo.. cloth, ar. &f. net Re< i>8. 

INDIAN NOTES ABOUT DOGS : 

THEIR DISEASES AND TREATMENT. 

By Majof C . 

Meilical Treatment — Roles for reeding— Prescriptions— Dfsease* of Dogs— 
Description of Vanous Breeds — Advice on the Importilioa of Dogs 
to Indu — liindnstani VocaMiJacy. 



Crenrn Sro., eictfa. 4/. &f. net. Rs, 3. 

THE MANAGEMENT AND ■ 
BREEDING OF DOGS IN INDIA, 

AND THE POINTS TO BREED FOR. 

By KADER 

(Asste. Of the Cnglish Kennel Club). 

Aiian.^" A book of this kind, tnaeonotrywhere good and experienced judges 
are sc-irce, and where ctfeteace to standard anUiorily is ofiea needed, was 
much wanted." 



THACKER, SPIKK 6* CO., CALCUTTA. 
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Crown 8»o., cloth, ^r. 6J. Ri. 3- 


THE INDIAN COOKERY BOOK. 



By a Thirty Years' 
Resident. 

A PRACTICAL HAND- 
HOOK TO TiiK KITCHEN 
IN INDIA, ADAPTED 

TO THE 

THREE PRESIDENCIES. 

Conuinins onginal .iml Approved 
Kcciprt In every Department of 
Indan Cookery — Recipes for boni» 
mer IVvenjjrt aril Home mneie 
l.l<|ueurs — Miilicirvnl and oilier 
Recipes, lofielhcr with a v.-iriily of 
Ihinp worth knowing. 

Ptanf/r—*‘ The oldest but Still 
the best cookery book." 


I’rt/u Tr.iitt/a/iitit «/ tkt ab.’V* te Ptritan thar.ieltr. 


Second Cdilion. Crown Svo.. boanb. 31. bd. Rs. a.8. 

BAKER AND COOK. 

A DOMESTIC MANUAL FOR INDIA. 

By Mrs. R. TEMPLE WIGHT. 

Pionttr.—" The outcome of teng eipcnenccand many {etticnt expenmnus.'' 
r ngluhman . — '• No belter authority on miners reliimg to the Kitchen and 
all that penams to euiii/ie is to be found than Mrs. Temple Wright.'' 


Crown Svo.. paperboirds, 3 (. net. Rs. 2 . 

"WHAT” AND “HOW; 


WHAT SHALL WE HAVE? and 

HOW SHALL WE HAVE IT? 


By Miss E. S. POYNTER. 


t aim at V<eins an Instructor In the Art of Cookery. Ii l^s 
long felt need, a cheap handbook, guing a variety of dishes 


ntode of malenalj readily obtained m any part of India. 
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W. THACKER CO, LOHDOH. 


TJurd Edijfon. Cfo»o flic., cteth, 6eo pa^M, 4/. &/*. nfft. Rs. 3. 

THE MEMSAHIB’S 

BOOK OF COOKERY, 

Ttmts tf /«</«■«.— "It contains much useful infortnation, nnd cannot 
fill to bo of assistance toalL" 

i8mo., cloth, IS. 6i/ net. Re. i. 

BOOK OF CAKES, BISCUITS, &c. 

WITH REMARKS ON OVENS, AND A fflNDU- 
STANI VOCABULARY. 

* By CARRIE CUTCREWE. 

Crown 8vo., paper boards. 4f. (sd. not. Rs. 3. 

SIMPLE MENUS AND RECIPES. 

FOR CAMP, HOME, AND NURSERY. 

By LUCY CARNE. 

C'onlilning Menus nnd Ileeipes for Meals in Cnmp — Aficmoon Teas— Sulion 
Pmnors— Metis for Cliildrati, and tntny useful Hints for I lousew ires In India. 

.‘v.eotKl f^lition earna., paper t«-tn/*i jf. net Ke. a. 

EVERYDAY MENUS FOR 
INDIA. 

By V. S. BURKE. Editor ** Indian Field.** 

These Kseryda) Menus an.* such as any average Native 
CooV can undcHaVe. and ha»e been scle^rd »ith ipecu! 
regard »0 {he mfMlertle purye. 

Contents. 

Ererjih, Mtnui. Maith lo Jl-re. July to Ctloler, 

NoveniLer to Tel'niary— Kucbrti Calendar^llct srd 
Colcj tVratler tiinrrrs— SpetuJ I’reelOrlS— Reetpes. 




T/aCKEK, SFIXK &• CO, CALCVTIA. 31 

USEFUL MANUALS by Miss PEARSON anJ Mo. BYRDE. 

l.itnji ivifwr. Crown 8vq. Lach it. 6,/. net. Re. i. 

BREAD, PASTRY, AND BUTTER 
MAKING 

IN INDIA AND TIID COLONICS. 

SWEETS & HOW TO MAKE THEM. 

A HANDBOOK OF CONFECTH>NCKV. 


Now Ready Two Vo1um«. Demy 8v© , 6) net. Rs. 4 

THINGS FOR THE COOK. 


(NI'MAT-KHANA.) 

By “SHALOT.” 

A NEW COOKCUY COOK 
Vol I , English. Rs 2, Vo) JJ 
Urdu. Rs. 3 

Tins most useful look is pijl> 
listied in two volumes — the first 
in rnglisli, designed for the 
liouscVecjier. the second tn 
Urdu, for the cook ; tlic numiiers 
of the Recipes correspond m 
bolK The autiior, wlio has )iad 
many years' inlmiate experience 
of Indian Cookery, has collected 
together a most taned and taste- 
ful assortment of proved receipts. 
It IS lioped that the novel 
armngeinent of pbcing Urdu and 
rnglisli equally at the dispos.al 
of purchasers of the book will 
stnoolh over the many dillictiUies 
th.at lute hitherto existed iit 
m-aking the Cook understund 
as hat IS aciuallv as-anted. 
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ir. 77rACKER &• CO., LONDON. 


Third Edition. Croun Bto., cloth, 600 p.a^cs, 4'. 6i/. net. Rs. 3. 

THE MEMSAHIB’S 

BOOK OF COOKERY. 

Tiutts 0/ India . — ‘‘It contains tnudi useful infomnlion. and cannot 
fail to be of assistance to alf." 

iSmo., cloth. IS, 6if. net* Re. t. 

BOOK OF CAKES, BISCUITS, &c. 

WITH REMARKS OK OVENS, AKD A HIKDCT- 
STANI VOCABULARY. 

By CARRIE CUTCRE^E. 

CroviQ Svo., {Viper lioards. 4s. 4 f. net. Rs. 3. 

SIMPLE MENUS AND RECPES, 

FOR CAMP, HOME, AND NURSERY. 

By LUCY CARNE. 

Containing Menus and Recipes for Mcab In Camp— .Afternoon Teas— Station 
Dinners— Meals for Children, anti otany useful Ilmis for ifouseulves In India. 

.Second l-dilxin. Long ssmo., piper boards, 31. net Rs. s, 

EVERYDAY MENUS FOR 
INDIA. 

By If. S. BURKE, Editor “Indian Field." 

These Dveryday Menus arc such as any aterage Native 
Cook cm undertake, and have been sefectcif »jtft special 
regard to the moderate pursiC. 

Contents. 

nverjiliy Minus: March to Jure, July to CetcLer, 

Noveoiler to February— Kitchen Calendar— Kot and 
Cold WealVer Dinnirs — Spcciaf RreaDists— Recipes. 





THACKER^ SPIXK CO.t CAI.CUTIA. Jl 

USEFUL MANUALS by Misi PEARSON ini Mr». BYRDE. 

Limp jvipcf. Crown fito. l^cli »f <x/. net- R**- *• 

BREAD, PASTRY, AND BUTTER 
MAKING 

IN INDIA AND THL COLONTl-S. 

SWEETS & HOW TO MAKE THEM. 

A UANDIIOOK OF CONFCCTIOSKKV. 


Sow Rrtdy Two Vo!um«. Demy 8»o . 6 j. ui’L Bv 4. 

THINGS FOR THE COOK. 

(NrMAT-KHANA.) 

By "SHALOT” 

A NEW COOKERY BOOK 
Vol I . English, Rs 2. Vol II 
Urdu. R< 2 

Tins most useful book >s p«b- 
Iislml in two tolumes— the firsi 
in English, designed for ihr 
housekeeper, the second jh 
Urdu, for die eook ; the numbers 
cf the Recipes correspond in 
bottu The author, who has bad 
miny years' intittLite csperience 
of Indnn Cookery, has collected 
together a most varied and taste- 
ful assortment of proved receipts 
It is hoped that the novel 
arraagenicat of pUcing Urdu and 
F.nghsh equally at the disposal 
of purchasers of the book wdl 
smooth oicr the m.iny diftrculbes 
that have hiiherio existed in 
making the Cook understand 
what IS actually wanted. 
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;r. THACXSit 6* CO., London. 


Second Edition. Cnmn 8to , 6<; net Ks .) 8 

COW KEEPING IN IIVDIA. 

By ISA TWEED. 

A. Siraple and Practical Bool, on their Care and Treatment, their various 
Breeds, and the means of rendering Ihnn profitable, 

► . With Jliustialhfis ef the ^aniius B>f{%h ef 

^ Cattle, diawn ftvni /’hotegra/hs 6y R. A, 

Lfl Hitme Newt.—" Hr the aid of this volume 

aii)oiie of ordinwy intelljt'ence ■md^milusiry 

3fa,lrat .Mail —" A most usrfof contnfjulniii 
t®** ve»y»m^rtam »iil,i;fci,antl na can atroiijjt/ 


bceondEdiiion Crown 8vo , boards, net, Ra ft 

COWS IN INDIA AND POULTRY. 

TIIEIR CARE AND MANAGEMENT. 

By Mrs. JAMES. 

Cntl and .MthUtry Cisette — simple and pnctictl look, the result of 


POULTRY KEEPING IN INDIA. 

By ISA TWEED. 

A Simple bihI Practical Hook on the Core 
' and Treatment of Pcoltry, ihcir various 
Itrceil*, and llie nieans of rciulering them 
proritallc. 


i/jJnu Xtul — • \ Niok whtti 


THACKSR, SPINfT ** CO., CA/.Cl/TTA. 


n 


Crown 8ro . fappTtuMrds, sr. net. R$. 3-8. 

CANARY KEEPING IN INDIA. 

By ISA. TWEED. 

A Simple anJ Practical Book on Iheir Care and Treatment and Selection. 


Jf'ili nunifrcHt lUuiliatkm. 

Contests. — The Canary Bird — 
C^es — Food SluPT — Varieties 
of Binlt— SelectiBs and Mating 
—Breeding— Mooli — Avmies — 
Canary Miscellany — Buying — 
Vermin — Colour • Feeding — 
Diseases. 



t Town 8\o kJoth y M. n« its a.8 


HANDBOOK ON DUCKS, GEESE, 
TURKEYS, 


GUINEA-FOWLS. rC.VlIENS, 
AND RABBITS. 

By ISA TWEED. 

/■«//»• Jlliittraifd. 

A Simple and Praeticul tkraL on ihcit 
Caic and Trealment, their Tanous Breed-., 
and the means of renUiting them profit- 
able. » 


PIGEON.'j, 
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IK THACKER &• CO., LOKEOX. 


Fiftfi Edition. Imperial ifimo . clotfi. 700 pages. 15s. net. Rs. 1 


A MANUAL OF GARDENING 

FOR BENGAL, UPPER AND SOUTHERN INDIA. 


By Rev. T, A. C FIRMINGER. RLA. 

VTitli Portcalt and Biogrepliy. 

Thoroughly revised and brought up to date by J. Camerok, F.L.S., 
Su{^. Mysore Govemmenl Gardens, Bangalore. 



COmrNTS: 

I’.tRT 1. 

Girdcnmg Operations. 
Chap. I. Climile— Soil— Maoufii. 


ledeet— Hoemg and 
Digging— imgaiion— Damage 
— Consrtvs tones— UctrlHeuses 
♦ — Dfcorationi—Imptemenis— 
yndi.s — l.ahels — Vermin — 

CTvtp III Stfoili — Seed Sotkfng— 
Pot Culture — I’tanbng nnd 
Truup' miing — Cuttings — 
layers— Gooter'Grafiing and 
.\rthing — Hudding— rrumng 
.tnd Root Pruning —Convey* 
anfo— Cnleoibrcf OpoatJORS. 


Par 


II. 


e VcgetiMe Garden. 




r HI. 




//(./■ijn /'ir/W.— "rrom tiramnintf 

on old ponuUrwork which paM ementiono hvtcrrBinktl 

viiAtlie mnvutest {nttrue'ioM.eUb-wsliroughtup to due hr 

hove devoted an enormous amouol df tune, labnur. ami oo*.eri , 

tion Inmlv cnibeltish«I with wootknls. the worlt forms a reguUr epiii 

tor the smdrni.'while to mp'mw inJrr - ’ • 


IVult Garden nod fernery 
Part IV. 

Tlic nower Oirdeii— InJfi. 

oT die Fifth Edil«/n of 
edc mteym, trenis 
. .. nrsraer. who must 
d oh*.ervation 1 


if the idtntsarc given, will prove of serricr 


C ro«n Svo , cVitfi, 31 6 .f. n 


THE AMATEUR GARDENER IN 
THE HILLS. 


Hints from various auihorltiei on Carden Manicement adanltd to the Hills, 
also a few H{nli on Fowl*. ■ml RaWufr, and rjnoos Reclpn <•«. 

reeled wlih the shore sohjeets wltkh areit oteom munly fmnd ircii< I'ooLs. 

By AN AMATEUR. 



Dc-mj- 8>o, eIo{h giJi. joa |uge«, ty. net. Rj. to. 

FLORA. SIMLENSIS. 

A JIANDBOOK OF THE FLOWERING PLANTS OF SUJLA 
AND NEICnBOURIIOOD. 

By the laU CoL Sif HENRY COLLETT, JCOB., F.I^ Iknsal Army. 


Wih *n {iiifoijiieii-in tir Uirrivc lf»M<ur. t.kfi.. F.U*4, p» th 
Rov-iJ J unJ 900 IVuMfAiKMit In ihr bjr Mu-x Sf^LMini 

A'Uti It Ihe H'ltn'ium. Krw lUnirnt; oiwl a M4]i. 

fto., ,1 wb $ anniv 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

A JIANUIIOOK ri»R AMATEURS IS IMH.A. 

By Mt*. TEM^E WRIGHT. 

*«> Ins'*. ?«. tJ. ivV Hi. s 

ROXBURGH'S FLORA INDICA. 

By Iht lUe W. ROXBURGir. M.D, FJLS.U., tU. 

n ist. A coMi LETL r»i.scRtnio.v oj i.vnrAN rt.^sts. 

R«Fftp**J iiJ.oj-ltt from Ciry'* ELtien rf IU2, «jv4 ttlny the ctify 
ccmylrte hJttJbeck r-l ltdju* JTLjirle oHjiAi^V- 






5S !K THACAEX &• CO., ZOA'DOy. 


Second ndiiioii. Dem> 8»o. (Toopages). doiU, ijj. net. Ks. lo. 

HANDBOOK OF INDIAN 
AGRICULTURE. 

By lie lale N. G. MUKERJl, MA, H.R.A.C, MS.AS. 
Professor of Agriculture, Civil Engineering College, Sibpur, Reiujal 

WV.4 ttnin,'/vui lUutiialti'itj, 

CONTENTS :-“Part 1. — Soils Pan II.-— Implemcuts. Part HI. — Crops. 
Part IV. — .Manures. Part V. — Methods of Analysis. I’.srt '.7.— 
C.atlle, Part VII. — Insects ami Fungus Pests. Part VlII.— Famines. 

r trglishman — "A valuable aid to itie higlier leacliitiK of ttus subject Tlie 
guidc la of a practical char.aetcr, emtiraong .almost eim ileiunmeiii. Looting at 
this boot tn detail one rs struct by iia conijirehensiieness It dircucfcs lh‘ 
iieciasmes of the masses, and all ih.at U jn^gevietl can be cimcd out h> the 
ocdiinry euUivator.” 

Demy 8vo., paper, t>. net 8 annas. 

INDIAN SERICULTURE. 

A bird'S-cyp: new. 

If7/4 nnmfrvut //luttr(itu>»f. 

By N. G. MUKERJl, M A, MJ^C, «tc. 

l>cm) gift, stifT jnpcreoicr. u. tti*. net. Rc. r. 

THE MANGO: 

ITS CULTURE AND VARIETIES. 

By G. MARSHALL VOODROW, 

rontierly Professor of Botany. Iloyal CoHcgc of bcicnci*. Poona. 

Koval 8v« , paper, ir. 6/. Ke t 

HAND-LOOM WEAVING 

FOR INUI.\. 

By H. H. GHOSH and D. MUKERJEE. 

llTli ivammufT Kutirai.fnf. 

INDIAN TEA ASSOCIATION: MEMOIRS. 

.\ complete lut of the htemoirs of ihebcleiiUnc ISejiartment of tlii'aX'soeiaiiivi, 
uhicfi imt of 1 erfuenttrion. ITight. .tlimirinff I momf. rh'. 

.VtX on «p{J‘<~ir>na 




7mCA-£l!, Sr/.VK- *• CO., CALCUTTA. » 

r^MOlRS OF~^THE~ DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE IN INDIA. 

BOTANICAL SEWES. 

Vol. 1 .— No. I. TheHiustoriumofUi* SantilomAlbum-EarlySUErt. 

Uy C A. M-V, F.US. I'riceii. 6./ ml Ke i 

Tart. II. Cue* cl Iff^lar Penetration. l!r <-’• 
liNKBiJf, M..\ . l.l-Sv I’r»c-4I. 6rf. net. Rv 3 
No. U. Indian Wheal Rujti. By I- J- Pt-'TLm. M.H., 
nnd j M. tlv\»i\v I’nee 4>. Ri-> 

No. III. Fungus Diseases of Sugar-Cane In Bengal. By I- J. 

Iluri>«. M R. IM.h I*ncr4r. &/n« Ki 3 
No. IV, Gompium Ofatusifotium. Rox^rgh. By I. If. Bl'RKII t, 
M.\ ITiec n W. wt. Kf i._ 

No. V, An Account of the Genus Pythium and some Chytridi- 
.Tcisi- l*yR-J Hvtijr.M B i l-X i‘nce6nv/.nit l<*.48 
No. VI, Cepluleuros Vircscens.KuD:e s The Red Rust of Tea. 

ily i| Mss'.. II Sc., and C. M. llL'TCIltSM'S. 

RA l*ncc (u net. Ks. 4 

VqI. II. -No. I. Seme Diseaseso! Ccreali caused by Sclerospora Graml- 
jiicol « lit H I llfTLi K M h , F 1 . S IWcc at. 3./. fi"^. 
Ko r 8 

No. II. The Indian Cottons. 11 ) (•. .\. Otsmit, F.C.S. NViih 
U <Vooml l’ht« l*ricc 11; yl net Us 7 8. 

No. IV. Studies in Root Parasitism. Ihc llanttorium of Oles 


Scindens Uy t . \ IlMitistt M A. With 13 Cbtet. 
I'ncc yi. iwi. Rs. »8. 

CHEMICAL SERIES. 

. I. — .Nil I. The Cemposilim ol Indian Rain and Dew. ByJ. W,'* 
l.CSTMi K. I> I C S. I’ncc 11 M ntt Re 1 
No. II, The Composition of Oil Seeds. By J. \V. l.R.\TUKtt, 
[■h O . t C S l*n« ts M n« Re 1 
No III. The Pot-Culture House at the Agriculture Research 
IllMlIUle lU J \V 1.1 NTIIIK, 111 U . J U.S 

Rricc 41 6-t net. Rt 3. 

No. IN'. Experiments on the Avatlahllily of Phosphates and 
I'ovish m Soils IR J W 1.I.\TIIEK, I'h I) T C.S 
I’tice as yi nel Re 1 8 

No \. Construction of Rain Gauges at Pusa. By M. 11, 
ARStrn. M Inst i 1 . and J \V l.i vxiim. I’li I) , r.C.‘* 
I'ncc 41. fsd net Rs. 3 

ENTOMOLOGICAL SERIES. 

>t. I — .No. I. The Bombay Locust. By If. sr. LefroY, M.A.. K.r «: 

F Z S PncL 31 9</ net Ks 3 8 “ 

No. U. The more Important Insects injurious to Indian A(?ri. 

CtilUire Hy II M LUROV. MA FTS F y ^ 
I’ncc 4J W. nti Rs 3. ‘ 

No. n. 

. "f’Ti'f, a"' ? 

No. V. The Coccid* attacking the Tea Phn* s- r j. 

Ccjlun. By K IL Greis m Indu and 

MvNVDsi IW ,r W. not. »• 
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W. THACKER &• CO., LONDON. 


Third Impression. Demy 8vo , cloth gdt, 300 pages, 51. net. Rsi 4.6. 

ASTRONOMY 


WITHOUT A TELESCOPE. 



By E. ■WALTER MAUNDER. FJLA3. 
(Of the Roynt Obsemiory, Grcrn«leli). 


An Iflteeductlon (0 the KaowitAgt of the CenstellaticQi. uJ to the 
Study of t he Heaveai wth the Uaaet fated SisbI. 

Fully Illustrated with Futhnage Itaies. aod with Maps and Chutt for Iclcniifying 
vie ConstelUlioni and the prinafnl t>urs. and forlteSur .Mapt, fonmng a 
COMPLETE CELESTIAL ATL AS, loertbcr with a FULL INDEX 
OF STARS, PLANETS, and CONSTELLATIONS. 

Daify “ Mr. E. \V. Maunder Ms done more t)ian any other astronomer 

living to show how the study of btl farotmle setmee may be pursued witJiout the 
aid or ihe tefrscope or other fnilnunrnts. . • . attruetive aod fnitruet/eehoolr, 
which ought to make many amateur asironomeTa." 


Demy 8eo.. ctoih. 41 on Rs. aB. 

OLD CHIPPED STONES OF INDIA. 

Founded on the Collection in the CaJeutu Museum. 

Bv A. C LOGAN. LCS. 





TJIACKEK, SPINK CO., CALCUTTA. 
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Demy 8vo t scwcil. «. 61/ net. Ke. T.8 

A SUMMARY OF THE GEOLOGY 
OF INDIA. 

By ERNEST W. VREDENBURG, A.R-S.N., A.R.CS., 

Of ihc Gcoltijjical Mim-y of Intlh. 

COS ir.N re — Irurruluciion— The Archa* in— OUlc-st .Scdimfnt.iry Systems— 
The Kailnpiili System— The Vindhynii System — 1 osMliftrmis RcprcstiinUM-S of 
the (’■.\n>brian ann SiUiritn Systems — IX‘\oi’um aiul l.oH<;r Ciirlwoiferotts Svstems— 
Geological History of India during lh«- Upper Catboniftrous, I’ermiaii and Sicsozoie 
Periods— Tritssic. Jurassic, and Cri-tnccous Systems — Tlic Upper Creta- 

ceous -Systems— The roevne System— riw P»guor M<Vran {Hysch) Svstein— The 
Sm-nlikStMcm— The QuirtmutiyKru 


Toiirih Ediiiott. Dimy 6\o.. cloth, iw. net. Rs. R 

A HANDBOOK OF 

PRACTICAL SURVEYING FOR 
INDIA. 


IlUittiaUd Mlh Plant. Dta^ams. atui 34 PlaUt. 

By F. W. KELLYi late Indian Survey. \ 

Quarto, paper 6r net Ks 4 

NOTES AND REPORT ON THE KAZUSA 
SYSTEM OF DEEP BORING FOR WATER 

AS PRACTISED IN JAPAN. 

By F. S. NORMAN. 


Second Edition. & net Rs 4 

PERMANENT-WAY POCKET BOOK 


AND RAILWAYMAN’S COMPANION. 



IC/ti Illuttraliam, 


By JONES. R»i»I and ty R. YOUNG. 
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Crouu 4 (a. c4i7th kc tt. 

A MONOGRAPH ON ENTERIC 
FEVER IN -INDIA 

AND OniCIi TROPICAL AND SUH-TKOPICAL REGIONS. 

A STUDY IN BPlDEMtOLOaV AND AilUTARY HYOIBNE. 

By Major A- E. ROBERTS, LM.S. 

(Soerinary to DirLctor-Genernl I.MS -md to Ihc .S.\nisir) Commission, 
Gnmnmmt of Indci) 
lUusIraM *attk Ck/trit oni Phm 

CmloHj A/ilit,iry OtuttN Mi»(>onni( contribution to thu Ipteiniurc 

of i.nt<.<ncrcreruill Ixr nriconicit hj- (tie mrdfcal pnjfeston txilh in India and 
alirotd and the v aluiWe ftcts stated .ind the scicniilie arguments propoundL-d in 
the I)i)oU arc likely to ha\e grett influence m retnstmg our present tonccptions of 
this ilisense." 


Second rxlidon Cro»n 8vo . cloth, y net Ks. 3.8 

-MANUAL OF ASEPTIC SURGERY. 

By E. A. R. NEimAN, M.D., M.R.CS:B. 

' (Mnjor I.MS-F 

iYifi nuatereut UlutlraUant. 

Tlus Hoik embodies, in a compact form, information which is only other- 
wise found scattered throughout falser manuaU. 


Second Edition. XJeme 8»o, cloth, 71. 6f. net Rs 6 

MALARIAL FEVER 
AND MALARIAL PARASITES 

IN INDIA. 

By Malar ANDREW BUCHANAN, I.M.S, MJ>. 

{O'lg Cinl Suigeon. Nagpur. C India) 

Pro/ustty llhisli-aleJ mik CohureJ Pfafft an<t Charts. 

htitaa Medtas! Ca-jttt. "It is a book that should be introduced into every 

Medical College in India, and it is of especial wduc as being the work <31 an observer 
in India contending with the same difhciilUes as am otlier n orker m Indii " 
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CompV.elti Oii" Wumc. koya!«»iK,cU«h. 720 jxigrt, 33». n«. J<». i8. 

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE FOR INDIA. 

By I. B. LYON, CJ.E.,FXLS, F.I.C., I.^LS. 

(Utf Professor ©f McdtcaS Juthj>mfVncf. (irani c.il Collt^c, ItomKiv). 

Third Edition* Thorooshly revised, and brought up to date by 
Lieut.-Col. L. A. VADDELL, M3., CJ.E., LLJ?., F.L3., 

U'»/A nuHtrrvHi tltuifr.xUK'tti hhA tti'iut yM lUuttriilne (itifs, 

PAKT I — lileniificalion of thr living ami Dead— lUsmmation of I.lilng Per^ouv 
— Kxammatlon of the Dead— Csamimalion of Itlood, etc. 

P\KT II —Kinds of Violent Death— \Vounds_ Itlows, etc.— Asphyxial Deaths— 
ttums and SeaUU— Death from Knirenies-of Tempcrattirc. etc.— Death from 
Swrv.aiion— Setivil Defects— Rape and Unnatural Srjual OfTences— Pregn.aney 
— Pirth m Htlation to Civil Lnw ({.cciiiinacy .and InheriLanee)— Fccticide 
or Oriminal AUsnion— tnf.tniicide— .Medical Responsihilitj' and Mifpraxis— 
Insaniiv— l.ife \svurance 

P\Kr III — Poi'omng or lovicologa — Poivonmg m General— C orroMvi* Mineral 
I'oiwjns — Non. Metallic Imtantj— Metallic Imtanis— VegcLable Irriunti— 
.Ininml fmLanis — Nnae f’oiNOm— < ervlirat-Spina) Knw^nv— Certfiro-Spinat 
and C.ardiae etc Poi'<m>v \|,}K-iidi«.<r> - llhistratiou* 

Lenett—'' Ilie uork forms •> trustuorth) guide to the subjects of which it 
treats . , the new edition will be found on ex.ainination to merit rully tiv' 
favouralile review whicli it rectived on its first .aptiearancc. 

Fourth Ixlition Crown 8va. cloth, tor. 61/. Rs. 7 14. 

HINTS FOR THE MANAGEMENT AND 
MEDICAL TREATMENT OF CHILDREN 
IN INDIA. 

By EDVARD A. BIRCH, MD. 

(tale Pnndpal. Medical College, Calcutta). 
fionur.—" It is a book nliich ought to be found iri every houseliold." 

Indian Medical C<Jtr//«.— ’* It has become more and more valuable and useful 
as « ell to the anxious mother In India as to the practitioner." 


trown 8»o . eloUi, 4r. ey net Rv 3 . 

HANDBOOK FOR WIVES AND MOTHERS 
IN INDIA AND THE TROPICS. 

» By Miss E. H. STALEY, M3., 

Physician in Charge o{ Lady Altchlson Hospital, Lahore. 



44 


Jf'. TlfACA'ER &• CO., LOA'DON. 


Demy 8\o., doth, ft*; &/. net. Rs. 6. 

MATERIA MEDICA FOR INDIA. 

filing the O/IicW DnisssotJ l^epantooas titxording to the Ortlisb rh.irraieopqrt.i 
of 1898, with rietails of o»cr 300 of tlic most important Indian Drugs, and practical 
statements of their ITMitnaeoJogy. Theropeutics, ami rhanmey. 

By C F. PONDER, M.B, and D. HOOPER, F.CS^ FX^. 

JtMrnal of Tropuol Mtdtctnt.—"\ie commend Ibis book io Students of 
Medicine in India. It Is carefully and accurately vsntien. and the descriptions of 
the properties of drugs can be retuldy folloned and understood." 


Second Edition, Demy ftv© , cloth, io», td. net. Rs 6. 

The indigenous drugs of India 

SHORT lIESCkIPTIV’E NOTICCS OF THE TRINCIPAL 
JrEUrCINAL PRODUCTS MET WITH IN BRITISH WDI 
By RAI BAHADUR KANNY LAL DEY, CIX. 

eompesdium of forty years’ esperieacf, and 
deserves to be widely popuLv and careftiUy studied." 

Pharm>ututttal Jtvrnel.—" \ vtork on Indian drugs wbieb is thoroughly 
up to dale, and as reliable as any book «an be made, even vtiili the help u 
experts. ^ 

*n Crown 81a. cloth, 4* dif. net Rs. 3 

INDIAN TOXICOLOGY. 

By F. N. WINDSOR, WEB, WLR.CS, BA-, B.S.C 
(Capinin f Sf IS J. Chemical An^yst ond Itsctcriofogut to the Goremoicnt 
' ~ 01 Bumn. 

Being on attempt to describe fully those poisons nhich are used in India, 
itnd to omit such as are only tosicological cmiosttica. 


Demy 810., cloth, 91 iKt Rs 6 

MANUAL OF OPHTHALMIC 
OPERATIONS. . 

By F. P. MAYNARD, H 3 , FR.C.S., Major LMS. 
Professor of Ophthalmic Surety, Calcutta University. JUiisiraied by 
Stereoscopic and other Photos of operations. ^ 

LoHCft.~" A work of sterling value, which may be safely recommended 10 the 
student, and will 6u read with profit bycteiy opbtnaJmic sutgeon." , 
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ismo., bcortls. it. 6 d. net. Re. i. 

AN ELEMENTARY MANUAL OF 
r/QDWIFERY. 

I OR THE L’.SE OK INDIAN MID\VIVE.S IN RECEIPT 
OF SCHOLARSHIPS FROM THE VICTORIA 
MI'.MORIAL saiOI*-\RSmP MIND 

By C. P. LUKIS, M.B.. F.R.CS., Lt^Cbl. I.lVr.S. 

(Principal, Agra Meilical School). 


Crovvn 8vo . cloth 

INSANITY IN INDIA. 

By Major G. F.W. EVENS, 

Supcrlnlendcnt, Punjab Lunatic Asylum, Lahore. 

[It! the Inst. 


Fcap. 8vo. (with diagrams), cloth. M net Rc. 1.8. 

MEDICAL HINTS FOR HOT CLIMATES, 

AND FOR THOSE OUT OF REACH OF PROFL'tSlONAL AID. 

By CHAPiES HEATON, MJLIlS. 

Cuscr/c NVe can ivtomnicnd this book 10 those who nre’in the 
Colonics os a useful, handv guide to health ' ^ 

i6nto.. cloth, ti. (nt. net. Re 1. 

PRACTICAL HINTS ON THE 

PRESERVATION OF HEALTH IN INDIA. 


By Ueut.-Col. G. S. A. RANKING, B.A., MD., M.R.C.S., l.M.S. 

I'lanttr — Mosi useful and practical.' 

,tA»»/ — •• Ranking's Practical Hints will come as n boon . and there is 
much m ihc hook nhich slioold be retd bv ntb ’ 


Second Edition vilth Illustrations. Crown S\o.. cloth. 61. Rs 4,8. 


THE CARLSBAD TREATMENT 

FOR TROPICAL AND DIGESTIVE AILMENTS; 

AND HOW TO CARRY IT OUT ANYWHF.RE. ' 

By LOUIS TARLETON' YOUNG, HJ). 


.Vnrs — The Ixjo’* contains the result of 
.ind should lx- of as mucUadianLige to medical men 


years' praclicnl 
. to suF-rers " 


^penenee, 
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llilnl l^titton. S»<>>.c1o0i. tie 1.8. 

BANTING IN INDIA. 

WITH POMT. KLMAKKS O.V DIKT ANli 'flllNGS IN GENERAL. 

By LltuK-CoI. JOSHUA DUKE. I.M.S. (Rt(ired). ' 

Crovn C\<K. fwpcr Ri. 3. 

banting' UP-TO-DATE. 

By the Author of "A Bobhj»y Pack in India." 

/■»< it/r — “ Ic finjt l« bmiitly romiuuttivtt to Ml »lio r«a!lf wnni 10 impro'f 
livalth and figure aliVe liy prlunfi rid of whtt oufdnctors c-nll ’ tuf>eriliio« adipose 
deposit ‘and oar horrid rnends ciH ‘ 

'^tond IMiiion . Cfw*«j 8\rt . |k»pcr Kunli 

QUERIES AT A MESS TABLE. 

It'HAT SIMM. / EAT? 

^VHAT SHALL I DRINK? 

V By.Ll«rt.-CcL JOSHUA DUKE, LM.S. (ReUf«i). 

(/* Mf frtJt. 

Dimy 8»<> . ilolh. A» yl net. Re > a 

■.THE MANAGEMENT OF A 
PLAGUE EPIDEMIC 

A'-n 

THE PRINCIPLE ON WHICH IT SHOULD BE BASED. 

By E. F. GORDON TUCKER, Captain LRtS. 

CremnSvo. piper, piT iicl Sianis 

CHOLERA : 

ITS PREVENTION AND TREATMENT. 

By Lieuf,-Co). JOSHUA DUKE, LM.S. (Retired). 

A short treitise on the precautions necessTiy to be taken to jirerev and check, 
and the irc.itnient to be adopted in ontbieaLsc/ chokm 
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AGKA, DELHI, ALLAHABAD, CAWNPORE, LUCKNOW, AND 
liENARKS!. J'-y H. O. K»ENF, CiJ. With Slaps and I’lans. In 
one fcnp. Svo. volume, yx. hit. net. Ks. 6. 


AGRA.— HANDBOOK TO AGRA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 
By II. G. Kefne, C.S. S«lh Edition, Revised, Maps, I’lans, etc. 
Tcap, 8vo., cloth, 3T. 6/. net. Us. 2.8. ' ^ 

AULAHABAD, LUCKNOW, CAWNPORE, AND BENARES. By 
A. G. Keesf, C.S. Second Edition. UcrUed. With 4 Majw 
and a Han. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Jt. 6 d. net, Rs. z.8. 


CACHAR AND SYLHET, ROUTES TO. A Map Revised and 
Corrected Troro the Sheets of the Indian Alias, 4 miles .c 1 inch. 
Shewing U.-iU, Road, and Steamer Roates, Tea Gardens, etc. With a 
Ilandb^k. By jAifts PETER. Kour Sheets, folded m case, Rs. 3. 
ilounied on hnen, in one Sheet, folded in cloth case, liook form, Rs. 6 
Mounted on linen and rollers, varnish^, lis. 9, 


CALCUTTA ILLUSTRATED. A Series-of I’hoto UepraJoetiow of 
upwards of 30 Views of the City, including the Government Offices, 
Pablic Buildings. Gardens, Native Tmples, Views on the Hooghly, 
and other riaces of Interest, with descriptive Letterpress, Oblong 4to., 
paper, Ji. net, Rs. 2 ; cloth, 31. <xf. net, Rs. a. 8. 


<:aLCUTTA.-GUIDE TO CALCUTTA. By Kcv. W. K, FttMivcEB, ; 
M A , B.D„ F.K.C.S. W'lih Maps and many Illustrations, Crown 
- Svo , boards, cloth back, ^s. <xt. net. Rs. 5 

DARJEELING. - GUIDE TO DARJEELING AND ITS NEIGH- 
BOURHOOD. By Edmund Mitchell, M.A. Second Edition. 
By G. Hutton Taslo*. With ij Ulustrations and three Maps! 
Fcap. Svo., sewed, 3/. net. Rs. 2. ^ ^ ' 


DELHL-HANDBOOK TO DELHI AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 
By II G Keene, C.S. Sixth Edition Revised and brought up to 
date by E. DUNCAV. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 5X, net. Ks. 3 h. 

DELHI.— THE SEVEN CITIES OF DELHI. By Cordon Rislcy 
Hearn. With 24 lllasiralions and Plans. Crown Svo , cloth, iCV. 6rf 


INDIA.— GUIDE TO INDIA AND INDIAN HOTELS. Bv r 
HUTTON Taylor. With 90 Halftone Illusixations of celebLiZi 
places from Photc^pbs. Coloured Map of India. Crown 8™ shw 
wrapper, if. 6rf. net. Ke. i. •• 

KASHMIR AND JAMMO.— A GUIDE FOR VlSITnDn 
KASHMIR AND JAMMO. By Lieut-Col. dTike iM q I 

Edition. Being the Sixth Edition of Ince's llandh.^r.1" .-1' *®^®ud 
brought up to date. With Map of Kashmir and T»lnn«* and 

cloth, toj. (kf. net. Rs.S. “nntians. Fcap. 8vo , 
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Kashmir and JUMMU. routes in. a Tabulated Description 

of OTer EiRbty Routes, showin)* Dutance, Marches, Natural Character* 
Mtic% Ahitude% Nalu/e of SappVies, Tfanspart, etc, B/ Major- 
General Marquis r»E Bourbeu Royal 8to., cloth, 4s. 6d. net. 
Rs. 3. - , 

KASHMIR EN FA MTT.T^R. a Narrative of the Espcttenees of a lady 
«ilh Cbildrea; trith ineAil Iliati as fa tow fte ?octm<7' rRry itw 
comfortably made. By M. C. D. With a Preface oy Major E, A. 
DurrOws. ismo,, cloth, ^r. net. Rs. 3. 


KASHMIR.— THACKER’S MAP OF JUMMOO AND KASHMIR. 

Prepared to Illustrate Duke’s Kashmir Hai^db^k. 16 miles » t inch. 
On Sheet unmounted, Rs. 2. Moimted Cn linen and folded in booV ’* 
form, 4s. •Srf’. net. Rs. 3. 


PINDARI GLACIER, TOUR TO THE. By Afsjor Sr. Jous Go%s. 
Wuli Map. Crown 8w , se'fwl, 4s. 6d. net. Rs. 3. 


SIMLA.— GUIDE TO SIMLA AND ROUTES INTO THE 
lyrCRfOR. Bared on TottvUei Handbook and Guide to Ssala. 
Revised with Map of Station and Index to all Houser ; also Map of 
Hill States. lamn., cloth. 6r. net. Rs. 4. 


SIMLA. — HULS BEYOND SIMLA. Three Months’ Tour from Simla, 
. through Bursahir. Kuoowar, and Spiti to Lahoul. ("In the Footsteps 
■ of the Few.”) By Mrs. J. C. Mi'KRAV-AYltsLKY. Crown 8\o , cloth, 
4s. 6£. net. Rs. 3, 


SIMLA ILLUSTRAT’ED. A Series of *f Pbolographie Vsesrs of the 
bummer Capital of India. Oblong 410 , piper, 3r. &/. net. j Rs. 2 3 , 
cloth, 3/. net. Rs. 3 S 


SIMLA.— THACKER’S MAP OF SIMLA. 6 inches = r mile. Gmng 
the Name and OtScial Nninber of every Residence in Simla , Postil 
Districts, etc. Folded in Wrapper, w. W. net. Re. l. 


SIMLA TO SHIPKI IN CHINESE THIBET. An Itinerary of 
the Roads and various minor HoMes, with a tew Hints to Traveller^ 
and Sketch Map. By Slajor W. F. CoBDott-FoRBES, Rifie Brigade. 
Reap. Svo , cloth, 3/. net. Rs. * 

Itineraries. — bunla to Sbipki, "Charlmg" Pass, “Saharan to 
Nacknnda,” Forest Road, Simja to the “ Chor," Pool to DanVar, 
Chini to Landour, and the ‘'ShaUe.” 4 
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Fourih Edition. Crown 8 to., doth, 7/. 6d, net- Rs. 6. 

A GUIDE TO HINDUSTANI. 

Containing Colloquial Sentences in Peraan and Roman Character, and 
In English: also a Series of Ants in Urdu written character with their 
transliteration in Koman'Utdu. and Et^lish translations. Ry Geo. S. 
Rankisg, B.A.., M.D., licttt.-Col. Secretary to the Board of 

' Examiners, Fort William. 

Demy Sva. cloth. 30/. net. Rs. ao. 

CONCISE ENGLISH-HINDUSTANI DICTIONARY. 

’ Containing about 12,000 words carefully selected. Compiled accord* 
ing to the most approved modern idiom in the Persian and Roman 
ch.araeters. By G. S. h. Raskwo, B.A,, M.D. 

Crown 8vo.. cloth, 61. 6J. net. Rs. 3, 

■ INTRODUCTORY EXERCISES IN URDU PROSE 
COMPOSITION. • 

A Collection of Jo Exercises with Idiomatic 'Phrases and Grammatical 
Notes; accompanied by a full Vocabulary and Translation of each 
passage. By G. S. A. Rankixc, B.A., M.D., Lieut.*Col. I.M.S. 
Small 4to-. boards. 6r. net. Rs. 6. 

SPECIMEN PAPERS (English and Vernacular). 

For the Lower and Higher StacKlard Examinations in Hindustani, 
together with a R^ume of the Regulation for these Examicationi 
Compiled by G. S. A. lUNKixo, B.A., M.D., Lteut..Col. I.M.S. 

lOmo., cloth. 3^. net. Rs. s. f 

A POCKET BOOK OF COLLOQUIAL HINDU- 
STANI. 

By G. S. A. RANKING, B.A., M.D., Ucut..Col. I.M.S. 


(n two parts, each ds. net. Rs. 4. 

ANNOTATED GLOSSARY TO THE BAGH-O- 
BAHAR. 

By Lieut -Col. Ranking, M.D., I.M.S. Containing a full glossary of 
the words, page by page. In the Hindustani and Roman Characters, 
forming a complete Lexicon to the book. With full Grammatical and 
Explanatory Notes. Pakt I.— The portion prescribed for thet«.ji»i 
Standard. Part II.— The uddiiional portions prescribed for the 
Higher Standard. 

Third Edition. Revised. Crown 8vo., cloth, 6j. net. Rs 4 5 

HINDUSTANI AS IT OUGHT TO BE SPOIfiriM 

By J. TwtEDiE, Bengal Civil Service. 

SurpLExiENT, containing Key to the Exercises and Trtm.u.' i-.i. 
Reader, v.vth Notts. 2,. W. ntt. Rs. 3. ^«nslaiion of the 
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Royal 8vo.( cloth, 7/. 6d. net Rs 6 8. 

URDU READER FOR BEGINNERS. 

Ily Major F, Chapman, Royal Military College, Camberley. Con- 
laijjjng CJaA$i/le>l Lists of uttfu] words with transhteration in Roman- 
Urdu; elementary GraromntiCAl Exercises with transliteration; Easy 
Selections from varions antboR; Selections from Indian History; 
Selections from the '‘Bagh-o-Baha/**; together irilh a complete 
Vocabulary, 

KEY TO ABOVE, ar net Re. i la. 

Crown 8vo., cloth bmp. 31. Rs. 3. 

GRAMMAR OF THE URDU OR HINDUSTANI 

LANGUAGE in' its ROMAN'IZED ClfARACTER. 

By liev. GtoRCE SitAtt, M.A. 

Indian CA'/rrAmen.—" We recommend U lo those Who wish 10 gam a more 
scientific knowlodge of Utdu than the ordiiuiry pnmers afford." 

■ Crown 8\o.. doth bmp, 3s. Rs. 3. 

ANGLO-URDU MEDICAL HANDBOOK. 

Or Hindustani Guide. For the nse of Medical PractidorerB (male 
and female) in Northern India. Res. Cr.ORCE Small, ^I.A. 
With the aid of Surgeon-General C. K. Francis, Sf.B., and of Mrs. 
Frasee Nash, L.R.C.P. 

Hamt AVwr.— " This handbook should prove imaluahle for use In schools and 
coll^^ where surgeons, itussiaflanes. and nurses are being tmeed for uorlc la 

Second Edition. Crown 8>o., cloth, 31. ttd Rs. 3.8. 

COMMERCIAL HINDUSTANI. 

. A Collection of Practical Phrases and a Vocabulary of Useful Terms in 
every-day use in business circles. English and Hindustani. By 
MuNSHi JWALA Nath Pandit. 

Seennd Edition. 4to , cloth. Rs. 6. 

A HANDBOOK TO THE KAITHI CHARACTER. 

By G A. Grierson, C.I.C., I.C.S.. Ph.D., of H,M. Indian Civil 
Service, With I.iUiograph Facsimiles, Transliteration and TranslaUon. 
Crown 8ro., cloth, gr Rs. 6 zg. 

THE RUSSIAN CONVERSATION GRAMMAR. 

By Alex. Kinloch, late Interpreter to H.B.M. Consulate and British 
Consul in the Russian Law Conits; Instiuclotfor Oilicial Examinations. 
With Key to the Exercises. 

This work is constructed on the excellent system of Otto in his "German 
Conversation Grammar," with i/lustraoons accompanying every rule. 

Second Edition. Crown Svo., cloth, 9>. Rs. 6. 

A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY OF THE 
PUSHTU LANGUAGE. 

As spoken in the Trans-IodiB Terntories under British Rule, etc. 

By General Sit /oMN L. VAUeifAW, K.C.B., tile sis^jRegtment, 
Bengal Native Infantry } Comnjandaat, 5lh Punjab Infantry. 
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In thicit royal ha’f teaihrr, aioo pp , -f-,*. «•«. ki. 55. 

THACKER’S INDIAN DIRECTORY. 

Official, Lfcm, Eoucatioval, P»orr«iosAL, am> CoinieRCiAi, 

BRITISH INDIA and BURMA, and the NATIVE 
STATES ol INDIA, 

WITH CO'IFLFTF AS'D HF.TAILED IvrOBMATIOV DF Tllf. CITIES OP 

CALCUTTA, MADRAS, BOMBAY, ALLAHABAD. LAHORE, 
SIMLA, AND RANGOON, etc. 

Almanac an<l General Infotnution, lloUdats, etc., Uo«>;ehold Stamp 

Duties, Customs TwifT, Tonnage Schednlea; Orders of the Star of India, 
Indun Empire, etc. 5 Warrant of rrecedence, TaMe of Salutes, etc,, etc. 

Detailed and OasslBed Lial* of alt Canmercial and Trading Firm*, 
Railways, Municipalilies, Harbour Trusts, etc. 

Civil Service List for etl India. List »t Clubs In India. ’ 

Rallviay Utreeter)'. Alphabetical Ust o( Resldenti, 

Newspaper and Periodical Clfrectery. 1 liuropean and NalKa. 

Conveyance Olrectory. ] A List of Priilsh and Perelrn Menu* 

Directory of- the Chief Industries , (acturerswiththelrlndUnAgcnis. 
of India, with Five Special Maps. 

\Suh Coloured Railway Mtp of India Three large plans of CalcHlta, with 
hou'CS in ptincipal streets numliereil, and references to OITices and Pobljc’ 
Ituildings. Msm of Calcutta and Environs ; llombay and Environs 5 Madras 
ana Environs. Four Maps of the Products of India. 

Koyal 8vo . cloth Rs. 5 

THACKER’S 

CALCUTTA DIRECTORY. 

CITY AND SUBURBS. 

■With Maps showing Business and Residential portions, a H^ard Man 
showing Streets and Wards, Vidlots’ Supplements, Calendar showing 
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